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PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 



It will be taken for granted, that the reader is ac- 
quadnted with some of the leading differences be- 
tween the scenic representations of the Greeks and 
our own. He will be supposed to know, that the 
dramas of that people gprew out of and formed part 
of their religious ceremonies — ^that they were exhi- 
bited in theatres of a colossal size compared with 
ours — that the times of exhibition were at distant 
intervals — ^that when those few intervals did take 
place, the whole day was devoted to theatrical en- 
tertainments — that a prize was conferred on the 
most successful competitor — and that a piece once 
performed, was never, in the same shape at least, 
represented a second time. He will further be 
supposed to have some knowledge of the general 
principles of that peculiar part of the ancient drama, 
the OLD coMEDT, as it is called, in contradistinction 
to What was afterwards named the oiidblei and the 
vsw; — as that it stood in the extreme relation 
of contrariety and parody to the tragedy of the 
Greeks — that it was directed chiefly to the lower 
orders of society at Athens — that it served in some 
measure the purposes of the modem Journal, in 
which public measures and the topics of the day 
might be fully discussed ; and that in consequence 
the dramatis per807ia were generally tV\e •^ot\?^Qi^w 
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contemporaries, speaking in their own names, arvct 
acting in masks, which) as tliey bore only a carica- 
ture resemblance of their faces, showed that the 
poet in his observations upon them did not mean to 
be taken literally to his expression. Like tragedy, 
it constituted part of a religious ceremony ; and the 
character of the deity, to whom it was more par- 
ticularly dedicated, was stamped at times pretty 
visibly upon the work which was composed in his 
honour. I'he Dionysian festivals, in short, were the 
great Carnivals of antiquity — they celebrated the 
returns of vernal festivity, or the joyous vintage, 
and were in consequence the g^eat holidays of 
Athens — the seasons of universal relaxation. The 
comic poet was the high priest of the festival ; and 
if the orgies of his divinity (the God of Wine) some- 
times demanded a style of poetry, which a Father 
of our Church probably had in his eye, when he 
called all poetry the devil* 8 -wine, the organ of their 
utterance (however strange it may seem to us) no 
doubt considered himself as perfectly absolved from 
the censure which -we should bestow on such pro- 
ductions : in their composition he was discharging 
the same fdoua office as the painter, whose duty it 
was to fill the temples of the same deity with pic- 
tures, which our imaginations would consider equally 
ill suited to the habitations of divinity. What re- 
ligion, therefore forbids among us« the religion of 
the Greeks did not merely tolerate, but enjoin. 
Nor was the extreme and even profane gaiety of 
tile OLD coMKOT without its excuse. To unite ex- 
travagant mirth with a solemn seriousness was enr 
joined by law, even in the sacred festival of Cere& 
The fea^t of Bacchus retained X\\t license without 
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the embarrassment of the restraint. While the 
philosophers, therefore, querulously maintained, 
that man was the joke and plaything of the Gods, 
the comic poet reversed the picture, and made the 
gods the plaything of men : in his hands indeed 
evexy thing was upon the broad grin; the gods 
laughed, men laughed, animals lauglied. Nature 
was considered as a sort of fantastic being, with a 
turn for the humorous, and the world was treated 
as a sort of extended jest-book, where the poet 
pointed out the bons mots, and acted in some de- 
gree as corrector of the press. If he discharged 
this office sometimes in the sarcastic spirit of a 
Mephistophilus, this too was considered as a part 
of his functions : he was the Terrx-Filius of the 
day, and lemty would have been consiclered, not 
as an act of discretion, but as a cowardly dereliction 
of duty. 

Of the species of comedy thus described, who- 
ever was the inventor, whether Epichurmus or 
Fhormis, Aristophanes was tlie great finisher and 
perfecter. With an ear tuned to the nicest modu- 
lations of harmony, and witli a temperament appa- 
rently most joyous and jovial, he was just fitted for 
the entertainment of a people, of whom Philip of 
Macedon, when he compared them to the Hermaic 
statueSj so common in their streets, drew in a few 
words one of the most happy and characteristic de- 
scriptions of a people, which is upon record. That 
gaiety which is so well adapted to a nation of quidi 
natural parts, and which has so few charms for per- 
sons of cultivated understandings, the gaiety which 
consists in painting pleasantly the dulncss of the 
understandii)^ (la beHse) and in inspinn^bxjfiowi'et'S *, 

A 2 
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of that gaiety, which has been made equally the 
basis of Italian and Grecian comedy, Aristophanes 
was pre-eminently the master. Music, dancing, 
metre, decoration — all that anion of amusement, 
vhich the Greeks, a seeing and not a reading' pub- 
lic, (this fact cannot be too much in our minds, 
when we are talking of their dramatic literature,) 
required of their writers for the stage, Aristophanes 
seems to have improved ; the muse of Comedy her- 
self he left as he found her — a beautiful Titania, 
matchless in her outward proportions, but with a 
spell upon her affections, and showering favours, 
which should have been better bestowed — upon an 
ass's head, with Bottom, the weaver, below it. An 
utter aversion to every species of affectation, and a 
most splenetic hatred to Euripides, (derived from 
deeper views of things than people have generally 
given the comedian credit for,) perhaps guided 
Aristophanes on this point. Me found that poet, 
half-pleader and half-bard, as he contemptuously 
calls him, affecting to rescue the sister muse of tra- 
gedy from the coarse hands of -Sschyliis, under 
whom she had been pampered into a sort of cum- 
brous ostentatious Amazon. A course of straight- 
lacing and cool diet was bringing her a little more 
into compass : her appearance had already become 
more genteel, and only a little more polish was 
necessary to fit her for the society of tlie Sophists, 
to whose schools she continually resorted for the 
little prettinesses, and affectations and delicacies of 
thought and expression, which were for ever in her 
mouth. A roug^ hand and a good course of bark 
and steel were necessary to repair the spreading 
mrschitf and infection. The puns of the Peineus, 
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and the proverbs of the Agora,* and the coarse 
jokes of the Ecclesia and Helisea were therefore 
diligfently collected and culled, and showered from 
a full cornucopia, in all their native richness and 
streng^, upon an audience, who must have found 
in them a charm, of which we are wholly unsus- 
ceptible. Perhaps, too, it added some cliarm to 
their value, in the eyes of democratical pride and 
vanity, that it was a man of rank and property (for 
Aristophanes was both) who thus condescended to 
amuse his audience according to their own notions 
of pleasantry and humour. 

Till the fatal exhibition therefore of the Clouds, 
the dramatic career of Aristophanes had been short, 
but eminently successful. His first play, (the Dx- 
taleis,) which was brought out before the author had 
reached the age established by law, we know to 
have been received with the most flattering atten- 
tion : his •*« Babylonians" could boast the triumph 
of having at once excited and defeated the ven- 
geance of that pestilent demagogue, who seems, as 
the historian expresses it, to have been as much 
born for the depression of Athens, as Miltiades, 
Themistocles, Cymon and Pericles were for its 
elevation; while the prize of victory had been 
awarded to his comedies of the Acharnians and the 
Knights. Diffidence had thus been removed : ex- 
ertion was stimulated ; and gratitude, success, 
emulation and hope, all urged the writer to press 
forward in a career, which had commenced under 
such favourable auspices. 

* The Agora was the public place of the Greekt, which, huwerer, 
differed Tery considerably from the Forum of t!he ^OTttW«) <Su^ 
avihajtute ffeaenlty g^rea S>r it. 
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The first of the dramatic pieces of Aristophanes 
seems to have been directed against the state of pri- 
vate* manners in Athens; inhisAchamianshe endea- 
voured, to moderate the insolence of national suc- 
cess, and to infuse juster notions respecting a great 
public measure, which was putting the existence of 
the Athenians as a people at stake ; while in the 
Knights, or, as it may more properly be termed, 
the Dbmackiguss, a mirror was held up to his fel- 
low-citizens, where the ruler and the ruled saw 
themselves reflected with equal fidelity, and by 
which posterity has gained a complete knowledge 
of the greatest historical phenomenon that ever ap- 
peared, the Atheniah Demus. It remained for the 
author to strike at the root of all these evils, pri- 
vate and public, domestic and political, — a mis- 
chievous and most pernicious system of education. 
This was undoubtedly the origin and object of the 
Clouds. That Aristophanes had not entered lightly 
or witliout reflection upon the office of a public 
instructor, this mere arrangement of his subjects, 
at an age when, if not youthful in years, he was at 
least young in his career, sufficiently testifies ; and 
we may here see what might have been expected 
from him in maturer years, if public favour had 
patronized this attempt to raise the comedy of his 
country above its ordinary level, and to make it 
something more than a scene of ebullition for the 

* The princiiMl chtncten in thii pby^of vbieh only  fisw frag- 
ments have reached at, were two brothen : their namet Stphrm 
and Catapjfgmt safficiently evince, that the olject of the play was 
to ettablidi a companion between the temperate rirtaet of the 
Kood old tines (a fkrourite thenpe of AdiCo|dianet)aiid the iuu«« 
Vuahicd and aneiamiM dJnolatencM of hii own age. 
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noisy jollity mul licenttoui revelry of tht Dlonyitan 
fcativftlii. 

It ii only an intimute Acquaintance with the atate 
ofmannorfi, and the hahitt of society in the upper 
cUsscii of looicty in Athens, which can give the 
readcsr a full idea of the Clouds of Aristophanes. 
It is then only that the full force of many of his 
•ingle happy words can ho undcrsloocl, or those 
images raised in the mind which mere words are 
sometimes calculated to light tip. 

To dispel hy the powerful \^ <*apon of ridicule 
the mists of error,— to give a ftnished picture of a 
plain unlettered man as he was like )y to come from 
the hands of the sophists,— to rescue the > oung 
men of flunily fkt>m the hands of such flagitious 
preceptorsi and restore them to that nohlu sim- 
plicity of manners, which had prevatlod iu Greece 
in the time of Homer, and which had not entirely 
disappeared even in the days of Herodotus, was 
unquestionably the object of the Clouils; — it was a 
task of no ordinary kind, but the author has ac- 
complished his purpose in one of thoNc immortal 
dialogues, which, wrapped up in his own rich, mel- 
lifluous, and inimitable versification, rcinuiiis, to 
the moderns, like so many of the othcrgrcai works 
of antiquity, at once un object of adniii'ation niul 
despair. If the mode in which this admirublo dia- 
logue was conveyed, be such ns to dctruct, in uur 
eyes, at least in some degree, from itM mcniH, it 
inuttt be remembered, that the persons for wIiohc 
service it was intended, wore nt)t likc:ly t«) be 
present ot the recital of it, and that the reproof 
could only be dealt at nccond hand through tho 
medium of a clever, but noisy, cowccvVtOi^ vv\ 
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riotous mob, who required some compensation for 
having the merriment of their bacchanalian anni- 
versary disturbed by satires upon the system of 
public education. — It now remuned for the author 
to give a central figure to his piece ; and the same 
regard to the quality of his audience seems to have 
guided him also in this stage of his progress. 

About the time when the play called the Clouds 
was brought before a public audience, a person 
was seen in all the streets and public places of 
Athens, whose appearance, manners, and doctrines 
equally tended to excite observation. If not a 
sophist himself, he was at least seen continually in 
the company of the sophists ; and, as he made no 
scruple to practise upon them the arts which they 
practised upon others, it is no wonder that an al- 
most general opinion should have considered him 
as one of the profession ; as a sophist more honest 
indeed than the rest, but in talent, in vanity,* and 
self-conceit surpassing them all. Like the sophists 
and philosophers, he had given himself deeply and 
anremittedly to physicalf researches: and in a 
temperament naturally melancholy, it had produced 
such an effect upon his countenance and manners, 
that, by the gayer part of his fellow-citizens, who 
wanted opportunities of knowing him more inti- 
mately, an introduction to his society was consi- 
dered as something like venturing into the sombre 
cavern of Trophonius.t And certainly there were 
not wanting reasons for forming such an opinion . 

* Le Jeane Aaach. torn. ▼. p. 400. 

t In FhaedoDe^ 393. Cobt. Xea» 85, 6. Xcn. Mem. I. it. 
cap. 7. 
X Ariit Nub. ▼. 509. 
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Wrapt up in prolbuitd roverlet» tbo ordinary Ainc- 
tiont of nature loemed ■ometimei tuipendod in 
him— tho vioiiaUudei of day* and niglit pamitd un- 
(»baervod» tho neceaiary rcfectioni of rest and food 
were n«glcoted» and he teemed to have derived 
fVom hii own experience tho reproach which ho 
iometimea caat upon the other pliiloiopherai that 
thtir natite town had only posiriaion of their 
bodiea» but that tho air waa the olioirn tiabitation 
of their minds* The pride of knowlcd((o commu- 
nicated a oonaequenoe which oontraitcd rather 
ridiottlouily with the humility of hii external ap« 
poaranoei hit air was iternif hii itep wai lofty, 
and hit eyei» if not fixed upon the hravcnii wore 
thrown round with an appearance of conicioui im- 
portance. He wai rather oitentatious in proclaim^ 
ing that hii father had been a iittttuary,i hit mother 
a midwife \i and he explained, in UngfuuKo highly 
tngcniouii but rather more at length, pcrhupn, than 
waa coniittent with good taitc, and ccrtiainly in 
terms which only a degraded Mtatr of fcmuk* citi* 
mation would allow to be culled <lcccnt, that tho 
profcmion, which hiii mother had practised, waa 
that which he alNo pursued i with this dtfrcmicc, 
that ho pcrtbrmed for the intrllort, what Hhc had 
(lone for the body; and thnt while hhc confined 
it rr attentions to tho femuir •tcx, his oli*«tctrir Her- 
xircs had been devoted cxclunivclv to the nm\x . In 
his more convivial moments he hid h tiim/) by 
>vluch ho chose to charactcrixc his pursuit, that 

• III Convlvlo PIst. sin n. 115 C. 
■} In riiKd. 409 II. ronv. IMnt " V \n Nub. v. 3rv3. 
I In Aclliiiidr primo, ;m. In rhutoiQio, 117. 
C Conv. Xanopb. ro, 90, 
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requires still more circumlocution in mention' 
ing ( it will be sufKcient to say, that it came near- 
est to that oiHce, which is considered the most 
degrading^ that one man can perform for another } 
and he who had accidentally seen the author* 
of it, coquetting with a grey -bearded brother 
in philosophy, and aping tlie manners of a cour- 
tezan who denies, only to be courted to do, 
what she wishes, might have been justified in 
thinking, till circumstances had better informed 
him, that the pretended oflice was not merely as- 
sumed for the purpose's of momentary pleasantry. 
Uy whatever name, however^ he chose to term his 
vocation, certain it was, that no man could be more 
assiduous in the prosecution of it. Whoever was 
the 4isputant, or whatever the subject of conver- 
sation, the discourse finally fell upon the head of 
the person with whom he was conversing. Armed 
with a divinct commission, as he pretended, for 
that purpose, and himself under the immediate di- 
rection of a supernatural being, not perfectly na- 
turalized in the theology of his country, every man 
was questioned by him in turn, and found no^ re- 
spite, till he g^ve a complete account of himself: 
— what was his present and what had been his past 
mode of life, — and once upon this topic, said one 
who knew him well, there is no hope of escape^ 
till you have been put to tlie touchstone torture, 
and your whole life sifted to the bottom. So strong 
was this passion, that the attachment to rural 

* Conir. Xen. p. 80. The psraphrtitit trsasUtion of the woid 
^^vfrro/unoe b giren firom Oiayi wboie erodttkm wSk Sf cxatl 

«i bit geniut ws* lubllme. 
f laApol.304.D. t lBLacliStS,t40. 
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scenes, which prevailed so strongly in most of his 
fellow-citizens, in him seemed a feeling almost ez« 
tiiict — he was a stranger to the environs* of Athens, 
and was scarcely ever seen outside the walls. He 
could gain no instruction, he declared, from fields 
and trees, and nothing but a book could entice him 
to the banks of the llyssus, or that more beautiibl 
stream, where Yenusf quenched her thirst, and in 
return blew over it the sweetest breath of the Ze- 
phyrs, and sent the Loves to be the companions of 
tnsdom. Man was his game; and from man he 
never wished to be absent ; but the passion was by 
no means reciprocal : a catechist so inquisitorial 
was not always agreeable, and the presence of the 
philosopher either created a solitude^ where he 
went, or if he collected an audience, it was among 
the idle§ young men, who took a malicious plea- 
sure in his cutting repiarks, and who immediately 
left him to practise upon others the lessons which 
they had just received. In a town where the per- 
sonal appearance of the male sex excited more 
comments and observation than the female, even 
the exterior of this person was calculated to fix the 
attention of many, who were not disposed to pene- 
trate beyond it ; and whatever merriment was ex- 
cited on this subject, it must be owned that him- 
self was ever the first to set the joke afloat. His 
eyes (to use the words in which he| was accus- 
tomed to draw his own figure, and in which it will 



* In Pbeedro, 338. 
t Karipides in He^ek, 3S5. 
i XeiwMem. lib. iv. e. 2. p. 31S 
\ In Apol. 361. D. 
i CoDvirittm Xen. Oaon. 82, 3. 
Vol, XLiri, B 
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be necessary to follow him, for purposes that will 
appear hereafter) stood so forward in his head, 
that they enabled him not 'only to see straight be- 
fore him> but eren to look sideways ; and he used 
in consequence to boast, that himself and a crab 
were, of all other animals, the two best adapted for 
vision. As his eyes took in a larger field of visiony 
so his nostrils, from standing wide open, were 
formed to embrace a larger compass of smell. His 
nose, too, from its extreme depression, had in like 
manner its advantages ; for, had it been aquiline, 
instead of what it was, it might have stood like a 
wall of separation between his eyes, and thus have 
obstructed their vision. His mouth and his lip9 
were equally subjects of pleasantry with him, and 
the latter, with reference to subjects, to which the 
decorousness of modern manners does not admit 
allusion. Witli a view to reduce the periphery of 
his body, which certainly was not very exact in its 
proportions, he practised dancing, and that down 
to a very advanced period of life ; not merely to 
the occasional discomfiture of serious reflection in 
his pupils, but even to the excitement of a doubt 
in them, whether their master was quite correct in 
his senses ;* — to close this not very agreeable part 
of the subject: — when these pupils likened his 
whole exterior to that of the $ileni,f no doubt of 
the truth was ever expressed, and no umbrage 
taken as at a supposed affront. Though little dis- 
tinguished for beauty himself, some of the hand- 
somest young men of Athens were seen continually 
in his train : and while they did not scruple to take 

* In Conv. Xen. 66, 67. 
t In Coot. Flat. 333. et alibi. 
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the utmost fiberty in expressing their opinion upon 
his deformity,* he did not perhsps altogether find 
his sdrantage in gazing upon their beauty ; for it 
led to the objection, which the warroestf of hH 
■admirers either did not attempt to deny, or found 
it necessary to palliate, that led him sometimes to 
i^lothe the noblest operations and aspirations of the 
mind in the language of the senses, that it engiiged 
him to arrive at mental through corporeal excel- 
lence, and made it appear, that the presence of the 
beautiful Agathon,i: or the interesting Autolycus§ 
n^as necessary, before the philosopher could anire 
at the essential beauty, the olvto xat^ nuro, his reve- 
ries about which must have become sometimes a 
little latiguing to the most admiring of his auditors, 
^ith these persons, who were never manyl in 
number, of whom the more ambitious^ deserted 
their master as soon ae they had g^ned the object 
which brought them into his society, and others of 
of whom left him to form schools, whose names 
have since been synonymous with sophistry,** the 
coarsest efrrontery,ff and the roost undisguised 
voluptuousnessjtt the greatest part of his time was 

* In Coar. 333. 

t Maximtu Tyrios, Din. XXIV. XXV. XXVL XXVU. Xen. 
"Menk, lib. iv. c k 

X In ConTiTto Platonis. 

§ In Convivio Xenophontis. 

I lnGorsMI,296,H. 

f Xen. Mem. lib. i. cbap. 2. $ 16. 

** Tlie Meguritn school under Eucleid. Diog^. Lftert. lib. it. 
in YiC BucL 

ft The Cynic tchool under AntUthenei. Diog. Laert. lib. vi. 
in Tit. AntisC. 

U IIm Cjteoiie Khool onder Aiutipiius. Diog. Laert. lib. ii. 
m Tit. Ariat. 
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spent i for the civil dutiei which occupied the 
hours of others were avocations which be choie 
wholly to decline : he never msde part of the Ge- 
neral Assemblf i* he never frequented the Courts 
of Law if and the awkward inannert in whidi h« 
petibrmed the externals of a senator, when necei- 
nty or accident brought him into the ntuatioD, 
showed that neither prM:tice nor reflectian had 
nwde him acquainted with the duties of the office. 
ETen tliatduty which seemed peculiarly connected 
with his oSice of a pubUc teacher, that of commit- 
ting to writing the result of his studies or giving • 
lasting habitation to those important disputationa 
in which he was continually engaged, wsa  task 
which he declined, and for which he bad &a>ted 
Tcasons, which, however mtislactory to himael^^ 
have by no means been equally so to those who 
have lived after him. To himself, however, one 
very satisfactory consequence resulted from these 
derelictionB, aa some did not he^tate to call them, 
of the duties of a citizen ; it \ett him the most ud- 
limited leisure for frequenting', wlut seemed his 
peculiar delight, the school* of the sophists, and 
engaging in disputation witli those fallacious pre- 
tenders to unirersal knowledge. If there were 
some points in which the sophists and himaelf had 
a certain Bimilaritj, there were many of a trifling, 
and still niore of a serious r.ature, in whiob they 
were diametricslly opposite. While tb« soplutti 
went clad in magnificent girments, he appured in 
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the most plain and simple apparel. I'lie same coat 
served him for winter* and summer, and he pre- 
served the old-fashioned manner of his country, in 
going always barefooted :\ he frequented the 
bathst but rarely, and never indulged in the usual 
luxury of perfumes.§ While the sophists confined 
themselves to the sons of the wealthy and the 
great, and were therefore known to them and them 
only, he did not disdain to frequent the meanest of 
the artisans, to converse with them in their own lan- 
guage,(| and on topics with which they were most fa- 
miliar. There was even a class in society still more 
degraded, which he did not scruple occasionally to 
vifflt,! and to evince, by his instructions, that there 
was no class of society whose pursuits had wholly 
escaped his scrutinizing eye. The effect of these 
viats was very evident in his language, and those 
who felt themselves annoyed by his raillery, or 
pressed by his acuteness, did not fail to throw into 
his face the shipwrights,* the cobblers, the carpen- 
ters and weavers, with whom his habits of inter- 
course were not unfrequent, and from whom he 
was so fond of drawing those maxims and compa- 
risons, which confounded the class of persons, to 

* In CoiiT. Plat. 335. 

t In Fhsdro, 337. 

% Axrian. Epict. de Mondit. accounts for this abstinence, by a 
reason, which might have justified Cujas the celebrated lawyer, 
Alexander the Great, and Lord Herbert of Cherbury, in a simi- 
lar fnece of abstinence: viz. a peculiar sweetness of body, 
wludi rendered ablution unnecessary, and perfumes super* 

fluoos. 
$ Xen. Conv. 64. 
I Xen. Mem. lib. iii. c. 10. 
^ Xen. Mem. lib. iii. c 11. 
•• Hipp. Maj. 98 JP. Gotg. 299. B« CoUV. ^^iS* O. 
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whose uinojince and diacomliture lie teem* t« 
have devoted the grciteit portion of hi* time. It 
is.the language of the chivalroui age*, which wouM 
bett do juitice to this part of his character: and 
the knight, locked up in complete annour, and 
ready to run a tilt with the first pcraon be met, ii 
the completest imag« of this pbiiosopher, prepaLT- 
ing to encounter the sophists, at once apparently 
his enemies and hii rivali. 

Everjr age, however, baa expreauoni and imag«a 
in which it can atsmp auj strong feeling) and the 
•ophi%, without the power of recurring to the 
language of knighthood, had many ngnificant 
termt, bj which they could eipreas the (tuixatisro 
of this redoubted opponenti Tlie; compared him 
at first to the Spartans,' who, if any one approach- 
ed their palsstne or places of public exercise, 
obliged the intruder to make choice between im- 
mediately retiring, or joining in the eierciaei of 
which he wss a spectator. But they recolloated 
that this waa conceding too jnucb, and they cor- 
rected their pontion by placing their rival in the 
same rank with the Scirons and AntcuMea, who 
let no paaser-by escape them without a previoiu 
encounter. To ask queationsf or to answer them 

voids, the great purposes for vhich men should 
meet together ; and a person, who had decreed 
that his life should be a complete logomachy, fwuld 
not have come to the contest better prepared ; nor, 
where) words were to be the wespons of warfare. 



J S« tke whole «r tke «|dgCM «aU«t Cnlrhu. 
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could any man draw them from a better-proyided 
armory. That a person possessed of so powerful a 
weapon should sometimes have been a little too 
much delighted with the use of it, is no subject of 
wonder. His hearers described the effect of it 
upon themselves as resemblin|^ the effects of 
witchery and enchantment: they compared it to 
the touch of the torpedo, which causes a liurob- 
ness in the faculties. Mud) was affirmed by him, 
and little proved — both sides of a question were 
alternately taken, and the result lefl upon his hear- 
ers' minds was, that he himself was in doubf^* and 
only excited doubts in others. The sophists, in- 
deed, by the manner in which they were handled, 
were made, cBpeticUly in hot\ weaihet*, to perspire 
more copiously than, perhaps, was a^eeable ; for 
their subtleties were met with niceties still more 
acute than their own, and they were entrapped 
into admissions of which they did not foresee the 
eoi sequence ; but their falselioods were also com- 
bated with positions which he who advanced them 
would have been unwilling to have had considered 
as decidedly his own, and in pursuing them into 
their dark recesses, his own gigantic powers could 
not altogether save him from the reproach which 
he cast upon another : " the best divers only should 
renture to plunge into a sea of such prodigious 
depth.'' Such was the person whom Aristophanes 
selected to be the hero of his Clouds. Those who 
are acquainted with Grecian affairs only througii 
the medium of history, will not, perhaps, recognise 
in this picture, the celebrated son of Sophronis- 

• In Meoooe 16, C. D. f De Bep. \V\>, 1. 4\a,'E.. 
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cus ; and; were no other traits added to the above 
portrait, men of deeper research might justly 
complain that it showed no reluctance to exhibit 
the darker shades, and much inability to describe 
the brighter parts of a philosopher, whose virtues 
and whose intellect, in spite of some drawbacks 
still more serious than any which have hitherto 
been mentioned, have been justly allowed to form 
an epoch in the history of man. 

Having thus got his central figure, the attention 
of the author was next turned to that most pe- 
culiar part of the ancient drama, the Chorus. It 
has been remarked by W. Schlcgel as one of the 
peculiarities of Aristophanes, that he is fond of 
adopting a metaphor literally, and exhibiting it in 
this way before the eyes of the spectators. As a 
person given to abstraction and solitary specula- 
tion is proverbially said to have his head in the 
clouds, it was but another step, therefore, in the 
poet's creative mind, to make the clouds the cho- 
rus of his piece ; as of the person, whose abstrac- 
tions and reveries seemed to make him most con- 
versant with them, he had formed the hero of the 
piece. By this contrivance the author wove into 
his performance the mob (no inconsiderable body 
in Athens) who assisted the sophists in the perver- 
sion of the public mind — 

I'he foretuae«telIen, 
Qoackf , inedicine*nongen, bardi bombaiticftl, 
Chorus'projectors, star-interpreten, 
And wonder-working cheats. 

The effect of this personification in the original 
iheatrc wsis no doubt very strildlDg. A solemn in* 
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rocatioB OiBt down the Clouds from their ethereal 
abode— 4heir approach is annouaced by thuader — 
they duuint a l}rric ode as they descend to the 
earthy and, after wakening attention by a well- 
managed delay, they are brought personally on the 
stage as a troop of females, ** habited,'' says Mr. 
Cumberland, '^no doubt in character, and floatii^ 
dnMike in the dance.'' All this we can easily 
coBoeiTe ; but a more curious part of their duty 
moat be left to be supplied (and that but very im- 
perfectly) by the imagination. Recitation was not 
the only part which the chorua had to perlbrmt. a 
great abare of their office lay in their f^et, af weU 
as in their tongue, and both author and »Qtor were 
expected to be great proficients, the for«Mr in the 
composition, the latter in the practice, of thoff 
movements and evolutions which, as we find Aris- 
totle classing them with poetry, music and paint- 
ing, and Lucian terming them a ^tdenee of imUO' 
Hon and exhibition^ -which explained the conceptions of 
the ndndy and certified to the organs of oente thii^go 
naturalltf beyond their rtach, we may easily con- 
ceive to have consisted of something more than the 
elegant movements which now go under the name 
of dancing. Had the treatises of Sophocles and 
Aristocles on the subject of the chorus come down 
to us, or had those statues not been lost from which 
ideas of the attitudes of the ancient dancers might 
have been collected, (for every movement of the 
body, we are given to understand by Athensus, 
was observed, in order to collect those gestures 

« Seeihe vny letnwd Eoquirjr of R. P. Knight, Esq. into the 
Symbolical Lsngatfo of Ancient Art sod MTtholoci^ ^ 'V.&V 
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which might afford a concert for the tye, modulat* 
' ed upon that which was at the same time presented 
to the ear,) we might have spoken with more con- 
fidence on what must now remain a subject full of 
perplexity and obscurity. As all danciiig, how- 
ever, among the Greeks was of the mimetic kiiid» 
whatever was the nature of the tragic dance, W6 
may be sure that the comic dance stood in the 
same relation of parody to it, as the comedy itself 
of the ancients did to their tragedy; and to have 
enjoyed the mimetic movements of the cordaz, or 
dance of comedy, we ought to have witnessed in 
the tragic chorus those movements, whose general 
name (emmeleia) implies accordance and a modu- 
lated harmony in the play of the characters. How 
£ur this mimetic province of the dance was called 
into action by the Chorus of the Clouds, what stept 
were used in their parabases to g^ve effect to the 
rhythm,* what pauses in the metre* were supplied 
by action, what gestures at once aided and gave 
life to the music, and in what manner the metaphy- 
sical speculations of the sophists, which, resting on 
no ground of experience, floated about in tlie 
kingdom of possibilities without any definite shape 

* Ai infMaket are apt to oceor in the aie of these two wonli, 
the following definitions of them, from the acate author of 
*' Philological Inquiries,** are sulyoinecL 

Rhythm diflTers fVom metre in as much at rhythm ii pro|N>r* 
tion, applied to any motion whatever : metre is proportion, ap- 
plied to the motion of words spoken. Thus in the drumming of 
a march or the dancing of a hornpipe, there is rhythm, though 
no metre ; in Oryden*s celebrated ode there is metre as well at 
rhythm, because the poet with the rhythm has associated certain 
words. And henee it follows, that though aH mttM ii rbythm* 
}vt all rhythm is not metre. 
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or body^— 4iow fSir til this was ridiculed by appro- 
priate moremen^ and evolutions, must now be left 
to the fiuicy : we may be sure, however, that the 
fruitful mind of the poet who invented one of the 
most powerful and graceful metres* in the Greek 
language, would not be deficient in giving effect 
to his mental creations by all the effects of scenic 
decoration, and idl the additions of costume, musac,^ 
and dancing. In this union of talents lay the great 
merit and difficulty of the ancient dramatists ; and 
in this lies the depressing part of those who en- 
deavour to give the pubhc an idea of their works 
by translation. Conscious of what ought to be 
done, and what they know never can be done, the 
unfinished appearance of their labours throws a 
damp upon their toils, and they relinquish a work 
in despair, where they feel that their happiest ef- 
forts can only be a species of galvanism, giving 
motion to a muscle, to a leg, to an arm, but impo- 
tent and powerless to breathe the breath of life 
into the whole. 

We have now gone through what appears to 
have been the object of this very singular drama, 
the Clouds, and the process by which it was mould- 
ed into the form it now bears. The author might 
surely be pardoned for supposing that a piece thus 

* The Aristophanic tetrameter. In its happy mixture of ana- 
peftic and spondaic feet, thit metre combines a degree of 
strength and playfulness nhich no other language can hope to 
Beach. It is the want of a metre of this kind, which makes every 
scholar feel a sensible deficiency in Mr. Cumberland's translation 
(tf the Cloudv, where it not only tendji to destroy the poetical 
fStEset, bat assists in jg^ving a wrong idea of the feelings under 
which the wigioal phiy was priOMunly composed; 
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carefully and Uborioutly conttrueted would have 
met with A reception far more fluttering than hid 
attended any of kii former playi. We know, bow* 
ever, from his own confeiiion, which ii eertuoly 
more valid than Madame Dacier't conjecturef, that 
thii waf not the case ; that the prize of victory wrm 
atfigned to the Wine Flask of Cratinus, (that Cni- 
tlmis who collected his declining powers to show 
a youthful and not altogether forbearing rival, that 
he could still contest the palm with him,) and to 
the Connus of the cold and spiritless Ameipsiif. 
This was suiAciently mortifying ; and the author, 
by his frequent complaints, showed that he felt it 
to be so. 

There can be no doubt that the Clouds failed^ 
and there is as little doubt that the author re-cost 
his piece with the intention of bringing it before 
the audience a second time ; — that it was so 
brought, the acutest modem* critics teem to doubt. 
By some curious accident, it so happens that the 
play originally comdemned has come down to us 
with part of a parabasis (or address to the audi- 
ence) evidently intended for the second. The au- 
thor here compUins pretty bitterly (for Aristo- 
phanes was clearly a man of warm feelings) of the 
mjustice which had been done to this most ehtbo- 
rate of all his performances ( but he no where hints 
at the judicial overseers as the occasion of its fail- 
ure; on the contrary, the reproach is directed 
against the spectators, and from tlie epithet he et- 

• IM« Wdkm Ton WMmmI. ErUlneOTonf ▼». Bnmek, whta 
•tUUartiM «liroiiol«f)rorth«Ariffopliank nnniWw, nfminij 
«!od«m Mino Nubas smMidttM dotolt sitt 6o9en in mitnm hAuifi 
nnui )n teewim Mf produfiUf foiiie ineerta tpltU9 e§t. 
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Uches to tbem, we may see that it was a class of 
spectators not usually found in the comic theatre. 
The nature of the poet's subject, and the unusual 
labour, which, as he intimates more than once, he 
had bestowed upon the composition of it, had evi- 
dently led him to reckon upon an audience of a 
somewhat higher description than usual ; and as the 
keenest amateur of the Th^4tre Francois some- 
times deserts the sublime acting of Talma for the 
inimitable buffooneries of Potier and Brunet, so 
Aristophanes seems to have thought that he might 
reasonably calculate upon having, for once at least, 
the gentlemen of Athens (the KoKoixayst^ot) among 
his hearers. That they did attend, and that they 
assisted in the demolition of the piece with the less 
enlightened of the audience, is pretty clearly inti- 
mated in the poet's own words : 

ton a-o^otiy m 8V«t' ryoo Totwr' i^gst^yMatTiwo^av. 

In his play of the succeeding year, the Wasps, 
Aristophanes again complains of the failure of his 
Clouds, and mentions the direct reason of its fail- 
ure, viz. a novelty of invention, which the audience 
had not the merit to appreciate. 

With candid and discerning readers, the present 
writer feels no doubt that the way has already been 
paved for the justification of Aristophanes by the 
preceding remarks, and that many errors, which 
might have arisen in their minds from confceinding 
the ancient drama with the modern, (than which 

Vol. XLHI. C 
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no two things can be more dissimilar,) have been 
altogether removed. It is not for him to tell them 
what inferences are to be drawn from the circum- 
stances which have been incidentally mentioned,— - 
that Aristophanes did not invent the Old Comedy, 
but found it ready made to his hands — that in fais 
satirical, and even his indecent vein, he acted upon 
established principles ; principles which, however 
inconsistent with our notions upon such subject^ 
found sanction in the very religion of the timet. 
The information given respecting the masks has ap- 
prised them, that the audience came to the ex- 
hibition with a previous knowledge that they were 
to consider what they saw merely as a harmless 
caricature ; the comic poet being to them, some- 
thing like what a Gilray was to us ; with this dif- 
ference, that the former drew entirely from his 
own resources, while that ingenious caricaturist 
often acted upon the suggestions of wiser heads 
than his own. As these plays were acted only 
once, the reader will tell himself, that it became a 
necessity that the impression made should be a 
strong one ; and this necessity will be further en- 
forced to his mind by the reflection, that the audi- 
ence could only carry away, what they retained in 
their memories ; — what they lost in the recitation 
was not likely to be recalled by books ; for these 
were few and scarce, and the Athenians were, aawe 
have already observed, a seeing and hearing, but 
not a reading public. Vor these and a few other 
remai[)U the penetration of the reader may be 
trusted. In this place also, were it necessary, we 
might enter at some length into the state of parties. 
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which in some shape or other always divided 
Athens. A war party and a peace party — a party 
which favoured aristocratical, and a party which in 
like manner leaned to democratical principles, are 
terms which we easily understand; and we can 
guess, by the influence they have upon ourselves^ 
what would be their effects upon the fiery, dispu- 
tatious, and idle citizens of Athens. To their 
literary parties, however, and more particularly to 
that war of opinion, which existed between the 
philosophers and the writers for the comic stage* 
we have nothing analogous ; but it was as keen, as 
bitter, and as unintermitting as any opposition of 
politics between the Whig and Tory of this coun- 
try : even the subordinate animosities between the 
comedian and the flute-player, who was employed 
to regulate the steps of the choral movements, g^ve 
occasion to remarks in the plays of Aristophanes, 
(who certainly did not want for the esprit de 
corps,) which to this day are highly amusing. 
Now though nobody questions the general sincerity 
of those who advocate Whig or Tory principles 
unong ourselves, yet we believe the warmest argu- 
ers on either side would not always like to be 
taken to the letter in the opinions Of each other, 
which the heat of argument sometimes elicits : 
strong expressions on one side are and must be 
met by strong expressions on the other ; opinion 
must be combated by opinion, and the public are 
the real goners by the warmth of the controversy 
—they form silently their judgment from the con- 
flicting parties, and often set right those who are 
ostensibly their preceptors. And in free states it 
is right that all Uiis should be so. TVie aXTXvo^\k\i<tx^ 
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Mirhich we breathe is purged and cleansed in the 
same manner : the explosion takes place above, and 
the quiet fields below are only made sensible of the 
storm by the showers which are elicited from the 
concussion, and which fall to gladden, to fatten, and 
to fertilize. In this sense, Socrates, as a philoso- 
pher, was fair game for Aristophanes, as a comedi- 
an ; and the good sense of the former (perhaps the 
most predominant feature in his wonderful mind) 
would lead him to be the first to laugh at the ab- 
surdity, and would teach him that in a free state it 
was better that many things should evaporate in a 
laugh than in a more serious way. Many other 
points might here be insisted upon^ and particularly 
such as woiidd tend to remov^ those prejudices^ 
which lead readers to suppose, that Socrates wa% 
at the time of the exhibition of the Clouds, the 
same important personage to his contemporariest 
which his doctrines and his death have since made 
him to posterity ; and that therefore any attack upon 
him rniut have been the effect of envy and malevo. 
lence. Independently of the privileged license of 
a poet, whose opinions are always considered with 
a certain degree of indulgence, it would be easy to 
prove, from the long note attached to the translated 
parabasis in the Knights, that Socrates, an obscure 
philosopher just commencing his career, could be 
no great object of envy to Aristophanes, already 
high in fame, and shining in a branch of that parti- 
cular profession* where it was so peculiarly the ob- 
ject of ambition in Athens to excel, llie relation. 

* The postemion of talents for the drama were, according to 
Plato, the surest road to honour and promotion in AtbeD«,M 
fBUitary endowments were in Sparta. 
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sliips of rank, — those relations which all are so 
ready to deny as influencing their conduct, but 
" which, in fact, operate so strongly (and with good 
reason) upon all, — ^might here also be mentioned 
with effect ; and it would be no diflicult matter to 
show, that though a mistaken contempt might 
thus be generated, there would be small grounds 
for supposing a decided malevolence, in a man of 
rank and property, to the son of Phznaret the mid- 
wife, who valued his house with all its contents at 
fire minx. Even the opposition of personal cha- 
racter, as well as of profession, between the philo- 
sopher and the poet ; — the one gay, jovial, light- 
hearted, and a man of the world ; the other serious, 
thoughtful, and contemplative ; witty perhaps, but 
from the vivacity which lies in the intellect, and not 
that more sociable one which lies in the tempera- 
ment, might not have been undeserving of remark, 
and still more might we insist upon the circum- 
stance, that tlie personal appearance of Socrates 
(which was described more at length than persons 
of good taste might think warrantable, on purpose 
to give effect to this remark) was a consideration 
to a poet, part of whose entertainment consisted in 
the ridiculousness of his masks, and who in giving 
the masks of Prodicus or Hippias, would have 
g^ven what the greater part of the spectators would 
neither have knowledge of, nor relish for. 
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TifK plot of the Acharnians ii told in a very few 
wordf. DicKopolit, a citizen of Athena, if irritat- 
ed at the continuance of the Peloponneaian war, 
that calamitoui event, which furniahed Ariito- 
pbanea with ao many topica of complaint, and 
which ended in the ruin of hii native country. 
DicKopolia endeavoura to persuade hia country- 
men to make a peace with Lacedsmon : hia efforta 
fail : irritated at their obstinacy, the worthy rustic 
resolves to make a separate peace fur himself and 
family, and despatches one Amphitheus to Sparta 
for the purpose. We are not to look for probabi- 
lity in these Grecian farces i or, rather, it is in an 
utter contempt for probability and an entire de- 
parture fk*om all the ordinary prosaic occurrences 
of common life that the principal entertainment of 
these wild sallies of humour consists. TWih jour- 
ney of one or two hundred miles is accordingly ac- 
complished in the course of a few minutes. The 
rest of the play consists in a succession of*pune- 
gyrics upon the blessings which this treaty brings 
to DicKOpolis { (among which the additions to his 
culinary enjoyments are not forgotten, in a coun- 
try where cookery is ranked by one of its poets 
among the liberal arts() and a series of satires 
upon the young statesmen of the day, who were 
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impatient for the continuance of the war, and who, 
it should seem, had as yet shown nothing but that 
spirit of foppery, haughtiness, and vain-gloriness, 
which often precedes the development of power- 
ful and active minds : such were Alcibiades and La* 
inachus, upon the latter of whom the dramatist*! 
lash falls very heavily. The Achamians is the first 
in order of time of the plays of Aristophanes^ 
which have come down to us. It was written in 
the sixth year of the Peloponnesian war, and as- 
cribes the commencement of that calamitous event 
to a personal affront received by the mistr^'* of 
Pericles, the celebrated Aspasia. The policy 
which Athens pursued on this occasion is too weU 
known to the general reader of history to require 
any long comment. Persuaded by the eloquence 
of Pericles, her chief statesman, she shut herself 
up in her capital, left her fields and their produce 
to be ravaged by the Spartans, resisted every 
temptation to risk a battle by land, and trusting 
only to the superiority of her navy, she kept by 
that powerful weapon the islands and her foreign 
connexions in subjection, while she made reprisals 
for the injuries her own lands sustained, by sailing 
about and harassing every part of the Peloponne- 
sus. It marks at once the uncommon eloquence 
lind extraordinary force of character which Peri- 
cles possessed, that he could dare to recommend 
such a measure to his fickle and turbulent country- 
men ; and that he not only persuaded them to adopt 
it, but, in spite of every obstacle, (and the attacks 
of the comic writers were not among the least,) 
could keep them steady to this resolve. A short 
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view of the subject from the English historian of 
Greece will show the difficulty of the undertaking, 
and throw much light on the ensuing comedy, and 
the object its author had in view. «• While tlic 
Peloponnesian troops were assembling," says* Mr. 
Mitford, ** Pericles was engaged in the arduous of- 
fice of preparing the minds of the Athenian peo- 
ple for what was to follow ; obviating the clamours 
of faction, the discontent which would arise from 
the unavoidable calamities of a defensive war, and 
the jealousies to which his own situation of first 
minister of the commonwealth would now more 
tl^an ever expose him. Persuaded by his argu- 
ments, the Attic people applied themselves to the 
ung^teful task of^ stripping their whole country, 
and fixing themselves with their families within 
that space, ample of its kind, which the walls sur- 
rounding and connecting Athens and its ports in- 
closed. All their furniture they brought with 
them ; and many even the frames of their houses ; 
valuable in a country where the materials for build- 
ing were wood and marble ; the former scarce : the 
latter, though plentiful, yet in workmanship costly. 
Their cattle, great and small, and attending slaves, 
were transported to the neighbouring islands, prin- 
cipally to £ubcca. This measure, however, was 
not resolved on, even upon conviction of the pres- 
sure of necessity, without extreme reluctance ; for 
the Attic people, says a contemporary writer, were 
beyond all other Greeks attached to their country 
possessions and a country life. The ravages of the 

* Hutory of Greece, toI. iii. Syo. edit. p. 89. 
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Persian war were now repaired, with large im- 
provements upon the ancient state.of things; most 
of the houses were newly built ; some lately com> 
pleted and elegantly and expensively furnished, so 
that, according to Isocrates, they were saperior to 
the houses in the city. The temples also in the 
several borough towns destroyed in the Pernan 
wars bad been zealously restored ; and the people 
were warmly attached to those which they esteem- 
ed their own inherited religious rites, peculiar to 
that town which had been the town of their ances- 
tors, before Theseus concentrated their religion^ 
government, and jurisprudence of the country in 
Athens. Besides the prejudices thus to be violat- 
ed and imaginary evils to be supported, the real 
inconveniences, unavoidably attending the mea- 
sure, were great. While their improvements were 
to be demolished, and the revenues from their es- 
tates to cease, only a few of the more opulent could 
obtain houses for the habitation of their families ; 
and but a small portion could be received into those 
of their friends. The numerous temples of Athens 
afforded an incommodious shelter to manv : all were 
occupied, excepting those within the citadel, and 
the magnificent and highly venerated Eleusinium, 
the fane of the mysterious Ceres, with one or two 
others, which were firmly locked. Even the su- 
perstition which had taught to dread the roof of 
the temple called the Pelasgic, as under a curse 
from the deity, yielded to the pressing necessity of 
the times. Those who, in the actual circumstances, 
took the lead in public business, had certainly a 
difficult and hazardous office : it was of urgent ne- 
cessity for them to be cautious of pressing upon a 
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Uqyar portion of the lovoreign multitude in favour 
of a ■niAllert Mid hence, pcrhapt, the diitrvMcd 
individuals Aroin the country were not olijcrlH, «■ 
apparently tbey ought to have hccn, of the rare c»f 
Ifovornment, but were Icill ulniont rmirvly tc> their 
own moanaand their own diicrvtion. When tho 
templea were all occupicil, tho *turrcta of the city 
walla were romirted to fur privute rcHidcnce. Hut 
neithor building nor Npacu within the city Mufliccd 
for the multitudei Many fumilicii forniccl for thcni- 
i^lvca the heat iihcltrr they were uhle on thi* va- 
cant ground Incloacd within the long wulU and 
about the port of I'incuH.*' The hiaturiun then 
proceeda to truce the proKrcM of thr Hpurtan army 
under their general Archidunniis till tlivy n*ach 
AclmrniCt't' the largext and richeit borough c»f At- 
tica, aituale within eight miU'N of AthcnH. '* Ar- 
chidaniUH hud rxpectt'd tliai the Alh>riiiun people, 
strong in nimihcrN, nuturully high-Npirited ancl im- 
patient, and prepiired for war, um they hud never 
before been, would not have hontc without oppo- 
sition the wuHte of the KleUHiiiiun and TliriuNiun 
landa t but he depended more upon the ruin now 
hanging over Acharnx. The people of that bo- 
rough formed no fewer than ilnee thousand heavy- 
armed footi they could not but have greAi wrigiit 
in the Athenian UNHembly : and Arehidumut thouglil 
it probable that tlieir iinpatienee, umler the de- 
atruetion of their property, would inihience tho 
whole people to recpiire that they should be led 

* UfM!> thr irttiaUillnti of Ihr C:itmnly of lliv KiilKliit* 
t It li tint nallrffi ol' Arkimm wliu fiirm ihu Chpnu of Um rti 
«uUif oooMfdy ami rIto iIm uaino u» Uie pUwe* 

vot. xiMJ. n 
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out to battle : or otherwise, that when the Achar^ 
nians saw their own estates ruined, they would 
with little zeal engage in the defence of those of 
others, and thus he might proceed with more se- 
curity to ravage all the rest of the country. Wh»t 
passed in Athens proved the justness of bis judg- 
ment. From the time of the Persian war, now re- 
membered only by a few of the oldest citizens, At- 
tica, except a small part of the border, had never 
felt the ravage of an enemy. The Eleusinian and 
Thriasian plains had been plundered about four- 
teen years before by the army under Pleistonax ; 
and so much was supported now as matter to be 
expected. But when the Peloponnesian army en- 
camped within sight of Athens, and the rich Acbar- 
nian vale was to be the next object of devastation, 
the whole city was in an uproar. Some were ve- 
hement for marching out to defend their property ; 
others as warmly opposed a measure which would 
so endanger the Commonwealth ; but on all sides 
there was an outcry ag^nst Pericles ; who, whether 
as advising the war, or refusing the means of en- 
gaging the enemy, was reproached as the princi- 
pal author of the present evils." 

Such were the distresses which the first year's 
invasion of Attica occasioned; but the feelings 
which it engendered soon wore oft', and the Athe- 
nians are represented in this comedy, after suffer- 
ing the same calamity for five successive years, as 
snxious only for war, and as spurning at every pro- 
posal of the Spartans for accommodation. In the 
sixth year of the war, the period when this comedy 
was performed, the Lacedxmonian government, 
according to Mr. Mitford, alarmed by the success 



( 39 ) 

of their opponents, ** became anxiously desi roils 
^of peace ; but they expected only insult from the 
haughty temper of their enemy, should they send 
ministers publicly to propose terms : they made» 
however, repeated trials by secret negotiation. 
The wiser and more moderate Athenians, and those 
of higher rank in general, would gladly have pro- 
fited from the present prosperity to make an ad- 
vantageous accommodation. But the arrogance of 
the people, fed by success, and enflamed by the 
bcHSterous eloquence of Cleon, now the popular fa- 
vourite, (and minister since the death of Pericles,) 
made all endeavours for the salutary purpose fruit- 
less.*' 

The preceding observations will put the reader 
in possession of all that is necessary for understand- 
ing the politics of the following play, and he is 
warned at the commencement that it is a play en- 
tirely political : if he has any knowledge of " the 
sovereign multitude'' of Athens, he will not be sur- 
prised at the lowness of humour with which the 
poet artfully endeavours to cheat them into good 
sense. The writers of the Old Comedt resemble 
in some respects the Fool of the baronial times ; for 
the privilege of telling a few wholesome truths, 
they were condemned to utter a great deal of non- 
sense : the writers' talents were thus circumscribed 
or sacrificed ; but pride and self-love (two large in- 
gredients in all democracies) were effectually con- 
sulted. Plutarch, a gi*eat enemy to Aristophanes, 
allows that the comedy made such an impression 
on the poet's audience, that nothing was to be 
heard for a long time among the populace but quo- 
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tationB and recitations from it. It may be as well 
to add* that Acharn-ce abounded in coal mines, and , 
that many allusions to the occupations of its inha* 
bitants are made in the course of the play. We 
have here also the first attack of the poet upon the 
tragic writer Euripides. 
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DRMIATIS PERSOMm. 



DiCJBOPOLIS. 

Herald. 

auphitheus. 

Ambassadors. 

PSZUDARTABAS, Or TbE KiITg's Ey£. 

Thzorus. 

Chorus — composed ofArchamiana, 

WiFX of DiCJBOPOLIS. 

Daughter of Dicxopolis. 

Cephisophok-— Servant to Euripides. 

Euripides. 

Lamachus. 

Meoariaf. ' 

Daughters of the Meoariak. 

Stcophaitt. 

BlBOTIAir. 

Nicarchus. 

Servant of Lamachus. 

CoUHTRTMAir. 
PARAimCFB. 

MESsxireBRs. 

SCENE— The GsirxmAL Assxmblt— o/lferwafcb tht 
Howe (/Dicxopous in the Country, 



THE ACHARNIANS. 



ACT I. 

SC£JVE L 

DicjBopoLts* solus. 

Die, Out, out upon it ; I am sick» heartsick ! 
My joys are few, heav'n knows! some three or 

four: 
But for my plagues, they come in whole battalions, 
In numbers numbsrless, like Ocean's waves.— 
Yet, I have had my touches too of joy. 
Pure, genuine joy— when was't ?— stay, stay — 

'twas when 
I saw, dropping from f Cleon's fuU-gorg'd mouth, 

* AlflMft 8)1 the dnmatie Hailies of Aristopluuiei have a par- 
tieiilw ngnifieatiMi. Thm DiaetpolU menn a worthy eitixen. 
The reader nust be pKfkteA to encoonter hi the worthy citizen 
•II that riMtieity and *< ton de goguenaid,*' which I matt re*i|^ 
•t the outlet to the utter <i«ntem|it of thote, who cannot find in 
hoiieft intentions some apology for coarse manners and low baf- 
ftoaery. It b a picture uniqaely Greek, to have a person of 
bit rank in life giving sndi a debtor and weditor account of hit 
inteUeetual pleasures as DiesBopolis does in this opening lohio* 
qoy. 

f Cleon (of whom nMMb more hereafter) Jiad taken a bribe 
bom the islanders in snl||ection to Athens, under an agreemcat 
that he was to persuade his coantrymea to lig^hten the auuMl 
tribute/ which was levied upon the sulfjeetstatei. TV»Vaf^»»>s 
getting lecot of this, praieeoted tbe corropt dcBAgovaei tn4\M 
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Those same five talents. Oh ! the very sight 
Was milk and honey to me, genuine transport !— » 
Iioye we the knights for this, their's was tiie deed» 
And faith 'twas such an one as Greece nught well 
Be proud of. Then agun came t'other trouble, 
A trouble that might give the tragic Muse 
Fit theme and matter. I — a simple wight — 
Sat open-mouth'd, hugging myself in hopes 
Of something from the pen of JEschylus.* 
Sudden a hasty summons shakes the roof: 
And — ** Hoa, Theognis !f please to introduce 
Your company of actors !" brazen-lung'd 
Exclaims the Herald, — 'twas a blow that pierc'd 
My very vitals ! Then Dexitheus enter'd 
And tried his skill in a Boeotian song, 

wu eoodemiied to pay tlie fine of fire ulentt, whieh n heie 
mentioned. 

* £iebylns wu not Jiring at the time this comedy was aeleds 
the paaiage thefefoce alludes to a cariou* decree paned in ftmonx 
of this subKnie poet bV the fiattering gratitude of his coontry* 
men. It was the coanmon ordinance, that a piece, which had 
once obtained the price of netiMry in the theatrical cotMesls, 
should not be allowed to be exhibited a second time fiir the crown. 
This was altered in fiiTOur of Aschylos. An author, who wan^ 
ed talents for original composition, was allowed to r et ouc h and 
alter one of the prize<eompositions of Asehyhis ; and the play 
thus altered was considerrd afiur ol^ieetof competitioD with the 
original pieces of other authots, and might gmn the netory a 
second time. 

t Theognis was one of those unfortunate penoni, whom ciril* 
iaed society are so little disposed to fo r g iv e a bad poet, and a 
cold dramatist. There was so litde warmth or fire in Us eompo> 
sitions, that in Athens, where every one had a nkfc*name (see a 
pleasant fragment of Anaxandrides in Athenaeos, Hh. vi.) he waa 
called Snow. We shall see Aristophanes making a laaghable 
application of this name very shortly ; or rather it is piobahfe 
that Theognis derived hii name (hwi that pawage oT our aeti» 
idnunatiit. 
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\ti liopei to f[»\n the well-cnntetted heifer :* 
A ffrcftt refreihmeiit that !— Uut then agAin 
Thia year hu been a deuth-hhiw to ni«r. Oh 
*Twa» dUloeation of the neck,— a death 
Of vapoura and the apleen—- to aee and hrar 
That fellow Ohsria atooping, Hira, andalourhhiff, 
And flouriahing hia harah, ohalrcperouaj prehidca — 
But of all paina, paat, preaent, or to conic, 
Vevev aince firat I took to Viv'tu^ cleanly, 
And making my ablutiona, felt I, airii,— 
The duat ao painful in my eyca aa now.l 
'Tia morn : it ia the atated^ tcnn, und yet 
The l*Brrx| ia quite deaerted : not a aoul 

* A helftr wtf thf priva of vtotorx In the mwtetl rontriu, ai 
a bull wai the priM oroomprtliiofl tin ihr dithynimtiic pot-ti. 

t It hNi not b«m Iboufht nnerfwry lo <*iii<*r into the* fi«*ti<, or 
maeiurvt of Iha Onvk inuilc. Wliiirv«*r wtolirt fu hr iffiirn^ 
on thU pmnc m«y eumuit ihf Krt*iirli Aiiiii'liiir*i<, whrn* ihi* iiih- 
Jm li dlicuMfd «t Krrat li'itKili. 'Hi* iiirMdirt* n'rt'iri'ri fo In 
the teit U itwt rallrd iha On Man i \i njmUlit • ihr Niiihui' with 
awre than ooa play of wonia in ih«* riiurw. uf tUn lolluwiiif 
•orotdlMt 

I Thlf If ona uf tlioia plcnMiii(rit*« »o common In Artitopliiiiit*i, 
whiah tbr trltlei Mil J**^^' wror.nvt », jniici i,} »iirpriw U 
m^jliC haw barn ttxpt*A(iN|, fVom wliti hnd koiii* bcrorc, liint Uiu 
wiNTthy f Itlam wai on ih** point of nwtit.uiiing ■oiiif new itnrf 
•till mora •rriout f ritiviinc*^. 'I he Kni^Uh rmtlrr nuiit Im« run* 
trnt U) ara wlib a fnivn fkr<* irany ilhilar pHiMi^ri inuiihI out 
to him a« hiinioroiia, wh^n the n«al flif (MIouiiii*m pmii Ih- A-Ii l»y 
ihoM* only who hav«* a nlrn knowlMljff oftha (»rifriiiHl IniiKiiitK'S 
and to wlioni the varioui (!»pi'(*ikloiii and cuMunu of aniif|Uiiy 
art* p**rAwcly AinillUr. 

9 Tho avifinbllri of th<* pt^ipln with K|ib<*r itaieil or rntmor' 
dinar)'' 'fha f^a/Mf aMttmbln*! met four timn in the coiiru- of 
»vrr7 iblirtynvd dnyi. Tin* nntiirn ui' thfir aMPnihlifi will Ins 
mnrt« fblly rxplalntHt hcrf ant- r. 

I llili word will oOQur vvrf flrrxiui-ntly in a work roniit*rtiHl 
wtfb Atbi>nian pollUei. Ilia J*ni/.v wai a publit! plicr, whivli 
tUftiwd Ita namp Ihini the number of itunoi with wbich it wa< 
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Within* t ! No : my fine idle sparks must stand 
And gossip in the Forum ; skipping here 
And there to shun the herald's painted rope.* 
Plague take our chairmen, what are they about. 
That they too come not ? Creeping, and snail-paced. 
They never find their way till noon at least. 
What crowding then and elbowing among them ! 
What jostling for the foremost seats ! hcav'n saTC 

us! — 
But for a safe and honourable peace,-^ 
My masters never trouble once their heads 
For that : good citizens ! sweet citizens ! 
As I'm an honest man, I blush for you ! 
For my part, sirs, sure as the morning comes. 
So sure am I the first at the assembly. 
Solus cum solo there I take my scat ; 
And first I g^roan a little, — then I yawn 

filled. (A curious alluiion to thW cireumitance will be found ia 
the ensuing conitrdy of the Kiiightt.) The GHnrral AMeniblief 
were uiualljr held in the Ptit/x ; and bt-fure these useroblies aB 
•mbassftdors were required to give an account of their misnooii 
The three or four following scenes turn upon this point of 
Athenian legislature, and are consequently of much interest to 
the scholar. 

* ** If the people,** says Archbishop Potter, ** were remifi in 
coming to the assemblies, the magistrates used fheir utmost ea- 
deaTuurs to compel th«*m : they sliut up all the gates, iliat onlj 
excepted through which thfy were to pass to the assembly t 
th^ took care that all yendiUes sliould be carried out of the 
maricet, that there mif^t hi nothing to divert them from appear 
ing : and if this was not sufficient, the Ltguta (whose businm 
this was) took a eord dyed with vermilion, with which they de* 
tached two of the Toxotae, or public officers, into the maricet, 
where one of them sunding on one side, and auotlier on ilMt 
which was opposite, pursued all thi^ found there, and marked 
with the cord as many as they caught, all which had a eertaki 

'- let upon them.** llie polished Athenians appear continually 
• set of ihoughtlctf, Tolatile, romping school>boys. 



tic,— ttrctoh ft littlr,— hawk ft little t— 
I oome« ft fit of vupoiinii— then I fkll 
raoitiff fiffurm in ttir hnikIi or pluck 
llo tintr or lo, or pu/.xlr tno 
utfift nnd itorrm of nritlimotic i 
r rv<<r iiikI nnoti 1 chhi an t*yc 
I ttir lylooiniiig f\Mn, Hml brrftthc ft prftyer 
trtirMtimH for prucr. An for the (owrif— 
Atid CAHt windw lif^tit otiM !— I Uck of iiothin|f 
ny nntiff^ count ry>t)ox ftml plcftNunt NcrcH. 
ilk from thrtn of hiiytni^ coiiU nnd oil 
vinrifnr i Am;/ / hujf ! thank lienv'n tlio word'n 
lown to tlirni, they yield their prodtioc all 
lothing, tlicy : nor nrvcr »toop to twit me 

towopolli mott itrubnbly tlliMirf to tht addltlonti Mpmicea, 
I hU lffi<*/Miifary n'«i(idivp III ihi* lawn brouiftit upon him, 
«• ihr lrrti|itU)ii »i thr N|MrtNn« IiniI ilrivi'it him Into Atti(*ii«i 
tl llviiit iiiMin thr pniclucn i>r hl« thrnii whiohi n« h«* IniliimtCHi 
murh fhrlluK in thp ■iivvrcilhiK linn, tiad IVtnilthc<U him 

ill lupttMMriM uriin*, nv« orpniMiMM*. 

\m AlhrnUni wrri* pirllcitlirjy (tl«tini|iii«hi«d by thrir Af- 
iMit lu  Vttunlry lin>. In Iho pliiya of Titrmior %w\ PUu* 
rhkih, t nniHl ■oirc^ly olMrrvr, nrr ih«rlvnl t noluitvtty fVwni 
rw rnmrdy or ihr (lti^li«, rvrry oht R«ntli*m«n hM hi* 
rylmuw*! ■ml ihrcflnct priNlurr<i by itiuM* liinmii ii not 
Hfiwhiff to tlic niriiM III' coniriiili which ihli rirciiinitiinro 
nln ih« liandt ol' the wriirr* of tliim. Tht* rp|Ni«« of mI- 
d HA'« And tlip boillnK lmp<'tiio«lty of* youth,— tin* wm »ifh* 
r tiM plMiurm of thr town, nml ihi* fhihir rnyiKvd In tlir 
(til imuf^nivntior hi« fVirtit. tlio hAnt-r«rniMl fVul'i ol' mf 
duMrXf i*ra plptiim which iho (trrrk <lnim«ilM« drlJKht tu 
It. A town Mild tmuntry M*rvAiit olVn wid lo ih^ kIIWi (in 
til mont ptrtlciilariy) by chmiioKiN ni itrunirly ntMrkiNl, mid 
irtfd by dlnlogiie of m much wil and piMwniry.Niany 
Moti«r« hlmivtrhai ftirtilahrd. 'l1to Aldi^ llnrihrloiiil, In 
fhintlnf picture of Athi^nliin llfi>i hti wry iiropcrly laid 
rna ofbU Aulo flrnn In the rl«h vaUi of Aiharnff. 
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with ttiat curs'd ^by^ioordbuy. Here tiien cornel- 
Hands, feet and hing^ prepared ; and if a word 
Our orators let fall, save what pertains 
1*0 peace, I'll raise a storm of words, and rain 
A very tempest of abuse upon them ! 



SCENE n. 

Herald, Amfhitubur, Dicjecpolis, CflAiaxsir, 

Ambassahobs. 

The worthy citizen, as he is called par excellence^ 
has not long to wait for putting his threat in exe- 
cution. Scarcely is his curious soliloquy concluded, 
when the chairmen make their appearance: the 
scene of confusion, which Dicaeopolis had predicted, 
takes place ; every man elbows his neighbour, and 
all push for the foremost seat. The functionary^ 
whose office it was to see that the members of the 
assembly were exactly within the limits which had 
undergone the previous religious ceremonies of 
lustration and purification, executes his duties by 
desiring the members to advance yet a little hr- 
tlicr ; and the next regular formula of an Athenian 
assembly is enunciated by the same holy penoti, 
" Whose pleasure is it to address the meeting ?" 
The first person who offers himself to the notice 
of the legislative body bears the name of Amphi- 

* Then ii  pUij of wQidt in the origliialf ftr wMeli a rabsii- 
Cute haa been ghren. 
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thcuM. T\\e title importa lotnctliliig mom than liu- 
mmi oriK'tii. Tho benrrr uf It U iiware uf tlir cir- 
oiiiiifitaMoe, and it very perfect in hia iccnralafcy* 
(Tlio lonif grnerlc* durivationa of ICiiripidra arc 
ridifiilrd in thia nccotint of thr birth of Amphl- 
thrua.) 

'rriptnlrrniiN, aiiya l^mnc, 

Wna woilflcil ami hotUliHl 

With OrrrN, hiN cohNort luir 

Whoan oliaiitr and h(»ty lirr 

Soon nmdr him thr ain* 

Of a little aon and hcii'i 

AtiiphitlirtiN hy tiamr. 

Anipliithf'tiN thtiN hrod 

Soon took it in hia hrad 

<irrHt (/VtrUN to form, hia luir pro){fMi> . 

Whirh CJrlniN took the trotthio 

On Ph:riiurrt hiti douhh* 

l.yvinn** to hr^ct aa l.yciniin nir. 

> i'rnuttfif) Thwa lira thr tbnnhiiii of «Mir hidod in 

hrnv'n. 
'. hUimituivhi) WhutS hrttrr to lh« pnrpoNc*, in 

my at If 
Yciii arc the only nmn, whom licuv'n haa willM 

* 11ic> H«holiMt rfti^ra with irrrit |ir(>)iiXy iu ilm riiniinrnrr> 
MMll «f thv i|ihlfpiiri« III i'nurl m nii rxniii|ilr. TIini liitt«rrai< 
InK dniM upiiiii wUh n iiMltiftir by ilin liri'iiiiin, (turn wliirli wr 
k«milii tll^ ««mtHiM oribii tint ftvn lini*i,— iJiii tVlii|i« «ii« ilir ] 
MM ofl'iinlaluiiiiiMl Atirru* llinuiiol' l'rtii|i« liy liin iliiiiRliin- 
iH'fKiMHtiauii tiiai tlif pumImvi* til' iliU uiitoii wrn* AinnitMiiiitiii 
mhI M«tN«liiuii and iliat tliii llirnirr ul* iiir«i< twn lirtitlf im'imiiii 
WM iIm Ailhmr oTiIm i|iriik«r hirM'lf'. 1 lii< (liliinr (tiNrtm. whlili 
In* Iaii4ir amiiuHl tho Uiemry wuild, wm olMrrvvtl luffuiiuittMici* 
with a ilifilltr Iniianoo uiooiniiiiinu'iiilu nn<. 

Vol, XLUL K 
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To be your deputy and make a truce 
With Lacedaemon for you — one tilings I 
Come short, and want in — 'tis a little money 
To help the way : ill suits with birth divine 
And g^odship such confession, I allow ye. 
But rest the blame with your close-fisted chair- 
men. 
Who have not in more fitting guise provided me. 
Chair. What hoa there, beadles,— constables,— 

[ say ! 
^mp. (alarmed,) Celeus — Triptolemus — ^I make 
appeal. 
You will not see such slight upon your kindred ! 
IXc. Good ♦chairmen — members of the PrytJt- 
neum. 
Ye surely do despite unto the assembly, 
Who rudely force away a man that fain 
Would make a truce for us, and give our arms 
A holiday. 

Chair, Good friend, command your speech. 
Die, Vengeance upon me, if I do ! treat ye 
Of aught but peace, tliis tongue shall keep no 
measures. [king — 

Her, What hoa ! the f ambassadors from the great 

* For an explanation of the woid here, and in other plaees 
vendered cfudrmen, see the Note which give* an account oT the 
constitution of the Athenian aenate. 

t The ol|ject and detigfn of this comedy lie in the iwrraMa 
speech of Amphitheus; a hard word evidently to many of the 
auditors ; the business of this imaginary awembly is pcopertjr 
made to enforce it. The pressing state of publie aflUra had 
obliged the Athenians to solicit assistance in erery qoanar^ 
They had sent to the Persian monarch for mooeyi and to tke 
long of Thrace for troops: the missioDs themsdvea, and their efr 
fcets, are described with considerable humour ip the ftUowhig 
scene. 
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Tlie court demands their presence ! 

IHc. what does he 

Deliver us ? A plague upon these envoys, 
I hate their peacock trains, their six-foot words, 
And swell of ostentation. 

JBSer. Peace there, fellow. 

Die, Heavens ! what a dress ! this comes of *£c- 
batane! 



SCENE ni. 

AXBASSADOBS, KllTs's EtB (oT PsXVDABTABAS), 

asid former Characters. 

Amb, We were your worship's representatives 
To the g^at king, and for our journey cost 
Tour honours just two drachms a day, what time 
Euthymenesf was archon. 

Die. Heave a sigh 

For those samet drachms ! 

Amb, In sober truth, it was 

* Kdifne was one of the Penian capitali, and a plaee of 
great iCMnrt, I befieTe, for articles of fashionable dress. 

t SoUiynenes had fiUed this high ofBee twelve years before 
the rqtretentation of this eomedy. Aristophanes theref<»e hiugfas 
at hb eoontrymen, as the dopes of a set of men, who prolonged 
their oissMMU solely for their own pleasure and profit. 

% The drachma was about eight pence sterling. In all the 
Gieeiui democracies, official situations were miseraUy under* 
paid ; and the corruption which seems to have been so pre?alent 
wmnog ibgm puUic men may perhaps be attributed to this capital 
ddbeC in the very constitQtion of their govemn^t. 
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A piteous foil to wander o'er the plains 
Of wide Cayster ;— true — we had our tents. 
And bolster'd up ourselres as soft as could be 
Within our coaches, — wretches that we were ! 

Die. Cironically.J O you far'd hard no doubt— 
I was much more 
At ease txrho held me ever at the bulwarks. 
Glad of a truss of straw to stretch me on ! 

^mb. And then at our carousals to be forc*d 
To drink our vinous beverage so sweet 
From cups of crystal and of gold ! 

Die, Body o' me ! 

These prating coxcombs make our thick-skull'd 

town 
Their laughing stock. 

Amb, For these barbarians, 

The rogues ! allow no manhood but to those 
Who show a vigour at their meals, and drink 
A hogshead at a draught. 

Die. Say yoA ? we hold 

Thoughts quite diverse, and think such fellows are 
The stuff that pimps and profligates are made of. 

Amb. Four years elaps'd ere we could reach the 
palace : 
Meantime the monarch (in his train an army) 
Physick'd his royal person on the mountains. 
Eight months in that abode his highness purg'd him. 

Die, And, with submission^ when miglit cease 
his labours ? [moon,* 

Amb. His highness closM his course at full of 

* TliM ii taid to mnt % Itttgh at the e«pen«e or the Pernan 
king. It wai the praedee anong the Greek phyikiant to com^ 
mince a courie of medichie, and not to cI^k it, at tlie full mooo i 
a« (he htimourt are nippoied (o be then more abundant. 
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Then hied him home AiCAin.— next cnme in order 
The royiil entertainmentu: to our ahurc* 
Fell iiome flno oxen— whole, iiirs,— *uncurtail'd— 
Hot from the oven ! 

Die, Mould tlicNe triclcMome taleii 

For other eArN*-l)id tnoitu) ever hear 
Of oxen bak'd within nn ovtu ! 

^mff. We 

Had hirda too, aumming; thrice the wciKht of our 
ClennymuH tf thn numc tliry brur ia Mock-bird. 

iHc, A truce, a truce with thcac fine mockcriea: 

Heat ye content with thoac aanie drttchtna thry coat 

ua. [turn, 

^tnh. And now, ao plcnac yonr woriihipN, wc re- 
And with ua hrin^ the mifthty mfumrch'a eye ; 
Whoae name we f(ivc unto your cara, and call 
I'acudartahttN.t 

Die* la there no crow to pounce 

Upon thia rnvoy'a eye and makr u U nn{ on't f 

* Wr Iram nrom llrrmiotiii, thai It «n« Ihr niilitnn with ttii* 
IVriiant m hi^v nn uk, mihI <*vrii mi au, n liurvr, nriranicl 
ivrvrd up wlioir Nt ihrlr liilili't on liliih <liiy« or ft'tilvwK. ir An* 
tltihan<*« *it(* coiiilr p<trt iiia\ t»r lirii<*v«il, nn I'liiirc <'«iiirl wm 
lotnrllmrt •(*! hpAiff* ihr (IrrNt KiiiK hliMirlf. 'Ihr Ailipniiinii 
whoMi l«bl« I wrr«« iiiurh lirUrr rrKuttiiHl, look prliU* in Unifhlnic 
•t Ummi Inrxr rnU*r(Nlnttirnt« ofiho fiarbttiiant. 

t Wr «h«ll irc rnouKli ofiiiU nnniiiunair prnun in ihr ruiinr 
of tli« nillowInK pliijrii tin !■ ffrnvnWy tmwkn\ by thi< iiid (in* 
miiiUt* fttr hit wiint ol'iirriNHiiii coiir«Kr. 

I lilt* IntU'r piri of ihu tpprllition U  rriil Prniiin name. 
'Jtir Aril lyUnblrorii in ihrOrrrkimiKtiNKr •iKhinr«/fl/«(r. Art** 
toplitnrt rithrr winhcil to point m vonir I'rrilan Mtnip, ■• un* 
worthy thr runnilrnrr of hl» roniitrymrn, or, wluit ii morr pm* 
bshirt wl«h«(l to throw  diirmnt on the whuir builnrii. ■• g9f 
vfi (itr the* purpOM* oriirludHtff ihr Athrnlini. Il li irarrrly itr* 
MtMiry to ■dd, that amoiif thr l'rr«lNii ittonnrrh'i ruiirttrri and 
govrrnon Mime wrnt by tbr niinr ol'thc King** Kyn, and othrrt 
tka Klflg^ Xan, tkf . iea Arlitotlr'i ruUtivi. 
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SCENE IV. 

Charactei'9 at before. 

Her. Ili» highness' Eye* will please to come 
forthwith 
ISefore tlie court. 

Die. Ileav'ns, man ? dost see a navy, 

Orlook'st to turn a point and reach the dock-yard?-- 
You move so gingerly and witti such caution. 
'Tis well that eye lias prop and leather lining. 

Amb. Come forth, I'seudartabas, unbuckle thee 
Before their worships, and disclose the message 
His migtity highness trusted to thy keeping. 

P$eu.\ lartaman cxarx' anapissonai 
Satra. 

JImb. You comprehend :• 

£Hc. No, by this light, 

Not!. 

Amh, Ilin majesty, he says, is firm 
in his resolve to send you money. I'un^ (Sp§akintf 

to the Peraian) 
Your voice before this honourable court, 
And say distinctly, money ; now, sir, speak, 

* ITie Icgata, to aniwer hit iipprlUtion, makei hit ■ppetrtoce 
|0 a msik, btvinf a prudlKioui eye to it. 

t M* Poliuinet, the Fnmeb tnmilator of ArUtopbanei, mjt 
that this b Celto-Scytbian, aiul impUef— but it nuy be m well 
to give hit note enUre uprm (be lubjRrt— C^ett^a-dire, unt charte 
est imank du ietritarUn (ilet buremix) du iotrape de to pravhwe 
<r Jtnu. M. Poinalner refen for tliii eiplanitioa to bb ** On^net 
Ujrieiiiici^'*awofk which I bsYenoticen. 
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Pers.* No mony for sofl-breech'd loiiiaiis. 

Die, Clear and distinct enough, i'fuith : what will 
Become of me ! 

Bier, What says the gentleman ? 

Die, He says that we are fools, and what is worse. 
If we expect one doit from these same scoundrels — 
These foreigners 1 mean. 

Jtmb. Tut, you mistake : 

He tells you, sir, of some whole bushels here 
Of gold. 

Die, Bushels ? — but you're a knave : go to — 
I'll question him myself — observe me, sir, {to 

Pseudartabaa) 
And answer straight to my interrogations. 
Or I may chance to throw a dyef from Sardis 
"Upon your body, — Will the king send money ? 
Resolve me, yes or no. {the Pei^sian nods dissent.) 

Our ministers 
Have play'd us false then ? {the Persian nods assent,) 

Well, these men nod Greek, 
At least ; nay, in my conscience, I believe 
They are of Attic breed and our own countrymen. 
At any hand that eunuch there is Cleisthenes.t 
Sybertius' precious son. O 'tis a quick 
And nimble wit, where ought that's foul and 
monstrous 

* Pteudartabas speaks brdcen Greek, and Uiis is the usual 
trandation given of the passage. M. Foinsinet, however, thinks 
otherwise ; and referring to his book abovementioned, he says ; 
J^ ai &tt voir que cette phrase barbare signiiie out, cda mSme, 
tk Por, de guci ctuvrir un schasne ; qpportex^n du piu* cUUr. 

f This was of a red colour : Diceopolis means to say that he 1 

would beat him till the blood came. 

X Cleisthenes and Straton were two effeminate men, infiiroous 
for their vices. The name of the fonner oceun {te<vM;iiV\^ m 
tbete eoacdiea. 
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Is to repay the labour of invention. 

And then to come in such expenditure 

Of beard, and ape the humours of an eunuch !— - 

But who's his comrade ? Do my eyes play false. 

Or is it Straton ? 

Her, Peace ! sit quiet, man. 

List, 8?^, the senate bids his Eyeship welcome \ 
And asks his presence to the hall.* 

Die. The hall ! 

For him ! a rope ! j halter rather — must not 
Such conduct drive a man to desperation ! — 
And I stay loitering — Yes ! that hall has doors 
Are never clos'd — no stranger but has access 
And freest entertainment there, so help me ! 
But I will do a deed that shall beget 
Amazement — where's Amphitheus ? 

Jimph. At your elbow. 

Die. Take you these drachmas, eight they num- 
ber, sign 
And seal a truce with them of Lacedaemon, 
For me, my wife and children. For you, messieurs, 

fto tlie people J 
Ambassador as usual, and be gull'd. 

[Exit Amphitheii9. 

* The hall here mentioned wai the PryUineum or palace, 
where the executive govcnimeiit, for the time beings were en- 
tertained at the public chnrgt*. Ii wai utual to atk ■rohaiwrion 
and ttrangen ofemiuence to the entertainmenti. 
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HCKNK V. 

lltitAMi, l)tvim\¥tiuttf 'riiKom K. 

iiev. Wlittt hoa ! 
rhouruSf* ptouMo to coino brror * tlir court, 
And iay what moNMif^ fmm Nitiil!coi.i 

Am roady to Uio oull. 

i^iif* lloav'n liolp I bcra comcN 

Atiotlicf coxcomb. 

VVi^o, Hir*, my lordii, our utay 

In Tliraco bad been but abori 

J^c. Aye, marry, Imd It 

If pay ran Nbort. 

T/fTo. lint tlmt wa fouhd tlici flrhU 

ihw heap of Niiow : tlm v'wrvn too wrrr bound 
In Ice. For why ? our frowty bard, rhp(»jfiii»i,f 

* ThM»rii« If •(i|;mHti/.r(l In tlii^ Old Vumnly a« « tla(if«nMr niid 
a man ffullly ut' prrjiiry. A i«<w |Mf(««i ol' AriititpliHiiri Imvn •!• 
rtadjr brtMiflii ii« IiiK} vi^ry lii<lt(1Vivui rtimpmiy i Imii Diriiiiuitaly 
Uin iNml ltuld«ii llglii ptiiiolli aiitl lii« (<liMiii(«irr«« Hkr llir fifunri 
4n • ntag lo liiiirnii vtuiUli Nlmoit •« ri«|ii<lty m ilH'y N|i|N<iir. 

t MtilcMWM king ol' riimri*. 'I'lin lrni|»il(iii ol' liic Uiutlitt' 
monliini liml miiln l( iircrMMi'y lui' iltr- Aihrniitiiii tu omri ilitf 
alHaMrii uf t«v«ry li*rrlan |N>wrr wlilvh niitlil In- of ni^rvin** to tlit^m 
In Ihlt Iryinf iluiiitlMn. Tlit^iillmnt'e wlili HiiNlir* wm« <lir muin 
ni«««iNry Itt vimrd Nf iitiui t*t<r<llfii'ii<, kliiK ui' MhckiIiui hIid Ai< 
vmimrd thu oinia iif ilm l*«ln|M»tin(iflan«, hut wlii»«r hnnvfhty, 
MllklaM, mwl •iiprlcilmi<i rhBmoir>r eontlnually It^l Hliti to dri^nk 
hit Ml|iifi»m(^mi. TImi narnn ut Mlmlnri' Km, who riitiu'tNiiiril 
M itroiif a pfNlllartlmi fW ilin Aihrnlani, wa« MiiUoiMia. 

t Noraae mafcti tba Alpi kidvkltNl fUr thoir ittuw i«i Um' rulH 
aampofHkmi arFnrliM/ 
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Was writing for the prize. This tedious time 
Sitalces and myself gave to our cups. 
The man, in truth, is fond to very madness 
Of us Athenians. Nay, the very walls 
Bear token of his fondness. " Fair Athenians^" 
" Charming Athenians," still meet your eye, 
In well-writ characters,* at every turn. 
The son, whom we have made a denizen, 
Felt coil and mighty stir to take his privilege 
And join our festival of Apaturia.f 
'< And, father, sure you'll lend a helping hand ! 
" To such a state as this !»*-^«« A helping hand ! 
**V\\ send them such a host !" replied the sire. 
And as he said, he swore it, making due 
Libation at the time. "I'll send them such 
'* A force, that whoso sees them shall exclaim, 
• Why here's a host of locusts^^ come among ui!* " 
jWc. Fine promises ! but none one word I credit — 
Safing the ^locusts. 

* The practice of writing upon the walls, here aieribed to the 
Tbracisns, was very common in Athens. See the comedy of the 
Wasps. 

t The festival of Apaturia laited three days. On the fint day 
•f the festival each t ribf had a separate meeting, at which • 
samptnons cnt»'rtainmt>nt was provided The Athenians wera 
excellent cooks, and the young prince in the text, among other 
privileges to which his right of ciiizenihip entitled him, appean 
to have set a particular valae on the tautoges which he should 
meet with at this feasi. 

X This satire, directed against the foreign troops who devoured 
Athens, when railed to her «ssi«tance, is strong and palpable. 

$ From a fragment cf Herntippus, (the contit- poet who brought 
Aspasia before the tribunals of A'hens for impiety,) it is probable 
that the Spwrtans had made application to Sitalces for assbtanee 
as well as their antagonists, and with a* little profit as that mes> 
tipned in the text. The fragment, among other articles import* 
fA into Greece by Bacchus, mentions a ctsitaiieoaa diioider 
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Firm onto his word, 
iBTch sends his bravest troops, and men 
St mark Thrace has to boast. 

My eyes 

itation of this truth. 

faddrearin^ Mnuel/tQ thetro9p9,J SoldieM 
e, who took Theorus for your guide* 
*t demands your presence ! 

[The Thraciaau enter. 
Who are these? 
schief have we here, in the devil's name f 
Your eyes behold a host of Odomantiaas.* 
reach you not ; these are bat euniicba. 

Tttt! 
m two drachmas for their pay» and pre- 
ntly 

ttle shields will overspread BoBOtia. 
i'wo drachmas ! and for such a rabble too ! 
:umcised scoundrels ! O, 'twould break 
rts of my poor ^bench-tied countiymeo. 



I UBOog the Lacedcmoniaiit ftom Sttaket, ast i 
rom that which is tUU to be found in OMuqr pnct sf 
Aktben. lib. i. p. 27. 

donantet were a people of Thrace near tl» liter 807- 
r were great deTooren of garlic, and aAed ea umdl 
or their services. The KhoUast sayi they wweiawa. 
Ml was sent inro Thrace to eneotmier lliaiiilaii he en* 
to procure mercenariet from the prince of Hie CMo> 

•00, or light buckler, was not at aU to the tsM* of tke 
rhe Spartans more particularly aflbeted to despite ic, 
cess of Iphicrates with his taigeteen iau|^ tktm to 
ent TBhie upon it. It wo«ld be endless to temSad the 
?ery play •/words, by which the poet's ridieale ii coa- 
1 slin less perhaps to hit taste, to attempt an Iprftadoe 

let allodet to the benches on whidt the AtlwBlan «!• 
the puposevf rowing. Tlie c w M i ra i ttiBaqt Ilia lap 
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VVIioitc iiohlcr Mcrvicet have wrought the town'f 
Deliverance. — Why, what nowP hang dogi^ vtr« 

IctH— 

ThcMc ro^ucH huvc: hclpM them to my garlic!* 

Toll uw. 
Were e'<'r men ho reMpeetlcMM in their courae«t 
Am thcHc Huine 'riirttcIuiiH! (To them) Knavea! dif- 
^orf^f — tluH riioinenl. 
YViro. (to /Hcjufftoiin.) Jlc cautious, nor adven- 
ture on A mail 
Wltti (garlic I in hin mouth — bo more advia'd. 
/i/r. (iood cimirineii, help, in the name of Jua- 
lice! what. 
In my own country ! from a Htraiiger tool 
To Kufler Kuch injublice * — Mark me, aim, 
I claim my privilr^c?, anrl do proteat 
Af;ain:il the meetiii;; and itH purjiort. Sec, 
The day iu cloudiiiff in ! a drop ofrainf: 
llax (all II upon my check. 

ciriit «lii|M of ivur will Ix Ih'«I iiiiilrr4(of>d by  iU'toription fX- 
f rai-tcd front l><' i'u|;i'«, an intrllif^fnt Vtrneh offlcfr, aiid hivirc* 
rd III llii* ■li'find voliimr oC Milford'a lliM(»ry of (litTfc. Afk* 
to|iliniii'« iNk^.t f vfry i)|i|)<irfiifiiry of (ompiinimtiiiK thif AfCtn 
kHilori; anil iiulml wlioi-vcr wi^nld rrtuki' liimM*irnMi«ii'r<if Ort- 
cian (Niliiici, iiiort* iiNrtifiilurly Ht ilu* iirrM nndrr Immi^iKltt 
riMuidrniiiitii,i'aiiiiot Im*«i«w too iiiurh ■ttrtiliini on iIm AChclitaii 
iiMvy, HI ihai tinif ihi* mmi iwwrHiil hi fhr world. 

* b very iiii'iolifr of ihr KccJi'iia or f irtirrwl A^ii*mMy,MMnl' 
iiiK'o M. l*oin«iiift, had n ei'riiiin quantify ol Kirliotlluwrd hba, 
Ihr III'- |Mir|»OM'. li«* •ij|>|M)«c«,uf (;ti»rdiii|t ■K<*iii*l ^'ir ctmtuifitm 
of any I'pKh'iiiir diionlcr. It i« mor«* likely iImi tlwfprlic fbrmcd 
|Mirt ol ilic worthy iiiffniKf't l*rr«kfa«i. Our own fniaiorf uttd 
I'urini-rly to mrry proviiiont wlih ihrni lo iIh* houie. 

t 'Ihi* (fH'rki iiMd lu ^'hI ihi'ir Itf^iiiig eo(fk« wflh ipirl*^, 
ihal thi-y niif^ii t-nrounlrrmch olhrr wi(b ■kitm Airy i heocn 
ihe ■iliikioii. 

f 'Ihr Aihi-nMii >«M-rfiblk« wer<i iiiiineittat«l7 hUohhiH lo anf 
nuflivuiirablt: w«ii|brr. 
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Jier. Tho m#n of I'limoc 

Will ttiitniUly rotirc! : tlio' AitMcnihly U 
l)ii|pOlvMi wo tncot igMiu tliQ thirtiotli. 



HIIKNK VI. 
AKirHtTiijcrN, Dtc'/NOfut.tN. 

IHc, Wrrlch tlmt I »iii 

Tu loNo my itllid'H l)CMt tngrcdient, thuN !— 
Hut Ncr Amphithmm rcttirtiM IVom HpnHii. 
Itc^nltli nnd ihir gi*c«tlii|f, frlotid. 

*^mph, (huri'fiinif Jhrnvurti) I tnko thorn nui 
Until my rnco \\m run nin to a Htup. 
The AcharuianN aro at my lioeJii, you nco } 
And I miut ttoodii bo ((one. 

iHi', Hut how in thin -^ 

*lmph. An I camo hrrc t\ill iit)c<i(li bcarinjf i^ 
hand 
Homo trucon— mark !— v<»ur urniorti of Aoharntr 
Ciot NC^nt of them : NtiH' (Tulibrd dog;ti arc thry i 
rhipi of t)»o holmwmkt or the* Nturdy muplc* i 
Fit NubjoctM for a i\K\\\ ut Marathon. 
"Koguc! Hcoundrol!" opcn'd all at once. *' Wliat. 

knave I 
(hir vincM all lo»t, and you dare tiring un truofN !" 
Thrir cloakM anon oollrrt a nhowV of NtonrM-- 
I wait not for the Mtormi but run itdl apcrd t 
Ami over at my hcriN I hoar tholr »tepM 
Ami ihoutN. 

JHc* AII'm one. Hut doM in faith brinif truces 
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Amph, Aye, that I do— three teveral lortB «nd 
samples. 
Taste these — these truces are of five yean growth* 

Die. Bah ! {making a grimace.) 

Amph. Why, what ails you now ? 

Die. I like them not. 

There is a smack of pitch and naval armament 
About them. 

Amph. Try some others ; these I call 
Of ten years standing. 

Die, Foh ! they have a taste 

(And strong) of embassies and long delays 
Among allies. 

Amph. What say you then to these ? 

By sea or land tbeyMl last you thirty years : 
Taste them : nay, taste. 

Die. O, sweet ! sweet ! sweet ! they breathe 
Of nectar and ambrosia. Not one word 
Of three-days* camp-provisioning in these. 
Fair speech they hold, " Do at thou vnU — go vhere 
Thou Ustett** — hand and heart and voice 1 take 

them. 
I quaff, 1 drink, I make libation of them. 
For those Acharnians, may the devil fetch them ! 
War — mischief — misery, good bye. I'll in 
And pay his rural feast to Bacchus. 

Amph. And I'll 

Unto my heels, to 'scape these rogues that follow. 



* Erety Aihrnian toklier wn obligied, prerkmiljr to a 
pi^gn, to proTide himteir wkh provi»ioot lor three days. B** 
petted •llunoos are msde to thif ciutom b the count of Iks 
fbllowiDf pbfi. 
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8C£NK VII. 

Fuil Cuom/Ri* in purtuit of JhctfopoUt, aUdittta emh 

(tthtr, 

Doublei double toil and trouble, quicken step Hud 

chnnge your plan, 
Inquisitioti or petition muit arreit tlie uliamelcM 

man I 



* Ai ilili l« the Am paiiaf* In Uie prviMt work wliioh Iniio* 
iutm 10 th9 rondrr ilwt nurioui ptr' of ihr «nrtefit iimnw, iho 
Ch§ruit ii may h» n^ommty to maliv  fVw tfonriM* mniarki on 
let fbrmailon and naiuro. I'be mkjirtt hai bi^n trraii-d wry 
amply l>y lkilil«»frl, ami (b« AbM« llnrilit'lonil an<l l)u llo«« to 
whoto worlu tbo r»aH«r U rvft'rrrd who wUbn tbr morf aiiipio 
infbrmatlon. Thi* tbltuwiiif ivmarki aie rKiraetMl rhif fly (Vum 
lli» flmnrr.— Thr (bMtrt*i uf ibv anelc nia Wfri>, In eomiMriMm 
with cho tmall lealf of ihiih, of a ooloii«l iitifiiifiidtt. piirtly (Ur 
Iho ■ak'* of eontatniiif •bt' wh"!** ufibo |i«<u|ik, wiih ibr cun* 
ioan«t uf •irniiffrn wbu flui'kftl tu ib« (ViihaU, aiMt iwr* y to 
forrotpunit witb ibe miOt*i(y *»f tha ilminai rrprrteiiiid ii tbriOf 
wbtch roqiilrtid tu Imi 9tt>n ai a rt««p«^ciAil dUiAnao 'I'br ii^ati 
ortbt« ipfotaiora ruiiiilit«d oC %tt\», wbicli ruic bai-kWNrdi round 
tbo Minil airalti of tbr orebrttra, (oatird by u« fbf |)i(,) in ibat 
tboy ooiiM all mw witb ttqiial euuvf iiit^ncr. I'bf rffnt'i of dl«* 
UiiMi wat rttinodUid by an artiflciai br.ybtfnluK of ibt* •iiiy»ot 
r«)pn*tont«d to tUp »y» and t«ari pnidiii'tMl by nu^ani uf inaikiy 
arid funtilTan«<<i (br Inort^aiinf (Im' juudiicu of ibt^ vulvt* , and 
tbi* •!»«• of ihi> flfiim. 'IV iowt •( tif |i of (lit* ani|ibiibfMiro 
wai itill raliad (roiialdurably abuvr tb(*ur' bt^mra, and tbf iInk^ 
was pla*(Kl u|i|toilit) (n ii,a( an viy al drgitie nl' rb vaiioii. 'llm 
tunk tt^ml ciroltf of ilii^ orobciira ('(intainnd no i|K*c(aiuiii und 
wai a|<pn>|iHatHl to ibr Cbonii. 'I'br Cboiui wai e(»iii|M>ird uf 
intiit wumtii, oitUtsni, itddit-n, ilavt^ii pririii, Ho, arcordhiK lo 
lb* natiirt* of ibf pi«i9t<. 'I'br number of ptirnuni coiiipoiliig it 
wa« linilttHl tu tra^fdy ui flltft-n, In I'oittt-dy lu iw^niy-luur I'bo 
iintrana«>i uf ibttCburiii weru btiiraib in ibe nrubfitra, In wbidi 
It nvnofilly romalnad, and In wbluh It ahu iiorttirined Id lolnnn 
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It concerns her pride and honour that our town 
motions know ; 

Who has back'd him, or has track'd him, for\i 
let him come and show. 

Semi' Chorus, Toil and search are in vain. 
He is gone — fled amain. 
Now shame to my age. 
And to life's parting stage. 
Other tale it had been, 
When my years were yet green. 
And my youth in her pride 
Followed fast at the side 
Of •Phayllus the racer ! 
A fleet-going pacer, 

dance, going backwards and forwards daring the cboral m 

In the front of the orchestra, opposite to the middlp (^the ao 

there was an cleration with steps, resembling an altar, as big 

the stage, which was called Thymele* This was the statioi 

^^ the Choms when it MA not sing, bur merely took an interei 

the action I'he leader of the Chorus (called the coryphi 

.. , then took his station on the top of the thymek* to see wluit 

I j *; passing on the stage, and to communicate with the cbaiael 

;i ' Though the Choral Song, therefore, was common to the w! 

''*- ' ' Chorus, yet. when it entered into the dialogue, one person si: 

for ihe rest. Occasionally, as in the present instance, the < 

Tus divided into two parts, each having its respective leader, 

> discoursed upon the incidents arising from the developmei 

u. the piece. These conversations are generally terminated 

' ' their uniting into one body, and returning their function 

.1 full Chorus. The ihyroele, as Mr. Schlegel observes, was sit 

ed in the very centre of the building; all the measnremi 

were calculated from it. and (he &cmi*cirele of the theatre 

described round that point. It was therefore an excellent < 

trivance to place the Chonu, who were the ideal representat 

of the spectators, in the very situation where all the radii ( 

centrated. 

* Phayllus, a famous lunner and prizeman at the Olyn 
games. An epigram, cited by the scholiast, says that he c 
leaped flfly feet. This could not possibly have been on I 
ground. 
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II10' coaIi a Aill Mck 
PretiM hard at tny back. 
Then had not thif maker 
Of peaoci and a breaker 
With hU bolt fVicnd, I ween, 
Long apace put between 
Hia country 'i undoer 
And me hia puraucr, 
Nor ahould we thua part 
For a leap and a atait. 

But now my leg with ago in heavyi and in ven- 
geance for my ainai 

*Lacratidef and all hia fVoat aure winter in thcac 
atiffen'd ahina. 

80 tho rogue both acapea ami floiita me— 
Simi'Chorni Forward, forward, friend, 

'twere ahame, 

Should we, tho' flow, tlio Hearch fbrcgo, and the 
varlet victVy claim. 

Who, loat to All grace. 
And the worit of hit race, 
(Sky, wet him and Moak him !} 
Air, strangle and clioak him !) 
Hath hia love-cup lot flow 
With hii country's worst foo. 
Ah, ne'er ahall there bo 
Jktwixt (hat foe and mo 
Love and fair amity \ 
Hut hatred more glowing. 
And war ever growing. 
At his check and his lip, 
And his aide and liis hip, 

* XiaoraifclH «aa a (brmer irohon of Ath«nf, during wIiom 
maglstfAaf tbert haiipaiMd a prodlgtoui IkU of mow. 

r 2 
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ril point me and push 
And V\\ ttick like a ruth/ 
Face-twiating^, Jaw-rending, 
Lip — chin — and knee blending { 
That my fieldt never more 
May their lost cropi deplore, 
Nor my vines mourning feel 
Trampling foot and sharp heel. 

Full Choeus. 

Soft and fairly, word and parley we roust drop and 
straight begone, 

To f Ballene visage mean we, comrades miney to Mtt 
anon. 

Earih and ocean must be compawi'd, till the grace- 
less varlet's found { 

O what storm of stone and missiles then abaU fiy 
the wretch around ! 



* The ocftreit term In our Ungmpt lis* been here given for 
thatiharp pointed plant, known amonr the ancMintt bytiM 
name of tehamui. Hie foreible epithet In the orfylnal, wMoh 
identifief this Initruroent oTvenipMnee with the Atbenkin navy, 
however lifnlAcant In the Greek, would hive lost much of Its 
tntrgf in a tninsUtkNi. 

t A pun derived flrom PsUene, (one of the Attie boroughi,) 
mmI (Vom a Greek won! which ligniflet to cast itonet. 
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ACT IF. 

Tub unitieft of time aiuI plncr, wbicb wevc to 
fttrictly regarded by the Cirrck trttgcdinnv, do not 
nppeAr to hHve ituod much in the wny of then* 
comic writerii{ and uccordingly DicxopoliN, whom 
the flrat act diaplayed an forinini;^ aconipouciit part 
of the General ANnembly in AthenH, conicn licfure 
Ui in the aecond aa if reMtored to hiH beloved bo- 
rough of Acharnx, about eight milea diMaiit from 
the capital. The worthy citizen in commencing 
Ilia rural Mucriflco to HacchuH. IIih wife and duugh- 
ter aaaiNt in the ceremonial purtN of thin Molrnm 
rite {the latter bearing the golden bnMkct, filled 
with all aorta of fruitM, in which conHiMtrd the moMi 
myateriouH part of the nolcmnity. Tiie ladle, with 
which the proper loguminouM hei-lm were poured 
upon the aacred cake called tlatcn^ iNaUo conNign- 
ed to her hand*, and Nho U further encouraged by 
her mother to conduct herNclf **like r Udv un hhe 
wat,*' '' and to keep a iiteady cuuntenuncc, like one 
who wan fed upon savory." A blcNNing in then 
pronounced upon her huMband, under et rtain re- 
atrictionat and it doea not Nay much for Athenian 
morality that the young lady it further inHtructed 
to take care that no OTio in the crowd ntade free 
with the omamenta of gold, in which her perNon 
waa plentifully arrayed. The father next arranges 
the order of the lacrcd proccHilou : f\ta\. \% ivi ^<X- 
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vnncr the tldufrhtrr, hmrtnip in her hand the hol3r 
h^iikct : behind hrr liiUowi Xiinthiai the slave, raii- 
iu)^ on hi^h that myatcnoui emblem of the active 
prinriphs which makes ao conapiciioua a figure ill 
all orirntnl xvoriiliip. The mother appears to be 
consigned to the houae-top, as a mere npectatress 
of the imponinjf pomp, while the sire himself 
hrinvfs up the rear, chanting the usual hymn to 
PhnlrM. Some of the epithets applied to this sub* 
•loity are not of the most attractive or honourable 
kinti ; but it vfM W.r years since Dicxopolis had had 
un opportunity of paying his respects to him, and 
he Mcemn detrrininrd to prove that none of the 
go(l*H quatiflcations had escaped recollection in the 
interval. 

Phalos, warmer love than thine 
Never touchM the god of wine :— 
In their revels and their joys 
Thou art with the drinking boys; 
Not n laugh nor Hhout sonorou% 
Hut thy voice is heard in chorus; 
And when skulking night hath set 
Luxury upon his feet, 
Thou art with him— to intrude*^ 
Where your luHts may best find food.—* 
Phules Hununers »ix are wanted, 
Since thy converse Inst I tasted, 

* Thii ttTvet of the Dionythi upon public morsli may fMy be 
tern In dir Nrw Corm^y of thi* Qrrrkt. Th^ d^odmeni of u 
very srnit portion of thdrdninMitiippia • Co hare turned apon 
the tWeipUmmie biribt to whicb the UeeaiiouifMM of tboie diior- . 
(lerljrIiMtiirAls gave oecstion. 
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And that interval between 

Much I've sufTered, much I've seen. 

Fight and skirmish, battle-cry. 

Toil and tug and Lamachi. — 

But I'm now within thy arms ; 

And amid my villa's charms 

All is pardon'd, all forgot. 

Mine be now itf/b sweeter lot 

In a forest or a glade 

To surprise some neighbour's maid 

Occupied in petty theft — 

Branch that's lopp'd, or stem that's cleft, ' 

Then to seize the sweet intruder, 

And with kiss, and nothing ruder. 

To compress her till her soul 

Through her lips comes warm and whole ; 

As the grape g^ves under pressure. 

Stone and juice and pulpy treasure. — 

Phales, Phales, I am thine, 

Fhales, Phales, thou art mine,^ 

Boon companion, see my cup, 

Let a joint draught drink it up. 

If too deep our thirst we slake. 

And our morning temples ache. 

Peace shall medicine us both 

"With a dish of fragrant broth ; 

And if frost be in the gpruel. 

What serve siiields unless for fuel ? 

At this point, the Chorus, who had kept an eye 
upon him during the whole sacrifice, and knew him 
to be the person they were in search of, come up ; 
their earnestness is well evinced by the exultation 
they display at finding him, and their revletale^ 
o.xhoTtJttJons to each other to stone him Te%wu\Ac 
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the pleonastic vengeance of Ring* Lear, "when he 
was to shoe his horse with felt ** and kill, and kill, and 
kill, and kill." Could a single death indeed suffice 
for the punishment of a man who had been so 
shamelessly impudent as to betray his country- 
make a separate treaty of peace with her enemiesi 
and who, after such unparalelled enormity, had yet 
the audacity to look the Chorus in the face ? Such 
are the sentiments and such the reasonings of thit 
body of Acharnians. In viun does the worthy 
citizen beg them to hearken to reason : the Chorus 
will hear no reason : we hate you, say they, in ft 
^limax of indignation, worse than Cleon; — that 
Oleon, whom, for the sake of our Knight's fee^ 
we intend some day or other to cut into shoe-lea- 
ther. The Spartans they proceed to treat with the 
utmost contempt, as men who had no reg^ard for 
religion, no respect for the dictates of honour, no 
reverence for the sanctity of an oath. (The pub- 
lic character of this singular people was indeed 
ever at variance with their private one, and who* 
ever thinks them hardly dealt with by the dramat- 
ist may turn to the much severer account of them* 
which is given by the friend* and disciple of the 
great Socrates.) Diczopolis, without controvert- 
ing this point, asserts that the Spartans were not 

* See Plato*! Republic, Kb. viii. The gn>Bt historian of the Pe- 
loponnesian wRr is not less serere n|ioii the LaeatdemonMint ihan 
Plato. ** TbeSpartans,'*<iaysThuc)'didi's, gave ample proofs of 
honour and virtue among one another, and in all domestic refai- 
tions; but with respect to the rest of the world, their rule of act- 
ing was to consider as honourable whatever was pleasing to them; 
and -ts jus% whatever was conduct* e to their interest. *' Thucjf- 
dMrts lib. V p 406. Steph. EUlit. In the Andromache of Euri- 
pides, their eharteter it treated with ttill more biitemeN. Andn 

T.444. 
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inly caunei of the caUmitlci which Athens htcl 
red. He could not have uttered a morr dar- 
aiiertion : it goei| at once to the heart of the 
itta ( it ia " goaHa, thorna, nettira, and tuiU of 
»a" to tlicm. They arc for proceeding imtne- 
dy to extrcmitica, and prepare *Mo trar him in 
ea like wool that waa to form a robe with the 
nillion dye upon it." Dio^'Opolit Ncca ** that 
If-burnt flrc-brand ia working within them," 
endcavoura by a more aiibmiaaive language to 
' the rising storm. The CHoam it will be aeen 
9 not men to be appeaaed by worda. 

ic. Explanation— supplication- 
lion. Hoth are preacliing to the wind. 
ic. Warm petition and iubmission'— 
Hon. Beas arc deaf and rocka are blind. 
*^c. Bended knees and handa uplifted- 
Mo n. We have eyea and cannot aee. 
ic» Falling tear and prayer aubmiaiive— 
HoR. We have eara, but not for thee. 
itfc. Hear, O hear me ! 
Hon. I'll not hear thee— death muat 

guerdon deeds so bold. 
He, (enraged.) Hlow for blow then let us 

bandy, damiiM bo he thai flrat criea hold, 
a wight your vengeance fall not— unprovided-— 

unpreparM— 
h the nearest and the dearest of your fVienda 

must it be sliar'd. 
lion, (to fUn compnnionn.) Bona and wardamen 

of Acharnac, whence thia threat of retribu- 

tion P [for a aolution. 

ak-«expUin— my wUdered brain ac^Ili \tv viXiv 
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Hath he bairn of any present, hath he prisoner 

hous'd within ? 
Whence hath he such boldness gather'd ? 

Die, (^exhibiting something in his hand,) Now let 
Fate her work begin : / 

We have here that in the drama shall enact a fore- 
most part- 
Surest test to prove who best loves his craft and 
trade at heart. 
Chob. All is over — darkness cover me and mine 
within the grave ! 
(To Die.) O let prayer and humble tear this my 

toy, my darling save ! 
"Explanation — supplication — 

Die, Both are preaching to the wind. 

Chor. Warm petition and submission — 

Die, Seas are deaf and rocks are blind. 

We are not dealing with a Congreve or a Mo- 
liere : the modern reader will therefore hear with 
less mirth perhaps than surprise, that the object 
which awakens these tender feelings in the Chorus 
proves to be a eophtntis, or wicker coal-basket,* the 

* This wicker basket is a parody on a scene (well known to 
the audience of Aristophanes) firom the Telephus of Earipidea. 
Euripides wrote two tragedies of that name. In the Kcond o4* 
them Telephus is represented as having been wounded beflNrv 
Troy by Achilles. THe oracle deebu«s that his cure must come 
ftom the same hand which administered the blow. In vain, bow- 
eyer,are all applications to Achilles : that ferocious combatant de- 
clares he is a warrior and nor a physician. Telephus then be* 
takes himself, with humble supplications, to Clytemnestra ; and 
that princeu, touched with compasuim, advises him to take her 
aon. then an infant in the cradle, and pretend to kill him beface 
the fliee of that warrior, if he still remain inexorable. Achilles, 
alarmed for the hope of the throne of Arfcos, who was toon to be 
his own brother^in'law,and softened by the prayers of Agamem- 
HOD and Clytemnestra, yields to the iatKttistof TdcphiutBd 
accompUfhet liis cure*— Ptiniinctk 
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emblem of their trade ami of that article which 
formed the principal produce of the Achumiuii bo- 
roufch. 'Vh\n threat brinfpi the Ciiuhith to tcrmi ( 
they cannot brar thai ao cloac a fHcnd to their cruft 
ahould be abuied; and they will make uny aacriiice 
fbr the preiervation of their bt-lovcd co/M/m/t.- thry 
will hear what the worthy citiicn has to drlivt* r» 
even reapecting ttie Laced x moniann t and the 
atoneap the intended inatrummtH of' venifcance, 
■hall be abandoned without any reserve i— >it shall 
be done, while they transport themselves in a 
dance to the other aide of the orchestra. Dicto- 
poHs, af^er remark in^^ in the coarse manner of the 
Old (/*omfdy on the effects which terror had pro- 
duced on the coal-basket, and after commcntin|f on 
that temper " sour as wild ifrapes/' which led his 
anta({t)nists to use their hands and their luufpi, 
rather than their ears and their reason, mukcs, in 
his turn, u voluntary proposal : a block is to be 
brouffht forward, and if he cannot justify himself 
for havJnif entered into this separate treaty of 
peace with the enemies of hiH country, his head Is 
to pay the forfeit of his indiscretion. .Such is the 
homelinesa of humour with which the countrymen 
of Pericles and IMato were to be cheated into their 
proper interests. If un anecdote recorded by 
Aristotle be true, it was not without reason that 
Aristophanes provided these fences for his worthy 
citixen, who dared to rcconunend so obnoxious a 
meaauru aa u peace with iipartu : it is now time te 
attend to the dialofj^ue. 

JHc, Sirs, I request the lending of your eara 
Awhile i— here ia the bloeki und iMrc behoM 
Vol. XLlll. O 
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The advocate : — not one of roighty port. 

Or stately presence : — 'tis no matter ; look not 

That I should buckle me in armour, sirs, 

Or guard me with a shield. Sparta shall find 

An honest chronicler, tho' Fear may try 

The prize with Truth — ^yes, I have fears, and thoif 

In no small brood — ^I know the country folk. 

Their temper's edge and humour : does some tongiM 

Link cunning commendation with their own 

And city's name ? their joy o'erfiows the measure ; 

It matters not the praise be wrong, nor that 

Their freedom pays the tickling of their ears. 

Then too our elder folk, — ^their whole soul lodged 

In the *justice-box, and ne'er so pleased at heart. 

As when they giv^ some criminal a gripe : — 

Believe me, friends, I am not so unschool'd 

As yet to need the learning of their natures— 

My last year's fp^y i* fresh in memory's tablet, 

* There will be abandant oeeaiion, in the eoane ofthit work, 
to obterve upon thmt ptit of the Athenian policy, wUch made 
the eoontry a nation of judges, or, to uae the original term, » 
nation of tbcasu. 

t Dicaeopolif here anumet die eharaeter of Arittophanet* 
The comedy to which h«> alludes was, as we learn ftt>m the tdto* 
hast, entitled ** The BabyloniaDs.*' It was performed at that fea- 
dral of the Dionysia, which drew the islanders and strangeta 
ftom all parts of Oifece to pay their annual tntwie, and to par* 
take of the gaieties and scenieal repceseniatiuns of Athens. 
<:ieon took otftrnee at some sareastie obsenratiuns, which bad 
been levelled by Arisiophaaes at the magistracy and people in 
office, and brought an action against Vtm . He took occasion, at 
the same time, to dispute our author's l«rgitimacy of dtinensliip. 
Aristiq^hanes, by way of answer to the charge, purodicd a verM 
flrom Homer; which a French wit has Tery hnppily tnuufamed— 
Je sou fib de Philippe, k ce que dit ma m^re; 
Pour moi, je n'en sais rien ; qui sait quel est son p^ ? 
A boo mot was sure to succeed in Athens, and the poet was pi«> 
icntlfaeqiiactcd. It coat Cioero a loog aad bctutifU ^eech t» 
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hat the wrongs it drew on me from Cleon. 
denounced and drawn before the senate, — 
s that I knew not of imputed to me. 
jan was as it were all^ongue, — floods^cataractt 
: in his voice — a deluge roH'd across me 
I had well nigh drown'd in the wild current. 

'twas a ^rty business ! fits it then, 
I beg^n this parley, that I robe me 
t one who long has lost ^e smiles of fortune. 

Chorus. 

Why this toil «nd this trouble, 
. Vfhy turn, shift, and double ? 
Nay, if things must be thus, 
Go from me with a buss, 
▲ad with * Jerom discuss ; 
Perchance that deceiyer 
May lend thee a beaver. 
Black as night— daric as furies. 
And fierce as ten juries ; — 
Bonning this, thou mayst splice 
Crafty trick, and device, 
Such as might, at first heat. 
Gunning Sisyphus beat ; 
For, not to deceive thee, 
Thou'rt buckl'd, believe thee. 
To an enterprise greatly 
Important and stately. 

die Hune for hii poeCkal ftiend Archtei among die graver 



• ifieronymiM, aeeordiog to Suidtt, was a tragic poet of tome 
— ftinatfon, bat irregular, and withou t Judgment Arittophanes 
sampoondi a word after hiipeettliar imanner to laugh «t thefi>c^ 
nUaUe maaks wfcich OarooTmiii lued in bli tnis«di«i. 
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From the first to the last 
It will hold thee quite fait 
To the proof and the point :— 
Straining each limb and joint, 
/he. Tis time I summon all my courage theli^. 

And hie me to Euripides. What hoa f 

Who keeps the gate ? {knocks,} 



SCENE m. 
I>iojBOFous» Cborvb, CspHiBOKow, cAfoaiil to En 

BTPIDM« 

Cepk, Who may this be» I marvel ! 

JXc, Your master, lad* ia he within f I meaa 
Euripides. 

Ceph. He i^ and he is not :* 

He is abroad and yet at home i hast wit 
To fathom that ? 

Die. Abroad, f^nd yet at home ! — 

I reach you not. 

Ceph, And yet *tis even so. 

Mark me ; his mind^H abroad and on the wing 
For dainty verse : himself, or body politic, 
la all aloft within, composing tragedy. 

Die, Euripides, thou art a happy man. 
Who hast a f servant of so trim a wit ! * 

* TUssppcanjtobeaparodyoaalineortkatmoitbMQtiftil 
tragedy of Kuripides, flpom wlikb Roiummu borrowed the deaths 
•eene of hb Julie, and ptchaiM unconicioiMly mom part of liii 
own. 

t Ce|i|iiio|)lion (who panes here Ant the valat oflhiripklet) wai 
that poett ilnBQipal astor.and i» «id tohavtaitbtadhba iaihv 
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But, boy, call forth your master ; here is one 

Requires his presence straight. 

Ceph, It may not be. {with dig^nity,) 

JDic, (entreating) Nay,* let my wishes sway thee, 
— here 1 plant 

Myself, and with this knocker rain a show'r 

Of blows, till he do show himself. What hoa ! 

Euripides, my sweet, my toy — my darling — 

Euripides, I say, lend roe your ear, — 

And shut i^ an thou wilt, to all beside : 

'Tis Bicseopolis that calls, the roan 

Of ChoUis.f 

coropotUkm of hU pieees. It wmi in eooaequence of an intrigue 
between Ceptuiophon and the wife of Euripides, that the trag^ 
dinn r^nd to the eoqrt of Archelaut, king of Macedon. 

* FtoAfae continual nae of the word 'akk* in this part of the 
scene, Jb probable that a great deal of ntinucry was used here 
in the aoing* 

i* It was usual among the Athenians, afler a man*s name, to 
tpeeiiy the tribe or borough to whieh he belonged ; of their fond- 
nets for these adjuncts a curious proof will be mentioned here> 
after, tt is a constant praetioe with Aristophanes to pun upon 
them, and to apply such fictitious titles as suit the occasion. In 
the present instance, the term Chollis u meant to ridicule the 
lame diaraeteit, whieh Euripides sometimes introduced upon 
the stage, with a view of exciting more compassion fbr them : 
Bicaeopolis supposei that of preference he would open his gates 
to a nan of that description, lliis is wit of no rerj high order, 
Bud would nearly be tantamount in English to saying of a 
dronken eitizen, that he belonged to Fortsoken ward, or of a 
lame man, that he was an inhabitant of Cripplegate. 
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SCENE IV. 

KUUlriDltli, DlCiBOPOUl, CErRXIOFHUS. 

/•Jwri/i. Friend, I have no leisure— 

Die. Granted — 

To ciuit your wheel — hut you may turn ahout. 

Kuvip. I inuy not, lir, subicrihc to this your plea- 
sure. 

J>ic. Nay, let my wishes sway thee — 

KwHp. m content 

thee— 
( turn upon my wlieel,* observe, and face you ;— 
Hut to dcscuiul — time speeds, und I want leisure. 

J)ic. Kuripidcs — 

flurifi. What wouldst thou, cbtm'rous 

friend f 

Jhc. Resolve mu first, my most poetic sirs 
Why seated thus aloft to write your tragedies ? 
Will not the terra fSrma serve your purpose ? 
No marvel that your muse is rickety, 
And sends a train of limping children forth. 
Again, that tragic dress and scurvy garb— 
l*roof clear why all your characters arc beggars » 
But, Mwect Kuripidcs, 1 have a suit— 



* Tbr Wit or mftlieo of tbo drtmitlat introdue«i Eai1{>ldet to 
lb« audience, tcatHl alol\ in Uie enrycltma^ « machine uied lyy 
ihr Grr< ka Tar tlit* purtK>M' of producinir theatrteal effect. It 
wai of a Mrmi circular fbrm wiihin, and covered above, and re* 
prcicDtcd the obtjectt coouined in it, si in a houw. 
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Tou aee me on my knees— -siome rag, I pray you. 
From forth your tragic wardrobe ; I have speech 
To make befoce the Chobus ; if I falter. 
Or once prove gravell'd for the lack of matter, 
Ify life must pay the forfeit. 

Eurip, Say what rags 

lyill best content ? Wouldst have the same that 

garb'd 
Old *iEneu8 at his contest ? Hwas indeed 
A sorty wight ! 

Die, But he was sorrier, 

HVhose dress I'm suitor for. 

Murip, Mayhap, blind Phcenix — 

JDic, 'Twas one more out of Foi*tune's favours 
still— 

Miaip, Whom may he mean ! or whose the robe 
may luit him ! 
Speak you of Philoctetes, friend, the beggar ? 

JHc, You miss the mark a hundred miles in beg- 

Eurip. I reach you : 'twas the robe worn by Bel- 

lerophon 
Die, 'Twfts one, in truth, of the same stamp : 

lame, beggarly, 
A man that had large gift of speech and tongue. 
Eurip, *Tvi fTelephus of Mysia. 

* Aoeos, Phoenix, Bellerophon, &c. are aU names of tragedies 
conpoicd by Euripides. The sutyects of them are too well 
lOKnm to require a notice. 

f It appear* (vide Poinsinet*s translation of Aristophanes) that 
Euripides wrote two plays of this name, neither of which has 
cone down to as : and it is therefore impossible to say with what 
Jnitiee they nndeiwenc so much ridicule from the comic poets. 
Tdephut was the reputed son of Hercules and the beautiful 
Ange* It mM one of those marriages, of which Homex taa& \«ti 
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Die, Thou hast bit it 

Thou wouldst not do the thing might cross my 

ends: 
The loan of those same sorry rags I beg you. 

Eurip, {to hU servaru) Reach them, and crown 
his wishes, boy — they lie 
Above the Thyestean rags, midway 
*Twixt them and Ino's. 

Ceph. {to Dicaopolis) Sir, you are possest 
Of all you wish. 



so naVve a description in the third oT those hymns ittraMtad lo 
him, and which were so common in the nmumtie age ofOiccce. 
and the chiralroas times qf modem Europe. The onprinff of 
this intrigue was exposed in a forest, and thcfe saekled bf « 
bitch. The fkther of Aoge, having more eorreet DOCioM ofdoty 
than his daughter, ordered her to be soM finr a dave. flke'Ml 
into the hands of Teuthns, king of Myma ; and hfor attiaetioai 
made so strong an impression on that monarch that he immedi> 
atdy adopted her for his daughter. We find the Mjabn king 
soon after disposing of her in marriage to her own toa, whow 
real birth was of course unknown to all the partiesi mad who 
had commanded the gratitude of Tenth ras by the Tigonr wkk 
which he had defended his kingdom and throne for him. Ange, 
accustomed to the embraces of Hercules, disdained tha arms of 
a mere mortal, and determined to awasiinate tirit aipinuic to 
tier bed. A lucky prodigy prerented the deed. Tetephn, a^ 
prised of what was intended for him, determined on revenge ; 
and the sword was actually suspended over the head of hit bean- 
tjful parent, whan Auge calling with a load mtoe vpea Heccn- 
les, a discovery fortunately took place, and Telephos Teiy iMfk 
pily committed neither parraeide nor incest. R was no doubt in 
the scene where Telephus deigned to murder his mother that 
the disguise was assumed whidi Aristophanes so serefcly ridi- 
cules. The tomb of the beautiful Auge was stfll shown In dw 
time of Paumnias. See diat interesting writerH Arcndiact. 
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iHe, (tirttHng Mw\f) Now Jov« (and M th« 

irocl» 
rioopM and wiiwlow'd ni|rg«dneM I pray you) 
mr Mored blciiiinff wliilo I try to f(«rb me 
pligiit moft iTiMcrftble. Thou hut done roft 
out timely iprMei Kuripldet f wouldnt win 
Y whole iiffi-ction } odd « loani (it wore 
H fltting to divoroo it ft*om these regt) 
nd cast upon my howl a MytiAn bonnet, 
nuft put on the heipipir, and diKltkenifig 
lie truthff bo what I iim, and Meem what I 
n not-— poiMeaning the Mpectatori liere 
^my true beariuff, while the CNoeiriit fC*P<» 
nWMting who it ia that speakit and brarinf 
J tauntf and Jeeni I cliuir to put upon tliem. 
Mmip» Thou ahow'at a teeming wit— want ahall 

not fool it. {(^vir\tr a ffonnd*) 
Die* iFor thee, heaven prosper thee t— fbr Telc- 
rfall what lies witliin my thouglita t I have [phut 
pregnant wit, and words flow plentifully. 

* In wMfrnliif thv itod** It wm uiimI with Uw ■nrk«iiii to t»rt- 
I loma vpltbvt luitrd lu ilm oomiiIuii. I)io«upoli» dvrlvei lili 
irliy*i aitribttir, In ihr iirririii cmc>, IVom \Ut> numt nxi* Imlm 
iM tlii> ittirrrU rubt* rnlilMtrcl, ttnil wUlvh Iw Kokli up it ili« 
lit* to tli# light 'IV ••■picUIri of thr Ocrman kiiifMiifB, 
lilthi In power ui' cufnpouniUiijr wunb, ■Inimt vqunU ih« 
rark, hivo rnablrd Mr. HihlrKrl, who has trauilolwl thU 
tlM, to giro the very wurtli ol'thv oHginnl. 

O SKotii Umiohaurr iiiid Durahiobnuf r ultrmll i 
llUf miri mtoh ■uuuklrlUvti nuU eirnclmto, tko. 

f (^lotrd IVoiit thi* IVIrphui. 

I EurlpMirt U \wtv ridiculed tbr mulling hli ClioruMi mki* ilult* 
rt In Ike Mrdim ol' ik« dnim«. but piiiirr lelllitg long tkblei, «r 
iprrtlnently queitloiittig and aniwrring ibr cbiractrn.— 6><f|/ 
} C^uutiHl IVom Uie Tidrphui. 
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But softly, I must have a beg^r's staff. 

Eurip, Here's one unto your hand, take it, and 1 
Your back cast shadow on these doors. 

Die. Seest, my aoi 

That we must fun divorce us from this gate ? 
And yet my needs still ask a world of tire ; 
Rub oil upon thee, soul ; — ^twist, wriggle, croucb, 
Till he do crown thy wbhes — ^good Euripides, 
Favour me with a beggar's basket ; 'tis 
No matter though a *link have singed it. 

Eurip. What 

Thy need on't ? 

D/c. None — beyond the wish to tiave i 

Eurip, Away, and quit my doors": thou breede 
trouble. 

Die, {ciHde) A pestilence upon thee ! {jaUm 
Happy bard. 
Heaven fortune thee, as erst thy flady mother ! 

Eurip, Wilt thou begone ? 

Die, Not till I have my cravin| 

One little cup, so please you ; one whose lip 
Hath lost its wholeness — 

Eurip, Take it and begone : 

Your presence breeds disturbance. 

Die. (aside) Would you knew 

The mischief and the ills you breed yourself! 
{AUnid) But, sweet Euripides ! I fain would have 



* The sehoUatt explains this ptsstge by nying, that cUeri 
people, who were tlow in their motions, used to preterre thd 
lighted links by carrying them in a basket. 

t Aristophanes it here preparing the blow, which he pretentl 
lefdt at the parentage of Earipide^ and which has given joi 
cauie of offence to die amiabk aiM excellent transUtor of til 
CIreek tngediani. 
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^ |Hpkin with a cleanly* sponge to wipe it. 
^Surip. The man will rob mc of' a tragedy com- 
plete } 
Content your wish with this, and now away, (^ving- 
a pipkin,) 
JHc, I have an ear to your request: one tiling 
^laains : that one not granted me — I am 
A ruin'd man-^crown it and I am gone 
Por ever. Telephus bore leaves and herbs ; — 
A scantling of the same within my basket. 
Eurip, The man will be my ruin ; see, 'tis grant- 
ed : {giving him leaves J) 
A whole play lost, as I'm a living person. 

Die, This timely grace completes me : I retire — 
It is too plain my presence breeds offence. 
These eyesf know not how to turn their view dis- 
creet 
On mighty men and pay them terms of honour — 
A prize upon't, was ever such a wretch ! 
I have forgot the primest thing of all. 
{Addressing Euripides) Thou dearest, best of men 

— I pray thee now 
With most petitionary veliemence — 
Crown but this one, one longing; if I ask 
Aught more, all plagues and maladies light on me ! — 
Throw from the tender mercy one small potherb — 
Thou canst not lack, — thy mother will supply thee. 

* All the requests oF Dicseopolis show a wish to exhibit the very 
extrerae of poverty. The scholiast gives one or two explanations 
(tf thb passage. One of them is curious, as it shows that noisy 
children were quieted among the Greeks much in ihe same way 
diat they are among the lower orders in England, and that a 
sponge dipped in honey supplied thephiee of G<Mlfirey*s Cordial. 

t Quoted from the Telephus. 



/ 
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Enrip, Most frontless impudence ! shut-to the Aoi^^ 
boy.* {The Encyclema elotet, Euripid^^ 
and Cephisophon retire.) 



* The hamoar of this whole seene may probably, to • 
reader, seem carried too fiir : hot Ariitophanes, a diligoM o^ 
server of the sig;iu of the time*, knew wdl ttrhat he was abovti 
Grandeur and ideal devar'-on— -the rontraat between ialamil 
liberty and external neceuity, and the formation dwiebgr of te 
human mind to the power of luffering with digiuty and eomli^ 
ey; these had hitherto been the grand oliJecti of the Oieek m* 
gedy, to which M»' bylus bad directed the robiime Wflo—ieM tf 
his mind, and Sophocles his severe wisdom. Bat ander Euri- 
pides, the '* Attic tragedy of stateliest and most regal argomcnt* 
was fast df^enerating into h>>meline«s and effeminaey ; and th« 
effect upon the publie manners was becoming obvioni. M&AjimM 
had written like a man to whom theberoie and he sapematual 
were his own natural atmosphere : Sophocles had drawn then, 
as Socrates was said to have done wisdom, into the circle of hn- 
roanity : the pride of Euripides was to Ufl op the veil whk^ 
bung between the great departed and the modems, between 
the heroic and the ordinary life, and to show that imperftetkn 
was common to both. Love, which had hitherto been nearif 
excluded from the lirama, became, under his corrupting hands, 
the prominent feature of the stage ; the exhibitioD of passion and 
not the formation of chaiacter was the aim of most of his trage- 
dies ; and those sufferings, which human flesh is heir to, and 
which it was the moral and useful obieet of his piedeoenors to 
keep balanced and in repose, be deli(^ts. by every advcntitiou 
cireumstitiioe, to represent as overpowering. ** He is alwaya 
endeavouring (says a writer who has estimated every part of the 
ancient drama with the powers of an intoiUve perception) to 
move, and, for the sake of emotion, he not only violates pttdia- 
biltty, but even the connexion of his piecesi He is strong in lus 
pictures of misfortune ; but he often claims our eompasrion, not 
for the inward agony of the soul, nor for pain which the suf^ng 
individual endeavours to overcome and to bear with manly fiirti- 
tude, but for the unreserved expressiim of bodily misery. He ia 
fond of reducing his heroes to the condition of lieggars, of allow* 
ing them to suffer banger and want, of exhiUting them with al 
the external signs of mendicity, and displaying their taftenrf 
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Die, Wo muMt bo (C<*nc, and that williotit • pot 
herb. 
Now comet the X\\^ (if war.— Art well adviiied 
To what encounter, heart of mine, thoii'rt liiir.kled. 
Who loon miiMt proffer ipeech and fMll drfrncr 
Vor Sparta/ — forward. miuI! the barrier* are 
Doforo thee : what ! dont loiter, hcaitatr / 
Haat not imbibM the npirit of KiiripidrM f 
But I commend thee i— -to the block, aad heart 
And then to dratli ; yet iitiriuk not. hut deliver 
Your tentimentN aa pleane you ( forward, heart. 
Pluck courage i— to the contest— bi*ttvely, bravely 
now. 



HCKNK V. 
ClIORVH, HK«i-riioiiiiii| Dir.ruroLM. 

fliiont'H. 

What course art i)uriiuinf( ' 
What myxw^ and doing ^ 
Hath shame from thy fare 
RnatchM a final embrncr, 
Or do ribs of cold iron 
Thy heart, man, environ, 



>i. 



ii|i.*^«iJNMiffr« Ltrhinii •n timnuitk' t.itfrvturft vol. U p. m 
Tht pswon wkoM> attit* mind i»i<r(ti4v««l all ihu. unA fbrMaw f Ih 
soamumisii w«i not  morr bufliiun, m iHom* wImi «iv utuirly 
linasjislnfril with tin* ntl un* aiul u]^wi uf bli wriilnv*, havf 
kasn pIsBiid u» lenn AriitoiMMMiiii, hut a niml bciirihoior to hi* 
tountry* 
Vtfi,, XLUL I! 
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That thug you lay down 
Your neck for a whole town. 
And singly dare close 
With a myriad of foes, 
Opposing and closing 
And learnedly prosing, 
To prove with glib tongue 
That the rest are all wrong 
And yourself in the right ? 

SjiMl-CUORUS. 



>'!»: 



ris no equal fight : — 
But his visage, see, wears 
No doubts and no fears. 
And he bears the first brunt 
With invincible front. 
Then to it — pursue it, {turning to Die.) 
1 wish thee well through it : 
Not a moment, friend, miss. 
For thy own choice, I wiss, 
Thy courage first hired 
Inspired and fired 
To face and embrace 
A sharp trial like this. 

Die. 'Construe me kindly, gentlemen speetators, 

* Dieseopons herv Aunmec the chaneter of the poet, or nthcr, 
t« M. Poinsinet lAjri (tlluding: lo the quotatkmi iotrodaeed ftwa 
Kuripidet,) it it at onee Arittophtnes, Dtccopolk, and T cl ey lh w , 
who addreM the audience, llie graat ot^eet of tbi* Paimbaait ia 
to rxcite indiirnatioii againrt a war, wbieh had already laalidfb 
yvarif by ateribinfc Iti eonmeneeinent to a penonal affWmt ce- 
cnivtfd try tlic celebrated Aipaiiu. 
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Tbftt, n^ti'b'd M you behold, I yet prciumc 
I'o miikc your town my topic and d'lHCourK*. 
The Comic Bluie, whatever some mny think, 
Hath yet her scniie nnd partuge of what's rigfhl . 
Hanh I allow my speech, and little palatable, 
Ita truth, however, none shall dare iuipeuch. 
The charge of (3loon shall not now hold k<)<)^1> 
That I commit your city's reputation 
And fluah her face, careless of stranf^rrs* presence. 
We arc *alonf ; bent on that strife and war 
Of hiffh contending' bards, wltcin Ktrun^ers are 
Away, and due loturns of yearly tribute 
Bring no coufedtrates as yet to Athens. 
We are alono: — unmixM and and unalloy'd: 
The true and ^^r^nuine grain of Athens ; guiltless 
Of chaff immix'd ; forchuflTl call — the fsojoureiir, 
Well then : to my heart's core [ hate the folk 
Of Iju:edxmon, sirs:— O for an cartluiuake, 

*Dunn|f the Cho«, or Feiit orPUehen. s reilival which Uit* 
tdmily ou«> day, all prr«4mi but ciiiziMii were cxvludi-d (Voni iho 
thratrieal n'pn-irtitstiont, thon held in an incloiftd pUru iirar 
Athenit rallHl the Lcnwum. Authors i^nrmlly, ihrirlbrc, kept 
iketr pk*en in reivrvr ft)r the gn'stcr Dionyiia, s fftiivs) whivh 
ocmirriHt about one inonib nftttr the ntrrorr, and which laitrd for 
Mtenil dayi Ktranp^'rk thrn cantr IVoni all parti to partake of 
tliL' tht-atrleal I'lttrrtainmrnti of Athen** to luiifrior to what any 
oih«r city of Greece cuuM fxhibit ; and no intall bem-ttt was do* 
riveil to that city from the iiiini thui ipiMit in it. The plnyi 
hegaii early Id tho mornintr, and IniU'd, ainioit without inter* 
niitiion, rtorlnii; the day. 

t 'lilt; populatioD of Athcni couiiited of three lort*— thr fire* 
mm, the tlavei, and the tnctin, or Kijourncn. ir ihu latter do* 
rived eonddemble advantugri I'luni their leiidence in  eomtni'r* 
clal and polished town likL- AUieni. the piidrol drmorrary alio 
Mll^Mtwl them Id many IndiKuitiei : and (he comic Iheatns al- 
wsyi thf mirror ot' pubhc luanncn, wak not nver»u iront rrcal* 
liof theae dcindationi uoctiionally to (he reeolhrctioii of iKe 
aadlnoei 
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Such as the god from *Taenaruf' heights once sent^ 
To level her proud city with the dust ? 
For I'm a partner in your g^ef : I mourn. 
Like you, my trees f destroyed, my vintage lost. 
And yet, sweet friends, (for I would &in believe 
That none but friends haunt here, and thei«fore 

take 
Large warrant to my boldness,) wherefore bUme 
The Spartans only for this ill ? ourselves^-- 
(Not the whole town, you'll please to mark that» 

sirs, 

* Neptune had a teni|rie of great repute on tibe top of TcBann; 
and It was for a vioLtcioo coroinitted by the Spartan* againtt drii 
holy- nnctuary (tee Pauian. Men. c« 24.) that the awfU cala> 
mity- mentiom^ in the t«'Xt wa« wnt ai a Tititation. The saidi" 
quake, mts the Kngt'nh hutorian of Greece, folloiraif the tm^ 
thoritiea or Thue}didet, Diodorut and Plutarch, <-ame raddealy 
at »iiid-diiy with a viok-nce never hefijre beard oC The yootha 
of the principal fiiiniliet, awembled in the gfiniuuioia at the ap« 
pointed boor for exereise, were in great numben enithed by 
its fftll; many of both lexrt and of all ages were haried voder 
the ruins of other butUingi : the shoeki were repeated : ihe 
earth open^ in teveral plaeet ; rait firagmentf ftom themowMta 
of Tayi^tos were tumbled down its lidet ; iri the eitd only ftT<^ 
hi»u«*^ letniiifM^ itandiitg in Sparta, and it was eompoied chat 
twt^ty thousand lives were UnU'-Mii/m^s HitU ff Greece, weL 
ii p. 370. 

t The general spirit of croelity exercised in Greefaui warlhie 
may be seen by a passage in Plato** RepoUic, lib. r. It m jtnC- 
ly ri'niarked by Mr. Mitfurd, that in the Tbeban war, wIicb 
Athene and Thfbei were engaged on oppontes sides, we bear of j 
no ravagf of the Attic fields b> the powerful atniiet of Bcpotia, 
nor of »iiy attempr againsf Bosotia in the occasional abscaee 
of it« forces Both states tent troops to act against each other, 
at a distance froni the territories of both in Peloponnesus ; both 
remaining quitt at home, as if by eoropaet. Both states had 
apparently learnt wisdom froir these earlier proeeeifinfl of 
thi' Peloponnesian war, of which the aomediet of 
remain so valuable a document. 
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t^thln youp inemories)>-not the whole town, 

^it iome among us, meddling fellows, counterfeits 

tf the true Attic mintiige ; men, mere bankrupts 

1 name and honour, and a bastard breed 

f citizens at best, begpin the warfare 

'ith charges and vexatious informations 

ainst the short-cloak'd Megarians. Did my 

patriot 
t eyes upon a cucumber, a sucking pig, 
lare, an onion, or a lump of 'salt, 
"SOoth the articles were contraband, 
tuick with them to the hammer, here are goods 
im Megara !" — and this perhaps was nothing, 
ftcking too much of our accustomM manner 
g^ve offence — but here, sirs, was the rub : 
AC sparks of ours, fhot with the grape, had 

stol'n 

lifltress of the gume, — Simaetha nam'd, — 
m the Megarians ; her doughty townsmen 
r the deed niov'd no small extent of anger) 

Salt formed • comideralile part of Megariui commerce. It 
eollected ftom the rocks near their principal port Nitxa. 

literally, men drunk with playing; at the game of ctfobus, 
ther allusions are made to this game in the eoune of this work, 
following description of it is inserted, taken from Potter*! 
lueologia, toI- ii. p. 405. ** A piece of wood being erected, 
her was plaeed on the top of it, with two dishes hanging 
n firora eaefa extremity, in the manner of scales : beneath 
I £ih was placed a vessel full of water, wherein stood a 
le, composed, for the most part, of brats. They who played 
iottabns stood at some distance, holding a cup of water or 
;, which they endeavoured to tiirow into one of the dishes, 
the fishes by thit weight might be knocked against the head 
le statue under it. The person who threw in such a manner 
o tpill least of his water, and to knock the dish with the 
itett foree npon the statue, was conqueror, and was thought 
reicn in his miitress's affeetions, which was the thing to be 

H 2 
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RevengM the affront upon •Aspasia's train, 

And bore away a brace of her fair damsels. 

All Greece anon gave note of martial prelude ; 

And what the cause of war ? marry, three strum- 
pets. 

Our modem Jove meantime took fire: he than- 
der'd— 

Lightened — launch'd thunderbolts of words, and 

tstirr'd 
And mix'd Greece universal to her centre. 
Next came a train of laws, writ ^scolia-fashion. 
And borrowM from the Rhodes-composer's vein* 
'' That land nor market-place (so went their tenor) 
Be open to the citizens of Meg^ra ; 
TJiat their feet find no resting-place on sea 
Or §terRi-firma." What could they, poor souls! 

learnt by this pastime." The exploit in the text seems thcrefiae 
to have been a very likely deduction from the amusement. 

* 1 he nnmt* of Aspasia is well known in history as the nit' 
tress, ami afterwards the wife, ••f Pr-rides. The charge made 
agninst hfT in the text, by ilie plaiibspiaking poet, is confirmed 
by Fliiian-h, (see his Ufc of Pericles) and repealed b}- the author 
of the French Anieharsis. 

t Th" word Mtrtd^ in this well known description ofPerielea, 
is traiislnted liti*ially. The pi^et continually uses it in hb pteyt 
wh. n tpeakini; of those turbul. nt characifn which naturally 
aboiindi in ihf free repuUlics of Greece : and it correspooda 
exa<"ly with the agitateur uf bter times. 

I The nkture of the tctiia, or drinkingHongi of the ancient^ 
will lie expla iieU in the comedy of the WNsps. The poet here 
allitdis lo n famous te»lian by Timoleon uf Rbodi-Sf and inairHl- 
ates that this ^ct of Pericles retpecting the unfortuiute Mega* 
riau« was more like the result of convivial intemperance than of 
wHe |K)licy. 

$ ^nutlMT decree, brong^it forward by Charinui, (moat pwha 
biy a p-r<izan ui' P<-rirlet/ proposed, that there should be an etci^ 
nal and irre oncilahle haired between the two statea ; th«t IT 
any Mrgirian entered the territory of the AtbtBtant, he alnaU 
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Meantime, who found that famine prcss'd upon 
them? 

They turn'd them suitors to the Spartans ; beg- 
ging 

This Act, this strumpet Act, (for such I needs 

Must call it,) might be instantly repeal'd. 
We, tho* the suit was urgently repeated, 
Tum*d a deaf ear. What would you have of this 

But war and arms ? they came anon — " This 

look'd 
But ill in Sparta," one of you observes, 
** Nor fitted that she meddled in the business." 
*Tis good : now tell me, my sagacious man 
Of observation, and say wliat best 
Had fitted her ? put case that one from Sparta 
Had shippM him for •Seriphus, and hud trick'd 
Its townsmen of a whelp — then to the hammer 
Sent it — say, would yourselves, like quiet men, 
Have swallow'd the affront and rested you 
At home ? — not you, believe me : that same mo- 
ment. 
Three hundred ships, forestalling your revenge, 
Had back'd the ocean ; in the town had been 

be pot to detth ; and that the Athenian generals, when they 
took tbe accastomed oath, ihoitld swear beside* to make an in* 
cankm twice a year iutc Megari«.— £n;^. Plut. vol. ii. p. 40. 

* Tbe poet, to convince his countrymen how sensible they 
wonldlie themselves to any affront, selects an island belonging to 
them, which, flrom its poverty, was least subject to a robbei*y, and 
an article which would least be missed. It was a Seriphian who 
gave rise to an excellent answer of Themistocles, recorded by 
t\MUk' The islander reproached Themistocles with owing his 
icpatatkm to tbe country where he was born, and not to his own 
pemoal merit It is tnte, said the Athenian, had I been bom 
ia Seriphoa* I mast have died in obscurity ; but you would never 
have eidted attention} even if you had been bom at Athens. 



All pomp HHil circuuutaiicc of kIoHous war i-^ 
TUr iiciNr otnoUltrri* iraiiiping to nml tro— 
('H|iU)i)» ttiul mlinirAU m vimt rvqiicHt-* 
Mucii »oiiM-.l tit'c)i»liiorrt mul »rrcarii juMt paid-* 
Maun u *l*itUuii ncrubbM mul u new coHt 
Oi ^A\ ))'it oil hrr— tUcn what troop* too pacing 
TUr ]iort*li wiirrc oilier rw dole out tlie corn ! 
>Vlittt moro ot*»iLU)» and tholot and puncheon-buy* 

vm  
>Vhat nUwX {y\'^\T\W and of o1ivc» !— mark 
The iitMN ot'oiuoiiK aud the gurUndat note 
t'hr apvuli*! thr utiuairclHi and ihu bleeding noici* 
Thi'u loo tho I dock >anl blvMi ua, graciotM 

h« uvcn ' 
How ii fi 1h ptTMrntly with R|>arti and yardii» 
Aiidiliiibrr tor ihr taxhioniug of oam — 
What Mi\ind of pc|;a and pint and oura and oar 

nirupN* 
What (till of pipm and hoatawaina — what a tribe 
Of ro\\in|{; nirn. what ncrtMina and sUrilUvoicM 

wUiMtriM);;! 
Strrtch 1 hrvoiid tlir markt or had there K'aa 
lltrii (hinr ! hitU'rd thciv had not ; ami hiippoac yt 
•* 'I'hat IVlrphuM will not t-Vn do the aauic?" 
O witlrmi, >vho ^uvw othcrwiaf ! 

Srmivh*ivu9. Say you ? 

Why iHiNv, thou rogue— thou villain - thou, a man 

* ilif AibritiHnk ailnrnrU *hf pmw* of diclr ftlii|ti with woodon 
lmiicr« uf (ht« K**<I>1*^'** 

i llir |iniftrnt «|i|*ni< ■itrr of ihr IViiwiit, *uy Mr* Douj(laiii 
Mtw (iiil) mtMlMirU t^ I ill iiioiik lit .mi *|iinclinn, turmiainr- 
laiirkiily nitiiniii wlih tbr kuiUiiif ■erne »o admirably deitrtM 
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At hath not one small *obol in his purse 
> bless him — ^thou to turn foul mouth'd, forsooth, 
id twit our little sin of fsycophancy ! 
ipp'd as thou art and double-dy'd thyself in't. 
Send, Lacks his charge proof or justice P there, 
BO help me, 
"he question lies. Marry, I hold he speaks 
•urc truth. 

Send, Lack proof or not, 'tis not for such 
As him to deal out such reproaches, nor 
Shall it be done without the taste of danger. (M- 
vancing in a threatening' manner towards Di- 
caopoHt.) 
Send, (interpoaing) Back on your life — feel but 
this man one blow. 
And earth no longer holds your heels upon it. 

fHere a short struggle between the divisions of the 
Chorus : the Coryphaus of the first division^ be- 
ing seized by his adversary tn the manner of th^ 
wrestling school^ implores assistance from iLa- 
machus,J 

* This eoin will often come befbre tbe reader in the coone of 
diit work : it was in vtlae about • penny. 

t Tbe word tyc^honcy it used here in the icnae whieh it bean 
in the oriniiBal biignage, and meant the act tf giving inftrmatim 
^•retiemagiitracy. Thenatareandeitentofthatniottodioat 
practice in the free repablie of Athent will be AiUy exphiined 
bereafter: there it tearcely oneof theplajn of Anstophanet in 
which the tycophant, or puMie informer, it not held up to the le* 
vwett ridicule. 

t Lamachot it deteribed at a roan of birth, who, even hi early 
fife, had teen much lenriee ; but a tolifier of fortune, of a diaii- 
pated torn, and of no great weight either by abilitiet or pr op ert y. 
He had not yet achiered thote aetiont to whieh Arittophanet, in 
a fohieqiient phiy, pap a willing tribate of apphiute. 
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Semi. Help and aidance thou, whose eye 
•Looks the lights that fire the sky ; 
Help and aidance thou, whose crest 
Floats devoid of pause or rest ! 
Hero, warrior, wardsman, friend, 
Lamachus, bring* aid or send. 
If there be, who bears commartfl 
0*er troop or regiment, out of hand 
From such be joint assistance given : 
I call between the earth and heav'n. 



SCEN£ VI. 

DicxopoiiBi Cbohus, Lamachus (m full tnili 

cottume.) 

Lam, Loud martial tumult breaks upon my 
Hages the fight, or is some foe man near ? 
Who asks for aid, or from its peaceful case 
Wakes the stern terrors of m\ gorgon's face i 

IHc. {Jiffectin^ terror) O lamachus, in crest 
cuhcrts great — 

Semi. List not ; 'lis he that in a flood of wo 
A very torrent I may say, abuses 
Our town entire. 

Die. {to Lam.) Extend your gracious pard< 
That one like me, at war with fortune, dar'd 

• ThU is a Ikvoarite mode of fxprwrion witli Artstnpl 
AtLamachni 't h're wid to /ooA li^tni .||;, lu chi> nepati- 
eoni«^ of the Knghts arp 9«id to •oof'- nutirnrd ; a m* tten 
the Birds carrit'* iii liki* manner ttie >ivHr.daiice lit his face, 
tenmtor in the Eceletiazusse, the bypourimma, &c. bcc 
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Advance such speech and mould such idle tales. 

Lam, And what their subject P 

JDic. That hath quite escap'd me— 
Those arms have bred a clean vertigo in me— 
A boon, sir knight — a boon— remove that shield 
In gorgon terrors clad. 

iMm. *Tis done. (^Ijayin^ dovm hin 

shield.') 

XHc. Once more 

I'm your petitioner :— upon the ground 
Dispose it. 

Lam. Be your will obey'd. 

Die. Still I'm 

A suitor — one featlier from that bushy helmet. 

Lam. (jiving a feather) Rest you content — Hib 
done. 

IHc. Now, sir, your hand 

Upon my heart, I feel a qualmishness 
Come over me. That crest (in truth it hath 
A searching power) hath reach'd my very bile. 

Semi. Wouldst use a quill to tickle thee, and rid 
Thy throat of its ^incumbrance ? {Giving a quill.) 

Die. What should hinder? 

This quill, I guess, bears nurture from — 

lAim. A bird. 

* Some iMirtt of this scene will remind the reajler of Mr Mit- 
ford's remaric on Aristophanes, thnt ^ht* could write equally for 
the lowest and highest ranks, and could be at the same time a 
eonsammate politician and a eonsuroraatf buffoon.'* The whole 
•eene, revolting as it is m some of its |)arts, has been faithfully 
translated, that the reader may have a perfect conception of all 
the bearings of the Old Comedy. The assumed terrors of Dicaeo- 
polb are supposed by M. Bnunoy to be a parody on the inter* 
view between Hector and his child in the Iliad.^Le Tb^Atre des 
Arecs, torn. r. p. 410> 
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Die. Belike the. mock-bird, or some coxcom 
biped. 

Lam, O, thou shalt howl for this. 

J}ic, Not so ; fbrc 

rules not 
With us. 

Lam, This to your chief? — and from a pauper- 
A fellow of no mark or likelihood ! 

Die, Rage pours a cloud of error on thy reasoi 
Nor pierces this disguise. 

Lam, Art not a pauper ? 

Die, I — am an honest man,* a citizen. 
Whose dotage of ambition stretches not 
Beyond the mark, — a warrior, and a true oiie» 
Who signM me captain ere I servM as general. 
Whose better sense can spurn at paltry pelf. 
Nor leave a stain upon the nobler parts 
Of soldiership, beguiling them of praise. 

Lam, Nay, for my office I was voted in it. 

Die, {angrily) Marry, three cuckoos voted jrOi 
into it. 
'Tis this excites my spleen and love of peace. 
It treads upon my patience, when I see 
Men of grey hairs still serving in the wars. 
While youngsters like yourself, whose pride shouli 

hold 
A lustier miuntenance, shirk all the toil. 
Some for three drachmas serve in distant Thraee 



* ArittopliJinet appean to reprotch Lamachm with not hav^ 
Ing gone through the ttepf of the lerTiee. The origtaal a* 
prestet these tarcaims apon the amhHioai and BMNtanyipMt 
of the general in a manner perfectly Ariitopbanie. 
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Such are the breed *Tiumeno-Phsenippi, 
And such again the stock Panurg'-Hipparchidae : 
Others there are that haunt with senseless Chares : 
lliere's a third tribe who post them in Chaonia ; 
Such are the race Gerxto-l*hcodorians, 
And that same crew the Diomei-Alazones. 
Others ag^n take wing for GcU, Camarina, 
And fplaces that might win mirtli's utmost laugh- 
ter. 

* There n geneimlly tome coTert meaning in die ramet of 
AffHtoplwnefl, boch penom and places ; hii rcailen* feet are al- 
wajt treading en iprinptrapa. Tliere b mnch humour and 
■rare contempt exprened in those which occur at prrsent. By 
coupfing TiMmenos with nurnippus, the poet engrafb senri- 
todeofthe lowest kind upon sensuality and incontinence ; by 
compoanMng Geres with Theodorus, and settlinn^ them at Cha- 
ooiat the dramatist entaib softness and efferoinaey upon rices 
stiD more odious. The compound Panurf *-Hipparchide is an 
ingrnioaa way of telling Hipparcliidi>« that he is a scoundrel, as 
the term Diomei Alasones ivproothes a whole Athenian tribe 
with being mere braggarts. The Diomeian tribe did not assume 
a more heroic character in times posterior to Aristophanf s : .fur 
it was among them that the sixty wits {•^thoerwrruot) who re- 
gistered the squibs, the sarcasms, the fUlies and eccentric cha- 
meters of Athens, held their sittinirs. which cTcn the tumult of 
the Macedonian war did not (tisturb. Aihenatut^ lib. xiv. p- OU. 

t The word Gela in the preceding line approximates to 
 Greek word signifying laufitaer, Aristophanes fabricates 
a name, Catag^la, as answering to it. It was thought bet- 
ter to iubstitute a line instead of using the imme. The most 
dMagaikhed ritizens of Athens, as well as the worthless 
pcnoni mentioned in the text, were ftmd of rrriding abroad, 
because it delivered them from the worn of all tyranny, the 
tjiuny of an Attic mob. It was for this reason, Theopompus 
I ns, that Iphicrates generally lircd in Thrace ; that Timo- 
took np hit residence at Lesbos, Conon in Cyprus, and 
I in Egypt. A curious fkct, mentioned in Xenophon^ 
I, (lib. ▼. c 8. 8. 7.) shows that thn (feeling was not cou. 
fiatd to the aristocracy of Athens. 

Vol. XLIII. I 
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Jjam, They but obey the powers that tnaketlMI 

g'cnenils. 
JDic. One little word. Whence comes it thstyoU 

self, 
And such as you, find pay in every quarter, 
While these arc wont to look for it in nil 

{Pointing' to the auf Hence.) 
You there, ^Marilades, — those reverend hairs 
Show age and ripe experience, — say, what mvtk 
Hath fortunM you P or where the court has sti 

you, 
A proud ambassador ? That shaken head 
Says — none. And yet in whom doth more tv 

modesty 
Abound, with zeal and industry, than him f 
Mayhap, Dracyllus and Euphorides, 
And you, my little "j-Holm-oak, have far'd better 
You sure have serv'd as legates at the courts 
Of royal Ecbatane, or at Chaonia ? 
Still the same answer of negation made — 
Better have far*d the +son of Cacsyra 
And Lamachus; they have made revenue 
Of legs and courtly fees — and yet it was 
But yesterday their debts and §club-feasts earn' 

* The poet addrenes these words to wme of the audien 
whoni he wii* Tond of mixing up \«i(h ihe Kusincii on the itag 

t Holm oak It a name fkbricated for the purpose of taiiini 
laugh. 

I MeRfacIps. llie MegacleiHc wereamong the rauit tlluttri< 
fkmiliet of Athens. The poetical nqpiials by which « ur auti 
ha* united them to the fitmily of Strepsiades. in the conif^3 
the Cluudt. wmv nuMt probably intended to gratify the mirtli 
the lowrr citizens. 

§ The convivial temper of the Greeks kd them very mucli 
indulgt* in rnreriainmenfs of this description- They were foi 
cd blher by tho guoau tending each a partkalardish, or byi 
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ill their intimates the same advice 

se who empty urinals from windows 

ont to gpve — ** out of the way— beg^one '." 

. If words and deeds of this bold strain may 

pass 

ufTerance — ^but such it is to live 

mocracy. 

These words will cease 
you cease taking pay. 
. {eagerly) That will be never : 

»t in Peiops' island but shall see me 
now its enemy. By land and sea — 
bot and horse — I'll pla^ie and hantss them. 

Say you ? then be it known to all of Sparta — 
s we too Bceotta's folk and Megara 
i like notice, that themselves have footin|p 

my market and may trade at will— 
imachus I do exclude him whole. 

Choqus. 

lath the better in the argument, 
wins the people wholly to his purpose : 
time we doff'd our upper robes, andclaim'd 
saring for our anapestic strain. 

Pababasis. 

sirs, since the stage did your bard fii*st engage 
t it told to his honour and glory : 

i: one orthe party to cater for the reit. In the brter cate 
;e WM generally given for ihe money cxpen.'ed : it com- 
eontittedufa ring, and was tcr.iit<l syntbolut : the eontri* 
whether in articitf* of food or in raoney, wai called 
I, and tka feait itself dtsnominated eranui. 
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That with tslei of his wit and his sense never yet 

came he forward with flattering story ; 
But since it appears there are some mock your 
ears,— 
• (and it asks not his nicer discerning 
To observe how like wind an Athenian's mind 

shifts and alters at every turning) — 
Saying loud that his Muse dares your city abuse^ 

scoffs and taunts on its members much dealing;- 
Your excuse, if at large we now answer the charge^ 

to your better form'd judgments appealing. 
But first we roust roove for arrears of old love ; — 

with submisnon we g^ve you to know it ;-^ 
For witli whom is it fit that there rest larger debt 

than with him your great teacher and poet f 
His advice and his cares sav'd your too easy ears 

from foreign deceit and intrusion : 
IVell he knew their stale tricks and a padlock dar'd 
fix 

on those mouths which gap'd wide for delusion. 
Came there legate of yore from town inland or 
shore — 

made he speech or delivered oration ? 
In beginning or end still the phrase did atttend — 

**Ye men of the* violet nation." 
Soon as ever was heard the magnificent word, 

praise came down in a plaudit of thunder ; 

* The violet tmi the fkmuntc ftnd dtftinguiahing flower of the 
Atheniani. lonuins m their origin, they nw in the i«nor violet 
an allosion to the name of their founder. Whil<; Sparta there* 
fore was charteterized as the Dtry^ephom* or Javelio*erowiicd 
eity, Uie Athenians took pride in being called the it-nephafwi or 
violet'Crowned. 
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h« found was to Awcct, that each breech and its 
seat 
for mere joy parted inNtatit nMutuIrr. 
ext Home yru-fomooth knave Imd a hearing to 
crave, — 
(mi'mict) all claim be ubjur'd^all prctennion ;— 
ut he droppM in smooth Greek the terms ** *oily, 
and sleek/' 
and each car was anon all attention. 
•Sleek and oily 1— the phrase might but little 
aniase, 
with anchovies if join*d, it is granted : — 
iut such titles to wait on a town and a state ! — 

well—- it gain'd what the speaker most wanted, 
or such love hold and true all your gratitude's 
<luc :— 
further claims your appoilant has grounded, 
nying, NtrangcTM were ichool'd how a town should 
be rulM, 
on the laws of democracy founded. 
ris for thiM, Mini, they Hing, when their tribute they 
bring, 
on our bard looks of warm recognition { — 
est of men ! — him no fear from his task can deter 

of honest and bold admonition. 
nd so far, sirs, hath Fame tongticd hit boldncHi 
and name, 
that when Sparta to Persia sent misHion, 
if ambassadors tell, how the king sifling well, 
quettton'd deep and with learned precision. 

*Tar thli epithet, (alluaive, no doubt, to thr olivrt which grev 
• plmUfUlljr m Attka*} thr count rymrn of AriiiophanM wem 
•dsJNsd to the fNist iraet of UicUr neiKhboun the 'Vh«\»i^%. 

!2 



103 T« ACHAmVlAVfl. 

And foremost ukM hc« of the twMin who at lea 

r shew'd moBt prowessycommanding the ocean ;^ 
" In which nation next teach doei the hard bj hu 
ipcech 
and his taunts stir offence and commotion^ 
Who," sayi *he, *' most incline to that poet dtme^ 

to his counsels of wisdom low bending ; 
In war shall that state most her fortunes make great 

and her morals at home best be mending." 
Ilcncc it comes, that for peace Sparta's sons never 
cea»c 
application and suit to be making ; 
Hence the passionate heat with which they still treat 

fair ^.gina in hand to be taking. 
'Tis pretence, sirs, and wile : — ^they care nought for 
the isle ; 
but our bard's best estates there are centred. 
And once in their command, be ye sure, to his hand 

would an instant ejectment be tender'd. 
From his Muse never fear covert taunt then or 
sneer ; 
she would spurn at the base prostitution ; 
he never was born to point finger of scorn 
at a virtuous or wise resolution. 

* Thtt pretended attention of the " Great Kmg** to the mm 
of Arkitnphanea, it most probably a mere Jen dr thMtiv. One 
roonarrb however, Dionjrriui of Sicily, paid the iitmotC court to 
the port i he itudied hit eomedirs, learnt them by heart, and wn 
itimuUtrd b>' ihom to write himicif for the prize. Moiaadcff 
reaeivrd the «me attention fktmi the roonarebt of Us tioMii 
While the mean JeahMuy of the Aiheniant gave the ptcftraaee 
to the produetiont of Philemon, Menander «w hit laeritf beUtf 
citinaled by fbreignerf, and was ipatifird at the Mune time by a 
•otemn embaity ftom the monarch of MaeedoB, and a powerfhl 
tqaadron ftmn the hing of Kn^pt, deputed to conrey the ihaato 
and eompHmtnU of thoie wvecdcBi to the craat eoml^ potc^ 
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At A much higher game she makei cffbrt and aim ; 

and her toila, by the gods' help, aucceeding. 
This your oily elate she will lift into state, 
and her sons be to happlnem Irading ( 
Not by largess and trick, not by praise that makes 
sick, 
dnigg'd with falsehoods and specious caressing^ 
But by truths of such hearing, that Virtue, if hear- 
ing, 
might give them her praise and her blcHstiig. 
Then *lct Cleon at will 
IVork his five fingers ntill } 
And standing aloof 
At his war]) and his woof, 
Let him weave liis wcb-tissucH 
For foul-Hcrving issues : — 
With Truth at my Hide 
And with Honour my guide, 
My soul sets upon her, 
(To Athens' just honour) 
\ guard that shall ne'er he subdu'd : — 
Thus 1 stand on my ntrcngth, 
And I keep at arm's length 
Our city's disgrace, — the poltroon and the lewd. 

The Cnnttus having thus manfully asserted the 
moral motives of their autlior, a division takes 
place, and the half chorus indulge tliemselvcs in 

* ▲ break In the vcne Iim bten niadi* here in otmfVirmiry with 
fbr oHfhiel. It wsi uinal at thp eonchtilon oT the ptnlwtU fbr 
the poet to Introduce tome llnrt In s llghtpr mesnire* which thD 
pe r ib tmer wm required to fironounee ifrvwrt, I. «• withoiii tak* 
Inff breath. la tcehttlcal huigi|iiK<' thoie Itaei were sslled  



104 nS AeSABHUVf 

an invocation : the muse to whom it ia addreaaed 
waa probably new to moat of the poet'a audience. 

O, for a miiac of fire, 
Of true Acharnian breed ; 
A muse that mig^ht some strain inspire. 
Bright ness, tone and voice supplying. 
Like sparks which, when our fish are frying, 
'J'hc windy breath of bellows raise 
From forth the sturdy holm-oak's blaze : 
What time our cravings to supply, 
Aomc sift the meal and some the *Thasian mixture 

try. 
O fly to my lips, strong Acharnian muse— 
And grant sucli a strain — 'tis your wardsman that 
sues. 

Having delivered tlicmsclves of their invocation, 
the Scmi-chonis proceed to unite themselves with 
the division from which they had separated. Tlie 
full CnonirH assumes its proper character of old 
men, and with a piteous simplicity (rendered more 
laughable by the late invocation fnr strength and 
fire) states certain grievances under which the 
elderly men of the day laboured. Some allusions 
arc most probably made here to passing events, 
with which wc arc unacquainted. 

CiionrN. 
Charges grave we elders have againat our town 

and nation. 
And thus prefer (who will demur) our ground of 

accusation : 
Imprimis, we this well agree to be the height of 

slavery, 

* Vide Saiaam Vik'TMceivn;. 
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Ttwt men* whoiie nav&l fighti we fought witli to 

much xcal and bravery. 
Should Irare our age long war to wage with fa- 
mine and with knuvcry. 
In suits yoti cant ub, then allow some barrister in 

training, 
Some beardless boy, to jeer and joy and ginl at our 

complaining: 
For we're but mere nonentities — both cars and 

eyes are failings 
We arc as pipei that long have lost all stop of 

sweet regaling. 
Our staff and saviour, under favour, is this same* 

stick we're grappling. 
And deity none else have we but what lies in a 

sapling. 
Must such bo seen— a mass of splccn'^before those 

bars Htill pleading. 
Where justice shrouds her form in clouds, the 

keenest ken misleading? — 
The brief-fed spark knows well his mark, and, soon 

as we're before ye. 
In haste uprises to display his powers of wit and 

story. 
With silent glee his word-traps he lays defUy and 

demurely, 
So featly spread, that feet which tread on swords 

walk more securely. 
fiong speech he plies-^infers— denies— quips, 

quir|>s, so quick bespatter, 
That in his hands our fTithon stands a shred, a 

rent a tatter ; 

• Utcnlly •ur Neptune the Supporter U a ttnff, 

t The Chonii eonparv their Mend to Tiihoiiui, becauic lH%i 
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Like child at nurse, he's fain to purse bis lips into 

a hollow ; 
His temper crest, his suit is lost ; and damages quick 

follow. 
A jest, a sport he leaves the court : and friends 

without advancing*, 
Himself all tears, and in his ears a thousand mocks 

still dancing, 
" Vm trounc'd, --I'm cast," he groans at last ; '' and 

that same stock's gone off in 
Court-fees and law gratuities which should have 

bought my coffin.' 



M 



The other division of the CBoatrs then take their 
turn and follow in the same strain : how, say tbey» 
is it to be borne, that a man who has spent the 
vigour of his younger days in fighting such battlct 
as those of Marathon, should in his latter days be 
oppressed with the proceedings of the law courts ; 
that he who had been the 'pursuer should now be- 
come the pursued : We ihould wish to know, they 
finish by Baying, Whether Marpsias (a runty Uti' 
gioiia orator of the day) has any thing to advance in 
contradiction to this ? As Marpsias had the dis- 
cretion to hold his tongue, the CHOjirs proceed in full 
body by the mouth of their coryphxus or leader* 
to point these charges of oppression more particu- 

UmgrWwrA prrwn wm finally tnmcd to a i^tibopper, an inecc 
dist<nininh<>d by a thrill voire in a very al' nder body. 

* The h%>iernn« of the Alheniant admit a pan hefe, whidi k 
was not poMiUe to preterre; 
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rlyagainit two bRrrintcri of the timeft Cepliito- 
smuii and Kvaihlut, both men of very iiidiffcrcnt 
laractcr. The penon wlio ia mated aa auffcring 
»m their iniolmcc Ir Thucydided, the son of 
ileaiiia, a man who had formerly Hgured aa the 
)ponent of tht* i^rcut Pcriclen. The fcholtavta 
ivo not recorded what particular trial it waa, 
hich ia here to Ntron)fiy alhided to *. but it pro- 
ibly made a great noine at the period. The 
NUHtra conchide with a piece of advice to the 
idicnce, involvinp^ in it a name, wliich of all 
hcra Athena had leaat rvaaon to hear mentioned 
ith reipcct or reverence. 

MeMieurf, u wonl— your will deniea 
Repose and respite to our eyes : 
Be rulM by a^^e then, and this be 
The tenor of ytmr next decree :— 
•• Hy virtue of our 8ovfrci|fn power, 
Knact wu from this f>rcscnt houri-* 
That plc'aditif(s all in tiiis our state 
Do held distinct and separate. 
If old men ask the law's relief, 
Homo tootidfss counsel hold the brief 
Our younger men can aid want none, 
While fops exist and *(;leinias' son. 



* Thr ion of CIrinIs* wai the too illiiitrioui AkiblmlM, thtii 
iMunlnf Into iNibHc IUi*,Hnil aiivsdy soniftmliuitinir sll iIini wm 
nmt bint. Ii it to be frftntl (hut ArUtuphtiHtt htmaoir ahumt In 
ihr ffiirril Kood will lowRrda ilir »in of < Itiinlsi i ti lni«i ti« 
MisHly hfti roinc ituwn to ui.«ii whkli lit« U tr«'at(Hl Willi iliat 
Mvrrlty which a shsnwtf r to prvrnant with mliohitl' ri«hly dr- 



108 TBS ACOAEiriAHS. 

I ^ The tame obserre we, when we press 

For fine or damages assess ; 
Let seniors judge the man in yean. 
And youth pass judgn^nt on its peers." 



;l 
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ACT III. 

Tms third Act comme no«i with « tconc, for which 
We mutt malcc m11 the allowancr duo to comic ftc* 
lion and the extri4VMK«nce of the Old Comrdy. 
t>lcBopolii opetm his m«rket (mAlciiif( ihi* Hcctio of 
it in the ipACc* immediAlcly before liix home, Mnd 
Mttling itt bourid«rict with hII the 'prcciiiioti of mi 
Atheni«n) : he Appointii the proper officers (the 
f Aipmnomi) to lupcrintcttd it i he nrmii tlicm with 
whtpfi of itronif Icuthcr, nnd proclftimti free Jiccni* 
to ull t'eloponiuimuns, Hoeotiani Hiid McgMriMnN to 
IrMde ttierct Mtiptiluting' thii one condition, that 
I<amachtifi he not allowed to become a purchaficr. 
Thoae bitter pcMH of Athenian Hociety, tlM* Inform* 
era, (or men of PhaHin, as Aristophanes calls them 
in his tixual wny, punning; upon a town of that name^ 
and tlic tireck word, which implies the act of In* 
forming,) are aUo forbidden entrance. A piUar 
moreover is to be set up on which Dicaopolis, an 
exact observer of forms, propose! to inscribe, after 
the manner of his country, tho itcrmi and condi* 

* TlMot>hr. Obar. 10. Dt Faiiw. to«. \\» p. U* 

t Th» Agornnoml wrr« ibo offlvtri wbu look osfpiisaiMc of sll 
wMNblfV, <«M«<pt Inrn, in iht niilillo iMriMit. Ilmjr Wf n* i»n otf 
flftsvn itt tiumbvrf snd  ffrtsln trtbat* wm psM fu ihvm t»f i^ 
thow wbu brotifilii any ibinK to wll In f bo nMffkot. Tb«y wort 
SMNO iMfltlf ttlorijr rff\|obiod to too that no man wroogod or sIP' 
•ttmrontod onotkor in buyinf or tolllnfp. 

I Flllan of thli kind wrr« orroted not only In tbo m? on! lowat 
«f tho oontrsotlnr ptrthii, btit sUo In tki* pltooi sppolnftd Its 
f ko looonil meollnnf of Uio Orreki. Thui tai Ikt Iratly 0S» 

Vfit. XMIT. K 



110 THE ACHARNIAITS. 

flons of his treaty with Sparta. The first -pex^^J* 
^ who enters the market is a man of Megara with ^^ '^ 
two daughters. This victim to the terrible decr^^ 
of Pericles salutes with filial affection an objc^ 
which had so long been a stranger to his eyes, ^ 
an Athenian market; swearing by the.*Philia» JH* 
piter, that the sight of it is to him like the sight cf 
a long-regretted mother. Then turning to hxM 
daughters, "the worthless offspring of amiscrabk 
parent," he requests the attention of their stomachy 
(which he seems to consider the seat of all their 
sensations,) putting it to their choice whether they 
will starve or be sold. The young ladies have not 
much room for hesitation ; and they beg with great 
earnestness to be sold. The choice does not sur- 
prise the parent ; but another difficulty crosses him : 
who would be so simple as to buy them ? At length 
the Megarian has recourse to the following scheme, 
which,in allusion to the bad faith ascribed to his coun- 



cludi'd between Athens and Lacedsmon, in the tenth yetr of 
the Pcloponnesian war, one of the articles stipulated, that 
columns with thp terms of the treaty inscribed should be erectetf 
nt Olympia. at Delphi, and at the Isthmus, as well as at the Acre- 
polis in Athens, and in the Amycl<eum at Sparta* (Thuc. lib t. 
c 18.) In the latter league, which the bold but artful polities of 
Alcibiades, (Thuc. Kb. v. c. 43, 44, 45. 46.) cemented between the 
Argians, the Kleians, and the Athenians, it was agreed in thr 
same manner, that the articlesoftheleagueand the oaths should 
be inscribed on a marble pillar ; thvt each of the contracting 
IMriies should erect one in a place specified, in their several tri> 
ritories ; and that a brazen pillar should be erected jointly by 
tbem all at Olympia, at the games then about to be cdebnted. 
* The Philian Jupiter appears to have been the god of good 
fellowship among the ancients ; and more particularly the patron 
and pattern of those humble members of society, wlm werc- 
willing to be entertained at the expense of their richer neifb- 
hourr. 
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trymen in their *coininerciaI deilinp^M, U called a Me-' 
g«rt«n device: he drones up his duufchtcm, with their 
own coniient, an ho many ho)(»: her onmmentH them 
with h(H)fM and anouta, und cndoHCH thorn in N(i(;kfi, 
with an injunction to g^runt dincn*ctly, and hkc* the 
hojfa which were aacrificcd in the MyHtrrlcH. — 
Things tluia prepared, thr. fatlitT chIIh hnidly fur 
DiCBOpoHa, and tella him lie Iiuh \ui\\n to hcII. 
•• How fare you ?** auks DicscopoHH. •♦ Wo mx over 
by the fire and deeply — p/iivh/* roplios tlwr Moga- 
rian. •* And a very i^ood thinjf too/* replies Oicae- 
opolia, missing' (purposely perhaps) the pun, " if 
you have a piper to play hy you at the Hnme time. 
But what else are your countrymen ahout f" " They 
were deliberating in Adl council, when I came away, 
which was the best mode of extorminating our 
town— rope, fire, or water." " Kither," intimates 
the reflecting Oicxopolis, •* is cfl'ectual : they are 
short but certain remodies against cvory evil." 'I'ho 
Megarian agrees, and DicxopoliH continues his in- 
terrogatories still at the expense of Poricles and 
bis decree. *' But liuw is corn f" ** The gods 
thomaelves are not in more esteem with us. We 

* Theiyttfro or4loceit, wluoh th<' McKiriaiii currird into Uieir 
rrsflif*. the sehoiili of Kucl'ul »»il K.ubuliUui muglit ihcin alio tu 
Introdurf liUocoiivt*ri«tii)iiiil iiKrrroiirti*. 'lite ilirrr ayllugUiiif 
ol'sntiqiilf y, writ known iindrr ifio ntmri of ih<> vHlril, ilit* ImIcI, 
bimI fhr KpiinritMt'i, or ilir linr, wn't* uri||^n«i(*<l by iht* Utirr ut' 
thtMt tu'o pkik)U)plifra t ilicy nw cxplnincil with much \i\ority 
in tlift Krrndi Annrhartb, toiu. lii. p. 421. 

t 'VhU U i\n** ofthoM* pUtiMntrirt by iiirpri«i« which hiivr licnn 
fncntktncd brfbrt*. T\w nudirnrf fxpoctrd thr MrKiirinn t«» %ny 
firink. To enjoy m one nntt iho •uiiir liiiiu ihr pU-iniir*'« oC « 
rhci*rnil Are, f{ou<l winr, inil n «triiin o( uiiulc, \vn« thnitght by 
rtu* Orrrkfl rlw» |H«r<Votirtn ot'Uixury t hrncn tha tniwrroriMrii'. 
/tpolii. 
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bow before a grain as before a diviaity : it in 
scarce an article !*' Salt and gfarlic, two other pro^* 
ductions of Megara, were equally lost to the na-* 
tives ; for the Athenians, according to this person^ 
bad made themselves masters of the salt-pits, sand 
the heads of garlic ** they had turned up with little 
stakes, when they made their incursions into tho 
country, like field-mice." The two conyersation* 
ifts then proceed to bargain for the bogs : the 
whole scene, by playing with the facilities of the 
Greek langfuage on the natural and assumed state 
of the vender's daughters, is full of that equivoque 
which excites no other mirth but what a reader 
would think it necessary to apologize to his owq 
self-respect for having indulged. It will be suffix 
cient therefore to observe, that the little porken 
grunt in very good Megarian Ckeek ; that tbey de- 
vour with admirable rapidity and most obstreperom 
satisfaction some chick-peas and dried figs which 
are thrown before them, and that Dicxopolis, n^ 
vished with their congenial appetites, gives readily 
the price demanded for the pair ; viz. a bundle of 
garlic, and a pound or two of salt. The bargain 
concludes much to the satisfaction of the father, who 
tells Mercury, the god of gain, in a short address* 
that he should be happy to dispose of his own mo<* 
ther and wife upon the same terms. While Dics- 
opolis retires for the garlic and salt, and the Mega* 
rian is in the midst of his self-congratulations, he ia 
interrupted by that ubiquitous being in Athens, an 
informer, or sycophant. The Megarian calls loudly 
for Dicaeopolis, who drives away the intruder and 
bids hi9 siLtsmunfarevfell, ** Alas !" 9ay« the ]4e* 
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gMrian, playing on tho word, ** that ii a term wliich 
liaa long been out of futihioM with uf." "Then Til take 
the omen to myidf," tays Dicseopolis. The Ciionuft 
conclude the scene with the following charactcridtic 
long of congratulation. It it furnished at the expense 
of the informers: a race whom Aristophanes juntly 
persecutes with tho most unrelenting severity. 
Ctcsias, FrepiSy and Artemon make no sertmd ap- 
pearance after this song of triumph : the rest 
will often bo before the reader. 

Ciiouus. 

Darter with Freedom takes her scat : wait Joy qpon 
tho union : 

And health to him who hallows trade beneath their 
blest communion : 
Hcoff and taunt and biting jibe 
ffe muy cast upon the tribe 
Who inform, and take a bribe. 
Tho' Ctcsias enter, what's to frar f 
Tho scoundrel will but vent u tear. 
And sigh, and groan, and mutter. 

Uncbeatcd he his stalls may spread, nor lose his 
time and labour} 

ITpinjur'd ho his frock may doff, tho* Prepis be his 
neighbour. 

For him o'er elbow, heel, and hand, ~\ 
Cleonymus holds due command i C 

And though his cloak be contraband, J 
Ilyporbolus his books will seal, 
Nor threaten, warrant, and appeal, 
Hejoinder and rebutter. 

K3 
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Room for our friend •Cratinus makes, nor 

on his station [paration ^ 

That essence, powder-puff, and mere tonsorial prc-^' 
E'en Artemon, see, steals away, 
The rogue who deals in mi, sol, fa ; 
Our ears his rapid numbers charm ; 
But wherefore nests beneath his arm 
A guestf so foul and dirty ? 

Take truce with Porson, prince of ]*ogue«, takv 
truce with jibes and scofiing; 

And mark, Lysistratus but shows Iiis sail within the 
offing : 
Lysistratus, that's dipp'd in sin, 
All foul without, all stain within : 
tCholargia well her scandal knows. 
Who every month a starveling goes 
Days more than one and §thirty. 

' * The (!ratina!i here mrationRd was not the oomio poet of that 
nnme. according to Bi-iinck. He is ffproachMl in the text with 
shnvi':g hit head in the effeminate mode« (fiir Greek luxury hftd 
invented various modes of hend d> ess, with a|>propnate names 
t6 each) called ^'-<A;^c ; and with the instrument, calk4 

f Ilie ancients bad a coarse w»y of reproaching penooa fHH. 
0dorifer<fus, by ^aying they kepi a goat under their arm. Arte- 
mon is taunted in the text with accommodating an aninftal of tkii 
deseripti .n. Two bons mots nf Thnis end Phryne;oD tbissut^ieet, 
ere recorded in Athenseus ; bet., like 't.o&t other witticisms of the 
Greek co«irtezan^. they are not worth repeating, Gr^-cien deli- 
cacy must f tber hare been very fnstidioas, or great piovocatioa 
given to the sense of smell by the Locriens, since history hea 
bended down to lu a whole bramb of them at the Oiolieii, or 
stiiiking Locrtans. 

i Cbubirgia wai one of the wards of the tribe Aeenwmis. llie 
great Pericles wes a wardsrean of CholMrgia 

f Polybiut. who bat been accused of having too much vivecicy 
Ibr e historian, says in a simihir way of the BoeotieiMt tbM tke^ 
nede moie tken tfurty feeit^ieyiin the memh. 
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ACT IV. 

In tho fourtli Act a Uosotiaii enters \yilli a tmin ol 
pipers, who liacl followed liitn from Tliches, much 
to his disoomfort, and whose iiuisc excites the 
spleen of nicaopolis. The worthy citiscn dis- 
misses them with a hearty curse, levctlingp at the 
Mtnc tiro<* a sarcasm upon ChasriN, a flutv-ptayer, 
who has already hcen hefbrc the reader.* Ifc then 
turns afTcctionately to the new-comer, and adflrcss- 
ing him as one <*who lived upon the small louf 
named CoUix," (it is a cotnmon mode of salutation 
in Aristophanes to address a person hy the ordinary 

* In thli trvstmrnt of thi* Thrbiin mu^irhin*, Ariaiophann 
ipHlki ihf lRO|rti*ti' »r ihr ilmf I, and dUpliiyi ihat protWional 
jNtouiy which might nitunlly be exprcti'd (Vom ■n ■ip^mnt 
to|NibHr fh«our In ntown. whvnr rvpry ^prrici of rvputailon 
VM lo warmly m< trndtd fi>r. Till ihr tlitM* of Mplsnippldei, 
the dlthyramblc pst>t. (Plutsrch, DrMuiles, torn IL p. 1141. C. 
•d. Frf.) I. e. till sbout iwentjr or ihlrly yesn beflira ihp perlUrtn* 
attfv of the Arhimtsni. the grcatext harnioiiy had lubditcd be- 
twten the poeti and the flute pinjreni the Inner lutimltilng 
qaletlytothatiiibordlnateraiih. which ihvlbrmrr aiilgnnl to 
%)»m% Ai ttute*muile grew more Into repuic. the prulWioriofIt 
be|an to ewill thnmielvr* In locUty t a irhlum then gradunlly 
took plate between the pueti* and ihnM' whiHe office It wa« to 
Msompany the choral longi. Theeomic «ritcr« took nvmge, 
bgr hoMlnff op thpir rivali to rtd cule on th'> itagei a cuntrmptu- 
oti« i-aprenion of Alclbiadri (vldt* Pl(itarrh*i LiiV of hiin)rom' 
pMed their disgrace i flutp*muilc All mptdly Inin dWn'putr t a 
knowledge of Iti prln- Iplei wni no kmgi-r coniMrn'd at n bmnch 
Of Hberal education, and the pmcilce trf'lt. like (hr hihnHo- • w- 
otipatlon of the athlete, wai itlgmatlardai TMmt Ukr, and con- 
sequently unfit fhr a gentleman. Die Rrflndung dtr VliCo und 
AittsitnfUngdtiliBffiysa. Att. Mui. Ik I. H. *• 
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article of his diet,) he inquires what his "little 
Boeotian" has brought with him. The Bceoti»i^ 
iu that * dialect of which the ridicule was so grate- 
ful to Athenian ears, gives a catalogue f the arti- 
cles he has to dispose of. He has poultry, grass* 
hoppers, wild-marjoram, and penny-royal ; he has 
mats, candle wicks, ducks, jackdaws, hazle-kens* 
coots, couriers, and divers. " Why, you come to 
market driving all before you like the bird-storm.*'t 
•* I bring geese, hares, foxes, moles, hedge-hogs, 
weasels, writing-tables, otters, Copaic^ eels," All 
the sensuality of D^c^eopolis is aroused by this last 
intimation. He calls instantly for a gridiron and 



* See also a fragment of Sii^attii. (Ath. lib. xiv. p. 621.) 
of the peculiarities of this dinlf^t, consisting of a lubttitution of 
the letter t fur «, might rather have been expected from Atheni- 
an than Bceotian sensibility. So far however did the Thebaiit 
carry their aversion, that whole odes were composed, (Wk/ 
cta-iyfAOt) from which the j>£ ma was carefully eicluded. (Ath. 
lib. X. p. 448.) The flute-players, as Aristoxenus more than onee 
aflSrms, (Ath. lib. x\. p. 467.) were equally hostile Co a lefter, 
whose harsh and hissing s<i^di so ill harmonized with munetl 
accompaniments. The Attic tragedians, on the contrary, : 
to have taken a pride in multiplying the j^^y Kj^iti^oVy^ 
dar contemptuously calls it; and Euripides in particular enrtied 
the practice so far, that Plato, the comic .writer, made it a mat^ 
terofcungratulationtohis countrymen to have been deliTered 
from his multiplied aigmata. Ihe nicer delicacy of Pericles, who 
practised always before a mirror, that he might see what effect 
the pronunciation of each letter had upon his mouth, led hia 
carefully to avoid this ungraceful letter; and the Atheniant, 
taught by his example, began gradually to adopt his preferenee 
of the Dukic to the Ionian mode of speech. (AiufUhning, viii. Att. 
Mus. B. i. H. 3. s. 345.) 

t The wiiul which blew from February 28th to March tsth 
was called by the Athenians the omithiaii, or tard-wind. Sti^ 
Ungfteei** CtUmdar o/Fltra, 

t The " angoiOa di BolMwi^'.ieems to hare been to the Xtalinu 
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bellowBi h« lummoni hit whole family ahotit him \ 
bida them lalute thia dvlicate moracl to which they 
bad ao long been atrangcra; confcratiilatcs the 
Comio Choruara and Morychtia, a well known epi- 
cure, on the return of thia their fkvourite dainty ; 
— ^or tnyaelft concludea he, paro<lying a paaaago 
twn Euripidca» 

Witneaa fbr me, that dead or living, atill 
AITection'a edge ahall not grow dull to thee» 
Thou beat of ftah, and more eapeoially 
When dreft with beet. 
The Bceotian, who alao indulgea in a littlo paro« 
df by catling the eel, after a line in JEachylui^ 
*' the elder of the fifty Copaic virgina," wiahea to 
name » price for thia valued article of fbod t but 
Diovopotia will hear of none : no, aaya he, thia I 
claim aa the toll of tlie market. They then pro* 
ceed to bargain for the rcat of the Bceotian'a irare : 
the vender, in preference to money, wiahet for 
aome Athenian articlea in exchange, whicli arc not 
to be found in llceotia Anchovicn and earthen- 
ware are named ; but to thenc the lluiotian ob jicta ; 
though of the former, that particular* aort ia ofl'rr- 
cd, to wliich, in the opinion of the great epicure 
Archeatratua, all otlier anchuviea were aa durig' m 
oompariaon. " Both," aaya he, ** we have in abun- 
dance at home r I want soinetliing of wliicli wr 
have a acarcity, and you have plenty to ipnre." 

what the Copulc rll wm to (be Grrrki. Avionf thoie puniihiHt 
f«r fittUoti]r ill OanlcV Purgatory, otM* prrvoti ii pointed out, 

qui purgN |ifr di|(iitiio 
L*iii|Ciiill(* Hi Boltcnii, « In vi'niiicil«.->r/if>f« 24, 
Thr Hjrlnrites th'- ffrvNt (Mtroni ot'luiiury, txemptrd iboM who 
|MN*d IWr ff<fli, ftvin ill publio tixcf. 
* ThoM flrom Ui» port Philcra In Attloa, 
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** Then the thin^ you want is an •informer. It if 
but packing one up like some potter's clay, and 

* It has been already obterredt that what U ealled Infofroer hf 
ut, was by tbe Greeks called sycophant. The foUowing expla- 
nation of the term is from the pen of Mr. Mitford. 

** I'he g^oss vices of tbe Athenian goremment and jadicatare 
gave birth to that evil, which, with the name of iycophaiicyy so . 
peculiarly infested Athens. 'l*he term originally signified infiir< 
mation of the clandestine exportation of figs. Apparently to 
gratify the idle popuhice of the city, at the ex]M»ise of the bod- 
holders, some demagogue bad i>rocured a law, fbrbidding the es- 
portittion of that plentiful production of the Attic soiL The 
absurdity of the prohibition, however, making the inCbrmatkNi 
particularly invidious, the term sycophant grew into use as a g» 
nerai nppellatiun fi>r all vexatious informers. Saeh was the en* 
eoui-agfuu ut wliich the Athenian government and judkatnm 
affurdeJ for thekc, tluit sycophancy became a profession,** (n 
exam'.le uf this wi:i lie siHrn in the comedy of the Birds,) **ftu^ 
nisbing a livelihood for many. I'he sycophant courted the lower 
people, and was the terror and scourge of the rich. Intimation 
to u weulihy man thtt he would be denounced, as able to equip 
a trireme/' (see the comedy of the Knightt in this volume,} ** or 
proviilf n drhmatic entertainment, or give a supper to his ward, 
otlteii sufficed to obtain money fur preventing so serious an eviL 
But the syuoiiliHui's f>rcai engine of proiit was accusation, whe* 
ther ttue or (ulse ; though fulse accusation was often preferred, 
we are told, as genei-nlly more lucrative. The various public 
function* which ihe wealthy were nut allowed to decline, magis* 
tracicft. equipmintb of ships of war, and presidencies of choral 
festivalx, mhtle opportunities endlew. In tbe expiration of oflSce, 
the ruf/iyne or s< rnt:ny before the council, mutt be undergone. 
Accusation was tlien, in a manner, invited : and il' any, how- 
ever unronnde<l, wus offered, person and property were attach* 
ed, Hnd reniniiicd no till judgment was given. The sycophant 
was necessarily an Athenian citizen, for no other could de* 
nounre; but ibt- evidence of strangiTk and slaves was admitted 
and often pref riTed ; because they might be examined by tor* 
tiire, which wis sometimes carrMHl to such inhuman teverityt 
tliitt the kiifrtrer dieil under it. Hot however little Uie accnta* 
tiun cuuUl Im* supportefl, it viuuld always occasion trouble and 
expeiMe ; and any neglect of the fasiid:ous multitude would In* 
volvedangrr. JJiibeswer«! nerestary to procureDet|)atch from 
i}u^ ufllceri who diieuted the business of tbe courts; an Atlicnlan 
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muy cattily carr>' him off." The Boeotian i* 
I plcancd with the exchange. An informer 
in animal unknown in Hueotia : he can make 
y of no rare a monnteri he will exhibit him 
ape of rare and marvcUonily pervcrNc man- 
'*And see," tayi Dicxopolis, intcrruptinfc 
"here comen Nicarchus to our very hand." 
Boeotian objects to his aiae. *' lie it small I 
' says Uicxnpolis ; ** but there \n nothing lost 
n. All is knave that is not fool." NicarchuH 
diately gives tongue at sight of a Hceotian, and 
t a specimen of tlie ridiculgut charges of in- 
ition which were common among the litigious 
nians. His first attack is upon ttie poultry. 
y sure," says the Hocotian, '* you do not make 
ipon birds?" lie next fulls upon the lltcotiau 
!lf— ho will denounce him— it is plain that he 
i from an enemy's country — he has candle- 
% and matches with him ) and nothing was 
r than to take advantage of a proper wind, ftx 
htcd match to a beetle, convey the beetle 
igh n water-pipe, and set fire to the *dock- 
: and then— What ?— there would be a very 
snt illumination. ** And this is your opinion ?" 

iroaki be lulkiuH Tor flivoiir, or it would pronounce con- 
«tIon; sml not by tlir ncciiMiion or Xcnophuii only, but 
e cgntVnion of I.yffis*, tho ffreat advoestc fbr dmtocniey* 
*• anurifd fhnt at Atheni fqitnlljr protection Ibr iniquity 
t, sihI Juitioc niUHt Iw iMiUfcht."— C^rrr. HUt. vol. v. p. S7. 
lie extrvmr value unil importance to the Athenian* urthHr 
, the |[rrat luui-cc and support of their rcvrntie and power, 
rrrd accuiatiotu of ihii kind probably not uncommou 
If that luipicloui and Utiftioui people. Wo And Demof 
Fi having recourve to it in that Ibul leriei of tran«actioni« 
li made the ruin of Antiphon neoeutry to cover bi« own W- 
condoct— Dir/itai(A. c/e Cwtni* 
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«I bear witness to it»" says Nicarchus, using tb 
o^cial word. Diczopolis immediately proceeds t 
tying him up. The Chorus assist in the labout 
and Dicseopolis maliciously considering him as 
piece of earthenware, remarks what a hoUo^ 
chinking noise the << fire-crackM, god-detested 
ressel makes. " You have a vessel here for a 
purposes," continues the worthy citizen, addrea 
ing his chapman ;-~<<a whole porcelain roanufacti 
ry. — Would you beat up a suit at law ? he is yoi 
pounder. Are you in the dark as to who is liabl 
to the Euthyne I* he is the candlestick to thro 
light upon the matter. Would you have a Uttl 
mischief? no better dish than this to serve it O] 
Would you make your neighbours drink a littl 
trouble ? this is the cup to mix it in." The G« 
Rus are in fear that so frail an article may not a 
rive safe at its journey's end. *• If 'tis tied by tli 
heels with the head downwards," says Dicxopofi 
•• it will travel safe enough — " " True ; and yc 
may throw an informer where you please, — ^he wi 
stick to any thing," adds the self-corrected C» 
RV8. After a little more pleasantry of this kin« 
Nicarchus, much against his will, is trussed up ar 
laid on the shoulders of the Uceotian's slave. " 
is a worthless article you carry," concludes Dicje* 
polis : '* but you may make some money of yoi 
burthen, for an informer must be a curious showi 
strangers." 

* The euthynif wat th^t mTetti||:ation whieh tU tnbsMadon 
all penoni in offlciti situationi, and those entruitcd with th 
dnbuneiDf nt of ihe public money, had to pan, before eertain ol 
fioert appointeit for ibe purpose. A reluctance to undetfo th 
eutbyn<{ has lieen stated a> one among other reaions, whiidi ii 
dueed Pericles to plunge hii coontnr lata the .Pcloponnaalff 
war. 
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SCKNR II r. 

A lervant of Lnmnchiit entcni with a reqiieit 
that DiCBopoIii will allow hii maHter to purchaac a 
few thruabei and Copaic eeU to celebrate the Kcaat 
of Pitchera. Who may thia l^aniachuH be, iiiquirea 
DicKopolta, aflectliif{^ iKuorunce, and what may be 
the nature of him ? lie is, replica the servant, in 
the Uiiguaf^e of the traffic dramatistH, 
The terrible man—* patient of labour—- 
Who bears the Gorf^on on hia Mhield. and thakca 
From'a bushy helm a triple created blackness. 

JHc, 'J'hen he's no purchaser; e'en tho* his shield 
Should be the price. Let him unto the *salt fish — 
Hiere let him shake his triple* crest at will : 
If he but make disturbance here, we have 
Uur officers at hand. I'll in meantinu*. 
And take my purchase with me. (" Knttm the hou»c. 

On biuck'birda ami o?i thvua/ien* winifa 
KxnUitiffly he rtnU, &c. 



(Chorus. 

Ne'er did our city see (and sif;;lit need not 
Uc coiitivc of belief) so wim: a man 

* Halt fUh rotitiiMift'd iln- priiii'ipiil limd of (Ih* Attic loldiirn 
■ad Milon. ViiHltf^itiiit iiiiMiiiiili -L wiM-f, i\n ilii« rmttoii, ■• writ 
at toaiiisty till- f;vucikl purtiHlity ioi iliciu in Athnif, imported 
HOK thr Kukiiii?. 
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As this : there's nought but he may purchase him, 
Such vantage hath this happy treaty brought : 
What's fit for liousehold service ; — ^what sets off 
A supper to advantage, giving edge 
To sated appetite, he dares buy all. 
Nay, and his spirits keep an equal footing 
With his rich fortune; for observe yon •feathers. 
Sure token that who haunts within those doors 
Makes himself revelry with dainty fare 
And wine : and all this cheer and luck to him 
(yame voluntary ! — Now for War, — ^I do 
Henceforth forbid him clean my house. — That was- 
sail er ! 
That drunken, rude companion ! never shall he 
Chaunt str^n of sweet j-Harmodius at my table. 

t 

* It was usual for the vainer citizens of Athent, when they 
gave an entertainment, to hang up the feathers of hens or other 
binis before the doors, that passers-by mig^t know what was go> 
ing on within. I'he '* ostentatious man** in Theophrasttu sidoms 
the forehead of the bull, which he has sacrificed, with garlaadt, 
and hangs it up before his door. 

t The reader of history needs not to be reminded, that it waa 
the ponanis of Harmodius an<l his friend Aristogeiton which pot 
an end to that govertiment of the Peisistratidse in Athens, to 
whWh a passionate love of liberty rather than the vices of thoae 
princes gnve the name of a tyranny. It was at the grand festn 
va! of the Panathensea, when every citizen had the privilege of 
bearing arms, that the deed was effected. The two friends eon- 
rea'ed their weapons in branches of myrtle; and the gratitiide 
of the Athenians, or rather the policy of the Alcmieonids, whose 
interest it was to hold up the Peisistratidse to hatred, and to ele> 
vate the reveng*' of a private quarrel to the dig^nity of ryranni* 
cide, (see Mit, v. ii. p. 104.) eternalized the circnmstance in 
songs which it wis usual to sing at convivial entertainments. 
One of these, preserved by Athenaeus, i'< well known to scholars: 
an elegant version of it is given in Bland*s Antlwlogy ; but it 
seems as susceptible of prose translaUon as of verse. As men- 
tion ii made of it more than once in the ensaing worit, the rca> 
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There was no blesssing but our pleasure tasted ; 
When, lo ! this reveller came rudely on us, — 
Batt'ring — upsetting — overwhelming — slaughter- 
ing. 
Yet wanted he nor invitation sweet, 
Nor pleasant speech : — ^tJius did we oft discourse 

him— 
** Pray take a seat — spare not the bottle— friend. 
We pledge .you in a bumper," What did he, 
A ranting, storming, unforbearing fellow P — 
Breath o' my body ! even fire our •props. 
And rudely broach the liquor from our trees. 

The Chorus having thus addressed the god of 
battles, the citizen invokes a deity of a different 
order. If contrast be a source of humour, the pre- 
sent comedy is not sparing of it. 

Die. Maid, whatever thy appellation, ' 

TaucJi, or Rsconciliation, 

der perhaps will not be dbpleas^d with a literal tmulation of 
ibii celebrated frag;iueDt. 

I will carry my sword, covered with aprigi of mjrtie, as did 
Harmodiut and Arbtog;eitun, when they slew the tyrant, and 
gave to Athens aa equality of laws. 

Tlioa art not dead, O beloved Harmodius: in the Islands of 
the Blessed, where live Aehillet the swiH-footrd, and the bold 
jton of T}deus. there too they say that you exist. 

I will carry my swui-d, covered with leaves of myrtle, as did 
Harmodius and Arisio^eiton, when they slew the tyrant Hippar* 
chns at the feast of the Paiiathensea. 

O beloved Aristof^eiton, thou art covered with glory: O IJar- 
inodias, dearest of men, thy fkme is immortal : for you slew the 
tyrant, and you gave to Athens an equality of lavrt.'-'At/ien. lib. 
%v. p. 605. fol. 

* The props or sticks by which the vines were support* d. 
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• Thee, I mean, whose fitmost place is 
With fair Venus and the graces, 
(With them was thy earliest dwelling;— 
Lovely charmer ! all excelling. 
Did I see thee nor discover 
Gifts that might have woii,a lover 
In that forehead opening fair, 
. in that boon and buxom aip ? 
But the dull delusion's over— • 
Call me instant from above 
Him, the winged child of love ; 
Him that's drawn by •painter's hand 
Weaving roses in a band 
He the holy priest shall be 
(Worthy thy fair self and me) 
To bind fast the chains, which never 
May our fates and fortunes sever.— 
Perchance you think my heart is cold. 
And mark my hairs, and say I'm old. 
Old I own me, yet kind fate 
Triple blessings bid me wait. 
If my lot be join'd with thine 
To plant in lengthen'd ranks the vine* 
To graft the fig-tree's tender shoots. 
To pluck the vineyard's purpling fruits ; 
And olive-trees in many a row 
Around our farm shall circling grow. 
Fragrant oil and juice supplying 
To anoint our limbs at will, 
When yon fmoon but lately dying 
Once more begins her lamp to fill. 

* The poet tUtidet to a celebnted pieture of 2^uzit in tb* 
temple of VeniM. 

t The new mooa. or comroenoefnent of the month, was always 
.« (hy of festivity tmonK the Greeks ; the saoflee ofleried to 
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SCENE IV. 

A herald enters and proclaims Uiat the Feast of 
*Pitchers is about to commence ; each man, says 
the holy functionary, will empty his pitcher by 
sound of trumpet, and be who does it first shall re- 
ceive the prize of victory — a hug-e leather bag or 
•* Ctesiphon,"^ This intimation rouses the energies 
of the old man ; he applies vigorously to his cidainef 
and makes preparations for celebrating the festival. 
The science which he displays in boiling, roasting, 
spitting*, and unspitting, gains a short but emphatic 
tribute of applause from the now friendly Chorus ; 
and the professional diction in which his science is 

Hecate famishing^ a plentiful repast to the poorer citizens. From 
the present passage and one in Thtophnutus, it should seem that 
the meaner citizens of Athens were in the habit of anointing and 
aharing only once in the month. 

* The Feast of Pitchers was on the second day of the festival 
^calJt^ Anthesteria. It was so named, because every man drank 
out of his own pitcher, in commemoration of the following ac- 
cident. Orestes, having slain his mother, fled to Athens before 
tie had undergone the customary purificaiion for murder. The 
Athenians were at the time busy in celebrating the feast of Bac- 
chus, sumamcd LeiiuMis, because he had the care of wine presses. 
Demophoon. the reigning king, received Orestes kindly, but to 
inreveut the contamination which might adh<>rt> to the company 
by drinking with a polluted penon, and thut Orestes might not be 
offended by being obliged to drink alone, he ordered that every 
man should have a distinct vessel of wine, and drink out of his 
own cup. In this festival it was the custom to drink plentifnily ; 
and the longest liver^ as Archbishop Potter terms it, was reward- 
ed with a crown of leaves and a vessel of y/me.-^P^ier** Anti- 
quitia^ vol. i. p. 367. 

tCtesiphon is ridiculed as if, from his obesity, he could be a 
auhsntute for the leathern foot-ball, which constituted a part of 
the anmiements at the Feast of Pitchers, 

L2 
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exhibited, seems no less to command their admi. 
ration. The preparations indeed for a feast were 
not to be passed over too cursorily before an au» 
dience, whose writers have handed down to ua the 
names of *Methoecus, Numenius, Hegemon, Tjm* 
daricus, &c. with those of Plato» Xenophon and 
Tiiucydides. 



SCENE V. 

Two more characters are here introduced,.^ 
countryman and a paranymph, or a person who, u 
the nuptials of the ancients, acted the same part 
by the brideg^om which the bridemaid did by 
the lady. The countryman has heard of the peace 
which Dicn^opolis has established for himselPy and 
begs a small portion of this blessed gift— ^ a trifle, 
a five years measurement will serve his purpose ; 
he had lost his oxen — had hurt his eyes with weep 
ing for them — would Dicxopolis touch them with 
the ointment of peace, that salve for every sore ?** 
Dicxopolis protests that he is no physician, and 
sends him to Pittalus, a celebrated practitioner 
and hired servant of the public. I'he countr^^^man 
is still importunate ; " one drop— no matter if it be 
ever so little ** Dicxopolis attends only to hia 
cookery. The paranymph, who is come with a 
similar request, smooths the way by presenting a 

* TlM*se persons vrrre wiiten apon Uh" art of cookery, as wel 
aspr niiionen. 'I1ie cook, ss • drtnui'ie chsnwter, brtongi i» 
the M'lddlf imd New Comt^y of the Greeks ; and the grarity 
ivitli whirh his art it tn at< d. though it grows tiresoine by rep^ 
titk», h often caleulatcd to give eoasiduable aaQsemeat. 
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^portion of Ihe nuptial entertainment. He is the 
messenger of a new made husband, and wishes one 
drop of peace to protect him from serving in the 
wars. Dicxopolis is not to be persuaded. The 
bridemaid then comes forward and begs to speak 
vith him aside. She comes with a petition from 
the new made bride. Dicseopolis inclines more 
graciously to her request ; he calls for his allego- 
rical ** Truces," and makes a present of one of 
them to the petitioning bride. — ** She is a woman," 
says he, ^and 'tis not-fit her sex should know the 
ills of war." A portion of the blessed liquor of 
peace is also dropped into a perfume-box for the 
me of the bridegroom ; and as the ancients were 
Yeiy Di<!e in their use of ointments, applying differ- 
entf articles to different parts of the body, par- 
ticular directions are given how this new unction 
is to be applied. 

• At a Oreekn entertainment every goeit had the privileKe of 
adeetms a fiiTOiirite diih, and tending it to his own or fKend^s 



t AtiMBDKW, Kb. XV. p. 689. In that formidable catalogoe of 
, who,aeeo»ding to Plantos, (Anlahuia, Aet. iiL k. « ) ne- 
irily entered into the ettabtiahment of a Grecian lady of 
the supplien of perAimery occupy a foremost place. 
The artiele itielf bore a high priee at Athens ; but that did not 
^oloplaaries firon using it very profusely. The following 
, adopted by a man of pleamre, almoit excoiei iu extiava- 
bf Hi iafenidty. 

.— — — Nor fell 
Ki petftimes from a boi of afaifaaster ; 
That were too trite a fimey, and had savour^ 
Of the eUer tkae— but ever and anon 
Be sBpiM bar doves, whose wings were saturate 
Wkh aecnM alliiflbrenc in kfaid— each bird 
Bearing iu own appmpriate sweeu ^-these doves, 
-WhBsltav ia dnlei nond, let flUl upon w 
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SCENE VI. 

These petitioners are followed by two meteen* 
gers: one enters with an exclamation that couples 
labour, battle, and the Lamachi togrther, and an* 
nounccs to that vainglorious soldier, that some 
Boeotian marauders had made an incursion into the 
country, and that the strategy or commanding ge- 
nerals, ihsisted upon his taking *' his crests and 
cohorts" immediately, to guard the passes, in spite . 
of the inclemency of the wcathrr. l^amachus 
curses the '8(raie»i — "more conspicuous for their 
numbers than iheir merits*' — and his own fate; 
Dicxopolis laughs heartily at both. The Si^cond 
messenger addresses himself to Dicaeopolis, and 
announces that supper is ready. 

To supper, sir; and let your pitcher 

And -fbasket bear you comf)any : no stop— 

A shower of tweet perfumery, drenchin];. bathing 

Both cl(jthc*« and Aimiriirf— and lord lings ail— 

I deprecate your envy, whm 1 add. 

That on myself fell floods of violet odours. 
* The Athenian armies were under the command of ten gt* 
neral offict rs, one from each tribe. They were all inrested wHb 
equal power, but in expeditions of concern and moment, eaeb 
e^foyeit the supreme command by days. Lest in controverfed 
matteis an equality of voices should retard their proeeediBgi, an 
clerenth person, called th * Polemarrh, was sometimes joined to 
commission with them. The authority of the stntep aeema 
gradually to have declined, till, about the time of Deroostheoctf 
they did little more than preside at the public fHtirab. The 
" signori della guerra** of the Florentine Hepubtia had pivdielf 
the tame auihoritict at the Athenian ttrateti, and weie the tame 
iniHiiDber. 

t It has been already explained that at the Grecian entrrtaia- 
menti tht gaeiti tbemieVreftVwki^ it\\kth«ni thegKratcst 
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No tanying : Bacchus' high priest demands 
Tour insUnt presence, and the gfuests are waiting. 
All is prepared — the table and the couch — 
"With due appurtenance of clothes and cushions. 
Cbaplets and dainties of all kinds abound : 
Hpre rich perfumes are seen — ^tbere cakes and catcs 
Of every fashion, cakes of honey, cakes 
Of *fesarous, and cakes of unground corn : 
What more — a troop of dancing women fair, • 

paftoftbe dkbM. ** Da tempi d*Ari«tophane c*cfoient let con- 
^ivtt ^ui apportoient bpliu giande partie demits avec eux; 
CC edvi qui donnoit le repas ne fiHiniiMcrit que, fe local, te* or* 
■ementt ct let horrd'cNTfe, ttftiamt veuir da caurtUanu.^'^LtK 
Mr^ifire, t.iii.p. 44. 

^ la Ae Greeiaii eonftcttonary, the lemniit eame mott pto- 
periy nnder the «lan of Choria. or tbow caktn wbivh were made 
of Biilk and honey Among an iiinuineralile qiiantby of pUh 
ccfVor, which were serred up at Grecian tablet, and which iEgi- 
nkia, Hegetippni, and Chrytippiit hare thought it worth their 
while to r cord, may he ntentioned the Encliytu»t a receipc for 
nafciog which hat been handed down by Catu, and which teems 
to have retembl-d the modem omelet— the Amett to which Lyn* 
•ens of Saroot, when comparinK thp daintiei of Rhodet widi 
ihoK of Athent, propoiet the Rehinat •• a rival, but wMmmU 
comnitting UmtHf too decidt^y on the point— the Amfifuphm, 
which was offered to Dian«, and round whote edget were little 
fig^ted torehet, the reason for which has been given by Philocho- 
nt,— the Crdunit which among the Ai^giveb was a pretent from 
the bride to the bridegroom ; the firiendt of the partiet were in- 
vted to partake of it, and it wai tet before them aceompanied 
withhoney^-theCritenaf. (t* vx^iMAti /uct rsM/«c)whkh wai 
atad in thi; Spartan todies^ entertainmeuti, and carried round, 
when tlw nuptial hymn was about to eomroence— the CharUiuf, 
m ealkd fhMn the peculiar pk asure which it gave to the perton 
eating it— the Pelanui, which Cecropt, much wiser, says Pausa- 
mat, than Lyeao , ordered to be tacriflced to the golt in the 
^aee of animalt— the ngenites^ wh'ch, firom iti name, shouM 
meraUe the modem pancake— the Pytwtitu. whidi wai given 
in eonvivi..! partiet to the person who eontinned lengeat awake, 
&C. ficc— ilcA. I. xiv. 
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And minstrels who may chaunt us sweet Harmo^ 
Haste, SUV ' ^^g" you, to the banquet. 

This news begets a groan from Lamachu^ i 
Dicccopolis reproaches him with his shield < 
Gorgon ornaments; then turning to his sen'a 
birib him prepare for supper. A sort of Amoeba 
dialogue then follows between Lamachus and 1 
caeopolis, which has more humour in the origii 
from proximity of sound in many of the woi 
than an English translation can possibly g^ve. T 
attempt, however, deserves, to be made, as it 
perhaps the earliest specimen on record of a 8] 
Cies of humour, which succeeding dramatists hi 
been so fond of copying. I'he commands of 1 
machus are those of a man preparing for the ha 
ships of a campaign : the responses of Dicxop< 
are those of a person making ready for a convi^ 
entertainment. A few lines have been omitt 
which did pot contribute to the eA'ect of 1 
piece. 

Lam, Boy, bring the sack that holds our coa 

campfare. (Speaking" to a servaiit -withi 
Die, My •cista, boy — and mark — the trust ai 

care. ( Speaking in the same manner,) 
Lam, Bring pungent onions, salt, and pounc 

thyme. 
Die. {eontemptuously.) Onions I hate, and lc< 

1 deem a crime. 

• Various tpt- c'unens of the cm/o, wh'uh seems to hare i 
•wered in some decree the i>ur|>ou's of the r„i^!rrii tvliartrt. ni 
be seeii in the valuable publication t'.r whi: li uvtiiiU -;iid «iholi 
are iiiitebivd to the pencil of Thomas Hope, £sq. CacCipiir 
the Ancients^ vol. n. pi. 203« 
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him. Add salt-ftili, la<l, in Irtves well wrapp'd 

and dry. 
lHc» I^eavcs* too for mc, but such as serve to 

fry. 
/Mm, Two pinions from my sprendinjf helmet 

bringf. {tht»y are hrovffht.) 
the. A well-flcdj^M thrush fop mo, and ring-dove's 

wi ng;. ( They are hrovtfht.) 
Lam, (atlmiiinff) White is tiic ostrich, and its 

pen a plume. 
THc, {admiriiitf) Yellow the thrush, but oh! 

what rich perfume ! 
Lam, 'Hiesc arms might bid your taunting jibes 

forbear. 
Die, These dainties, sir, those side-long og- 

lings spare, 
/•am. {taking a crent from itn cane) Fate sits and 
smiles upon this triple crest- 
Curse on the worms who make thereof a nest! 
Die, (holding a dinh nf hare) llealtli sucks the 
odours which these lev'rcts deal — 
Ah, foolish I, who first nia<le daintic-r meul ! 
jAim' {to Die) 1*i> nie this language ? 
Die, (iromcaliy) It were much too bold : 

Hiis tnisty lad and I large wuger hold. 
What sayst ? (to hi» mn^tuini.) Shall fiamachus 

hold stakes, and say ; — 
Locuslf or thrush, which cats the best to-day P 

• Tlie original it thrium. 'llu; thriiiin tpp^'iin lo hnvc bcru 
■n oUo ofdlffermt ingrtsilienti Itiflufd in Hg-lravi>f ani then 
rottitwl. llu} schollait mentions thrc« reetlpu for makinga 
thfhim. 

fTlMOreekiiomGCimei eat loouvtif ImtU watrrckonrd a 
vvry eotne kbid of Aiod, and to tborclora properijr anlfcnrd hofs 
CO a ycfioo about to cncoanter tb«i hanlihipi of a oamvaifca. 
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Lam, Mere insolence his speech. 

Die. The contest's done. 

{jro U% servant,) He. holds a locust hest— jtwr 

wager's won. 
Lam, {to his 9ervaint,) Unsheath the «pear fiif 

joust and tilting fit. 
Die, We too can fence— (to Att eervant) chuf^ 

home, boy, vdth this spit. 
Lam. Bring forth the orbit of mj Gorgon shield. 
Die, I with a cheese-cake's orbit take the field. 
Lam, Oil on my buckler :— («7 •» poured on kit 
shield) what discern we here ? (Pretending tt 
oee the image of IHe^opoUa,) 
A whither'd forehead and grey locks appear ! 
T see* a man that shuns the battle's strife, 
Pixt at the bar and pleading for his life. 
Die, Some honey, boy, {pours it on a sweet cake) 
— I mark a rev'rend face : (meaning himself) 
Soft are the lines, and all the features g^ce ; — 
Courteous and frank, peace-loving, friendly,ciyil— 
Rut giving empty bragg^arts to the devil. 

Lam, (enraged) My breast-plate there — ^the war- 
rior's loveliest sight. 
Die. My pitcher, boy — ^I drink and scorn the fight. 
Lam, (breast-plate is brought) Thua am 1 arm'd 

against the fiercest foe. 
Die. (pitcher is brought) No fence like this— as 

truest topers know. 
Lam. My bed-clothes, boy — and tie my shield 
thereto— 



* In the ditpate which takes plaee between Teueer and 
Uoi in the ^^ Flflgeflifer of Sopbodei, the itme coriouip^ 
cies of tareaim ii nscd. 
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expense of one Antimachus, a poet and historiai 
the times. Besides the sins of writing bad po( 
and dull histories, a crime much greater in 
eyes of the Chorus attached itself, it appears, to 
character ; in his office of choreguSf or leader of 
Chorus, (of which more will be said in the s 
ceedingplay,) he had incurred displeasure by be 
less sumptuous in his entertainments than pen 
who served that expensive office usually W( 
There is a buoyancy, a mauvaise plaisanterl 
something between impudence and wit, wl 
often carries the Athenian poet over ground wh 
an English translator almost fears to set foot. 

Semi-Cqorub. 

I'm a man of few words 

Nor long speeches I make ; 

So — at once — may the devil 

Antimachus take :— 

— ^That scurvy contriver, — 

— That son of • saliva, — 

Wlio late when he led 

Our troop, sent them to bed. 

Without waste to his brewing, 

His meat or his meal. 

Or any way doing 

The thing that's genteel. — 

*When the Greeks mentioned a penon*« name, they 
quently added that of hii fiither, to prevent mistakes ; Ui« poe 
his peeuliar manner, ealk Antimachus the son of Psacxs. P» 
in Greek signifies dho. and this patronymic is bestowed u 
Antimaehus, because in conTinition his saliva was apt to etc 
him, the oonieqaeoeet of which' fell upon die bystanders. 



But Vengeance miy yet 
Settle with biro her debt. — 
Some day to my wish. 
On a table or dish. 
There shall lie a sleeve4ish. 
Hot from cauldron or pot. 
Fragrant — soft — hissing hot — 
Even there as it lies 
Tempting hand, mouth, and eyes. 
And himself all in haste 
Of the banquet to taste. 
While it's yet in his twitch. 
There shall, enter a bitch, 
Who making a dip 
Bears it off in her lip ; 
And ere men can find her. 
Ten miles are behind* her. 

Sexi-Chobus. 

This mode of acquittal 

I grant is not bad ; 

But 1 have a little 

Appendix to add. 

Imprimis a fever 

Be on this deceiver; 

Then as night brings him back 

From a ride on his hack ; 

* A reference to Grecian habits and ineiinadons will abow that 
(Iiii was a more adequate revenue than might at Brst be thought. 
Tith constituted the principal food of the Athenians ; in fact 
titoA and fish were synonymous terms among them. As religion 
among the Greeks was Uitle more than n personification qf the 
fteiii^gs and appetites, it if no wonder that among their otheK 
dekitM there u found a « Jupiter the rish-eater." 
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As homeward he hies him 
May a •cut-purse surprise him. 
Who assails him and pliei him 
With missile and stick 
Like a mere lunatic. 
My hero o'erthrown 
Casts about for a stone : 
But his hand is at fault. 
And the palm it secures. 
What except pigeon^ dung 
Is the best of manures. 
But for science no matter :^- 
He g^rasps well his batter. 
Takes aim, but the dark 
Throws him wide of his mark : 
Orestes escapes. 
And Cratinus instead 
On his ledger writes — Debtor 
For a wound in the head.f 

With this malediction, which needs all the indul- 
gence due to the personality and homeliness of the 
Old Comedy, closes the Fourth Act. There is a 
pleasure in looking back to what we have lost, as 

* Mendicity wad domeitic robbery began first to appear in 
Athens soon after the eoromencement of the Peloponnesian war ; 
both most probably induced by that fatal policy of Perivles,which 
led him to crowd the whole popabtion of Attica within the walk 
of a confined capitaL 

t There is more hnmotir in the maKoe with which the Choras 
see their friend Antimachas throagh tliia eoune of disasters than 
at first appears. Cratinm, according to the scholiast, is not the 
poet, but a testy, passionate person of the same name, who was 
not likely to mourn an affhmt without risiting it pretty severely 
upon the person ofRnring it. Orestes was a notorious fbotpad of 
tbo$e days : be is mentioned again in the comedy of the Birds. 
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^^11 as to what we have Ji^ained, by the progress of 
society ; and from this specimen, many readers will 
pci*hap9 think, that Attic wit may come rather 
under tlie ^st tlian ^he second class. 



The Pifth A<it is extremely short ; for the school 
of Aristophanes had no intricacies of plot to un* 
^^1, no niceties of character to develop ; and 
the progress of the piece by no means implied a 
necessary progress in the interest. The Act is 
opened by a servant of Lamachus, who calls loudly 
*t his master's door for hot water, linen ragsi cere- 
cloth, dirty wool, and surgeons' bandages. This 
^ttiestic related, in 9X\ incoherent manner, that has 
something of Rabelais' *tyle of humour in it, — how 
^ master, in crossing a ditch, had slaked himself, 
*»d dislocated his ankle — how he had further dashed 
^ head against a stone, and broken it to pieces — 
how he had started the Gorgon device from his 
shield— how the terrible crest had been beaten 
upon the rock ; and, finally, that Lamachus, sup- 
posing himself to be in his last agonies; had re* 
signed his soul, in the language of the tragedians, 



Adieu, thou sun uid fieldi of golden light ; 
For the last time I ilrink thy radiance hrigfa^ 
And sink to sleep and everlasting night. 



} 



Having uttered these words, continues the servant, 
he fell into a water-pipe, rose again, came up with 
certain fugitives, and with his spear, bravely pushed 
the robbers. Lamachus then makes his appear- 
ance, supported between two of his servants. 
Wounded, miserable, and galled with the thoughts 

M 3 
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of the ridicule which bis figure will excite in Dicae« 
opolis. The worthy citizen (if he does not rather 
merit an additional syllable to his name) returns to 
the stage, supported by two of the dancing women, 
who had formed part of the High Priest's enter- 
tiunment ; and another short intellectual sparring 
takes place between the two opponents, evincing 
admirably the powers oX the Greek language, bat 
much more to the credit of the worthy citizen's 
wit than his morals: — the Greeks, however, as 
Gozzi observes of the ItaHans^ were fond of seeing 
dramatic charactersin the most '* robust situations^" 
and Aristophanes was not the man to balk their 
expectations. Lamachus is finally carried to the 
surgeon, while Dicaeopolis claims the leathern bag» 
as having first emptied his pitcher. The notes of 
victory (Tenella Callinicos) are sung over him by 
the friendly CHoaus, and a mock procession, Uke 
those of Moli^re in the Malade Imagimure and 
Monsieur de Pourceaugaac, seems to have con- 
cluded the piece. 
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OB 

THE DEMAGOGUES; 
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THE DEMAGOGUES. 



B Comedy of the Knights carries in two yetn 
vxrder into that most interesting period of Gre- 
I history, the Peloponnesian war. In this Co- 
ly, as in a glass, may be seen ^e effects of that 
1 policy, pursued by Pericles at the comroence- 
it of the war, and to which the reader's atten- 
i has already more than once been directed, 
rer had corruption made more rapid progress in 
ate than under the influence of that unfortunate 
isure, which had broken the simple habits of ru8« 
life, and converted the whole body of Athenians 
) inhabitants of a town. The professed object 
this angular composition is the overthrow of 
t powerful demagogue, whom the author had 
fessed in his Achamians (Act n.) that it was his 
mtion at some future day " to cut into shoe- 
her ;" and his assistants on the occasion are the 
y persons, for whose service the exploit was to 
e place, — the rich proprietors, whu amon^ ^^ 
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Athenians constituted the class of Horse 
Knights.* 

For this purpose Athens is here reprea 
a bouse : Demus (a personification of th 
Athenian people) is the master of it, Ni 
Demosthenes^ names too familiar to the i 
history to need explanation, are his sla 
Cleon is his confidential Sfervant and slav 
The levelling disposition of the Atheniai 
not have been presented with a more a 
picture. If the dramatic persona are few, 
of the piece is still more meagre : it consis 
ly of a series of humiliating pictures of CI 
a succession of proofs to Demus, that this : 
servant is wholly unworthy of the trust a 
dence reposed in him. The manners ar 
confined to Athens, and might almost be 
to belong to a people, who imagined witl 
dian, that his own little valley compreher 
whole world ; and that the sun rose on on 
it, only to set again on the other. 

Of all the comedies of Aristophanes, scai 
can be said to exceed the Knights in value 
much as a specimen of the dramatic art, ] 
torical docimient, giving a strong, full, anc 
picture of tlie most singular people that e^ 
ed. We are here admitted literally into 
rior of Attica ;— 'into the very house of th 



* In the Athenian state, the Knif:ht« ranked next 
the hifrhrst quality and fortune. They were noi a v 
rous hudy ; consisting of such only a^ possessed estatt 
die fomishing & ho>te at the rider*s own expense ; 
die roeky and faancn eotmtry of Attica was by no me 
aidecaUe. 
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%\ Demui; ami certainly the mMter of the Imbita- 
I) IK iticli M we ihould wiih to contemplate at a 
■y rcapcctful rliitance. 

Whatever may be thoiig;ht of the line of conduct 
which Periclei paved the way to the* poaaeaiion 
auprcme power in Athens, and whatever differ- 
ce of opinion may exiat aa to the motivpH which 
rrted him into the l^eloponneaiun war, thia play 
brdi atifficirnt evidence that he alone waa able 
have conducted it with honour, and that none 
It he could he aafely entniated with that Ailneaa 
power, which in the handaof the leudin)|^*minia- 
r of Athena put at hit diapOHal the Athenian com- 
onwralth, with all ita appurtenancea, ** ita reve- 
lei," aa the contemporary hiatoriana deacribe it, 
ita armiea, fleetM, ialanda, the sea, fVicndahipa and 
liancet with kingfH and various potentatiN, and in- 
lence that commanded several Grecian statea^ 
id many barbarous nations." Hy the death of 
lit accumpliahed politiciuu, which happened ut a 
me ainffulurly unfortunate fur hia country, thia 
ch prize had af^ain become u subject for compe- 
Uont and the two parties, wliich prevailed more 
r leaa in every (irecian city, and which hia all- 
nnmandingf tulcnts hud kept in repose, had al- 
Btdy filial Athena with all those conflictinfj^ pof* 
ona by which humnn nature is at^itated. At the 
eail of the aristocmtic interest appeared Niciaa, 
\c aon of Niccratus ; a ruau rich, amiable and ge- 
eroui) with considerable talenta, both military 

* TIm oA«n which ronreired UiU extrnitve |K>wer, wan ibst of 
ftf^Hc, or the public tietiurer. Ir w.ii gi<ntikll)' g.^i'ii (br a 
larm oTflfi* y*-sri| hut irth<<t holder of ic (••iiulncu-d h'l wlt'to tht 
mMmUm of Um peo|>le, h« waa fOMiaUy ntinTatud wiib H, 
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and political, but unequal to the times am 
particular people among whom be was bor 
Democracy, after veering some time bet^ 
acles and Eucrates, the one, according t< 
phanes, a seller of tow, and the other a > 
cattle, had at last taken repose by showi 
whole tide of her affections upon the nois 
Ijsnt and worthless Cleon. The son of t 
and himself bred to the trade ; without | 
feelings; and without that regard for c 
which it is the purpose of education t( 
Clebn possessed' those corporeal power 
in the eyes of a mob, often supply tl 
of both : — with a bulky body, a voice pot 
beyond the extreme extent of lvalue att 
such a qualification among the Greeks, wii 
republican indifference to all exterior de 
of person, and a face bearing on it the 
vulgar intemperance. Nature herself seem 
formed Cleon for a demagogue. His inter 
fications were just what his exterior prom 
being, as Mr. Mitford observes, of extri 
impudence and little courage ; as slack in 

* Among the Greekst where civil business was trai 
fbre Urge numhers, and where in war little was com 
bf signals, a Bond voiee was a Terjr important enciowm 
name of Stentor has even gvewn into a proverb. 1 
which Thrasybuhis of Styra rendered to Alcibiades b 
nest of his voice on a very trying occasion, is record 
tuch in his life of that extraordinary man. See al 
U iv. e. 141. 7. e. 117. Cken appears to have possess! 
astonishing strength. Arbtopli|ines frequently eui 
Yoiee with the Cydoborus, one of those torrenu whii 
tated themielves with an overpowering noise from th 
the neighboQihood of Athens. 



as forward and noisy in the tssenbly, and 
in practice as he was corrupt in principle, 
ich a man should ever have stood in the 
I of head of a party seems to ua almost ia* 
i I hut he possessed one redeeming qualii. 
n an eminent deg^e ; and among a nation 
lardoaed every thing to the pleasure of in* 
its ears, the coarse hut ready eloquence 
9, exerted in those ways whidi were most 
ed to please an Athenian andieBce,--4a 
if hb own integrity, and accusations of all 
>ectable men of rank, — this formed a spleii- 
ition to his character, which threw into the 
U his other defects. 

lualifications such as these, the amiable 
ce of Nicias formed but a very weak oppo* 
ind Demosthenes, with little powers of ort* 
d even in his own profession more fitted to 
a the suggestions of others than to devise 
ig original of his own, was ill calculated to 
the deficiencies of his colleague. Alloppo* 
lerefore in the General Assembly to the low 
ulant Cleon seems gradually to have de« 
ind graver men saw with grief and indigna- 
t the ample power, which had once been 
n the bands of a Miltiades, a Themistoclesy 
ades, and a Cymon, was now concentrating 
he worthless and ignoble Cleon « It was in 
l^ncy that a poet stepped forward to sup* 
tir declining cause, and to efiTect upon the 
hat had been without avail attempted in 
smbly. That personal hatred was one of 
ives which led to the bold and dangerous 
, there can be no doubt : but that Atiftft- 
XLIJ7. N 
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phanes was in the pay of Micias's party, or tiiat h€ 
was instigfated by mercenary views^ as Wieland 
■ugg^sts, there seems no good ground for affirmingr 
He had evidently formed a high idea of the pro- 
fession to which he had g^ven himself: he bad de- 
voted much time and industry to the development 
of those extraordinary talents with which be was 
endowed ; and the keen stnsibiUty, with wfaicht it 
is evident, amid all his apiparent thoiight]esmc>» 
and extravagance, he felt the triumph of success and 
the mortification of failure, shows that to be the 
first comic poet of his day was the great and ruling 
object of his ambition. Where a warm and ardent 
love of iame is felt, the meaner passions are sel- 
dom found to exist That Aristophanes reckoned 
upon the assistance of the aristocratic party is evi- 
dent from his own peclaration ; but his best security, 
he knew, rested in the display of those talents 
which bad already gained him much attention, and 
which, by their extraordinary mixture of elegance 
and coarseness, of wit and buffoonery, of apparent 
simplicity and real acumen, seemed peculiarly 
adapted to-catch the tastes and fascinate the minds 
of his countrymen. The attack itself, the manner 
in which it was conducted, and the consequences 
wliich resulted from it, will all demand a few words. 
Accustomed as we are in England to sec the most 
exalted characters subjected with impuniiy to the 
lash of the pencil and the press, it may be thought 
that the danger of attacking a demagogue like 
Cleon, especially when the privileged license of the 
Old Comedy is considered, was by no means very 
appalling. An incident mentioned in the piece 
itself will show that this was far from being the case. 
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tiie privilege of the Old Comedy to mtttck 
• not merely by their names, but by means oC 
to give mn exact representation of the person 
;d. It was thus that Lamachus and Euripides 
sen served up to the public ridicule in the 
Y of the Achamians ; it was thus that Niciat 
smosthenes were no doubt exhibited in the 
tplay ; and inthe«ame manner a faithful por- 
s wts afterwards given of the son of Sophro- 
In drawing tho charaeter of Demus, the 
had already ventured upon what few others 
have dared to attempt ; for though the sove- 
Dultttttde encouraged personal satire, it was 
understood that their own saered person was 
excepted. Satire against the people collec- 
says Xenophon,** the people do not allow, 
he courage of Aristophanes, however, had 
.0 describe, the artists did not want couragfo 
ray, nor the actors to represent ; and a De- 
is brought before the audience, in such cos- 
lo doubt, and with such features as the fruit- 
id of the original creator of the character 
syggest. But though the mob itself, it was 
t, might thus he treated with impunity, the 
the mob created a more reverential terror. 
St would venture to give a representation of 
I face, and no actor would expose himself to 
lentment of the all-powerful demagogue by 
; him off 'before that audience, who were at 
is servant and his master. The same person 
»re who had delineated the character in his 
WES obliged himself to sustain it on the stage; 

* 0e Rep. Mhea. «. 2. s. la. 
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and the lees of wine rubbed upon hit fiM$e terved to 
eonvey some idea of the flushed and bloated coon* 
tenance which the mask-maker had not dared to re* 
present. 

The poet, in the character of Cleon, and his dra- 
matic opponent, (through the medium of whom the 
ridicule was to be administered,) once 6ce to free 
upon the stage, a combat of the most extraordinuy 
kind ensued ; and those who have been accustomed 
to hear of Athenian urbanity and pollteneai inU 
recoil with astonishment, perhaps^ tkom aceiM% 
which were received with enthusiasm by the oo«» 
trymen and fellow-citizens of Plato, XenophoB waA 
Thucydides. Whatever were the acuteneas, ingt* 
nuity and natural taste of an Athenian audience, 
(and that they possessed all these in a wondeiM 
degree cannot be doubted,) we want no other evi* 
dence than this play to prove that they bad yet to 
learn that art, at once so difficult and so sublime, as 
an acute* observer has termed it, by which men aro 
renderej! mutually satisfied with ekcb other and with 
themselves; and that the biens^ance, which leads 
to the belief that a man respects himself, and the 
politeness which leads to the belief that he respects 
others, were qualities either unknown or little prac 
tiseil among the lower Athenians. Never very scru- 
pulous in his ideas, nor in the language in which 
they are clothed, Aristophanes seems to consider 
an attick upon Cleon as an apology for overstepping 
all bounds of decorum : to assail him was, in his own 
words, to stir up the effluvia of a tan-yard, and by 
the very act of rousing him the whole i^tmosphert be-> 

*DsViMIW. 
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tainted and poisoned. Cleon appears to have 
in his imagfination as the centre of a circle, 
hich all that society exhibits of the mean and 
liculous, all that folly contains of the weal^ 
e imbecile, and all that vice displays o^the 
and disg^ting, was, as a matter of course, 
Irawn. That good humour, which, in spite 
opposite opinion generally entertained of him, 
I, I think, a conspicuous part of the character 
itophanes, displays itself here but rarely : — 
set his all upon a cast, and the danger he 
nning evidently sits heavy upon his mind. 
oBus, who are generally to his plays what the 
faces have been observed to be to the piece of 
ii, a means of keeping the acrimonious feel- 
ithin the limits of legpitimatelv pleasurable 
on, here assume a ferocity of cnaracter — the 
IS written their parts with gall, and armed 
lands with a dagger. The Gorman critics^ 
feelingfs are as correct as their learning is 
id, have observed the difference between 
ights of Aristophanes and his other plays, 
itrugg^e for life and death, says \V i eland ; it 
e dramatic philippic, says Schlegel. 
tacking Cleon so continually upon the point 
he seemed least assailable, viz. the afiair at 
the poet has shown that deep knowledge of 
>ple collectively, which forms the most con- 
le feature in his literary character-. He knew 
e exploit performed at PyUis, however it 
command the acclamations of the mob at firsts 
fact, a Une of demarcation between then 
eir favourite. For though with a little ex- 
lon, (a trouble which the giddy citizeus of 

N 2 
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by the exertion of a little pmdenctt md l»)r 
fortunate* coincidencei, Cleon completely fulfilled 
bit engagement, and actually entered the Pdneoa 
within twenty days after he bad qmtted it. 

* Pwonh g aei htd btca priaeiptlly deterrtd frwn MWmftiif 
a luding upcm the Wand, fran tke cireofmuiice of ks fetiat 
vwy thMdf woodtd: hte fbrairr canpulgm Id 4Cf«lii 
MOdoMlf appriMd Mm of the «M wUdl migbf be m4» flTi 
•a adwitBge. Aa tMUratal Am, «hidi beppeaed Jost I 
tbe anriTal of Cleon, dettrojrrd moct of the tvrei on tke yimi$ 
tod mnovcd the mefo obfucle to • ■munHil actadi npm ffcr 
4iceoptenorft. TlHM>liklv.e«M. 
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of Aristophanes to make these observations : con- 
soling, because the impossibility of transplanting 
the beauties of the ori^nal diminishes the temerity 
of attempting to convey an idea of some of the 
more common passages ; and roorti^ng, because 
he feels the injustice done to his author by thus 
presenting a succession of coarse pictures, unre- 
deemed by that spirit and those graces of languagei 
with which they are clothed in the original ; but 
powerful as the Engtish language is, it may be 
doubted whether the strongest hand could raise it 
to such a height as to meet the original of the 
Knights. 

An event in Grecian history, to which aUummi 
has already been made, forms so prominent a pait 
in the ensuing comedy, that without some explain- 
tion of it, the piece itself will scarcely be intelfigi- 
ble : a mere outline must suffice here ; the reader 
who wishes for more intelligence will find his cu- 
riosity amply gratified in the pages of Mr. Mitford. 
A , squadron of the Athenians, at the instigatioiv 
and under the direction of Demosthenes, bad con- 
structed a small fort at Pylus, on the Messeniaa 
coast, with a view of securing a point of attack 
upon the territories of their opponents, the Lace- 
dxmonians. The latter naturally became alarmed, 
and made speedy preparations for dispossessing 
their antagonists of this advantageous post. Many 
contests took place between the contending parties 
to effect their different purposes. The peculiar 
nature of the harbour at Pylus, and the island of 
Sphacteria, which faced it, seemed, at length, to 
put a few hundreds of the Spartans, who had been 
landed on the island, into the power of their enc- 
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Met it requirt • but little aoqutintMioo with 
itory» ori^nlnatton, and peculiar inititutiona 
t alngpular people, to know that tlic low of a 
iindrecl Bpartana waa equivalent to the InM of 
lie army. Alarmed at an event which wan 
to bring djigrace on many of their principal 
NH the heads of their government ma^lr in* 
overtures to the Athenian! for praoe. Their 
were rejected by the general aaaembly, at 
ligation of Cleon : but when the prospect of 
s which had been held out at Fylus began to 
I less flattering aspect, the Athenians becamt 
id in their turn for their own fbrt« and th« 
fhich supported it t and it seemed doubtftil 
er the paiiy of Bpartana, which a sanguino 
mtion hud put into their hands, might not yot 
them. The sequel of the story will be best 
I in the words of the historian, to whom re-> 
s has already been made. ** Public indigna* 
fts rising fUst against Cleon, as the evil coun- 
of the commonwealth, and author of the evila 
apprehended. He found it necessary, for 
ng jKipular ciomuur nnd disgust, to exert 
f in the sfisenibly, and in a very extraordi- 
«in of circumstances that followed, bis im* 
:e and his fortune (if, in the want of another, 
f use that term) wonderfully favoured him. 
gan by boldly insisting *that the circum- 
I of their fleet nnd army at Pylus were not 
irse us they were reported/ this assertion 
forwsrd the oflicers who brought the intelli* 
\ tliry deNtred * tlist if thry were thought 
hy of belief, proper persons might be Hrnt 
nine into the state of things.' The asnem- 
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bly Assented to this request, and Cleon himi 
named among those to be commissioned 
purpose. Pressed by this proposal, which 
Aware would not answer his end, and anxio 
how to throw the weight of the businee 
others, he seem^ in the moment, to have '. 
ggnaird. 'It were idle waste^of time,' he si 
aend commissioners to inquire, when they 
xathe^ send generals to execute. If those 
rected the military afiurs of the commoi 
were men, it would be easy, with the forc< 
they could at all times command, to subc 
little band of Spartans in Sphacteria ; wen 
that station he would engage to effect it 
unenterprising Nicias, at this time commai 
<^ie( being thus called upon, in his anxiet; 
viate crimination, miserably betrayed the 
of hia high office. * As far as depended up( 
he said, ' Cleon might take what force he ] 
and make the attempt.' Cleon immediately 
ed the offer, thinking it not seriously man 
Nicias persisting, Cleon would have retract 
ing * ^Hcias, not he, was general of the r« 
Nicias, however, observing that his propc 
not displeased the assembly, declared soler 
fore the assembly that, for the business oi 
he waved his right to command. The mo 
Cleon appeared still anxious to withdraw, tl 
the people, as the historian observes, in tl 
temper of mobs, insisted that he should n 
words good, with clamour requiring that 
should resign the command, and that Cleoi 
take it^ Thus appointed general, Cleon, 
alarmed with the danger, was elated witli 
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travflgani honour; and in the next Assembly heTJ 
on tlie bumness, he resumed his arrogant manner i 
' He did not fear the Lacedaemonians, he said, an^ 
for the expedition to Pylus, he would desire no 
Athenian forces : he would only take the I^emnian 
and Imbrian heavy-armed, at that time in Attica, 
with the roiddle-armed of (Enus and four hundred 
bowmen of the allies i and with that small adctition 
to the armament then at Pylus, he would, within 
twenty days, either bring the Lacedaemonians in 
Sphacteria prisoners to Athens, or put them to the 
sword upon the spot.' Amid the many very scnous 
considerations involved with the business, this 
pompous boast excited a general laugh in the As- 
sembly : yet even the graver men, says the histo- 
rian, were upon the whole pleased with the event, 
upon considering that of two good things one must 
result) either an important advantage must be 
gained over the Lacedxnrionians, or, what they 
rather expected, they should be finally delivered 
from the importunity of Cleon. It soon however 
appeared, that though for a man, like Cleon, un- 
versed in military command, the undertaking was 
rash, and the bragging promise abundantly ridicu- 
lous, yet the business was not so desperate as it was 
in the moment generally imagined ; and in fact the 
folly of the Athenian people, in committing such a 
trust to such a man, far exceeded that of the man 
himself, whose impudence seldom carried him be- 
yond the control of his cunning.*' — vol. iii. pp. 
250 — 253. Those who wish to pursue the story 
will find their curiosity amply gratified by the pages 
of the historian, from whom the preceding account 
it taken. It will be sufficient to observe here, th«t 
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two slaves hegin to consider that they h: 
to quit this mansion, the scene of so mi 
to them. Neither, however, ventures t 
in direct terms, the proposal of so ! 
scheme. The timid character of Nici 
perly discriminated here, as well as tl 
blunt soldier Demosthenes, who was n 
for executing the plans of others than de 
of his own. A proposaf, which requires 
certain equivoque in the expression, doe 
without a blow at Euripides, whose dang 
timents the poet delighted to expose. 1 
who wishes to cover his own want of con 
clothing his diction in that tragedian's * 
clever" manner; but Demosthenes will r 
it: **if you love me, if you have any re 
bowels of compassion, spare me the m( 
of a •potherb." But though averse to ai 
with the g^eat tragedian, Demostber 
urgent upon bis fellow-slave to exert his 
and enable them to chant the song of d 
{apocinum) from their servitude. Nici 
fkWi^ upon a method for expressing a wo 
seems to cost the parties as much difiicu 
avowal as the confession which is so 
wrung from Phxdra in the beautiful 1 
Hippol3rtus. The colder inflexions of ou 
will not allow us to show the facility and 
with which Demosthenes is made final 
into the criminal word : and the purity oj 
ners fortunately forbids all explanation < 

* This blow at Uie porentige of Euripides hA« bf 
I plained. 



ex 
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tioii,by which the dialogue was made more pi- 
quant to the dissolute and worthless audience. 
1*be word thus ingeniously compounded, implied 
a resolution to 'desert their old master and take 
refuge with another; and desertion, uncounte- 
nanced as yet by the example of the unprincipled 
•^ciblades, was held in strong and merited abhor- 
rence. While the general therefore admits the 
S^tefulness of the proposal, he suggests that their 
•tons may suffer, if tliey venture to put it into exe- 
rtion. Nicias then, consistently with those re- 
^^S^ous feelings which made part of his character* 
pfoposes that they should betake themselves as 
•'ippnants to the statue of some god. " Statue !*' 
•*y8 the rough soldier, " and of some god I why, 
PHthjBe man, dost thou believe that there are such 
toeings as gods ?" " I do," replies Nicias. " Your 
reasons ?** " The sufferings I bear, and the little 
justice with which they are put upon me." The 
^neral, no logician, yields implicitly to this argu- 
ment, and has no other resource to offer but that 
of laying their case before the spectators : Nicias as- 
sents, but, with his usual distrust, begs the audi- 
ence to giv6 some token first whether the subject 
was agreeable. A clapping of hands most probably 
expressed the approbation of the audience, and the 
task of the narrative falls upon Demosthenes — pro- 
bably in compliment to the actor who performed 
the part, — it paints * the sovereign people* with 
admirable force and humour. 

"With reverence to your worships, 'tis our fate 
To have a testy, cross-grainM, bilious, sour 

02 
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Old fellow for our master ; one much giv*n 
To a *bean-diet ; somewhat hard of hearing : 
Demus his name, sirs, of the parish fPnyz here. 
Some three weeks back or so, this lord of ours 
Brought home a lusty slave from Paphlagonia^ 
Fresh from the tan-yard, tight and yare, and with 
As nimble fingers and as foul a mouth 
As ever yet paid tribute to the gallows. 
This tanner-Paphlagonian (for the fellow 
Wanted not penetratien) bow'd and scrap'd. 
And fawn'd and wagg'd his ears and tail, dog*-iashion ; 
And thus soon slippM into the old man's graces. 
Occasional douceurs of leather-parings. 
With speeches to this tune, made all his own. 
"Good sir, the court is up, — ^you've judg'd one 

cause, 
*Tis time to take the bath ; allow me, sir,— 
This cake is excellent — pray sup this broth — 
Tliis soup will not offend you, tlio* cropfull — 
You love an obolus; pray take these +thrcc — 

* In giving their lufrragea, the AUienian dtCAsU or judges, 
made uie of Mfft'thells, or iiebUc •, or 6ean», The latter was the 
more common and the more modern praciice. Hence the aihe 
sion in the text. 

+ Of the Pnyxi that scene of to many hittorical recoUectiMia, 
c(Nne account hat already heen given in the preceding pby. As 
the General Assemhiies were usually held on the Pnyx hill, it is 
very properly made the parish of the allegorical Oemus. The 
fondneu of the Athenians for these adjuncts, derived fitMn their 
trihe or ward, has aico been noticed in the Acharnians ; a enrioas 
proof of its known efficacy upon them occurs in the funeral ora- 
tion ascribed to Demostha«es, as delivered aAcr the fatal battle of 
Chseronea. The speech, where so many topics were to be avoided, 
and so many to be touched with a delicate hand, artfiilly con- 
cludes With a catalogue of the wars of Attica, and a sepante 
panegyric upon the heroes, the supposed founders of then. 

X £very person who attended the courts of law, or the Oen* 
eral Auembly, received thcee oboli for his labour. 
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Honour me, air, with your commandi for supper.'' 
Sad timet meanwhile for ua! with prying Ipoka, 
Hound oomei my man of hidea, and if he finda ua 
Cooking a little something for our maater, 
Incontinently lays his paw upon it, 
And modestly in liis own nume presents it ! 
It was hut t'other day these hands tiad mixt 
A Spartan pudding for him ; there — at •Pyliis : 
Slily add craftily the knave stole on me, 
Raviah'd the feast and to my master bore it. 
Then none but he, forsooth, must wait at table : 
(We dare not come in siglit) but there he stands 
All supper-time, and with a leathern fly-flap 
Whisks off the f uilvocates ; anon the knave 

• It ht« been axpUinrd vrry ltrg«ly in the preAMt to thit 
play, whNt thU alluiion tcndi tu 

t Tli*^advociitei, or pnlilitf oraloii, performHl lo Important t 
|Hirt in the eommonwMlth of Athcni, that th« rtttiltr cannot 
hftTC fome account ut' them lubmlned to hlin too icon. Thejr 
were ten la number, aiui w«*re tlteitd by lots, to plead publis 
cauies In the Senate and th>- Oenifal Attcmbly. Indn d the 
prinelpal biiilnrii of thoit^ two roe ctingi, though It wa« (irw to 
•rery member to dfllver hii seni Intent* in Uium, wai conduetMl 
by the public oratori. Vor every eauie In which they were retain- 
fd« thry received a Hrachm {Vi. or •</.) out of the public exchiquer. 
They generally made trial of their puwrn flrtt In thf courts of Jim- 
tiM t when practice had cunflrnM d their talenii, they fnteivd 
upon a nobler career that of eidightcning the leriate and guidlnir 
the people. I'hii wai a taik of peculiar delicacy and tbr highi«it 
importance. No man, thercfbrc, wai admit* d to the office of a 
poblle orator under the age of forty yean ; nor th^n till aAer a 
•trict exmmimitlon. in which ihe poiiin moit inilitrd on were 
—valour in war, piety to parents, prudence in th,e manMgement 
of sflRilrt. fVugality nnd temperance. There were two or three 
laws by which any malvenation In ihif moit lin|iortant office wai 
gnarded agalnit. Corniption and venaliiy, in ipite of tlieie 
provldoni. prevailed among iheie men \ and their cunning and 
titcir eloquence ciMbled them toe\'ada the puniihroenta they 
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Chants out his * oracles, and, when he sees 
The old man plung*d in mysteries to the eart. 
And scar'd from his few senses, marks his time, 
And enters on his tricks. False accusations 
Now come in troops ; and at their heels the whip. 
Meanwhile the rascal shuffles in among us. 
And begs of one, — browbeats another,-~cheats 
A third, and frightens all. " My honest friends. 
These cords cut deep, you'll find it — ^l say nothing- 
Judge you between your purses and your backs ; 
I could, perhaps" — We take the gentle hint. 
And give him all : if not, the old man's foot 
Plays such a tune upon our hinder parts. 
That flogging is a jest to't, a mere flea-bite — 
Wherefore, (turning to JS/tdas) befits it that we 

think what course 
To take, or where to look for help. 

JVtc. No course 

So good as that I just advanced you ; — flight — 
Immediate flight. 

Dem, Marry, but how avoid 

The Paphlagonian ? he hath ubiquity 
As 'twere about him : one leg rests on Pylus, 
The other takes firm footing in the' Assembly : 
With either hand the varlet grasps ^tolia! 
And for his mind — it hath fit habitation 

amply deserved ; one of them, named Ariitophon, could boait 
that no leu than teventy'five accusations had been broogiit 
against him, and that he had triumphantly repelled all of them.' 
* Oracular responses and predictions, always abounding ia 
Greece, seem to have been circulated in unusital numbers towards 
the eomroenoement of the Peloponnesian war. Thucydidet, 
lib. ii. c. 8. The oracles in the text are the versified oracles 
(xpuvf^ot :) the prose oracles were called xo>/i. 
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Ib* ClopidK t— how fthun a nian ao varioiia ? 
JVIc. 'Twere better then to give our cnrca thr 

•lip* 
And end our aorrowa and our livea at once : 

One only thought remaina, to die aa nioMt 
BeAta brave men. 
Dtm, How beat may that bo done > 

Me, Nought better than n draught of bulIock'H 
blood I 
It WM the doae thai gavcf Themittoclca 
A grave t who diea like him muat necda die bravely, 
llcffii. {eontemptuontly) A draught of bullock'a 
blood !— a draufcht of pure 
And genuine I wine miglit aervo the turn much 

better. 
Nought gendera thoughta ao brilliant aa a flaak. 

Me, A flank ! tliy aoul ia rvcrr in thy cnpsi 
l¥hat thoughta cnn habit in a toper's brain f 
Jhm, llurkyc, thou triflings bubbling water- 
drinker, 
IVbo dareat speak treason thus against good liquor ! 

* Intiili ooloMal pleturr, ArUtophanm ftilbwi hU uiual indtiad 
«f puuDinc ufMtn Mtual or lUirimtMl nanun ot' pliirm. 'JIm 
provlm« ^oMa U •rlrriMl brMttir iiYlved Arom a Grt^k wordt 
whMi tignlflri /0 Ikf/r i nimI ClofMlr, in llki* msarwr, Iitoiiumi It 
wsi St OM* in Attic borouirh, and lmpll«d thr stt of itNMn/f, 

tThr |NH*t fbUowa h pofiulir trtdltion, eurrrnt In Athrnii, in 
Mtribinff th« drat h of 'llifinlitoclri to a drtufht of bullock'i 
blood. 

I At th# Or4*<4 ft*itivfili • birff nip, mllrd thm cup of Good 
Omiiic, and fkill oT unmlxftt winr, w» mrrlrd round thn toKlei, 
irhl4^ all ihr |pii*«ti w<*rc arruitomnl to tfuff. Fur the origin of 
tbiPCUitofn.iM Athmi. lib. xv. p. A7/i. l)iifiiAatlM*ni*i, «n ripO' 
rleiMiil drinkrr, ir«« no fHmd to thiit dilution ufwlno wbkh tha 
eiiitotn wai IntcmUd to •ommrmorate. 
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Resolve me— speak — What stirs the *wit most 

nimbly ? 
What makes the purse feel heaviest, or gives 
Most life to bus'ness ?— wine ! What masters all 
Disputes ? a merry cup ! What gives the spiritf 
Their briskest flow ? — ^good liquor ! What most 

sets 
The soul afloat in love and friendly benefits ? 
A mantling bowl ! — hand me a pitcher then : 
Quick, quick, nay quick ! I'll bathe my very mind 
And soul therein, and then see who can hit 
Upon a trim device. 

J^ic. A-lack a-day ! 

What will that drunkenness of thine engender! 

{^Goea indoors.) 
Bern, Much g^od, believe me : quick, and bring 

the wine then. 
I'll lay me down, — let but the generous fumes 
Once mount into my head, and they will gender 
Such dainty little schemes — such tit-bit thoughts — 
Such trim devices ! — 

* The poet, it is to be believed, speaks his own sentsioents 
here. ai well as those of Demoithenes. Aristophanes is s^d, like 
^sehylus, to have coni|K>sed many of his plays under the infhi- 
ence of wine. In PlatuS celebrated banquet (which is any tiring 
but a feHst of sages) the wine circulates very freely ; and Aristo* 
phnnes and, I blu«h to say it, Socrates,are left drinking together 
till daylight. The reader will perhaps smile to see Tasso brings 
iug forward the same teacher of wisdom as an excuse for a little 
intemperance. See Black's life of that uufurlunate poet, ^-ef. 
fi. p. 21. 
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SCENE If. 

DsxosTH£2r£S. NiciAs returning' teith Jrinc. 

JVJc. Sing we jubilate ; 

I have purloinM the wine and 'scap'd obsen'ancc. 
I}em, How fares the Paphlagonian, lad ? deliver 

me. 
JV?c. The rogue hath made of confiscation-sales 
A 8ony meal, and fill'd his skin with liquor. 
lUoiw stretch'd at full upon a heap of hides 
The sorcerer sleeps sound. 

J}em. Then pour me out 

A cup of wine — no stint — a bumper, look ye. 
And let the echo smack her lips in unison. 
JVTc. (pours out -wine.) Now make libation to the 
Better Genius — 
If the name of •Pramnian suit him more — to him 
Be made the ofF'ring. 

Dem. To the Better Genius! 

(Drinks, and seems to meditate,) 
A happy inspiration comes across mc. 
Thine be the credit of this bright invention ! (Look'- 
ing at his pitcher -with an affectation of der'o- 
lion.) 

* Pramnian wine was not in g^reat repute among the Greeks : 
it was neither hiseious nor thick, two qualities which the ancients 
seem to hare rery much regarded in wine. We have the testi* 
m<Hiy of Aristophanes (Ath. lib. i. p. 30.) that hanh poets and 
roug^ wine, like the Pramnian, were equally repugnant to the 
Mstes of the Athenians. The poet, with dramatic propriety, has 
given it to the slaves in the text. 
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Quick, {to J^cias) quick ; and while the Ptphh— 

gonian sleeps, 
Bring forth those 'oracles he hoards within. 
JVtc, Is this the scheme the Better Gsniiis 
prompts ? 
I fear me much that your divinity 
Will lose his name, and only cross your ends. ( &• 
tera the house.) 
Deiti. Meantime I put this pitcher to my moutby 
That I may wet my ^ought-parch'd mind, and hit 
Upon some neat device. {Drinks.) 

JVtc. {returning.) The rogue sleeps soundlyf 
Or I had not come off so clean : here is 



* The Athenian taste for oraidei and predietiou is heat InmC 
by a perusal of Herodotiu. Tliote aaeribed to die Sybil, ! 
and other inspired persons of the fhboloas and heroie timea,! 
to have been in great request. A still more particular eredit^ 
ascribed to those which bore on them the name of Baeis, a \ 
tian, who was supposed to have received the gift of ; 
from the Nymphs, whose temple stood in the older times on 
Mount Cithseron. There appear to have been indinduak or fl^ 
milieiat Athens, who, posseuing large collections- of oracles aa> 
cribed to this Bacis, thought themselves masters of a great trea- 
sure, and thus became the prey of more cunning persons, 1^0 
pretended to decipher these mysteries, whidi were enveloped in 
strange and enigmatical eharscters. That Cleon was not with* 
out belief in predictions of this kind seems reasonable to eonelode 
flrom this and the following scene : and it is the more likely as 
neither in extraction, education, nor modes of thiiildng, was he 
at all elevated shove thr lowest of the people. Wicland, Die De> 
rosgogen des Aristofanes, s. 13 . llie prophecies of Bacis are not 
to be confounded, says M. de Paaw, torn- ii. p. 300. with those 
contained in the mysterious volume called the Testament, over 
which such a veil of impenetrable secresy was thrown that no 
part of it has transpired to gratify the curiosity (Xmodem timefc 
Dinarehos (the only author among the ancienu who me ntloni 
this prophetic book) accuses Demosthenes of having fhiled in re- 
sfiect to this mysterious volume, on which, according to him, the 
Ale of Athens was suspended. 
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I ^ orftcle. Th that he prizes most } 

Boarding with care, as if 'twere somewhat sacred. 
2km. Thou art a clever fellow ; reach it here-^ 
Hy eyes roust take account of this ; and, friend, 
Put speed into your hand and fill a 6up. 
Ill see what stuff these oracles are made of. 
(Meadt,) Anan ! some liquor, quick. 

JVtc. Tis here. How runs 

The oracle ? 
I}em, {dtinka and reads.) More liquor. 
JVIc. Call you that 

The wording on't ? 
UnR. (reading.) 0*Bacis! 
Ale. Why, what now ? 

J^em, (reading.) Wine, wine, more wine. 
JVIc. (pouring out trine.) This Bacis was no 

flincher. 
Vem.' (reading.) So, so: thou varlet of a Paphla- 
gonian! 
'Twas tlus bred such distrust in thee, and taught 
To hoard these prophecies. 
 JVlc. Say you ? 

Jhm, I say 

Here is a propheoy, which tells the time 
And manner of this fellow's death. 
JVIc. Out with it. 

Dem, (reading.) The words are clear enough : 
first says my oracle — 

* It ii tStiet reeocduig an oraele of Btcis, that Herodottu makes 
hit well iaMwn dedantioii, ihac be tkouM never aftennirdt dare 
to qneatioB the aatliority of oraelei hiaieU; aor sulwiit to M«h 
iMbta in others. Uitnia, t . 77. 

Vol. XLIII. P 
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There shall ari^e within our state a *lint-seUer9 
And to his hands the state shall be committed. 
J^c. One seller note we: — gfood— proceed,— ^ 

what follows } 
Dem. (reodRnff.) Him shall a sheep-seller suc- 
ceed. 
Mc, A bivce 

Of sellers I good — What shall befall this worthy ? 
J)em, {reading.) 'Tis iixt that he bear sWay till 
one arise 
More wicked than himself— that moment seals him: 
Then comes the Paphlagonian, — the hide-«elleri*-> 
The man of claws, whose voice outroars fCyclobo- 
rus. 
JVic. The man of sheep then falls beneath the 
lord 
Of hides! 
Dent, £ven so : thus runs the oracle. 
JVic. Another and another still succeeds. 
And all are sellers/ — sure the race must be 
Extinct ! — 

Dem. One yet is left, whose craft may stir 
Your wonder. 
JVtc, What his name ? 

* The whole of the dialogue here it a bitter satire npon tte d^ 
terioration of the Atheoian democracy since the death of Feci- 
elet; whose luccetson in administration had been a lint*aellerf 
l£ucratei, a theep-ieller, Lyticlet, and a leather teller, Cleon. It 
• almost unnecessary to add. thai the language of satire is not to 
 nnstrued too literally ; and thai the same extension, periiAp«» 
is to oe allowed here as in the language applied by J u renal to the 
fiither of Demosthenes, who, instead of being a mere UacksmUba 
was the proprietor of a large establishment for the ntanufftetiiR 
of swords, carried on by a numerous body of those unfofftoistft 
slaves, who abounded so much in every Grecitn state. 
fA river of Attica. 
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J^em. WoMtlst learn ? 

•^c. Aye, marry. 

Dem. I give it to thee then : — (vnth emphatit) the 
roan that ruins 
The Paphlagbnian ia — ^a *sausage-aeller. 

^/%c» You jest. A sausage-seller ! — 'tis a craft 
Indeed ! and where may such a man be found ? 

Dem, The task remains with us to search him 
out. 

ATc. Why yonder see, he moves into the forum. 
(Sausag'e'Vender it seen at a distance.) 
The liand of Providence is sure in this ! 

J}em, Hither, thou happiest of sausage-sellers ! — 
I give you hail ! — this way, dearest of men ! — 
Mount up, thou saviour of our town and us 
Thy humble servants. 



SCENE III. 

Sausage-vxhdeb, Demosthekes-, Nicias. 

Sdua. Prithee now, what wouldst thoa 

With me ? 

Hem. This way, this way : list, friend, and 

learn. 
The happy and the blessed man you are. 
JVIc. First rid him of his chopping-block : th 
pour , ■' 

* The ratire here is coane, bat bitter: the whole turn of the 
e«nedy,as will easily be seeD, is to put Cleon in the raott con* 
temptihle light possible. 



172 THK KjrieBTS ; 

Into his ears how runs the oracle. 
And what the blessed fortune that awaits him-i- 
I'U turn an eye upon tlie Paphkgonian 
Within. {Enter* the house.) 

Dem. (to the sautage-vender.) First please to Hf 
those inaplements 
Upon the g^und — then do all courtesies 
And acts of adoration to the gods t 

And mother Earth.* 

Sau9. Anan ! 

Dem. Happiest of men ! 

What wealth awaits thee ! thou to-day art notUng; 
Yet shall to-morrow see the top of all, 
And blessed Athens own thee her prime minister! 

Saua. (coldly.) Good man, I fain would wash ae 
these intestines: 
Why should you put a hindrance in my way. 
And make a flout at me ? 

Dem. {contemptuously.) Intestines, say you ? 
Simplest of men ! — your eyes this way awhile — 
Seest thou yon companies of men ? {Points u the 
audience.) 

Sous. I do : 

What then ? 

Dem. Of all these thou shalt be the lord 

And sovereign— the pnyz, the ports, the fonun,— - 
Not one but waits thy ruling nod. The senate 
Thy feet shall trample on : the generals 
Shall fall like chips before thee : lord of stocks 



* Tbere tppoin «o have been m piece of supentkian 
tlw lower Olden at Adiens, which eoiunted in kiiM^ the §f9t 

of ground on which they •food, when any pieae of good lock ha^ 
pcBedtotfaam. 
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^nd lovereign of dungeons, thou ihalt lock, 

^*^<1 bind— njiy, further, {lowetifig Ma vwice) in the 

HaU ihalt have— 
^ *well-ipread bed,— nor want companion in it/ • 
Havt» All this for tne } 

•2>em. Aye, and much more, be- 

lieve me — 
^ut mount thy block, good friend, and cast thy eyes 
On yonder fisles — dost see them ? 

Saut. Yes. 

Dem, Nay, but 

The marts, tlie merchantmen— 

Saut. I mark them all. 

Dmn, O thou art Fortune's very favourite ! 
rbe child of happiness ! — your right eye, sir, 
)n Caria, — your left upon K^halccdon.- 

Sana, And call you this the top of happiness — 
Po have my eyes distorted ? — cry your mercy. 

* A pUtMBtry by ■urpriM't directed to the coaner appetltei of 
Ibe penon In thp text. It wai usual with the Aibeniani to (prant 
tboae cltix^n*. whoM* «ervlcet, talmti, or virturt, had ennoUrd 
iMr eountry, an honourable proviihm for 1Mb hi the Prytanonm, 
or hdll of pnhlie entertainment!. The poet appean to be pro- 
Tldbiic a tlniilar daily banquet for hit lauMffi* deahrr, but by a 
•iflKle word he ehanget the tenie expected, and exprewet, what 
I hare been obUffed to iub«tliute a whole line for, and mill the 
play of word* besklet. '11ie«e diflleultlet occur In almoit erery 
tan Ihirt of Arbtophanet. 

t Almoit all the lalandi hi the ABgean ira, ai well ai the nu* 
OMfout Oredun eitiet of Aiia Minor, of the Hellespont and of 
Thraee, were tribatary tultfeett of the Athenian pcoplei they 
weM not allowed, Miyt Mr. Mltford* to poitefi ihlpt of war, hot 
wete dependent upon Athens for proteetlon, and liable to erery 
Ii1b4 and degree of control fh>ni that imperial state. 

* Carta and Chaleedon were the northern and southern eitre* 
Mkiia of real or asserted Athenhui domfaUon on the waitMB skb 
of a sw i spt Alia. 

P 2 
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Dsm. ^likj, you midUkc — a whisper in your 
All these are so much money in your purse — 
For thou wilt be— or there's no faith, be sore. 
In oracles — a most prodigious man ! 

SauB» Go to, you canting varlet, am not I 
A sausage-vender ? — how shall greatness then 
Sit on a man of my profession ? 

Dem, Tut ! — 

It is the very source of greatness : — answer :— - 
Art not a knave P — art not o' the forum ?* — haat not 
A front of brass ?— can Fortune set her seal 
Of greatness with more certainty upon thee ? 

Sau8, I cannot find in me that worthiness 
And seal of iUture power you vaunt so mightily. 

Bern, Anan ! why sure thou hast some squeam- 
ishness 
Of honesty about thee ! All's not right, 
I fear : — answer, art fair ? — art honest-^art 
A gentleman ?f — how say'st ? 

Sau8. (coldly.) Not I, by G— ^ ! 
I am, as all my fathers were — a blackguard. 

Dem. Then thou art blest : — Fortune hath 8tamp*d 
and mark'd thee 
For state-aifairs. 

Sau8. Nay, I want skill in music :i 

• The agorm or forum wai the retort of lUl the idle and pcott* 
gate in Athens. When Theophrutut deseribes a vicaoo* rhami 
ter, the agora b sure to be the scene in which some part of k la 
laid. 

t The word used in the text is that which, in the Sooatis 
idiool, signiftet the utmost perfection of which oar natun is «a> 
pable. 

X A iinowledge of music formed one of the elementary bnackM 
of Athenian education. It was necessary Ibr the yosuvar 
people of both tent, that they might be able ta bear a part !■ 
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And am the loiTiMt dabster e'en at letten.* 
Dem» Better you wanted that amall skill you 
boait— 

|Im dMmiti and Uie hymiM wbMi ieoompniM their mray ra> 
Ufloiy MlMWiHItti K wu ivqulri'd oTimfi, who hrld thr higher 
olReM of Um> itate, to rmMi? thrm to firr thrlr nifnnifi>fl with 
propriety «t thotr conlMtf , which were ptfprtiialljr Mihmittcd to 
their deeWon et the thestret end the rouilo>roniuf. We mutt 
not howrver ooaflne thr term mutle to thr |trrrlie mrenliif 
whkh It heert et prrec^t. It had • cUhc n-leiinn to gninimer, 
and WM made to hmr upon all the nieetlfi of thet wondrrfel 
laaguafr, ** lo ilrople In ita anRlufy,** Mjt Mr. Mttlbrd. " of Mch 
eomplea art In lu eoropotitkm iiml infleeUen, uf rarh elramm, 
Ibrer, and elcfanee hi Iti context urr, and ot'tueh tinipjlar aweet^ 
ncm, variety, harmony, and mi^^^y In lii lound.** How iilorly 
■uieeptlhle the Attk vr was, and liow mlnutrly thr lowest per* 
•em enterrd bito the intrleaelm oT lu compotltkin, may be In* 
Arrrd Aom thr wHI known itory, rrlalcd b}' Ciecroi of llieo* 
phraitut and thr herb-wonten. 

* In the Athenian eoune of imtruetlon ihn ^/ft^^ATirxcC**' 
frammarlan) immedlatrly |»rro«<lnl the lubf^vnt for inuilc^ 
nuttler.) Iloth prreepton cultivated iJu« imegiiiatlon, alinoit 
eselutivvly at the exp<ii«e of the uttderttandltigi and to thh vl* 
ckMM fyitem of I'dueation may be traced much of the wild rxtn^ 
vtfanee and ftckle enihuilaim which lo itronirly marked the 
Athenian character. Imtead of thotr plain trcatiaei on the na* 
tarr, extent, and ilUMtUin of the mmI on which we live, and thoie 
works on morality, which teach iii how to live, the flrst book 
which the framraarlaii invariably put into the hands of his pti* 
pU, was the works of ll«>mer. The whole of these (seo Plato*s 
Banquet) were not uitfVequently eonimlited to memory i aiMl (he 
mischkA which restihcd iVom (bus reading In liiflincy, what 
oe|ht to hare been (he study of riper yean, were so many, (see 
(he RepuU 1. 8. 3.) that Plato, notwiihhUiiding his uwn erkleat 
prrdllretkm fbr the great lather of iNNtry, concludes i»lth ha* 
alihkig him fVoro his inflint state. From Ihe criticisms, commen* 
tarin, etphinations and interpobtion*, of Homer by the gram- 
HMUflans, the pupil was rommitted lo th^ teacher of music : till It 
was gradually cUscoverrd that a long applkatloH to music unfits 
(Im mbid Ihr the acquisition o( the siiblimer scU>nct s ; that as 
•oitfida and airs afe retained, kkxi are apt to illp fraai thr me- 
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'Tis all that makes 'gainst thy sufficiencies : 
Music and letters ! — tut ! we want no gifts 
Like these in men who rule us — morals, quotha ?— • 
A dolt — a knave, — these are the stuff we make 
Our statesmen of — but come — ^throw not away 
The blessing gracious heav'n has put upon thee 
By virtue of these oracles. 

Sana. First let me hear 

The wording of them. 

Vem. Nay, you'll 6nd no want 

Of wisdom in them, nor variety 
In the conceit— observe — (Reads,) 

(Obaclb.)* 

When the monster, half-tanner, half-eagle, shall 

take 
To his mouth, crooked-beak'd, the dull blood' 

sucking snake : 

nory. and that the play of the understanding becomes lets in pny 
portion as the fingers become mure active. De Pauw, torn. ii. p. 
128. From tho works of i^schines, or the person wrho wrote in hm 
same, it appears therefore that barp music, as well as flute mu^ 
(ride the Achantianx) fell gradually into disuse : hut thegniraB» 
riani (who stood nearly in the same relations of ri\alry and oppoit 
tion to the |*htlosophrrs as the comic writers) did not so easily part 
with their pre<Uh ctiun for poetry ; and the exclusive systen of 
the two illuuriuus grgmmarians, Aristophanes of ByzantiuiB, 
and Aristarchus uf Alexand/ia. may almost be traced in the grrac 
public schools of England to thi« day, where the dramatists, the 
lyric and epic poi't, almost entirely Mipersede the phikMopbcr, 
aod not unfrequently the historian and the orator of antiquity. 

* Oraclf>s were commonly delirered in verse, or at least coai> 
mitted to measure as soon as they had passed the prophetic lips 
of thi' priestess. M. de Pauw, remarking upon those delivered 
at Delphi, has very Justly observed that no where did the ffod of 
harmony receive such cruel affronts as in his own sanctuary ; 
where the task of verifying the predictions delivered* by the god 
was committed to persons who sinned not only against poetry, 
bat the eommoneit rules of metrical composition. 
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Then if ngMy prophetic the future I trace, 
Piphlagonift and *pickle shall sink in disg^ce. 
The venders of sausages' star shall arise, 
And Glory come down with a crown from the 

skies:— 
Unfading their fame, as their sacrifice great* 
Who leave a good trade to take care of the state. 

Sous, And how points this to me ? 
Jkm, I will resolve you. 

"^e tanner-eagle is the Paphlagonian. 
^w. But he is call'd crook-beak'd. — 
•2^. With reason good. 

^hat else bis hands but beak and claws and ta- 
lons P 
Saut. But then the serpent — ^how expound you 

that? 
Jkm, Nay, 'tis the clearest of similitudes: 
What is a serpent but a lengthy thing P 
And what your sausage but the same ? — again^- 
foor sausage is a blood-sucker ; — so is 
Your snake— and snake, so runs the prophecy. 
Shall beat the tanner-eagle ; — take he heed 
Meantime that no false speeches cozen him. 

Sau8, The light is broke upon me, and I see 
A call from heav'n in this ; — I marvel most 
How I shall do to rule the populace. 
Dem. Nought easier: model you upon your 
trade. 
Deal with the people as with sausages — 

* Moft probtUy the liquid used in tanning. 
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Twist, implicate, embroil ; — nothing wih hart. 
So you but make your court to Oemus — cheating 
And soothing him with terms of kitchen science. 
All other public talents are your own ; 
Your voice is strong, your liver white, and you are 
O' the forum — say, could Diffidence ask more 
To claim the reins of state i — the Pythian god. 
The oracles are in your favour ;— clap then 
A chaplet on your head ; drop instant prayer 
Unto Coalemus,' and bear your manhood 
Entire against him. 

Sai/a. But what aidance may 1 
Expect ? The wealthier fear, the meaner folk 
Pay the most crouching rev'rence to him. 

Dem. Nay, nay. 

The Knights will be your friends ; there are among 

them 
Some twice fivt* hundred, who detest him : citizens 
Of breeding and of mark, be sure, will side 
With you, and such spectators here as boast 
Right-minded notions — what's more to the pur- 
pose, 
Thou'lt lack no aid which heav'n and I can give. 
But see thou show no fear : none needs : the face 
You'll see is not the Paphlagonian's, 
Nor bears its nice impress : for our artificers 



• lliM demigod (the Genius of Stupidity) is most probably « 
deity of the author*s own crention. Another ideal being, called 
CotMluS; to whom the sausage' vender also appeals more than 
once in this play- possetstd a more substantial plaee in the Attie 
legends, according to Wieland. That learned writer eoiuideffs 
the Cobaloi of Aristophane« as neiirly allied tu Shaktpears\ 
Pack, and still more to the Kobokle of his own countrymen. 
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Took fright, and would not give a semblance of 

it— 
It mattera not i— an audience lilce this 
Noeda no such aidanoe to their nice discernment. 



SCKNE VI. 
NiciAS, DxMOHTHRirKii, Clkon, Savsioi-Vxvdiii 

ClIORVS. 

Mc, Me comes, ho C9mcs, the cursed Paphla- 
gonian ! 

Cleon, whose entrance has |^|f;*en tlius artfully 
delayed) nt IcnKtli malccs his upijcarancc i lie be- 
gins immediately with tlic common popular cry of 
Athens, that a conspiracy is on foot, and tliat tho 
democracy is in danger: lie remarlcN the cup from 
which Dcmosttienes Imd miulc liis libation :— it was 
a cup ft*om Clialcis,* and consequently proved ntoft 
clearly that the two slaves were stirring up tlio 
Chalcidians to a revolt : death of course was to be 



* IIm rrroU ■moiiff tli« ChnlcUlitii* (not thotf* of KuInsi, m 
dkt Iramrd Camulion iiMilvcrtciidy olHrrvei, liut uf rhniee) 
avtvallf brokf out iibout ihU iimri nnd the (crtotii cohmi- 
qatmsff. wtth which k wtt siK'ndcti, vould iiitir huv^ bpcii n>ne- 
Mcn by thr poH, or, with all hii audiiciiy. hr «r«iu|ii hartlty hnve 
vvntttrrd ro jokr upon 'ht «uh)rci. I hr Athi iiiRUk lo<i hy thto 
fsvolt one of thotM* viiltuibltiiloiirntlcticlM, (AitiphipolUt) ffum 
wImM wtslth thvir repubUo chU.'fly ctntUvd iit power » hui poit*- 
rltj hai fstned by U one oC thi- luoti tiMomiisrsbls hlctortttf. 
wh)«h any ag« or sountry wer prodiocd. 
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the punishment of such an atrodty. At the mg 
of his terrible antag'onist, the sausage-vender's co 
rage forsakes him, and he endeavours to make k 
escape : he is brought back, however, to the char| 
by Demosthenes, who makes a powerful appeil^ 
the Knights. <* Now^ gentlemen of the horsey 
the time to g^ve your assistance." Two of thi 
are summoned by name — •• Simon* — ^Panjetiua—  
the right wing! forward." Th^ Knights are ol 
dient to the summons. Demosthenes turns ^ 
umphantly to the sausage-vender, and bids i 
mark the dust which announced the approach 
this new body of auxiliaries. The attack of ^ 
Knights, who are thus artfully interwoven into ' 
business of the piece, commences in a burst of d< 
ble trochaics, the common metre for ezpres^ 
strong emotion & the Greek stage. It is obs^i 
able Uiat the name of the object of their atts* 
never escapes theiV lips. 

Cborus. 

Stripes and torment, whips and scourges^ foi tl 

toll-collecting knave ! 
Knighthood wounded, troops confounded, chasUi 

ment and vengeance crave. 
Taxes sinking, tributes slirinking, mark his ap| 

tite for plunder ; 
At his craw and rav'ning maw dykes and whi 

pools fail for wonder ! 

* It trai  penoQ oftliM atrne, wbom XenoplMHi IbBowti 
hi* Treatise on HoncmaMfaip. 
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lanfttion and «vMion«-cov«rt art and close de- 
ceit— 
idful funninff, force and ctinning, who with him 

in thcMc compete ? 
can cheat and eke repeat twenty timet his fe- 
lon feut, 
before yon blessed sun has quench'd hii lamp 

of glowing heat, 
in to him— pursue him— atrike, shiycr^ and hew 

him I 
ifound biro and pound him* and storm all around 
him— 

And keep wary eye. 
Looking roundt far and nigl), 
Or with the same ease 
As the knuve Kucrates,* 
Through the chaff and the bran 
Made a way, will this man 
' Discover some plan, 
Corner, hole, crack, or cran- 
ny, your eyes to trepan, 
And escape as he can. 
Soiifbunded by an attack, which commences to 
orously, Cleon calls loudly on the members. of 
HeliKa (the high court of judicature) for help. 
If^h jurymen, or pleaders, you whose soul is in 

your fee ; 
1 that in a three-piccM obol, father, mother, 
brother see ; 

' Bn«nitsi ippi*!)!^ (0 have ipeeii1at«d in flonr •• well •• In 
c In bli ofllcfi of iMibllo tretiurer, hn dtiippearttJ wUh • 
ge luiit of (he piihlio nM)n(*y. In Atlimi, whrnv every thinir 
« mnile h inject of plctHuitry, the esoftpe of Kueratui t>v^%%«a 

Vol, XLUl, d 
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You, whose food I'm still providing, straining i 

tlirough right and wrongf^ 
5Iark aiid see— conspiracy drives and buflPeti 

along ! 
Cho. 'Tis with reason — 'tis in season — 'tis as 

yourself have done : 
Thou fang, thou claw — thou gulph, tliou n 

yielding partage fair to none. 
Where's the ofKcer at audit but has felt your < 

ed gripe ? 
Squeez'd and tried with nice discernment, whc 

yet the wretch be ripe. 
Like the men our figs who gather, you are tl 

to discern, 
Which is green and which is ripe» and whi< 

just upon the turn. 
Is there one well-purs'd among us^ lambJik 

* heart and hfe, 
Link'd and wedded to retirement, hating bus*! 

hating strife ? 
Soon your greedy eye's upon him — when his i 

is least at home, — 
Room and place — from farthest Thrace^f at 

bidding he must come. 



* How difficult it Will for the most quiet and Cftuliow ] 
five umlifturbed in Athens, is molt eleariy evineed by \ 
naive confcuioos, which the licensed garrulity of oM ag«^ 
the consriousiiess of an upright and wellipem life, alkmcd 
erates to make in hit later speeches. See particularly the 
tion de Pcrmutatione, and that called the PanatheiMie, 

t Some of the most valuable colonies of Athena lay li 
Chersoncsui of Thrace, and consequently many of the ci 
citi^ns made it their uccaiional residence. 
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Foot luid hand are straight upon him — neck and 

shoulder* in your grip, 
Co the ground anon he's thrown, and you smite 
f him on tlie hip. 
Clean (^favfiiing.) Ill from you comes this irrup- 
tion, you for whom my cares provide. 
To reward old deeds of valour, stone and monu- 
mental pride. 
Twas my purpose to deliver words and speech to 

tliat intent — 
And for such my good intentions must I be thus 
tempest-rent ? 
Cbo. Fawning braggart, proud deceiver, yield- 
ing like a pliant thong ! 
We are not old men to cozen and to gull with lying 

tongue. 
Fraud or force — assault or parry — at all points will 

we pursue thee : 
And the course which first exalted, knave, that 
• same shall now undo thee. 
Cleon. (to the audience,) Town and weal — I make 
appeal — back and breast these monsters 
feel. 
 Cho. Have we wrung a clamour from thee, pest 
and ruin of our town ? 
Sau8. Clamour as he will, I'll raise a voice that 
* fhall his clamour drown. 

* Smm torms of the ptlautra are here introdaced, the exact 
mcmiag cf wluch does not appear to be thoroughly understood. 
Tiae leanied reader is referreid to Soaliger's note on the passage . 
io Knster's edition of Aristophanes. 

^ IHerally, ytu nmUvn him up^ Uke the <0a/*coUabu9« 
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Cho. To outreach this knave in speeeh i 

g^eat and glorious feat — 

But to pass in face' and brasa-^that were tr 

all complete. 

Then might fly to earth Mid sky notes of i 

psanM high ! 

Cleon (to the atuKence,} Allegation — af&rn 

I am here prepared to make 

That this man, (pointinff to the Sausage-fvt 

shippM spars and * timber and — sausaj 

Sparta's sake. 

Sau8, Head and oath, I stake them both, i 

free before this presence say, 

That the Hall a guest most hungry sees in 
man (pnnHtij to Cleon) ev'ty day : 

He walks in with belly empty and with fiill 
goes away. 
I>em. Add to this, on my witness, that in eo 
close disguise. 
Of fish and flesh and bread most fragrant- 
makes there unlawful prize : 
Pericles, in all his grandeur, ne*er was giftc 
such guise. 
Cleon (loudly,) Fate hatl markM you wi 
eye : 
Yet awhile and both must die. 
Sau8. (louder.) 

Pilch your voice, knave,, as you will : 
PU that voice out-clamour still. 



* Certain Ifarbiddea article* of expoitaUoQ and tome i 
of cookery are confounded together in the original, by 
tho«c plays of wordi) which it it impOMihle to presen 
tramhition. 
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'leon (cvetcenth.) 

When I 8oui% tlio ocean's roar 
Fails for very wonder. 
iiiB, In my throat Tvu but one note. 

And tliat note Im - thunder. {Speaking very to mi.) 
idon, 1 have test } our partH to try : 

IjooI&M inCf nor wuik your eye. 
'AU9» lit your chttllcng^e on your head : (Looh. 
without ivifihi7ttf,) 
(Scontfiiiitf) Wlicre Hupposc ye I waa bred ? 
'leon, I jQ»fi steal, and, miilci|l»l<Kis grace ! * 
Own it with unblushing*. face, i 

' ' 'Vp«i(Ure not thus pursue it. .. . . > 

)au8. Empty boasting*, void as air 
I can steal, and then outs wear 
The man who saw me do it. 
■leofi, {mortified^) 

Small applauHc your fcuts demundi{ 
The art 'tis known 
Is not your own ; 
You're but u knave ut second hand. 
But to the hull, anon, I (^o, 
Incontinent our chairmen know, 
You've intestines here wiiich owo 
A tythc to Jove and heaven. 
HO. Wretch ! without a parulUl — 
Son of thunder — child of hell, — 
('reature of one mighty sense, 
Concentrated impudence! — 
From earth's centre to the seu. 
Nature stinks of that und thee. 
It stalks at the bar, 
It lurks ut the tolls ; 
Q .2 



1 \ 
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In the' Assembly, black war 
And defiance it. rolls* 
It speaks to our ears 
In an accent of thunder ; 
It climbs to the spheres ' * 

And rives heav'n asi^ider. »r .ja 
Athens deafens at the soihd in hev e«rs still dl 
ming i f*^ 

While seated higb^ 
You keep an eye 
Upon the toAte, Hke these who spy 
If tunny-fish be coinifi£^« 
Clean, It scapes me not, whose hands this pi 

hare patched for my undoing. 
Satu, Thanks for the word — 'tis frell preferr 
and asks a short pursuing,— 
To stuff intestines is my trade, as yours the a 

shoeing. 
By the same sign, a scucvy hide your skill 

lately trying ; 
The bumpkins heard, and out of hand were a] 

shoes applying. 
SoUd and g^d the leather seem'd, yet scarce 

Sol in ocean. 
But two larg^ fists had found within full pow( 
locomotion. 
Dent. Myself can best this truth attest — I 
me in his leather ; 
My burg just reach'd» the skin so stretch'd I » 

my point could weather. 
My townsmen sneer'd— my neighbours jee 

'twas ask'd thro' all the quarter — 
Came you in boots, sir, or a boat^by land> s 
by water ? 
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■to . from the first anto the Ust, 

Nerer was this man surpaat 
In the kwyers thidd and |ias8»~- 
Front of iron, faoe of brats ! 
This it 18, whereMth he bilka 
Wealthy foreigners, and milks 
' Scj^nraeiB both all and one. 

Mavk "Hippodarous's son ! {Pmmting to 
kilh>0m(mg the audience,)^ 
At hk sight he feels undone. 
And hi* tears ia torrents run ! 
But my eyes— ^ranspoot-fraught— 
Haire at length vision caught 
Of 41 man in tongue-war 
Bis superior by hx : 
One that leaves him behind 
In each trick of the mind. 
Quirks, and heart-diving wiles. 
And the craft of false smiles. 
Covert art and pretence. 
And bold plain impudence : — 
For his very emanations 
' * Are a common thiers sensations. 
^Ut thou {turning to Sausage-vender^) whose 
breeding and whose feeding were in those 
schools and masters, 
'^^ra whence proceed all those who breed our 

present state-disasters, — 

^^ifcldtby speech — direct and teach in eloquent*^ 

oration [tuous education. I 

-^Jst they are naught who'd have us taught a vir- r 

Sous, Then at a word must first be heard my ) 

rival's estimation. -^ 

* Rtppodamus wtsa celebnted aicUtset. Sq6 "MinEiCBa^ 
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Cleon (^eagerly.) I claim precedence in 

speech — nor you my right deny, sir. 
Sous, Yodr reason, ---plea.?— mere kna> 
{proudly) marry, and what am I, sir? 
1 stake my iame, and this way claim[a right to 
speaking. 
Cho. (gravely,) Ther eason's g^od, well u 
stood ; — if more the foe be seeking. 
Be it replied — that you're a knave and not of 

creation. 
But known and tried*— on either side — ^throu§ 
your generation. 
Cleon (to Satis.) Dost still oppose ? 
Sau8. 'Fore friends and foes. 

Cleon. My soul is in commoti( 

By Earth !— 

Saua. By Air ! — 

Cleon. I vow ! 

Saus. I swear ! 

Cleon. By Jupiter ! — 

Sana, By Ocean ! — 

Cleon. O I shall choke — 

Sau a. You shall not choke — myself am 

prevention. 
Cho. (to Sana.) Forbear, forbear, my f 

nor mar so useful an intention ! 
Cleon. (to Saua.) DiscusB — propound your ca 
your ground for these your words nefa 
Sau9. My pow'rs of speech— my art to re 
phrase season'd high and vainous — 
• Cleon. (contemptuously.) Yourpow*rsof spec 
. . ill fiU*e^thd cause beneath your hands 
V. falling — 
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tter'd and rent, 'twill soon present a sample of 

your caHing. 
3 same disease will fortune you — ^that meets our 

eyes not rarely : — 
ir— mark — reply, and own that I discuss the 

matter fairly, 
ne petty suit 'gainst strangers g^in'd — anon 

you're set a-crowing ; 
5 mighty feat becomes forthwith a birth that's 

ever growing, 
day, by night, on foot, on horse, when riding or 

when walking — 
ar life a mere soliloquy — still of this feat you're 

talking.* 
u ftill to drinking water next — on generous wine 

you trample, 
hile friends are sore —worn o'er and o'er with 

specimen and sample, 
id this attain'd, you think you've g^in'd the palm 

of oratory — 
«v*n help thee, silly one, you've yet to learn 

another story. 
M. And what is your own beverage, its mode ? 

its preparation ? 

' Tb« extnine dupocition of the AtbeaiaM to gamility n 
Htd wttli adminble bumour by TbeophmitUf ; vide Cbar. 3. 
Ineratet. wbo did not spare hit countrymeii, nlliet them 
iMthe Mine topic. Our pusion. nyt he, fbrtalkutg is in* 
ibie: we tre ever indeed commending^ moderation r«nd fitness 
nson, snd if our ordinary language might be bcUevedf they 
i|««liriet vhirh turpan all others ; but tbr nnnieni we imagina 
ave anjr thing >o ofier our strives, all moderation is at an end; 
t«hio9 has stUI been U-Ii untaidf some little addition is y**! to 
oade, and fitness of season might hIso be thoaght to be syno- 
MM with ualimited duration, De P«cm«ta« v. ii. p. 4ii. 
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That you alone hare found the art to tongue-ti< 

the nation ? 
Cleon {fiercely.) And who dares bandy words 

me, or meet me in oration P — 
'Tis but to eat some tunny-fish and sup a sti 

potation. 
And I am he that dares set free my tongue in L 

reviling, 
'Gainst all our chiefs in Pylus' fort long charge 

crmes compiling. 
Sau9. {fiercely) At speech or feat, at word or nr 

mark here your fit opponent — 
Let ribs of beef this frame-work line — let t 

form part component : 
Let me but sup the broth clean up, and — no a 

6ons making — 
Tlie advocates I'll throttle all, and Nicias s€ 

quaking.* 
Cho. {-with gravity, to Saus.) Your speech 

ran as it began, nor ask'd the end aspersic 

* The excessive timidity of Nicias is satirized by many of 
comic writers of his time. Plutarch, in his Life of Nicias, has q 
ed some strong passages from Telecleides, Eupohs, and Phi 
chus, to this effect ; but his own observations are still stron 
and marie in an extraordinary manner the fears to which per 
of property were subjected in a democracy like Athens He 
c&as) was so afraid of informers, says Plutarch, that he w> 
neidier venture to eat nor converse with any of the citizens, 
would be visit, or be visiird, or, in a word, enter into any an 
ments of this kind. When he was Archon, he used to sta 
court till nighr, being always the first that came, and the 
that went away. When no public business called him f 
home, it was no easy matter to get aecess to him, for he 1 
himself close within doors ; and when any came to speak 
him, he had some particular friend ready, who went to the ( 
desiring Nicias might be excused, because he was then taken 
with tome impoctant affiiirt relating to die state. 
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But to sup brothy nor ask your friends, — may gen- 
der some aversion. 

A translator may easily feel doubtful in what 
Yight this scene will appear to an English reader. 
If he should think there is fire and vigour in it, 
he may be assured that that.vigour does not dimi- 
nisli ; if he considers it more coarse than humor- 
ous, no promise can be held out that the dialogue 
becomes more refined ; on the contrary, it imme- 
diately assumes a character of threat and recrimi- 
nation which the most fastidious taste might ob- 
ject to without being thought over-delicate. The 
Greeks, however, allowed a wider range to their 
humour than we do: and the exertions of the 
Sausage-vender, so far from offending the moral 
Chobus, are rewarded by the applauses of those 
friends in the shape of the following reflexions — 
*• Fire is not the most burning thing in nature : 
and, shameless as the words are, which we hear 
continually in our city, it seems there are words of 
still more frontless impudence, — courage, thou 
illustrious vender of sausages ! — what you have 
done already is by no means despicable — but perse- 
vere — you have your enemy already by the waist, 
throw him once to the ground, and you'll find him 
a very bankrupt in courage." 

Saus. Nor am myself unschooPd what man I have 
To' encounter with— coward he is at heart, 
And only wears a show of bravery 
When his false sickle reaps another's harvest. 
Reaping where others sow'd, his ears he harvests ; 
And having dried them, looks him out a purchaser. 
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This of course allndes to the affair of Pylui, and 
the money which Cleon hoped to make of the 
prisoners who had there fsJlen into his hands. 
Cleon atlects an utter indifference to all these 
charges. •* I am perfectly safe," says he, *« while 
the senate exists, and while Demus remains in a. 
sedentary state, and more like an image* than a 
living person. A consciousness of self>security» 
however, does not abate a warm feeling of resent- 
ment against his adversary. " I hate you,** sajTQ, 
he, turning to the persecuting sausage-vender, 
«« from the bottom of my heart; and if ever this 
feeling cease, may I become one of Cratinus's pil- 
lows,! or be taught to sing a part in a tragedy of 
Morsimus." This attack rouses the acrimony of 
the Chorus, who return the assault in the follov- 
ing manner. 

Chorus. 

Matchless this knave ! — at ear and eye. 
Mouth, touch, and taste — ^he*s bribery. 
On beds of fragrant flowers he sips 
Corruption at his very lips. 

* Suidas derives the verb, by whieh the repretentative of the 
AUienum people is cluncterixed, frum Bfocco, a woman who to 
the misfortune of dumbuess added intolerable stupidity. Wie- 
laadtupposesthattheioene opened in Uiis part and discovcivd 
Demni sitting as described in the text. 

t Cratinus and Morsimus were two dramatic rivals of Aritto- 
phanes. llie olgection which Cleon proiesses to bein^ one of 
the pillows ot the former, rebtes to a little piect of private hiaco- 
ry, from which the audience were led to infer, that intemper- 
ance had produced certain infirmities in the old bard, and that 
the fleeces, or whatever else supported bin at table, were Sn^ 
qucoUy sofferen by its effects. 
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Some day shall end his guilty reign ; 
The same foul means that work'd his gain 
Shall make him render it ag^n. 
Then will I sing, and sportive say, 
** A cup, a cup, to bless this day ! 
A cup, a cup, I'll bathe in wine— ^ 
See Julius' aged *son incline- 
One generous joy he dares to steal 
And keep his eyes awhile from — meal. 
He rends the welkin with applause, 
And chants full Pa:ans in so just a cause. 

The new statesman, however, was quite equal to 
kis own defence ; and to convince his friends, that 
their interference was unnecessary, he records 
some childish traits of himself: many were the 
cheats, says he, I put upon the cooks. Look, boys, 
yonder, I was wont to say ; the spring's ai hand, for 
yonder is the swallow .f They gap'd and gaz'd, 

* The penoD here satirised, m ording to the Scholiast, iup> 
pKed the Prytanrum or Pubik Hall with bread, aud ktpt a vigi. 
luA eye that he was not defraudt^ in hn deaUngi. Casaabun is 
onwilling to let him oft so cheaply, and adds to his offimces, that 
he had turned a great dearth of eotn in Athens to his prirbte ad* 
vantage. 

t 'i he swallow, as the harbinger of spring, was a favourite bird 
■Mong the Greeks: hn first appearance iMde a holiday fi)r the 
OnA hoys, and a song has bet-n preserved in Athenacus, (Sb, 
▼tt. p. 3fiO.) by which ihf little mendicanis used to levy coatrihn* 
tiDm OB the gooil*natiire of their fellow*citizeus. 

The swallow, the swallow has bunt on theaigh^ 

He brings u> gay seasons of venial deli|^ti 

His back it i» snble, his bi lly is white, 

Can your pantry nought spare, 

That his palate may please, 

A fig— or a pear— 

Or a slice ofiieh cheese? 
V€*. XLIII. K 



194 'TBE KKteStS ; 

^hile I, meantime, made booty. Tn general, 
tinues he, these tricks of mine escap'd observs 
and what if any one took note ? it was but hi 
. the prize awhile, and making solemn oath tl 
knew nothing of the theft, and all was well. 
dexterity was observed by one of our public 
tors, and it cannot be, said the gentleman, w! 
prophetic air, but this boy will one day have oil 
of the public purse. The storm of language 
takes another direction, and is carried on al 
entirely in nautical terms. Cleon declares thi 
opponent has robbed the Athenians of ma 
talent. To add to the pleasantry of laying su 

Mark, he bars all delay ; 

At a word, my friend, say. 

Is it yes,— is it nay ? 

Do we go ?— do we stay ? 

One gift and we're gone : 

Refuse, a ad anon 

On your gate and your d«or 

All our fury we pour. 

Or our strength shall be tried 

On your sweet litde bride ; 

From her seat w^ will tear her: 

From her home we will bear her : 

She is light, and will ask 

But small hands to the task.-^ 

Let your bounty then lift 

A small aid to our mirth ; 

And whatever the gift, 

l«t its size speak its worth. 

The swallow, the swallow 

Upon you doth wait : 

An almsman and suppliant 

He stands at your gate : 

Set open, set open 

Your gate and your door : 

Neither giants nor grey-beardi,— 

yre your bounty implore. 
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urge upon a man who possessed nothing but his 
ife and his chopping-block, Cleon confinns 
) accusation by an oath, which the Greeks 
droned the most solemn of all; — he swears by 
s mysterious name of Ceres. The Chorus affect 
De terror at this accusation : let go your rope, 
' they to their friend, and drive before the wind; 
s the wind Caesias (a violent stormy wind) and 
fws up calvmniea. Cleon follows his blow with 
erting that the sausage-vender, to his certain 
oiwledge, had received ten talents from Potidaea. 
?ill you take one of them," says his rival, " and 
Id your tongue about the matter?" That he 
1 most gladly, says the Chorus : see, the wind is 
Ag down already. Cleon continues his threats. 

CZeon. Four charges have I 'gainst you, and in 

each 
sess the damage at a "hundred talents. 
Sattf. I've twenty 'gidnst yourself, and twice five 

hundred ; 
e twenty are for absence and desertion— 
e thousand note your shameless peculations. 
'^Uon. Your birth derives from those, whose 

hands pro&n'd — 
St execrable they ! — ^the g^dess* temple.f 

* In triabat Athens, the plaintiff stated not only the offence 
ranitted, bat the ponishnient and extent oTponishinent which 
thought due tu it. 

h An oecarrence in Grecian history is here allnded to. which 
p|ie»ed about a centnry before the performance of thu play, 
me partizans of Ojrlon, who had aspned to the sovereignty of 
hens, had been taken from the altars of Minerva, and under 
e direetion of Megades, the archon, put to death. For this 
ailege, the whole famOyofthe Megacleidse, with all their 4»- 
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Sau8, Yout grandsire rank'd among tlie 

lites — 
Clem, Of whom ? 
Sau8, Of Hippias* consort, fai 

Byrsine.* 

If the reader should think that the abuse < 
pair has reached its climax, he has yet to lea 
perseverance and extent of Grecian invectiy< 
two rivals compass half the circle of G 
science for terms of reproach, before the; 
elude; — the builder's art, the powers of tl 
and the hammer, the glue-pot, the carpi 
yard, the art of running and casting met 
crafts of the founder, the brazier, the cheesem 
and the currier, all furnish terms, which 
their sarcasms more poignant, and alternate! 
the tide of victory. The storm is indeed k 
so loudly and incessantly, that Cleon is i 
throw himself upon the senate, and challenji 
rival to meet him at that awful bar. His anti 
professes his readiness to do so: the Cuonu 
sidering him as one of the combatants wh( 
going to exhibit in the wrestling-school, anc 

scendani*, were dechml to be for ever execrable. Th 
tans, at the commenoerarnt oFrhe Peloponne^ian wart t 
cd to tnake aie of this Oi-currence a{(aintt Per:cl«s, 
the motht-r^s side was decended from Megai l« % Ttn 
i. c. 126. 127. P(ut. Life of Pericles. 

* The wife of Hippiaa was Aamcd Myrrhin^ : thi* pw 
gtfs the name intu Ryninif, iu order tu raise a laugh at iht 
trade luid oeeupation of Cleon. lliv Knglish readt-rw 
tiinf^ enttfiain no very culit^ idea of Grecian wit ; an 
one passage among many others, « here a translator of 
phinea matt IM hinuelf apon very onsteady ground. 
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}dy with the fat of liis own sausages, that he 
may slip from his adversary's calumnies;'' they 
ed him like a fighting cock with pungent garlic ; 
ey remind him (in allusion to the combats of the 
me bird) to peck at his adversary, — to tread him 
iwn, — to £^aw his crest,— «nd swallow his gills ; 
d they finally recommend him to the protection 
that divinity, which, in modern times, would, 
tder the same mythology, have presided over the 
tiais Royal of Paris, and the Piazza di Marco of 
snice. 

May the spirit that's in me direct thee ; 
And Jove of the Market protect thee ; 
May the pride of my blessing erect thee 

To efforts and enterprise glorious ; 
And when next you're descried. 
May it be in the pride 

Of conquest and valour victorious. [Exit 

Sautage vender. 
To a much harder task {turning to the audience) 
I am bent, while I ask 
A hearing from those, 
"Who in verse and in prose 

For their tact and their skill are notorious. 



R 2 
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PARABA818.* 

Were it one of that fold school, learned airs, wht 
long the rule 
and the tone to our drama have giveot 
Who his lessons and his verse having* ^taught ua t« 
rehearse, 
would before this high presence have driven; 
'Tis great chance that his request, however warm^ 
pre St, 
might have met with no easy compliance : — 
Bat indulgent we have heard the petitions of a 
bard 
of new mettle and noblest appliance. 



* When  writer at Athens had completed  dnunatk woifc, ho 
genenlly put it into the hands of one of those wealthy pomi 
who either voluntarily undertook, or by eompukion of the liv 
were enjoined, to defray the expenses of the ehoral and theabv 
cal exhibitions. This was called X^f^^ ^^ntn, Aristophaaei «> 
plains why he had been backward m complying with tliia ott- 
Mished eustom. The parabasis itself displays a feelin|f of iBg» 
titude in the Athenians, which excites as much indigDatkMi, ailhe 
couraf;:e with which it is here exposed, demands appfaMue. 

t The more immediate precursors of Aristophanet on tbeeoaMC 
stage were Chionides, Magne% and Deinolouhus. Nothing flf 
their works has come down to us but the tides of some of them. 

X From the quality of their writing materials, the Greeks had 
not the convenience of copying their composiiiuns with fheiKlT-: 
the parts therefore of a drama were studied from the repeated 
delivery of the poet, and the Chonis exercised in the same man- 
ner. This was called teaching a piece. In tragedy, (and roort 
probably in comedyO not merely the puctrj', but the roaueal ac- 
companiment, the scenical decoratioii and repreuMitadon, were 
all the ereatton of the poet. The player was a mere tool, ml 
his exedlenee conristed in the accuracy with vrhleh he filled ap 
bis part, and by no means in arbitrary bnvtira, w m osteoiatiaui 
display of %)^l^Schlfgi;l. 
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.nd well may be command aid and lorvice at our 
hand { 
for his hatreds and ourt closely blending 
\to one concurring point leap, and hand and heart 
and joint 
to the same noble object are tending. 
le no shade nor shelter seeks i— what he thinks 
he boldly speaks { — 
neither skirmish nor conflict declining, 
[t inarches lUl elate 'gainst that Typhon of the 
state, 
storm and hurricane and tempest combining, 
[arvel much we hear has grown, and inquiries 
through the town 
of the poet have been most unsparing, 
(Vith submission be it known that these words ure 
not our own, 
but his own pi*oper speech and deolnring,) 
rhy his dramas hitherto came not forward as was 
due, 
their own proper Choregus* obtaining; 
'ake us with you, sirs, awhile and a moment's easv 
toil 
will in brief be tlic rrasun explaining. 

* The office of Cliur(>gui, or CKoriiiniMitrr, was ImmIi honoti^- 
iMe tnd rxprnilvc. Vmv\i of the fen ti-ihri AirnUlied one iinnii* 
iHy, ttid hit buiincsi waa to defiray (he expeniea of flie ircnuul 
«fMrcMUtatiom and those of the lolenin fbttirali. If the tril>r 
vere too poor to provide a chorvf u«, the expiiiie Ml upon (he 
tace. Sometimes (He charge was divided between two penoni ; 
ometlmei the ohoregui of one tribe wm allowed to conduet the 
Jborni of another tribe. I'he cboregui wai by law to be at 
eait fbrty yean of age t upon bim retted the cliolee of the per- 
om eonpoiing the Chorai; and they were generally taken flrom 
he youth of the tribe to which he belonged. A good flut«« 
fhyttt to modulate thoir roicoi, and a AUDil dsMlng-aah 
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'Twas no folly bred, we say, this distrust and cc 
delay, 
but a sense of the' extreme application 
And the toil which he who woos in our town t 
Comic Muse 
must encounter in such his vocation. . 
Suitors many (and brisk sparks,) as our poet < 
remarks, 
pay her court and profoundest attention ; 
But of all that love and burn, very few meet d 
return : — 
this observance first bred apprehension.  

ter to rp||:alate tbeir itept tnd gestores, would natunllj 1 
tmong the chief ol^eets of hit reteareh. Some months bdbi 
the approaehof thefintimlt, the Chorns and aeton began Co I 
practised in their performance : the choregiu frequently mai 
taitiing them during the whole of that time in his own hoose, tb 
they might never be out of his view. At the festirali and pom 
ous processions he appeared at their head, adorned widi a f^ 
crown and a magnificent robe. Bat it was in the theatre tli 
the chief contention took place between the rival chore| 
Judges were solemnly established, and a prize was ac^udged 
the Chorus which had done most honour to the republic. Nothii 
could exceed the enthusiasm with which this victory was sougi 
and received. The prize was generally a tripod ; and the vict 
rious tribe roost commonly consecrated it in the street, whie 
from that cuitom, was called the street of tripods. To the 
tripods were attached notices of the tribe which had gained tl 
victory— of the archon who presided at the festival--of the ci 
zen, who, under the name of choregus, had furnished the c 
penses of the company—of the poet who composed die verses 
of the master who exercised the Chorus, and the musician wl 
directed the songs by the sound of his flute. The conquerors 
the Persians, says the Abb6 Barthelemi, thought it an addition 
their celebrity to ha le appeared at the head of the Chorut ; ai 
on one tripod it might be seen inscribed ** I1ie tribu Antiocli 
gained this prise : Arist«des was the chorus-master : Archestr 
tus composed the piece.** On another, ** Themistoclt* s was tl 
rhoregus : the tnigady was written by nirynicus : Adimanti 
was the archon.** Le Jeune Anach. torn. ii. cc. 12. 2*. 
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lien ytniv tempers qukk— ^kcvere— ever cfiftnginf 
with the year— 
to this thouf^ht added ^un more nppulling^, 
kDd * sense of those disssters whtch, throiiyli >ott> 
their fickle masters, 
ohl a^ on your poets sees falling;. 
*Otlld it 'scape oliserving si|^it what Wfts Magnet* 
wretched plight, 
when his hairs and his temples were boary ( 
ti who hattled with more teal or more trophlwi 
left to tell 
of his former achievements tnd glory f 
te omme piping,* dancing, tapping,-^g-gnatllfig 
and wing-clapping, * 
fh)g-bcsmear'd and with Lydiftn grimaoet: 
et be too had his date, nor could wit nor merit 
great 
preserve him, nnchang'd, In your graces, 
outh pass'd brilliantly and bright ;-~when hiis 
bead was old and white, 
•tnmge reverse and hard fortune confronted ^ 
flM boots taste or tact fbrao#th, if they've lost 
their nicest truth, 
or a wit where the edge has grown blunted ! 
fho Cratinus may forget or the storm of whim and 
wit 
which shook theatres under his guiding } 
rben I'anegyrio's song pour'd her flood of praise 
along, 
who but he on the top wave was riding ? 



* TIm* poB* «Uiiilri ia hb petullar aaaattf t« ^« Utl^ of ••m^ 
>rtlM«lnifBatk wmrlMtfMtftMi. 
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Foe nor rival might him meet; plane* and oak 
ta'en by the feet 
did him instant and humble prostration ; 
For his step was as the tread of a flood that leaves 
its bed, 
and his march it was rude desolation. 
Who but he the foremost guest then on gala-day 
and feast ? 
What strain fell from harp or musicians. 
But ** Doro^t Doro, sweet, njrmph with fig-beslip- 
per»d feet"— 
or — '* Ye verse-snuths and bard-mechanicians." 
Thus in glory was he seen, while his years as yet 
were green ; 
but now that his dotage is on him, '^ 

God help him ! for no eye, of all those who pass 
him by, 
throws a look of compassion upon him. 

* There U some tUonon here, mort probtUy, to a punge in 
one of the plays of Cratinas, all of whidi have unfiMrtunatcly 
perished. Tlie praise bestowed upoa the old bard, who was firiac 
at the time of the exhibitioii of the Knights, is a little eqaiwcal 
throughout, and at last ends in a direct reference to his inten- 
perance. Cratinus lived to convince hu yonthfbl rival, that Ua 
powers were not so moch exhausted as he has here deterifaed 
them to be. A play presented by Cratinus in the following year, 
and formed to meet the allusions here made to his convivial 
habits, gained the prize against the most elaborate of all the com- 
positions of Aristophanes, the fiir-famed Clouds. 

t Two celebrated songs of Cratinus began in this manner. The 
first appears to have been a satire upon the corruption of the 
magistrates ; and those who have attended to the note upon sy- 
cophancy, in the comedy of the Achamians, will be at no low to 
understand the epithet which is here joined with the imaginary 
nymph, who stands for the personification of corruption. The 
latter song appears to have been aimed at jome of the poet*s con- 
temporaries, who wrote more from mechanical rules, than the 
fervour of a poetical spirit. 
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ris a couch, but with the loss of its garnish and its 
gloss ;— 
'tis a baq) that bath lost all its canning, — 
ris a pipe where deftest hand may the stops no 
more command, 
nor on it divisions be running. 
Connas-like, he's chaplet-crown'd, and he paces 
round and round 
in a circle which never is ended ; — 
(n his head a chaplet hangs, but the curses and 
the pangs 
of a drought on his lips are suspended. 
\ if ever yet on bard waited, page-like, high Re- 
ward: 
former exploits and just reputation, 
\y an emphasis of right, sure had earn'd this noble 
wight 
in the Hall a most constant — potation ;f 
i.nd in theatres high station ;t there a mark for 
Admiration 
to anchor lier aspect and face on, 
1 his honour be should sit, ner serve triflers in 
the pit 
as an object their rude jests to pass on. 

* Connu was a flute-player, and it not to be confounded with 
lonnui, the preceptor of Socrates in harp mi^ic. Vid. Plat, in 
£utbjdemo, et Meneseno. From a fragment of Craiinus, Con- 
tas appears to have made himself a little conspicuous by con* 
.tanUy wearing a chaplet on his head. 

t A pleasantry by surprise. The poet should have said dinner .* 
he change is made, in allusion to the intemperance of Cratinus. 
A general this species of wit, in which Aristophanes indulges very 
argely, has more humour in the original than a translation can 
pve ; because there the words are nearly similar in sound. 

t There were distinct seats in the theatre ; but the roost com- 
nodious and honourable places were those near the images of the 
^s, which were pliced on the sCagei--CaMu6fn. 



204 vn KiriOHT*; 

I spare myself the toil to record tho buffett v 
the affronts and the contumelies hateful. 
Which on ^Crates frequent fell, yet 1 dare yoii 
to tell, 
ivbere was caterer more pleasing or grati 
Who knew better how to lay soup piquant an 
tremets, 
dainty patties and little side<«di8hes ? 
Where with all your barda a Muae cook'd moi 
licate ragouts 
or hash'd sentiment so to your wishea ? 
Princely cost nor rerenuo ask'd hia banquet 
true; 
yet he is the only stage-master. 
Through atl changes and all chances, who and 
ed still advances, 
alike master of success and disaster. 



* Cfttm WM fint an totor, and afterwards a writer of il 
Comedy : be performed the principal eharecteri in Crai 
plays, and was the great rival of Arittophanes' flivourite i 
Calliitratas and Philonides. He is said to have been the fin 
introdaoed a drunken diaratter on ihe Athenian siare. 
following fragment on Old Age, tramlated by the learned s 
of the Observer, is abnott all that remains of the wo 
Crates. 

These shriveliV sinews and this bending frame 
The wofkraamhip of Time's strcoig hand prodaia 
aiullHI to revecse whatf'cr the gods create. 
And asake that erooked which they fashioii straii^ 
Hard choice for nieo to dlvi^or el«r to be 
Ihat ton'ring, wrecoheil, wrinkUnl thing yon are ! 
Ag^ then we all prefer; for age w«r pray, 
And travel on toUWa last UngVing day; 
Then sinking stowly down from wurse to wori^ 
1 heav*nS eatorted boon our greatest corses- 
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iirs, ye need no more to hear— ye know whence 
the hue of fear 
o'er our bard's cheek of enterpriae atealing^, 
^nd why like wiier men, who look forward in their 
ken, 
in proverbs he's wont to be dealings 
aying— better first explore what the powers of 
scull and oar, 
ere the helm and the rudder you're trying; 
it the *prow next take your turn, th^ro the mys- 
teries to learn 
of the scud and the winds that are flying. 
*his mastery attain'd, time it is a skiff were gain'd, 

and your f pilotage put to the trial :^ 
%UB with caution and duo heed step by step would 
he proceed 
in a course that should challenge denial. 



• The ^{«{«/c, nyt Arehblihop Potttr, wti next under tb« 
isaiert to hb eare was ooinini(t«d tba tackUnf of iho ihlp, and 
ht fowen htd their plMei ttilfned hj him. He alio iMiitatl 
he iMiiter at eoniultattaiii. G»iac. ArU. v. li. p. 140. 

t The pUoC, layi the lame learned writer, held a much higher 
tnk In ihe Greek navy than In oun. He had (he care uf die 
hip and government of the teamen, and lat at the item to steer ; 
U thinfi were manaf[ed aeconling to his direction : it wa<i there. 
>re neeenary that he should hare ohtained an exact knowledge 
r the art of navigation, which conilited cNlefljr in three thingi: 
. In the right management of the rudder, MUt, and all the en< 
inea oied In navigation t a. In the knowledge of the winds and 
electial bodies, thdr motkma and influences i J. In the know- 
?dfe of commodious harixMirs, roelu, quieksiinds, and other oe- 
urrences on the tea.— /drm. p. U4. A still more imponant part 
f hia duty, the diracUon of the dtHrpku, which so often derklrd 
lie naval engagements of (he aBcleati, hsi been oml((cd hy thtj 
^rard archbishop. 

Vot. XMIT. S 
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Nor let it breed olTence, if for luch befitdng mv 

and 80 modeit a carriage and bearing, 
We aak some mark of itate on itt author here < 
wait I— 
guard of bonour»* procession, or chairing:— 

IVith a shout of such cheering 

As Bacchus is hearing, 

IVhen vats overflowing 

Set Mirth all a-crowing. 

And Joy and Wine meet 

Hand in hand in each street. 

So his purpose attained 

And the victory gain'd. 

Your bard shall depart 

With a rapture-touoh'd heart. 

While Triumph shall throw 

O'er bis checks such a glow. 

That IMeuHiire might trace 

Her own self in bis face. 



8sMi-Ciic>nufi. 

UROaAI* HTMN. 

I^rd of the Waters! king of might, 
Whose eyes and ears take stern delight 
From neigliing steeds and stormy flglit 
And gaily swift pursuing i 

* I1it sneimt fuan) of honour ^\lf\ettd mueh (\rom s nwtffi 
0110, btltif computed oTihlfM, and not of lokllen. Ateoidfsff i 
CsMubon, iho complement wu eleven shipi, oc s man of w 
with eleven osn on each tide. 
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From starting car and chariot gay, 
And contests on that festive day, 
l¥hen Athens' sprightly youth display 
Their pride and their — undoing ;• 

L.ord of the dolphins and the spear — 
-|<3ieraestian — Sunian— or more dear. 
If Cronus' name salute thy ear. 

And tPhormion's gallant daring ; 

O come amongst us in thy power. 
Great Neptune ; in her tiying hour 
Athens knows none so swift to shower 
Aids of immortal bearing. 

Full Cbobus. 

Praise and homage let us pay 
To the men of elder day : 
They alone of this our ^arth 
Ne'er impeach'd their noble birth : 
Plants of an eternal spring. 
Bom for endless blos80imng.§ 

* Tlie poet ridicalea the young men of fiuhiom, who rained 

emiebFes by nurning chariots at the pabiie garnet. 

t £]Mthets of Neptune, deriTedfiom Oenettus, a port in £a- 

ea, and Snnium, the iamons piomontoiy in Attiea. 

% For the achievementi of thii able and aetire officer, tee Thu- 

^fidet,lib.iL 

§ laterally, worthy to be dacribed on the pephu. The p^uM 

ts that tupetb veil ^pfaiyed in the magidfieent fettiyal of the 

mathentra, The first artists in Athens fnmidied the des^ns 

r dus splendid piece of embroidery, and Ae young laffiet, most 

itinguishedfor their skill, exeented the needle woric Various 

Ifjeets were represented on it, but the eombat of the gods and 

e giants always fofmed one. In the ccornen of this magnificent 
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Foot or horse — by land or tea 

Still they reach'd at victory ; 

Raising high by generous toil 

The splendour of their native soil. 

When they saw their foemen bold. 

They their numbers never told ; 

Ready swords and valour high 

Were a help-mate ever mgh. 

If upon the arm they fell; 

'Twas but a *brush, and all was well ; 

Riung quick they dealt a wound» 

As they had never touch'd the ground. 

Never then did general, 

Tho' ambitious of the fHall, 

Pay the tribute of his knee, 

To tCleaenctus that he 

Might his commons get cost-free. 

Rank§ and banquet now men ask. 

Or they spurn the soldier's lask. 

Not so we, sirs ; we'll still wear 

Athens' wrongs upon our spear ; 

And the best blood in our breast 

Free shall flow at her behest. — 



embroidery were lOinetliBei bepietared the heroes and gic 
men of Athens ; and the most atpiring of her eitizeui consider 
this distinction as the sanunit of all haman honours. 

* An alhjdon to the customs of the pabestra or wresUing'^eboi 

tTbePrytaneum. 

I Clesenctus was theauthor of a law whieh limited the adm 
sioos to the Frytaneum, All persons, theretbrr, who were ai 
bitioos of this hoooiiiable distinction, took care to pay thi 
court previoiislj to him. 

f Precedence at tffigiow ceremonies and the uabie sneetad 
If ibe speciet of nok dmk particuhuly intimated here. 
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Nor for this oor patriot flame 
Other payment will we claim, 
Than when Peace resumes her sway 
(Nor far distant be that day !) 
None shall taunt reproachful throw. 
That our locks* too trimly flow, 
Nor malignly mark, if we 
With the fbath and brush make free. 

Choral Hrxir. 

O thou, whom Patroness we call 
Of this the holiest land of all. 

That circling seas admire ; 
The land where Power delights to dwell. 
And War his mightiest feats can tell. 
And Poesy to sweetest swell 
Attunes her voice and lyre; 

Come blue-ey*d mud, and with thee bring 
The Goddess of the eagle wing; 

To help our bold endeavour : 
Long have our armies own'd thy aid, 
.0 victory, immortal inaid ; 
Now other deeds befits thee tell^ 
A bolder foe remains to quell ; 

Give idd then now or never. 

*There vat a law provided agairiit loldien obterving too 
ftneh foppery in the tnrangement of their hair. 

t The Greeks, as well at the Romans, indulged rery fteely in 
^ luxury of the bath ; hot it was conridered a marie of eSemi- 
DMy to visit the bath too often ; and I believe there was an ex- 
press law against the Knights thus offending. 

S 2 
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Ceosrs. 

To* chargers and steeds mettle-proof tune tbe 

string: 
I speak from self-knowledge in what I now sing- 
In fight and in skirmish and battle amy. 
Their aid has been with us full many a day. 
But their feats and achierementa by land I shall 

pass; 
The marvelf and show and the bravery was. 
When in naval array and equipt like a crew 
Of tars thorough-bred, to the transports they flew. 
Their cabins witht garlic .and onions were stor'd ; 
Their cans (cheaply bought) were laid duly oo 

board. 
They grasp'd their green oar8» and like boctmeo 

did ply. 
And *<§Hippapae, Ryppapae, boys !" was the cry; 

* The learned Ctsaubon im^igtnes that th^ poet here nturixei 
the knights for the immoderate attention thejr paid to thor ileedt. 
It was more probably intended as a contpttment to the Knightt 
for a service whtth'will be presently mentioned ; and ingeniously 
fraid throufjrh that medium, which every Knight hohls moit dear. 
Babieca. Frontino and Bayardo are almost as dear to die readeti 
uf romance a« Rodrigo, Ruggiero or Rinaldo. 

t The first instance mentioned by Thuoydidet of Athenian 
cavalry being transported by sea, occurs in the second year of 
the Peloponnesian war. Thurj-d. t. ii. e. 55. 

t The conitruction of the ancient ships of war mdered it t^ 
solutely im|M>ssibIe to carry much provisions on board ; and tbe 
crews therefore were generally debarked for the purposi a both 
of reflreshroent and sleep. The reader of 1 hac)'dides b oiXea 
•urprised by unexpected events, resulting from the necessities to 
which this w«nt of accommodation exposed the Grecian fleets. 
See, amoni; other instances, 1. viii. c. 05. 

§ HippafMZ I a humorous alteration for the conunon ezhorta- 
fory word among Greek laiiors, Ryppapa, 
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'* Bear a hand, my bra?e* Koppa,— Samphor, lad, 

])un away, 
(The comtnand oame enfuro'd twixt a about and a 

neigh,) 
Do your work, or we never iiliall compaiit th« 

land,"— 
Tlie very word brought tbcm to Corintb'M proudj 

strand. 
They lamled {—and who had young blood in their 

veins 
With their hoofs beat a bed up : but the clothes 

ask'd more paint. 
Their food was young pungcrs; and he who was 

cast 
1)y good hick on a crab, held a princely rcpuHt. 
The best grass was but dull to't— and hence the 

bon-mot, 

(Whether true, sirs, or false, besl iTbcorus can 
show,) 

Of a crab on the spot,—* By tbe lord of tlie ocean, 

I speak to my soul's inward puin and cotnmolion, 

t 
* Honei w«rr tliui onllvU, who vnrw niMrkid on tlia ttilitit with 
Iho hotter K. 'llioic* tnarluil wiih mt H wt'i'f ciillc<l Hun)|iltitnr* 

t Til* poet iilliulc<« to tin «xpintlt|i)ii nn'ontly oonitiii'ird (Tliu* 
syd. U U. f. 44,) UQiinr Nlcint BKiiiiitt CurliitU, m wUUh tim rx> 
trtUm* of th« Kulshti wn'c pnftipiiliii'ly osnipiouuu*. 'Mm 
pnilM li iMMtowoU upon Uw httno* \ bttc ih« ■uctl«nc4 rrstUly 
spptted tlM pftNrfyrk. 

I Two perioni niv ittaoktMl hi Uic iollowInK li»*"i <-iircinuf 
snd 'rhooriii. Cui'diiiu In OrrvU «fKi>l(^t^* • ci'>l>« Mnii It Rpiirsn 
thst h« w«« In tho hiibU of pmiiiiK intirhor kii timn in Corlntli^' 
fbr %ht wkc of thr |pil«tlmi and ffuilty plciiamr • ol' that luxuriuui 
Bud tplflmlM town. Hironu Hiid Caronnu hud boik tsins wsy 
gr odMhr toonrrtd Uio dliplositrt of tbs Xnitght. 
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Of these horses and horsemen I well i 

plain ; 
They compass the land and they fathom 
And escape from theis full omnipresenc 
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ACT 11. 

SCENE L 

'Sauia&£-s£llib, Caomus. 

I aHxiety of the Choeus is relieved tt the end 
s Intermede by the re-entrance of the Sau- 
eller; and the *name which he assumes to 
\£, is sufficient at once to convince them that 
lertions in the fSenate have been crowned 
complete success. A shout of acclamation 

from that friendly body at this welcome in- 
nee : they declare, in strong language, how 
>U8 they are to hear a more particular account 

exertions: they are not sure but they would 
take a long journey to enjoy the narration, 
lew favourite does not try their resolution 
3 point, but proceeds immediately to gratify 
ivishes. 

allasion to Uie common termination of Athenian names, 
rbulus, Neol)ulus, CritoLuIus, &c. lie tells them that he has 
ed a Nicoliolus (vktor in the sauue) to them, 
(uccinct account- of this branch of the Athenian polity 
Dt perliaps be unacceptable to the reader. The Atl^nian 
consisted of fix- humked members: i. e. fiHy from each 
ten tribes. It was elected every year, and each raember^s 
] character underwent a strict examination, before he was 
;d into this digiiifieil body. To fiU up vacancies and deaths, 
ibefumi«ht-d a subsidiary body of fifty membrn. llie 
ear was divided into ten parts ; and thus etidi tribe had in 
le office of presiding in the Senate. The tribe, to whose 
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And trust me, friends, the tale will pay the hear- 
ing- 
Straight as he went from hence, I clapt all sail 
And followed close behind. Within- 1 found him 
lAunching his bolts and thunder-driving wordfl» 
Denouncing all the Knights, as trsutors, vile 
Conspirators — jags, crags and masses huge 
Of stone were nothing to the monstrous words 
Hb foaming mouth heav'd up. All these to hear 
Bid the grave Council seriously incline ; 
They love a tale of scandal to their hearts. 
And his had been as quick in birth as golden-berb* 



torn it fdl in laceetsioii, wat called fiir tibe tine the Pijliwi; 
and during that period, they were exciued fimn all other ytfa 
datiea. In this woric the word Prytaset has been ■enecally nm* 
dered hy the word Chairmen. To avoid coafarion, every Piy- 
taneia (or company of Prytanes) was divided Into Ave weeks of 
days, by which means the fifty Prytanes were subdivided ima 
five Decurise ; each Decoria having charge of the govemncaU 
for a week. Daring this period of oflKce, they aisamed the naase of 
Praedri : oat of these one was elected by lot to prakk over the 
rest, in each of the seven days : so that of the ten Pmdrif threa 
were necessarily excluded from presiding. The FrttUkmi of 
the Prtedri was called Epittate*. To his custody were oomn^ 
ted the public seal, and the keys of the Citadel and the pnhfie 
Exchequer. It was an important trust, and therefore no nan 
was permitted by the law to hold it more than one day, nor to 
be elected into it a second time. As character and not fortODB 
constituted the right of becoming a member of the Senate, it wiD 
be seen that the poorest man in Athens had the chance of hold- 
ing the sovereign power one day at least in the year. The 8^ 
nate held its sittings every day. those only excepted which were 
appropriated to the puUie festivals. All acts of this body, whe- 
ther approved by the Ecclesia (i. e. the General Assemlriy) or 
not, were Unduig for the year they were in office. The especial 
duty of the Senate was to correct and modify such decreet aa 
were to be submitted to the General Ass^nbly, whose ratifica- 
tjon alone passed them into permanent acts of he legislature. 
Hence the bon-mot of Anacharsis the Scythian : the hiwa of 
Athens are diicuised by ages, and put into exccutioii by foolsj 
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Mustard was in their faces, and their brows 
With firowns were furrow'd up. I saw the storm, 
Ifark'd how his words had sunk upon them, taking 
Their very senses prisoners : — and, oh ! 
In knavery's name, thought I, — by all the fools 
And scmbs and rogues and scoundrels in the town, 
By that same forum, where my early youth. 
Received its first instruction, let me gather 
True courage now : be oil upon my tongue. 
And shameless Impudence direct my speech. 
Just as these thoughts passM over me, I heard 
A sound of thunder pealing on jjny right — 
I mark'd the omen, — ^grateftil, kiss'd the ground — 
And pushing briskly thro* the *]attice-work — 
Raia'd my voice to its highest pitch, and thus 
Began upon them — ** Messieurs of the Senate, 
I bring g^od news, and hope your favour for it. 
Anchovies, such as, since the war beg^n. 
Ne'er cross'd my eyes for cheapness, do this day 
Adorn our markets" — at the words a calm 
Came over ev'ry face, and all was hush'd — 
A fcrown was voted me upon the spot. 
Then I (the thought was of the moment's birth) 
Making a mighty secret of it, bade them 
Pat pots and pans in instant requisition. 
And then— one obol loads you with anchovies. 
Said I : anon most violent applause. 
And clapping hands ensued ; and eveiy face 



* To keep the crowds from thronging in, the phcei of public 
flMetioK ^x'C'c rarrounded with a rope, and aeijeants appointed 
to keep the doors. 

f A crown or chaplet was a reward uiually conferred upon 
tnah persons as, by the annunciation <^ good news, gained fbo 
nunnentary affections of the Athenians. 
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Grew unto mine, gaping in idiot vacancy^ 

My Paphlagonian discerned the humour 

O' the time ; and seeing how the members alt 

Were tickled most with words, thus uttered bin 

** Sirs — Gentlemen — ^'tis my good will and pleasa 

That for this kindly new» we sacrifice 

One hundred* oxen to our patron-goddeis." 

Straight the tide turn'd : each bead within the I 

nate 
Nodded assent and warm good-will to Cleon : 
<< What ! shall a little bull-flesh gain the day?'' 
Thought I within me : then aloud, and shooting 
Beyond his mark :— ^* I double, sirs^ this vote,— 
Nay more, sirs, should to-morrow's sun see sprai 
One hundred to the penny sold, I move 
That we make offering of a thousand goats 
Unto Diana." — Ev'ry head was rais'd ; 
And all turn'd eyes incontinent on me. 
This was a blow be ne'er recover'd : straight 
He fell to mutt'ring fooleries and words 
Of no account — the chairman and the officers 
Were now upon him. — All meantime was uproa 
In the' Assembly — Nought talk'd of but anchovi 
How far'd our statesman ? he with suppliant ton 
Kegg^d a few moments pause. — " Rest ye, sirs, r 

ye 

* When die Athenian people were to be eiyoled. a ftatt or 
erifiee (and they were nearly s^'nonimous terms, for a mall p 
tion only of Uie victim was oflVrni to the gods) was the rar 
and most efTectual mode. It was thus that the abandoned Cl 
res maimaiued himself in office ; who f\mn his share of the pli 
der made from the temple of Delphi, once feasted the wht 
people of Athois. (Ath. I. xii. p. 533.) It is curioas that 1 
anly interp<^lion« niadt> by the thirty tfranu in the MS. laws 
Solon, were directed in the same Hay to the ipratificationoT Atl 
aim appetitet (Ontio Lysise conlxa Nichomachum.) 
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le— I have a tale will pay the hearinji^— 
raid i« ttiriv'd iVoin Hparla» claiming 
idience — be briiigii termii of peace, and cravea 
leave to utter thero before ye.** •• Peace !" 
I all| (their voicca one) " i« thia a time 
Ik of peace ?^out, dotard 1 What, the roguea 
heard the price anchoviea bear ! — nriarry 
iceda, air, aik not peace. — War, war, for un — 
chairmen, brcuk . the UHsembly up." 'Twas 
done, 

their bidding* straight — who might oppoao 
clamour ?—then, whut haste and expedition 
^ery aide ! one moment cleara the ruila ! 
meantime vtcal privately away 
buy me all the Iccka and coriander 
s market — thctic 1 atraight make largeia of, 
{ratis give uh huucc* to dreiM their fish, 
may recount the praises infinite 
groom-like courtesies this bounty gain'd moJ 
irt you sec a man, that for one pennyworth 
riander vile has purchas'd him 
iitire senate — not a man among them 
I at my behest and docs me rev'rcnce.* 

f'lW readily be imt\gined that this speech elicits 
of applause from the delighted Cuuaus. 

(MUid St •otne parti ol' tbo nbove nsimtioii msy B|»p«*ar io 
tfHUi raidfr, It ran twrdly tie esllrd a csrlastui-u of the 
• n minic* in Atkeni. Kvery perwn, convmsiit with tbn 
rf snd hiiiuriaii* of tluit ilnf iilar rritubllo, bti iMicstionslly 
rilh liiitsncfi of ridirulouiranduct, wbirli hsnlly (kll ImiIuw 
If here rrpreienied t be lia« leen the moit flrlvoluut eireum* 
>« awflllril into importance, and \ho nuMt Important triiM 
n her noisy and orowd«d sMemblitt. 

X.. XUU, T 
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Chobus. 

Wei), my son, hast thou begun, and well halt tbov 

completed ;. 
Rick bliss and gain wilt thou attain, thj mighty talk 

completed. 

He thy rival, shall admire, 
Chok'd with passion, pale with ire. 
Thy audadty and fire : 
He shall own, abashed, in tiiee 
Power and peerless mastery 
In all crafts and tricks that be. 
At all points art thou equipt. 
Eye and tongue with treach'ry t^t. 
Soul and body, both are dipt 
In deceit and knavery, 
forward, son of mine, undaunted— complete thy 

bold beginning : 
No aid from me shall be delayM — ^which may the 
prize be winning. 



SCENE II. 

Chobus, Savsjlob-yevbbb, Casov. 

The Paphlagonian returns to the stage at the 
conclusion of this address of the Chobus. He en- 
ters *< pushing a maimed ware before him," and 
with an air as if he could ** drink up" his victori- 
ous opponent. His thundering aspect and his roe- 
aacing words are equally lost upon the Sausage- 
fdukr^ whO| in his own language, "is delighted 
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lyith his opponent's threats — laughs at his tmoke- 
btofting^'^axid makes the fittest answer to bis me- 
naces by singing the mothorif* and crying cuckow 
ia. a circle.'' Another scene of altercation now 
takes place between these intellectual gladiators ;. 
•nd the reader, who has already had a specimen of 
Athenian inTective* will not perhaps be eager to 
enter into the details of this second war of words. 
Some of their strokes however must not be omit- 
ted. The Bausage-yender remarks upon his ad- 
versary's passion* and asks him if he will have a 
purse to eat, and so allay his wrath. Cleon, after 
« yoUey of abuse, threatens to bring him before 
|>emua: that is» in other words^ the people.-— 
^ There," says he, **you wiH be sure to be worst- 
ed—you will find DO credit there, while 1 can pli^ 
upon him as I please." ''You seem to consider 
this Demus as your own property." '< Yes, for I 
know the morsels which he likes to feed upon." 
^ True, and like children's nurses, you grudge the 
Ibod you give him — ^you champ, and champ ; and 
for one morsel that you give the child, eat three 
yourself." Cleon now calls loudly for Demus, the 
representative of the people ; and that dignified 
person makes his appearance : a growl, and an in* 
«tant charge of jthcft upon the parties present. 



* Hie mochon wts one of the fongs which, ammig the Greeks, 
were MeompaniHl bjr • dance. Aih. xit. 6l8. 

f The article charged as being stolen is the Eiresione. This 
was an olive branch wraj^ted in wool. At the festivals Pyanep- 
tia and ThaigeUa the Athenian boyi used to cany branches of 
cUl Idad ia procession, au4 then suspend them over the doors of 
the houae. The custom of eoTcring the fronts of the houses 
with branches, on feitiyal days, prevaib ftsU in Catholic cooa* 



/ 
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express at once hi» g^ndeur, his resenti 
his suspicious temper. The two candid 
their several claims to his favour. •* I am 1 
of Demus,'' says Cleon, *' and am as mud 
to him as a lover to his hiistress." *' 1 
rival in his affections/' says the Sausi 
" Yes, my dear Derous ; I have loved you 
time, and it would give me the greatest 
to be of service to you : all honest mei 
my sentiments ; but this man keeps us i 
prevents our showing you proofs' of oi 
ment." He proceeds to state very candic 
mus that he resembled very much those < 
beauties, who dismiss such suitors from th 
men of probity and honour, and dispose 
ftvours and affections to the lowest of n 
to lamplighters, tanners and curriers.* CI 
bis strong place ; he presently, therefore, 
that Demus shall call a General Assembly 
it should be there decided who had mos 
6ions to his favour. His adversary has no < 
provided the Assembly be not held in t 



* Isocntes, whoie honest virtue and genuine patri< 
him in the tame rank among the rhetoricians at the 
phroniscus held among the philosopht-rst addn-sses 
same languafre to the Gf^neral Assembly. ** Whrn y 
suiting on your own private affhirs, jou set k out the 
whose >up^rior wisdom enables them best to direc 
when the affairs of the state are under deliberation, a 
aons meet with distnist and jealousy, and your praises 
ed for the most worthless of those who mount the bi 
the drunken are considered as better disposed to the i 
die sober, the irrational than the wise; and the feedei 
public revenue are more valued than those who execu 
riotia offices of the state at their own charges.** In 
V . i. p. 329. See also Xenophon de Hep. Ath. c. I. ss. 
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he old gentleman," says he, " is a roan of ex- 
ent sense, while he abides at home; but the 
nent he goes to that cursed place, he is as much 
is wit's ends as the man who wishes to dry his figs 
he sun, and has not a stalk to fasten them by/' 
lis was the Athenian mode of drying figs.) But 
nus will hear of no other place. ** Pstz is my 
i and proper seat. I hold my sittings no where 
." " Then I am a ruined roan," says the Sau- 
5-vender. 

he Chorus, as well as the Sausage-vender, knew 
: the gist of the contest must lie in this trial of 
ngth before the General Assembly : they pre- 
i thdr friend accordingly for the arduous con- 
• 

Chorus. 

Hawser and cable both let free. 
We drive before a raging sea. 
Mark you plant within your eye 
High resolve and bravery. 
Words gigantic must be filling, 
Overwhelming and appalling ; 
Such as may tj)e foe constrain 
In indissoluble chain. 
'Tis a many-colour'd man ; 
Apt in fancy, — quick in plan ; 
Making way, where others see 
Stern impossibility. 

full then, impetuous and bright in your daring, 
ar your decks, and for battle and blood be pre* 
paring; 

T3 
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Let your * dolphins rise high, while the enemy')! 

n earing. 
Or make a full dash, while his vessel is wearing. 

The scene now changes to the f Ptsx, and the 
pleadings begin with the author's characteristic 
humour ; Clcon taking the lead. 

* Dolphins were vast weights, which might be hoisted anl 
dropped on any vessel passing near, and with sacfa violeiMe as 
to sink it. 

t As Deraus in the following seene is ttippowd'to typify the 
Kcclesia or General Assembly, it may not be amiM to give a 
short account of that important branch of the Athenian eoiiiti> 
tiition, in which the democracy or real power of the state re> 
sided, llie Ecclusia consisted of all sneh as were flreemea af 
Athens, of what quality soever, and generally met to the i 
ber of fire or six thousand members. These assemblies 
either stated or extraoitlinar}'. The stated asscmUiet 
those held at four regular times during the thhrty-five days Ibat 
each Pi->-taneia or company of Pi-jtancs successively presided in 
the Senat( . Each of these four days had its peculiar duties, and 
regtilnr public business to transact. Before the gratuity of three 
obols was allowed to each member for his attendance, it %ras 
sometimes necessary to use a little force to compel the attend. 
auce of the citizens. Hie extraordinary Assemblies were such 
as wen' summoned by the Generals or the Puleroarch, in the 
case of some sudden and unexpected war. llie magistrates who 
had the care of these assemblies were the Prytants^ the Prtedri, 
and the Ephtatcp. The Pry'ane* sometimes called the people 
together, and alwap before the meeting set up a programnui in 
some place of general conrourse, in which were contained the 
matters that were to form the subject of consideration nt the ««• 
suing Assembly. The Pix-edri, as their name imports, held the 
first lilacos in the Assemblies. I'hrir business was to propose to 
the people tlie subjects which they were to deliberate and deter* 
mine upon in the nicetinf;; at the end of which their ofBees ex. 
pirrd. It was provided by law, that in every Assembly, one oi" 
tlic Tribes jIioiiUI be appo nted by lots to hold tlie office of Pi^ 
cdri, to preside at the Suggestum, (or phiee from whjeh the 
speeches were deliveretl.) and defend the commonwealth, by p««- 
vcuttng the orators and othtrs from propounding any thing in* 
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SCKNK iir. 

Clkov, SAfTaA(JX-iii.LKn, Uimun, (*Homri. 

fHnov. (anapifaticM,) With our lady diviiio, tlio 
towiiN Nuviuur And mine, 
my pruycm make, ai meet, theit* beginning : 
— (/* fnitmo oft^ffttcttd dtvotiofi) 
diigiiiio none 1 wear, while to Dcmun I iwcar 
•uch love aa H'om none he it winning*, 



oniUtfiit wUli the rnotilveil Inwi, or deitructlve of ilin pmioti 
nd wHfltrti ttl' ilui olcy. Tlie HfiUttitett or i*n»Uknt of ihi» 
>Mrmlil)'i wKa olioarii by lot out of tht) Pruodrl i tlin rlilrl' 
•rt of III! ofllo* itfcmi to liKve ooiiiUtDtl in fluiitliiK thn |wmi|iI« 
berty to irlv« iheir voiori, which iht^y wrrct not iMirmlitrd tu 
D till ha hiul flvMi tho ilKniil. 'V\w Aiiombllfi wrrt^ litild 
I tJitt AKom, or iititrkct*plao«. In the thculro of Hncchua, or 
I tbo I'nyx. Tiny lirKan with rxplatory ritri, with iimyrri 
I ihi^ KwU fbr tbr pruvporlly of Athvni, nnd with bltt«*r lin< 
rc><Miiont upon suoh «• ihould oouum*! nny ihlnK in th»t Ai- 
tnibly to tlio |m;iudior of Alhrn*. (Hao tins ComrUy of tint 
rnml» PKrlianimt, wln^ro »il tlm proof>rdln|(a nrti parodleil 
iih much humour.) When iht'io oeremoniai wt»i'a oonciudtHl, 
H» crirr, by comniind of iha l*rofilrl% reiicKlrd thts fmtbutruma, 
r df»orf c of thd •t*n>t«, upon which tin) Aiiombly wm tu (Irlibt"* 
me I hi* t)wn d«)m>ndrd in a loud volflci ** which ol' ihd mm 
liovo M\y yt%n of ifo will nt»ki!i tn oration ?** Th» ridrra 
ivliif dt'livorrd thoir opinioni, thi« crior madd  Mtvond pro- 
•mniion, ** It i« nllowrd to every AihtMikn, In conlbrmliy whh 
(Ifllni Iftwi, to dt«iiver hit irntimrnt*.** It wm the pilvilrH:*^ 
(frefbro of overy AthvnUn oliiKt^i to (five hit opinion on publio 
tbiri At pimiurn, but the tAik wti moi-e oommonly le(\ to th« 
ibtlo omtori, of whom iom« aooount biw alrvady b««» giviMi. 
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(Lysicles* I except, and a clause too is left 

for the fairf Salabacha and Cynna,) 
May the r^Hall without tasking my labour, or askin] 

equivalent, find roe a dinner. 
If time my love draw to a close, may the saw 
take in vengeance my body's dimension ; 
May I wither and pine, till I symbol the line, 
which without any breadth is extension. 
Sau8, To love-^fair and true — ^I can make tn 
claim too ; 
and if ever its chain should less bind me ; 
May 1 mince into meat, so minute that who eat, 

must have eyes keen as Attic to find me. 
Further, sirs, may the knife make a push at n 
life, 
and for cheese may the §salad receive me. 
To my own flesh-hook hung, may men force m 
along, 
and nought but the ^church-yard relieve me 

* Who I.ysides was has been explained afarady. 

t Salabacha and Cynna were two famous courtezans of th 
day. Persons of their description were not unfirequently intn 
diiced on the Grecian stage; and if the letters of AJci| hroa (l* 
whomsoever written) m;iy be considered as a correct picture < 
Athenian manners, authors frequently tdok this method of r 
renging the private affronts, which they roiglit happen to ba> 
received from them. Epist. Alciphronis. v. i. Epist. SO. 

X The nature of the estabUshment called the Prytaneum, < 
Hall of public banquets, has been explained already. 

( The com|)osition of an Athenian salad will be explained i 
the comedy of Peace. 

^ fo the original Cerameieus, Duo Athenta flierunt loci h< 
nomine, alter Celebris propter sepuichra bene roeritorum de i 
publicft; alter propter faabitationcm meretricnm. Beckii Cot 
njent. 
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iUitoH, (ro thmun) Fortenrlooandieal Itofkcti, 
iir, appeal s— 
nay of alt that o'er iway'd thia proud cUy« 
Who had ever more aklU your imi|f con'or to All, 

undiaturb'd by roapeotanco or pity } 
For one and for two l*vo the rope and the lorow, 

to a third t make aoft auppllcatlon i 
And t apurn at all tica, and all lawa t deapiae, 
ao that DemuN find gratlfloatlon. 
«Vdti#. More amoko thia and duat I Demua take it 
on truat, 
that my Norvlco and xeal can run fkater > 
t am ho that can uteal at the mouth a man'a moaJi 

And aet It hofbro my own maator. 
Other proofs than of love In thia knavo'a grate and 
atove, 
noble lord, may your eyei be dlauornlng \ 
There ttio coal and the *f\icl that ahould warm 
your own own gruol, 
to your Niavca naae and comfort are burning. 
Nay, aince Marathon*a day, when thy aword (lo Ih^ 
mun) pavM the way 
to Peraia*a <lifigraon and declcnalon, 
'lliat bountif\il mint in which fbarda without atlnt 
faahlon worda of aix-footed dlmenaion) 



* Lnolan, whu liad •lwi)ni hli 9'jf9 upon Arlitop)iin««i tiutiti 
ilin rhc««irioliiti« In Uin lamv WKy tint Itli ntaM* r dopi <Im* iNM^ta. 
Hr» ihKt «tliiilnthl(« plfai* ol' liuitiuur, thn lUi««ioruiii Prwcfptor, 
\aw, v. vU. |». mm. IlltM>nt. tnlU. Ilid AiliniiNiii \m\t\% at unan 
mvtalliirf Uti and navlKtton, thu ouhium|ttluii of wihkI wtt« iir- 
vritirtiy Krrat, tml tlti> ■rtlolt* itifir ooiwrqnrntly vary drar. 

t Not only btnlii ^awrv^r, and firatun ■worn by ilit* iMttira 
<»f M«ra(hon ind NiilNtnU, but tbi* very ciMik* vnilirllUbpd tbrlr 
dloilon by \\w mini* tpitril. VM. Albm. I. U. p. mo. 'Viw Imii< 
tlw of >biritbun and Malamli bavo bMn aturndtHl wUheomo- 
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Like a stone or a stock> has not sat on a *rock, 

cold, comfortless, bare and derided :•— 
While this chief of the land never yet to your han 

a cushion or seat hath provided \ 
But take this (gwir^ a cutAton) to the ease of yoi: 
hams and your knees : 
for since Salamis' proud day of story. 
With a fleet ruiivJiarl'd^ tiiey took rank in tfa 
world, 
and should seat them in comfort and glory. 
Jhm, What viuon art thou ! let me read on tb 
brow, 
what lineage and kindred have won thee \ 
Thou wast bom for my weal, and the impreit an 
seal 
of Harmodius are surely upon thee. 
ClcHi (mortified,) O feat easy done i and ii D< 
mus thus won 
by diminutive gifts and oblations ? 
Saw. Small my baits I allow, but in nze the 
outgo 
your own little douceurs and donations. 
Gleon* {fiercely.) Small or great be my bait, ne*< 
my boast I abate, 
but for proof head and shoulders I olFer» 

queneet of too much importance to lodety, to admit of thei 
iKing; made a subject even of momentary pleasantry ; bat it ma 
be permitted to remark, that they are not without their merit i 
the classical reader in fturnishing some rariety to thoee topics o 
Athenian eulogy,— the battle with the Amazona— the war fur th 
reeorery of the dead bodies at Tliebet— and the lerTiees to tb 
Heraeleidse, which so perpetually recur in the Attic writers Sc 
among other pieces of andquity the Funeral orations of Lysii 
and Plato, and the speech of Isoerites, called the panegyriea 

* An allunon to the stones, with which the Pynx, the usul 
piMct of meeting for the general Anemblyt was crowded. 
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hat in act and in will to Denms here still 

a love unexampled I proiTer. 
Satu, (dactylics,) You proffer love indeed ! you 
that have seen him bleed, . 
buffing and roughing it yean twice four ; 
. tub-and-cask * tenant,— -vulture-lodg'd — uxth- 
floor man ; 
batter'd and tatter*^ and bruis'd and sore ! 
'here was he pent and shent with a most vile in- 
tent, 
his milk and honey sweet from htm to squeeze ; 
ity none e'er he won, tho' the smoke pinch'd his 
eyes, 
and his sweet wine it was drawn to the lees, 
ii^hen Areheptolemus lately brought f Pxacs to us ; 
who but you (to Cletm) scattered and scar'd the 
virgin, ^ 

labile your foot rudely plac'd, where Honour's 
soul is cas'd, 
spumM at all such as acceptance were urging? 
Clean, {fatoning,') And, my good sir, the cause ? — 
Marry that Demus' laws 
Greece universal might obey : 
racles here have I, and they in verity 

bear that this lord of our's must hold sway. 



'Hie poet in die ttrongest nanaer pslnti tfie mnerable ae«^ 
ommodatioO} provided for the numbers of country peo|rfe, 
vhom the policy of Peridea had obliged to take up their resi" 
leaee in die capital. Hie preceding Hne applies to the number 
if years which the PeloponBesicn war tad now lasted. 

•t Tliuc. I. ir. cc 17— J*. 
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Judging in •Arcady, and for his salary, 
earning him easily a five-obol coin. 
Let him but wait his fate ; and in mean ti 
state, 
food and support shall be care of mine. 
Sana, (coniemptuoualy) Arcady, fee, and 
look'd not your thoughts that way : 
donative, gift and bribe, these were yoi 
War is your hood-wink wherein Demus' 
. sink, 

'till to your hand he crouch trembli: 
tame. 
But let him once ag^in unto his field and pi 
peace, in thy arms, sweetest maiden, be 
Let him but play the g^est with olives new!; 
and hold a t^te-sl-t^te with gre^n corn ; 
Straight he will learn and know, who 't 
work'd him woe, 
that his own bribery might have sway : 
Then from bis rustic home, like salvage m; 
come, 
turning up fsea-shells along his way. 
{To Cleon.) You well advis'd of this, no J 
moment miss 
wild dreams and oracles ever to proffci 
Clton, (interrupting) This to me ? — andfror 
— O matchless villany ! 
calumnies thus 'gainst a statesman to o 

* Arcadia, as the central province of Peloponnesus, is 
fur the whole of that peninsula. Cleon*s oracles there 
mised all that was most agreeable to Athenian imaginai 
tended dominion, judicial employment, and extraordinp. 

t An allusion to the shelli, which were used in the 
justice. 
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AVho bleiiingi rich and greati on thii our town and 
atatei 
ever U carofUI to heap and to pour i 
Noble Tbemlitoolei, Cores can witneta it, 
in hit proaperity never heap'd more. 
Sau9* Hear hiin, ye itarry apherei! earth and 
aea lend your eari ! 
be to compare with our patriot of yore, 
Who found our city trim, fbll to the lip and brim, 

yet made her liquor-cup run all o'er I 
IVhen the had din'd and lupp'd, hit bounty ierv*d 
her up, 
M a deaaert, the *PeiriBua rare i 
New flah still dealing her, without curtailing her, 

O matchless caterer! hor old bill of fare. 
But 'neath your rule our town tottera atid tumbles 
down, 
dwarf M and curtailed in her members fVir i 
With wall's she's over-run, with prophecies un- 
done I 
yet with Thomistocles dare you compare ! 
He, sooth, his country fled—- while you onjcutcs 
arc fed, 
on ricti conserves, ond on cakes of the best ! 
Cleon, DemuH I malcc uppeal— must I this torn 
pest feel. 
Thus for my love to you harais'd and prcst f 

• The polioy of Th^miatocloi, In Mcurinf the (limoiia Imrbour 
of Ptrlroiui by lonf wtlh, U too w«U ksowu to U(«d a fVirthrr «&• 
pltDAtlon. 

t Thu plMrntw Aohlllolie, ntuntloned In the text m tho ohlrl 
■rtlele ol' CIcnn** diet were nisU«< uf » ptrtlcular lort nt Ueriry, 
whloh, RorordiuK to Luoliii,hn(l the alniulsr virtue of •uffmetit. 
Inff tho fevuity uf luCuillon snd the •uotUty of Um optic orjttu^ 

Vui. XLIil. V 



But the reign of favouritism is beg^mning U bt 
at an end. The Ug^ht is let in upon Demos, and 
conscious that he has been cheated long^ enougt^ 
he desires Cleon to forbear his naileries. Ttt 
Sausage-vender follows up his incipient triumphs 

Sdu9. Mark him, Demus, mark and see 
Triple dye of knavery ! 
When your senses wmnder wide ,*«w 
liOst in ignorance and pride,— 
This the man on whom to fix 
Half a score of dirty tricks. 
All that formM your daintiest treat 
And your banquet's savMest meafr— 
Petty plunder — sweet douceurs- 
Compromise and1)argain sure-— 
Symbol of mere deglutition. 
He sucks all at competition — 
Fibre, tendril, root and branch. 
Nought escapes liis grinders staunch ; 
But with either hand a scoop. 
All is g^ne at one fell swoop. 

* 

The boisterous answers, which Cleon makes U 
these and some similar charges, are ridiculed b; 
two powerful Greek words, which compare ther 
to ** beating the sea, and making a flouncing nois 
with the broad part of an oar:" while the attack 
awaken the poetical powers and congratulations < 
the friendly Chorus, ^ 

Cho. Star of salvation, through the night to darl 
ling man appearing, 
Now blessed be that fruitful tongue md port < 
roighty daring. 



rsue thy course, and thou, perforce, o*er Greece 
and this our nation, 

h hold high state and shine elate in most ^- 
alted station. 

:hree-lbrkM sceptre in thy band. Urge wealth 
wilt thou be making, 

nding and blending all at will — confounding,— 
sti rring,-'-shaking. 

IT riral noos'd — beware he*s loos'd — keep stur- 
dy grasp and tension : 

an task I ask from bulk like thioe and aides of 
such dimension* 

/leon however had been too long in office, and 
!W too well the sweets of power, to be dispoa- 
led very easily : and one source of security par- 
ilarly remained to him :-— let affairs come to the 
rst, he can ** stop the mouths" of his most vio- 
t enemies, while one of those shields renuuned« 
ch he had taken from the enemy at Pylus. But 

ingenuity of his rival finds a topic of accusa- 
i and compkint against him even on that subject 
ch in his own imagination formed his most briU 
t achievement. In the pride of conquest, Cleon 

hung up the shields of the captured Spartans 
. trophy in the temple of the gods. The laws 
kthens required, that all offerings of this nature 
aid first be mutilated or dispossessed of what- 
r could afterwards make them serviceable for 
fane uses. In neglect of this ordinance, Cleon 

suspended his shields, without previously dis- 
sessing them of their handles. The Sausage- 
der therefore does not merely use the language 
iwtaphor, when hearing his rival talk of these 
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shields, he hids him stop, and tells him he h 
handle against himself." He draws perhaps 
his own ingenuity, when he endeavours to per 
Demus, that this omission was not a mere : 
forgetfulness in Gleon, but 'that it proceeded 
a settled and premeditated purpose, that in a 
found his master " roaring and looking the osti 
at him,'* he might have a resource wherewitl 
arm all the tanners, cheesemong^ers, and ve 
of honey in* the town, and then seize upoi 
granaries/' The imagination of Demus is 
sently occupied with this narration, and he ex< 
in an accent of terror and dismay at the d 
which were practised upon him. Cleon e 
yours to reassure him — and particularly b< 
his talent in keeping down cabals, and of his 
ness at giving tongue when a conspiracy is 01 
^* Like enough," says his persevering rival : 
spiracy is to you, what troubled water is to 
who fish for eels. When the lake is still, th 
bour goes for nothing; when the mud is 
stirred, they take eels in plenty. It is the 
case between our city and yourself. But tell 
he continues, *<you deal in leather, and you p 
a g^at affection for Demus : did you ever, ii 
plenitude of your love, make him your debt 
a pair of shoes ?" " That 1*11 be sworn he did 
says the old gentleman. The Sausage-vende 
lows up his blow by instantly presenting a 
Demus is all gratitude— he declares that hii 
the republic, and his toes never had so sine 
friend. These kind aflections are still furth* 
proved by the present of one of those mantles > 
had double sleeves hanging down from the s 
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4er-blade. ** Theniistocles himself,*' &sys Demus, 
in a transport of gratitude, ** nerer struck upon a 
l^nghter thought than tliis : his fortifications in the 
^eirzus were a brilliant inrention ; but this &r sar- 
puses it !" Cleon reproaches his adrersary with 
^B servile flatter}* *. ** I have but borrowed your 
own manners," replies his opponent : " I am like 
<>ur Athenians, having drunk freely at an entertain- 
ment, and finding it necessary to retire for a mo- 
ment, use their neighbours* * slippers instead of 
^I^ own." Cleoo now finds It necessary to open 
^ purse-stringy and he makes a present of a robe 
H)at the old gentleman's nose grows delicate, and 
^ complains bitterly of a smell of leather. The 
livd courtier improves the hint ** Do you re- 
'Dember sir, when, failpbium-spice was sold so 
oheap ?" "I do," says Demus. " It was all this 
Ban's doing ; he thought the low price would tempt 
yoa to a purchase : then, says he, when my masters 
at in the Courts of Justice, they will poison each 
other with their own effluvia." More humour of 
ta% kind follows, till Cleon, vexed at his adversa- 
ry's success, who sounds indeed tlie very bass- 
itring of humility to g'ain the ascendancy over Dc- 
nus, threatens Iiini v/lth some of those vexatious 



*It appears to havebeon a etistum among the Greeks, to leave 
tUetr slippers in an antichanriber when tbey went to an enter- 
taininent. 

t The lilpbinm, or herb Benjamin, was much used by the an- 

f^ents in medicine. It was hrotigtit chi»-fly from the country of 
C]r(«ne,«nd wa« held in such hii^ reneration, that a leaf of it 
waf suspended in the Temple of Apollo. Cleun, it appears, had 
provided tha^ this valuable herb should be brought in greae 
quantities to Athens; and for *his he deserved commendation. It 
was the poet's r^rpose however to put ati iinfiiTOtttaUC|*r it 
Iknt a rjiUctAoiH cvastTuetion un all his a«tioa]k 

y2- 
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proccedingff, which, by the peculiar nature of tb* 
Attic convtitution, a man, high in office, could lo 
easily employ to liarast those who had incurred bis 
lijtpleaBure. 

I^or this, friend, it ihatl be thyfate 
To fit a * vessel for the state ; 
And still the more to drain thy purse, 
\ leaky akift' shall be thy curse. 
With all the never-ending cares 
Of pitching, tarring and repairs,-^ 
Craxy in bottom, front and tail, — 
K tott'ring mast — a rotten sail. 

Cao. (/• CieoH,) Abate your threats— fi- 
st rain your ire ; 
There's too much wood upon the fire. 
Forbear, great man of words : no more : 
Tor see your vessers boiling oVr. 

r/r>0N. Witli. tribute, tax and fine opprcti'd, 
You'll find this quarrel, friend, no jest. 
Vhia moment 1 my journey hoFd 
To have you with the rich enrolPd. 

Saut, {iuitmnli/) All threat 1 forbear, 
Or ihe menaced might rue it : 
Rut I have a pra) er, 
Aiul the gt>ds siee me through it. — 
(*7v.*4ii^,^ rapiiiitj) May a pan of sleeve fish, 
llu! Hs fancy cuuKl wish. 
Before \ou t»ke station 
Somti day, when oration 

• ryw the AtWikMin ftret, iHe imte funiitht-d only the ihtp sad 
iW vtr« i «Uihe uihrrf\|i«'it«e» irli u|viii iht> lich ciiUeag,«to| 
«Wit •{t]M»»t«sl to ibis ofHrr, iot>L the luiiur uf i'rirrarti. 



In Miietua' aid 

You're preparing to hold ;— 

The price of your labour 

A talent uf *gold. 

The fish ((uitc in prime, 

And your appetite loose, 

Yet wishing in time 

To be down at the House : 

"While your lips are preparing 

I1)c feast to begin, 

With a summons appearing, 

Steps a messenger in i 

Tou rcsolvM to decline 

Neither wages nor feast, 

To your mouth straight consign 

Haifa score at the least— 

Your tliroat it takes umbrage 

At so much stor'd within it ; 

You choke— give a gasp,— 

And are gone in a minute. 

'his imprecation, for which the Sausage -vender 
ears to have summoned all his powers, is much 
ho taste of the (yiifiRvs : and that moral body 
ar by Jupiter, by Apollo, and by Ceres, a triple 
1 which the last invocation rendered most con- 
atory, that the Sausage-vender had spoken no- 
g but what had their commendation. Demus 
lelf is roused, and breaks out into an eulogium ; 

FMi and heiteTolonelci of thli kind wors fVcquentlj |(tvcn 
!• publio oraton at Alhfni bjr fbrtlfti statM, In order to k«ep 
rin their inteictt. We If am tlirough Aiichlnct (Oratk> de 
mk) that a yoarljr lura of ilxty poiindi wsi to be raeelvml 
(emoftUicnct fVum (be AmphittUni* ai a eompaniatlon (or 
upport of their oauie at Athoni. 
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but panegyric was ununual to him, and ever» hi$ 
praise is coupled witli a sarcasm. 

Bemua. I have observed this man : he wears a sliofp 
Of honesty, more tlian I ever saw 
In those who go for many to the ♦penny. 
In sooth I love the man — ^for you, fine PaphlagontfOi 
Who hold such large professions of your love, 
Know that you've anger'd me beyond all sufi'nnce, 
And are dismissed: — I ask your fring of officsc. 

( Cleon gives his ring.) 
(To Saus.) To you and to your care I do «»• 
mend it. 
Cleon. One word at parting — I have leftLyov 
service — 
Who follows me, believe, will prove a tknaTe 
Still greater than myself. 

Dem. (to Cleon.) Why how now, rogoel 

This is no ring of mine — it tallies not 
With my device, or much my eyes deceive me. 
Saus. Allow me, sir — what might be your \nt 
pression ? 



* Dcmui alludes to the obnl, the usual cuQipcntationlbr lerf 
> ievA among the Aiheniam. 

t 'I'hb ting may be considered as equivnlcnt to our Grirat SeaU 
I'he direction of public afiain was chiefly entrusted to th« coofi* 
dcntiai person who held it; the Archuns, tlie ostensible mv^ 
irates of Athens, possessing; very Ikfle actual power.. IV 
enfi:i-aTers of seals, who must have ftirmed a considerable body in. 
Athens, were forbidden by law, to keep au impression of any seal 
which they had cut, in tlieir \hops, (u prexent the frauds whk-h, 
might arise from counterfeit mg the seals of private indiriduals. 

t Thh was a dreary prospect for tiie Athenigos, tni. t kfMi.- 
ttrcasm on her pobKe meih, ^' 
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)em, A roasted thrium with thick *fftt incloBed. 
au8. {looking at the ring.) I see no thrium. 
)em. What the impression then ? 

atta. A wide-mouth'd gull — high seated on a 

rock, 
.ct to make a speech. 
>em. Me miserable \ 

'au9. What ails you, sir ? 
>em. Away with it — it is 

seal of mine — Cleonymus may own it, 
I his property. Take this, (giving another ring 

to Satt*.) and be 
srewith invested with supreme command 
1 sovereignty o*er this my house and treasury. 
^ieen. One word — ^upon my knees — ^I have some 

oracles — 
ce your ear partner to them, ere you pass 
ir hist resolve. 

knu, I too have oracles, 

at claim a hearing. 
"Jleon, (to Demus, showing him an oracle) Sir, 'tis 

worded here, 
ime shsill come, when crown'd with blooming 

roses 
nus shall sway the universal world. 
'aus, 'lis worded, sir, in mine, that, deck'd in 

purple, — 
rown upon his head, and charioted 
^Iden car, — Demus — in all the pomp 
1 circumstance of mighty majesty — 

The natare of the thrium has been esplainod in the AcImt' 
HI. The Greek word Demui, with a yftriation of aecent» lig- 
Ml ** 9baitv^ M well as ^ tkepetple,^* The allaskm is e?ident. 
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Shall hold pursuit — of Thracian •Smycythe^ 

And her fair lord. 

Cleon, Produce your oracles. 

Sau8, T wait Tlo second bidding. 

Dem. (to Cleon,) Let the same 

Be done by you — 

Cleon, Your bidding is obeyed- 

I go. — {hurrying off) 

Sau9, I Tanish. — 

A short intermede relieves the time, while ( 
two disputants are absent fetching their orad* 
It is scarcely susceptible of translation ; the readc 
indulgence is desired for the following attempt 
In the education of Athenian youth, the science 
music formed a prominent part ; and the Git 
music, it has been already observed, was intimat 
connected with the principles of grammar. 1 
CuoBus allege it to have been a complaint of Cite 
tutor on the harp, that his pupil could apply hi 
self to nothing but the Doric measure in music: i 
doable powers uf the language thus enabling th 
to raise a smile at Cleon's bribery and love of p 
sents. 

* The humour of thii passai^ raeh u it it, must be lacrifii 
to the explanation. When a married woman was cited to app 
before a luagatvate <«t Athenv, her husband was alto sumiboi 
in tliU form, tmv JWvx KJi TOf Ko^i'jv, i, e such a w9man i 
her lord; because wives, beint; under the govemnif nt of tl 
husbands, were not permitted to hppcar in any <*ourts with* 
them. Hence the allusion.— Smycyihcs was « king of Thia( 
the |)oet, fiiUiug iu wirh that particular law-term in the text, 
which i| summons was issued, contrives tu niise a laugh at the 
ftminacy of Sroycythes, a» if he h^d been the lady, instead of i 
gentleman ^-a mistake which the feminine taminatioii of 
name flavoured. 
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That (lay of all shall break most grateful 
To thii anil future generations \ 
When death shall take our chief most hateful, 
And Cleon end his usurpations. 
Yet in the *Deigfma many a day, 
t hear our crabbed elders say* 
With fiice where age and verjuice plaf 

And wrestle i 

YliAt Oleon state and grandeur losing. 
Our town two weapons were misusing, 
Of use for gathering and for bruising, 

To wit, a scoop and pestle. 

That hands like (Meon*s richly gifted, 
To compass any depths should fkil, 
If what with wonder most uplifted 
I heart and scarce believe the tale. 

* Hit Driffinn wni aitiiMtt^d in th« Prlmui, Rnd sniweNd to 
)!• mo(l«rn *rhiin||«*. Ih-tv wrrr to l>r ireti itrsnicert, airivinf 
fMi mU thi nttlon* litiinifd on the «horr« ol thr MrdlteminMin 
■d Ump Ruxlnv imi) ami •• if to prove ihut ih« Rrti roort* par- 
•lilaHy ftoiivlih under the pntronsifr of eontmerve, no part of 
i^o* w>ii more vruwde<t whh pleturei and ifntuef. None of 
Im AtlMtUsni, acenrding to Arlitoiltft w«rio lo dlitlniptkhed ft»r 
irir tirbanltjr tnd iMtliimeu m the iiihnblisnti of the Pvinetiii 
. Is llh'ro neoordiiiffly ihiit Pltfo hm liild the Menr of totnt of 
li iliOKt brotitilul diiihiguei. U wii nmonf the mrrchanti, iho 
snkrrst nnd ih> ihlp mmivrt «t th< Prinvni, thtt ihi ifrett ors* 
ir Dtmotthmei noqulnd hit ext«ni|v« knowledxr of mirlttmo 
mrj, Bwviil runtmi'tit nnd thiMO remsrkiUh! ftubUtikii which tho 
^ffNki dliphiyed In their romnorsiti tranMctlom. Do Piuw, i. 

m SOS. \i so. 
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And yet hit ichoolmatef •till admire. 
What sotimU broke from hia infant lyre. 
And still they tell how ftung with ire. 

And rage plethoric, 

The ma«tcr-lutift spum'd hit fee, 

And chid hid pupil bitterly, 

** Avaunt that harp ! whose only key 

It tuned to the Done.'' 

The Third Act m much calculated to try tbe» 
rJantical reader's patience ; a few omittioof l^ 
been made in it, that the tatk might be resM 
as light as possible. 
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ACT III. 

SCENE 1. 
CiEoir, Sausaoi-seixsr, Deuus, Chorvi-. 

Cleon {to Demu8.) You see, sir, what I •bear, yet 

forms not this 
be whole. 

8aui, {to Demu8,) I am a thraw — ^a dissolution — 
y back runs oceans, with the weight of pressure ; 
:t sum not these the half. 
Dein. What may you bear ? 

Cleon, Predictions — oracles. 
Dem, What all? 

Cleon, Now you 

Imire — and yet a chest possest entire 
left behind ! 

Saus, I have a -f garret stor*d 

ith them, and eke two dwelling-chambers whole. 
Dem, And who has woi*ded these P 
Cieon, Mine come from Bacis. 

Dem. {to Satis.) And your's ? 

' The two candidates fur the farour of Demus enter, labour- 
i; under a weight of oradea. 

' The Modem Greeks, (says Athenaeus, lib. ii. p. 57.) used 
t^etet in the same sense that the earlier Greeks used »^ ' 
idi aignified the upper part of the house, and also an egg. 
Wf^bxu says, that the story of the beautiful Helen baring been 
nfrom an egg was derived from her bariog occupi^ an aptrt- 
Bt thus situated. 
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Sana, From Glanis, sir, his elder brotlie 

Dem. And what may they relate to ? 

Cleon, They relate 

To Athens and to Pylus— to yourself— 
To me — to ev'ry thing. 

JJem. (to Sau8.) And yours i 

Saus. Mine tell 

Of Athens' blooming town, and paltry lentils ;— » 
Of Lacedxmon and of dainty mackarel ; — 
They speak of men, who play the subtle trickstei 
As they mete corn at Market. — They relate 
To you and me — (to Cieon) for thee, knave, baDj 
thyself. 

JJem, Now mould them for my ears, and see yn 
read 
That first, whieh prophesies my after-glory. 
How I shall lift me in the clouds *an eagle ! 
My love is link'd most strangely to that prophecy 

Cleon, It shall be done, sir, — Hst. 
(Reads) " Predictions are come from Apollo's bles 

shrine : 
Let the son of fErectheus their import divine. 
A dog is about him, that's mighty to bark ; 
Ilis wit is from heaven, his tooth from a shark. 
Pay and gift he'll provide, if well guarded bi 

days i — 
But ravens croak hoarsely, and daws clamour raise. 

Dem. This lies beyond my reach: I man'C 
much 

* Aristophanes mentions this old oncle, so gratifying to Aibe 
nian pride and lore of dominion, in two or three uf his cone 
dies. 

t Krectheus is most probably known to the reader, as an an 
cient king of Athens. 
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y do£^ and jack-daws couple with Erectheus. 
leon. The dog, sir, points to me ; who else 

keeps watch 
I barks ? Apollo bids that you presen-e 
p dog. 

aun. Build not the faith of oracles 
bim : he knows them, mighty sir, dog-fashion ; 
I bites them like a cur, that gnaws the post 
i tied to : I have here a prophecy 
t speaks (and its words bear the stamp of truth) 
pecting this same dog. 
>««. Out with it straight : 

look me out a trusty stone mean time, 
t this dog-oracle should give a g^pe. 
n/«. (reads) ** Erectheus' g^eat son, let thy 

thoughts musing dwell 
the slave-dealing dog, that fit tenant for Hell, 
fawns as you sup ; but your eye once away» 
darts on your bread, and your fish is his prey. 
i *kitchen and pantry at night see his tricks, 
I a plate, or an island, is gone, where he licks.'* 
^em. Success to Glanis : trust me, he speaks 

most 
o the purpose. 

•leon. Dearest Demus — hear 

an, then judge between us : 
•ads,) ** In Athens the sacred, a cry's heard for 

help : 
soman's in labour ; — a lion hep whelp. 

Bjr the kitehen it meant the Prytaneum : in the following 
ocean one of those pleaaantries by nirpiise, which so oAen 
tt lit in Aristophsnet. 
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For warfare he's born, and will fight by the great 
With the ants and the gnats, and the vermin of 

state. 
On Gratitude rests it this guard to environ 
With a wall of stout wood, and a turret of iron, 

Bern. Dost reach him ? {turning to the Sauaagt' 
seller,) 

Sau8. Sir, not I. 

Cleon, And yet the CU)4 

Speaks clear. I am the lion, and I claim 
Protection. 

• Dent, Good : his words sare stand with reason : 
Who else may plead *a lion's tooth and claws ! 

Sau9, Aye, but he unks the iron wall and wood!, 
Where Phoebus wills that you hold guard of him; 
And thus he falsifies the expoution. 

JDem. And how do you expound it ! 

Saus, By the wood 

And iron wall I understand the pillory : — 
The oracle enjoins, be take his place there. 

JDem,. And I subscribe me to its pleasure — 

Cleon. Nay, 

Not so : the envious crows are croaking round me ; 
{Favmingly,') Let your hawk win your love ; think 

who fbound and who bore 
The young Spartan ravens in chains to your shore. 

* There is a play of words in the original, calculated to ttSm 
an innocent laugh at cue AntKeo. I have given a subitituie 
for it. 

t The prisoncri made at Pylui were not only brongbt in 
chains to Atheiu, but a decree of the people ordained, CfhiK. 
I. iv. c. 41.) that they should be kept in chain*, till acme arrai^^ 
nent was made between the two contending atatea ; with a fiir> 
thcr provision that ifthe Peloponnesians in tlie the interim intad> 
e6 Attica, the prisoners should imm^iattly be put to death. 
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'{am. The niftn was in bit 'cups, when he 
achieved 

e feat — and what so wondrous in the deed } 

e weakest sex can bear k burthen, be it 

ce lifted to * their head. (To Demut.) But, sir,. 
I hove 

-prophecy will please your royal ear : 

las our fleet for object. 

'iem. I'm all attention. 

s^h;) Would it nrif^t pay our crews their due 
arrears ! 

iau9, (readi,) " A riddle, a riddle's the theme 
of my story— 

f a dog in the stern ; 'tis a ^fox a priori } 

knowledge is various, its foot swift and sure, 

i its gripe, aim'd in secret, leaves nothing se- 
cure." — 

It comprehend ? 

Jem. No further, friend, than this ; 

It your fox-dog must mean Philostratus : 

llie poet iiMinuttei, that Cleon owed hU laoceu at Pylui to 
preriou* «min||eniente of DeOMMihenei. The •eholiiiiii cn*^ 
I Into • loof exploiuuion of the petiege. 

An old oracle ri^tpoethig Pylus hai been oinUied. It U in- 
hired oahf for the purpoae of HMklnK two pun» on prtfiylamh 
•rr court, aiid ffyeiyti a bathing vasiel. 

By the rox-dog, mjts Casaubon, it meant Cleon, ai uniting 
limn*-!!' (he worst qualities of both those animals. I1ie sar- 
m (with N palling Mow upon one Phitostralus, a bnitliel- 
ptr) is illrvctHl (whrre, at the outset, it might little be ex- 
tell hy the mudem n-adrr) against that particuhr species of 
let. which the Athenians employed in eoUerting tribute fVooi 
islandt'rs I 'l*hi« pnrt of A'henian polity will require nore 
ice than the llglit raillery, which Aristophanes has vcntorrd 
»aN upon it : the practice indeed wai in his time only oosv 
ncing. 

X2 
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None couples the two species sure but he. 
Sana, You're vicious in your guess. The o; 
cle 
Enjoins you grant no •tribute-gath'ring ships, 
Nor heed the Paphlagonian's suit for them. 



* The tribute«gathering btuineu, ts Mr. Mltfiwd calls it, 'mo 
ttf the moit disg^aking pictures, among the many which Ad 
Bian history presents to us. The words of iMiociuii, when se 
upon this odious employment, are too well known to need me 
tioning; but Phocion in (his, as in other rfhtters, stood .rini 
among his countrymen. The commander of the tribate^thi 
ing fleet, says the English historian of Greece, made his 01 
terms with ail the numerous maritime states of the riiores oft 
iEgeaii. Paying him as he required, they were to hare proli 
tion for their commerce : not so paying, they would be cqNn 
depredation from pirates, especially the greatest of pirates, t! 
commander of the Athenian fleet. The peculation was cedoe 
to a system. Every man in the fleet, according to his rank, hi 
regularly his share. The treasury profited little: but every i 
dividual seaman being interested in the corruption, and the flc 
being a large part of the commonwealth, not only to bring ai 
t* punishment was seldom possible, but 'We peculator, throuj 
tlie interest he acquired by allowing a share in the peculatic 
was generally safer than the honest commandpr, who would ds 
to deny to those under him the wages of corruption. Hist. 
Greece, v. vii. 376. A valuable passage from the speech of t 
mosthencs de Chers. translated by the same author* admiral 
confirms this statement. "In this dilemma of the repubiii 
sasrs the orator, *' I must speak openly : and at all risk for 1 
consequences, I will assure you, that no naval commander ev 
sails from your harboun, but he receives presents. Tliey em 
from the Chians, the Erythncans, all the commercial states Ukt 
to be within reach of your fleets : I mean however the Asia 
only. If he bus but one or two ships under his orders, he I 
something: if his force is greater, he has more in proportit 
The pretence of these prescnu is good will to the commandt 
under that title they are offered. But those states you may 
sure, none of them give this money for nothing : they pay 1 
the safety of their commerce; that their ships iQay be, not |4ii 
dered, but prutected." v. viii. 327. The infamous CImret, t 
unworthy associate of Demoilhencs, was supposed to have rain 



on THE D£irAGOCU£S. 247 

-^^»n. "Why calls the oracle a vessel fox-dog ? 
■**«. With reason good: a ship is swift, and 
what 
^^ifterthanadog? 

^**** Whv join the names 

J'^^ and dog ? 
**i<»» To part them were to separate 
* ^ Qhips and those they carry in them — sir — 
Soldiers are the foxes, witness many 
^Vn whose g^pes have feasted them. 
■^««. The oracle 

*^^ht — but, friend— money runs short, and foxes 
-^^^Und— how satisfy them all ? 

^aw. Rest that 

^^^ me : a three days pay shall be allowed them. 
^^^Qds,) But anotlier prediction awaits my lord's 

ear; 
MS Phoebus that warns — " of *Cyllene beware." 
■Oem. Cyllene, Cyllene, (to Saus.) how this un- « 

derstand? . 
Sdu9, Cyllene is lameness, and means a maimM 
hand. " 
'fo Cleon's apply it; — as with bruise or with 

maim — . 
^till 'tis bent with — " Your honour, drop gift in the 
same." 

a the eoane of hts Tsrioiis commands, no less thnn 1500 talents, 
netr 300,000/. ^vhich he distributed among his fitvuurite oflicers 
tad sopporting orators. 

* Cyllene tvas a city of Arcadia : a Greek word of similar sound 
agaifies a lamed hand. 1 he poet is preparinj; a blow at Cleon's 
compUiMi and love of bribes : the blow is also mnde to fall upon 
INopeithet, whose hand appears to have been maimed in some 
diier^table exploit. 
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Cleon. You are wrongs ; when maim'd hands n 
the point in duspute, 
Biopeithes knows best how to settle the suit. 
* But enough — l*ve an oracle yet to declare. 
It comes from the clouds and is borne on the air. 
{To Demus) Like an eagle> it teUs, you shall sprea 

your wide wings, 
A. lord over monarchs, a king over kings. 

Sau8. {eagerly,) I've the same; while a elaufl 
supplemental extends * 

Your reign to the Red Sea, and earth's •ferthei 

ends; 
"With a seat on the bench in remote Ecbatane, 
And a banquet uf sweets> while th^ suits are i 
train. 
Cleon, I hare seen me a viaioa ; IVe dream'd m 
a dream : 
It's author was Pa11as> and Demus its^ theme : 
The cup farytacna blaz'd wide in her hand. 
And plenty and riches fell wide o'er the land. 
Saus, I too have my visions and dreams of tb 
night : 
Our Lady and %o\\\ stood confest to my sight : 

* An allasion bas ahnady been niiide to a iin|^ular oath, wbid 
was taken by the youii|r ^^^ of Aibeni, before ihey went upoc 
au expedition. It wts iHken in the tempJe of AgrauliM, and im 
]>licd, that tliey would cuniider wheat and barley, and vines am 
olivet to be tbe limits of Attica; by which, says Plutarch, the] 
were taught to claim a title to all lunds that were manured an 
Ihuitt^iU Life of Alcibiades. 

t The ofyftcTU) was a sort of cup or vessel used to draw wale 
wiili. 

t A gentlemnn who cnn brinR th« most profound erudition ti 
tbc aid of his researches, has re> arkeil thai the owl was very pra 
perky midc tlic symbol of Minerva, (ibe pur^e emanation of Um 
«ftnae miud.) as it is a binl which seems to lorpass all other cnt 
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1 the cup *aryballus choice blessing^ she threw, 
im (turning' to Cleon) fell tan-pickle, and nec- 
tar on you {to Demus). 

the reader has been content to follow roe 
jgh these oracles and predictions, he will pro- 
y come to the same conclusion with Dennis ; 
of the two prophets, Glanis is much the wisef 
One only retource now remained for Cleon. 
nation which ranked cookery among the liberal 
and whose mythical fables sent Hercules to 
'elief of Prometheus (the emblem of afflicted 
mity, according to W. Schlegel) in a wine cup, 
}ther appetites to be gpratified besides a lore of 
ir and dominion ; and Cleon determines to ap- 
from his master's hopes and fears to the hum- 
in aeateneu and nfinement of ofganie pereepdon ; iCi eyo 
 ealealated to diwem objects which, to all others, are en- 
ed in darkneu; its ear to hear sounds distinctly, when no 
can perceive them at all ; and its nostrils to discriminate 
ia with such nicety, that it has be^i deemed prophetic firom 
rering the putridity of death, eren in the first stages of dis- 

R. P. Knight's Inquiry into the Symbolical Language of 
>nt Art and Mythology. 

lie arybaUvu was a vessel shaped like a purse, broad at hot* 
ind narrow at top. On the names and properties of Greek 
of every description, the reader may eonsnlt the eleventh 
of Athenseas. 'rhat those beautiful speoimens of art, which 
Kcite the utmost admiration, should have been highly prized 
jieople, whose niceness of organic perception best enabled 
to appreciate their merits, forms no sulyject of wonder : 
smile is excited, when we find that one man (Py theas of 
ilia) carried his admiration of them so far, as to leave an 
>h fi>r hb tomb behind him, (vid. Athen. 1. xi. p. 465.) in 
I it was considered lest a point that pos^rity should be made 
linted with his goodness and his temperance, (virtues which 
tears really belonged to him,) than that he died possessed of 

vases of every description than any of his predecesion. 
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bier gpratifications of his palate. The first attack 
made through the medium of barley, and the off( 
of providing* him daily sustenance— but the bai 
mention of barley is offensive to Demus — he hi 
been deceived enough already on that point I 
Cleon and *Thuphanes. An offer of prepare 
"wheat does not propitiate him more. The Sausag 
Tender is both more delicate and profuse : the ba 
quet which he proposes to lay before bis master, 
to consist of little puddings well baked, and broilc 
fish ; and his life, as this aspirant to favour declare 
shall be nothing but a scene of mastication. Tt 
imagination of Demus be^ns to open to the flatte 
ing prospect. 

Dem. About it straight then, and— observe — 
Who caters best and offers me most presents. 
To him I give the at;ale and all it's harness. 
Cleon {rtmning.) Sayst thou ? I'm on my legs, ai 

start this instant. 
Sana, (^running faster.) I've left already long 
space behind me. 

* Thuphapetf according to (he scholiut) was a secretarv < 
Cleon ; what parUciilar transactioa is here alluded to, the uh 
Uast does not mention. 
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SCENE n. 
Ghokui, Dkmiui. 

10. Honour, power and high eftftte> 

Dennui, mighty *lord, hait thou ! 
To thy sceptre imall and great 
In obeisance lowly bow !— 
Yet you're easy to his hand whoever cringes; 
Ev'ry fool you gape upon, 
Ev'ry speech your ear hath won, 
While your wits move off and on 

Their hinges, 
'em. (^turlily). Hinges in their teeth, who deem 
That Dcrous is an easy fool ( 
If he yawn and if he dream, 
If he tipple. Vis by rule ; 
'*Xit his way to keep in pay one knave to ease 
him ; — 

Him he keeps for guide and gull. 
But when once the spunge is full, 
To himself the knave he'll puU» 

And squeeze him. 

tio. I can feel, and I commend 

This your wisdom's sign and seal i 

In the oriffliMl the term it tymnti and very Juitlyi the trut 
nus of Athisiii united in bimicif ell the powen of foretn** 
It, leglilfttive, executive, flnanclii and Judicial, which a« Men* 
loieu ohierrea, contUtutet the rery enenae of tyraaoy. AN 
ArekopaffUic Otattea ef basntti. v. !• p* til. 
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If it own a proper end. 
If with public men you deal, 
As with scape-goat and the land's devoted sir 
ner ; 

If you lodge them in the *Pntx, 
Then when fit occasion pricks, 
On the fattest there you fix 

For a dinner. 

iOem, Hear and own, that I have known 
To circumvent when prest ; 
Eyes I close and, seem to doze. 
But 'tis dog-sleep at the best ; 
While the varlets fondly cram I'm heedful 
For the learned in the law 
Know with *camus I can draw. 
As with probe from throat or maw. 

What's needful. 

^Vith this dialogue ends the third act. 

* Thi* alludes to a custom practised among the ancients tu 
averting famine, plague, or any epidemic disorder. A roan an- 
woman were enteitained at the public expense, who might serr 
upon occasion as expiatory victimsa each for his own sex. Tha 
ceremony was to march them round the streets to the soond c 
instruments, to give them a few stripes with rods, and then mats 
them leave the city. Sometimes the unfortunate pair i«ere bum. 
and their ashes thrown into the sea. 

t The camua was a little funnel, through wliich the dieasi 
cast into the urns the beans, which were to decide Upon the •• 
quittal or coHdemnation of prisoners. 
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ACT IV. 

SCENE I. 
CuoiTy SArsAes-yximsR, Dsxuf, CHonrs. 

Clean (to Saus.y Off, knave 1 and feast the *crow8. 

Sau8, On your own head 

^aU the m wish ! 

Clean, Demus, I wait a week 

^th hands prepared to show'r my gifts upon you. 

Saus, And I a month — a year— a century— 
Kme out of mind, mind> mind. 

Dem, And I wait here 

Expecting your large promises, and venting 
Courses on both (ndmica) before creation — ation— 
ation. 

Sana, {to Demus,) Know'st what to do ? ^ 

Jhm, Tour wisdom can advise me. 

Sana, Start him and me, observe, as from tho 
barriers: 
^e*U run a race as 'twere, who most can g^veyou. 

Dem, 'Tis well advised: one— two— three— 
away ! 

^vs. We're gone. 

'i}etn. Run quick. 

Cleon. I dare him to outstrip me: 

[Exeunt Cleon and Sau9. 

^ The €rowi appear to have been in great dufiiTOor with thm 
itheninu; they hsAthe fteiiini^oCaatlBtMtietrwiaMto 
^%et from hielC 

Toz. XLm. Y 
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Vem, (solus.) I must be dainty iiice indeed, if 
such 
A pair of lovers do not satisfy me ! 

Such was the humour of the Old Comedy : it 
must be confest that we have improved largeljr 
both in our notions of wit and humour. The rivil 
candidates now commence their contest of presents 
— ^they consist chiefly of culinary articles, and that 
everlasting dish, the aflTair at Pylos, is again served 
up to the worthy Demus, whom the poet seemire- 
solved to satiate witli the only exploit which CleOD 
ever accomplished. There is so mach pity of 
words in this short scene, that it would be difficult, 
if not impossible, to render it satisfactory to the 
English reader. Aristophanes, like the French 
Firon, is sometimes a mere machine for throwing 
out puns, squibs, sarcasms, pleasantries, and pUy 
of words. He is a fire-work discharging the most 
brilliant scintillations on all sides, but their effect is 
lost, if analysed or contemplated too curiously' 
Tlic Sausage-vender has the advantage of his rival 
for some time in his presents, till Cleon awakens 
his fears by talking of a dish of hare, which he has 
exclusively to present. His rival, disconcerted *t 
first, has recourse to a stratagem. ** Some ambas- 
sadors come this way to me, a?ul their pitrses »f^ 
rMl filed y "Where are ihey ?** exclaims Cleon 
eagerly, and turns about. The hare-flesh was iffl* 
mediately in the hands of his rival, who presents 
the boasted dainty in his own name to Demus, and 
he of course casts the old aflUir of Pylus in the dis- 
appointed Cleon's teeth. 

VvUile the Sausage -vender piously refers the 
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IfesUon of thii little theft to Minerva, and mo- 
tly takei the exectition only to himself, Cleon 
!nt» the surprise very warmly. " I had all the 
ger of catching the hare," says he, referring to 
predecessor Demosthenes. ** And I had all the 
ible of dressing it," says his rival. "Pools," 
I Dcmus, in the true spirit of Athenian and de- 
:ratical selfishness, *< f care not who catight it, 
vho dressed it ; all I regard is the hand which 
res it up to table." A conscious feeling of infc- 
'ity now comes over Clcon» and one of those 
^erfUl words which the Greek language only 
plies, expresses his fears, that the race is against 
I, and that he shall be dittanced in impudence. 

rival proposes a new test of affection. " Let 
chests," says he, " be searched. It will then 
proved who loves Uemui most;" or, in the 
sage-vender's own words, ** who is the better 
I towards Derous and his stomach." This is 
ordingly done. That of the new candidate for 
^er is found empty. ** He had given dear little 
nus every thing." In Cleon's is found abun- 
ce of all good things ; and a tempting cheese- 
c particularly excites Demus's surprise. " Tho 
uc !" says this representative of the sovereiga 
Ititude, ** to conceal such a prodigious cherse- 
e as this, and to cut me off but a mere morsel of 

and that, too," subjoins the compluinaut, 
nging his *dialcct, for a reason which the Icurn- 
reader will appreciate, " after I had made him 

lite cliinfce U nitde fVom the Atlio to the Dork ditlertt 
a liearty laugh no doubt aocompanlod thii •uddrn and tig- 
eant aliuiion to tho deRUigof(ae*s corrnptk)n and love of 
tenti. 
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s present of a chaplet, and added many other 
ceurs besides !*' Cleon in vain pleads that he i 
for the good of the country. He is ordered ti 
down his *chaplet, and invest his antagonist 
it. Nay, says he» still struggling for the retei 
of office, 

Cleon, I have an oracle, — ^it came from Phoel 
And tells to whom Fate wills I yields the mas 
Saus. Declare the name — my life upon't- 
god 
Refers to me.f 

Cleon. presumptuous !-»-you !-^low scouiu 
To the proof: — where were you schooPd, and 

the teacher 
That first imbued your infant mind with k 
ledge ? 
Savs, The kitchen and the scullery gavi 
breeding ; 
And teacher I had none save blows and cuffs. 
Cleon (aside,) My mind misgives me : what 
deliver'd ! 
But pass we on : (aloud) ss^y further wha 

+ wrestling master 
Instructed you ? 

Saw. To steal — to look the injui 

* Cleon, according^ ro the icholiast, bad receired a chapl 
, full assembly from the people ; wiih the privilege perhaps ai 
cd of wearing it on all occasioDs. 

t Brumoy observes, that the anagnotist by which Cleon*! 
cetsor in ofllce is poiutfd out, i^ a parody on the well ki 
seeue in the Oediptu l^rannus, where the inoestuoiu pan 
is 10 skilt'uUy brought to light. 

% The '^su^G'Tpt/ins, or wrestling master} laceeeded the * 
fxxristK and Kt^xptsus, 
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Straight in the face, and then forswear the theft. 

Cleon {aiide.) Angelii* and ministers of grace 
protect me ! 
{Aloud) Unclasp what art or trade your manhood 
practisM. 

Satu. 1 dealt in sausages. 

Cleon, Aught more P 

Saut* I found 

The bagnios employment. 

Clean (aside,) I'm undone. 

One only hope remains, (aloud) Resolve me— 

practis'd you 
Within the market place, or at the fgates f 

Saut, Nay, at the gates, among the men who 
deal 
In salted fish. 

Cleon. All is accomplished. 

It is the will of hcav'n r—hcar me within : — 
A long farewell to all my former greatness ! 
Adieu,^ fair chaplet ! 'gainst my will I quit thee, 
And give thy matchless sweets to other hands! — 
There may be knaves more fortunate than I, 
but never shall the world sec thief more rascally. 

Sam. (devoutly) Thine be the triumph, Jove^ 
Ellanian ! 

* Cleon pirotliet thii Bellerophon of Eiirlpidci. 

t The l»weit tncietmen only prictited at the f(i(ei of the 
town ; every eniwer U mtde to ihow the utter haieiieM or 
Cteon*! rlvftl, and thm to place himielf in the moit i^nomhiioui 
light. 

% Parodied IVom the deteriptlon of the dying Alcritn takitig 
leave of her bridal bed. 

f Jupiter wai worshipped at ^gina under thli title upon the 
fbllowlng oeoailon. A great drought prevailed In that Islend, 
whieb bad ntar)/ brought the peopU \o tM\\v» \^i vVv^t >»:^\».\ 

Y2 
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SCENE n. 

Abobacbitus, Chobits, DxMirs. 

Cho. Joy 

And gratulation to our friend ; bear he 
In mem'ry's tablet, *tia to us he owes 
These proofs of manhood, (to Agor,) Worthy sir^ 

I have 
A small request — the place which Phanus holds— 
I am your suitor for the same, and fain 
Would sign your writs. 

Bern, And I have my request — 

How runs your name ? 

Agor. They call me *Agoracritufl 

And justly ; for my livelihood and bread, 
1' the forum have been earn'd by litigation. 

Bern, To Agoracritus I now commit me : 
And with myself I give unto his charge 
This Paphlagonian here. 

Agor. And bravely will I 

Maintain thee, Demus — your own lips shall testify> 



pMiyen of the Paxt-Hf Ilenes (or uaivertal Greekv) to Japittr, 
this affliction wai remoTe<l. It wat while making^ excavatioMin 
JBgina, in order to ascertain the proportions of the temple of 
Jupiter Panhelleuiiis, that the pieces of sculpture were i\n% upk 
which have so much exercised the inf>:enuity of (he learned. 

• Knough already has been said of the Athenian Agon, t» 
Ktve some ideaof »hat this name is meant to conn-y. 
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rhat you have never teen abetter nor 

A vf'iHcr mail in thii our town*— Cechenian. 

SlMI-CuOUUH.f 

Where ihall praiiio and commendation 

Make their Ittsting habitation. 

But with them, whoie iteedN though ipenl 

Still arc on their topmost bent?— 

In beginning and in ending, 

Muie, then let thy high commending 

With our noble Horiemen rest. 

Take no part, 
From mere gaiety of heart, 

* The audienetf expoetod the ipeak/er to ny AtbenUin. 'I'lus 
word CerfutUttn iiiMni rtupid, M^P^^f—^^Y ^ ^ ohMtrd \ aiul 
•ppliet more p«rtioultrly to tliJit love of newi which dUtinipiUli- 
ed the AihenUni in the time of DrnuNthcnei and Ht. Piul, and 
whir b itUI (brmi • prominent frature In ttie cbavaotrr of thn 
oiodern Aihenianit 

t The Intermede, whieh now rellevei the aetlon of the play,-' 
revolting enongli In lonie of ita perti, but curioiii in •ll.'-^owt 
what e imMt Inquiiliorlal power the Old Comedy cxerciwd over 
pobHo and private HA) in Atheni. Whei thu courteiy indfcd of 
modern meunrn eilbrr drops eltofrthrr. or mention! only ei a 
ml«lbrtune,it by the Gre^ ■itfo, which wnt directed entirely to 
the ameliorttlon or (leribetlon of men gathered into • eonimu* 
uity, ttif matiied almott at an ofR^nee. Accordingly tlm iiovcrtx 
of Lyiiairatiii and lluunianiii, made contemptible iiidrrd by 
other •••eeiNiriet, fbrnii a prelude to the puMc merubn and ndi- 
eule of ertmei which the dramatist hvandi indeed with the moit 
deie r ved infiimy, Init which, (br the honour of human |niiture, 
will not beer the mo«t diitant alluiion. The lighier raillery 
upon tlie wretched Cleonymui, who It now aerved up to the 
piiMlo a« a ptniaite, and upon the worthlesa Hyperbohia, cs ihi* 
author ol^ an obAoakmi ttata aacaMure, «an hardly ihil to excite 
a iBllOi 
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'Gainst Lysistratus the supple ; 

Nor the smart 
Of satire with Tbaumantis couple. 
'Tis a wretch beyond a jest. 
With famine and leanness his meals he has made. 
And when Delphi he seeks in the coarse of bis 

trade, 
And with sighs and with tears the god*B iavour 

would win. 
His strength tops the quiver, but falls at the chin. 

Full Chobvs. 

€hiilty men to taunt with satire is no subject for re- 
proof: 

Sober men the deed will honour; — what if Envy 
stand aloof? 

A wretch exists, — were common knowledge more 
familiar with his name, 

I without an inuendo loudly would pronounce the 
same. 

But obscurity protects him, and Satire, much desir- 
ing other, 

Finds no shaft to pierce and wound him, but 
I. rough his exalted brother. 

Arignoius — (when I name him, none his merit 
needs to learn. 

Who is master of his gamut, or can black from 
white discern) 

Shames his fortunes by a brother, pair'd with him 
in nought but blood. 

Who takes pleasure in his vices as a swine that's 
wash'd, In mud. 
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Were he» tirfy a ftrnple feoundrel* u a cut-purte 

from the itreet, 
A suborner, or Inforroer, or a bully or a cheat i 
Had he turned bU mind to fUehing, or to flattery 

or praUe, 
Or had practii'd oldeit Tieet in the neweit kind of 

ways( 
Verse of mine had never touched him, nor perhaps 

his name been known, 
But the wretch to old pollutions adds inventions of 

his own. 

In the flow of solemn verso 
Here then I pronounce a curse, 
And I damn to endless fame 
Ariphrades, that thing of shame. 
And his deed without a name (-^ 
If there be who counter run 
To this honest malison. 
Fellowship with them Til non^ 
I abjure them and resign i 
Nor shall Juice of generous wine 
Ever flow in friendly cup 
For our common lips to sup. 



Skmi-Cbosus. 

On my bed and in my play, 

—Much by night, and more by day,-~ 

To myself 1 talk and say, 

What profession, art, or trade, 

Karns Cleonymius his bread i 

Humour says, that once within 

A rich man's cupboard, press or bin. 



] 



PrAv'r nor temr» nor menace ttout, 

C;fcn entice the glutton out. 

Though from his knees the tuppliant rit 

Attest the earth — a^j^^ ^^ ^es. 

And be^ with deprecating cries 

** Ring — Bmperor — ^Lord— come forth 

And grant our board one holiday." 

Firui CnoBirs. 

<^r ships in congTKss met of late 
For councils grare and sage debate. 
A frigate well advanced in years 
Rose first and told her secret fears. 
'* Sad tiding^ ladies, these I hear ; — 
Thinf^s gt> but ill in town, I fear. 
A hundred of us — such the tale — 
M\||t instant to *Chalcedon sail : 
May fiery vengeance blast the brute, 
Hyperbolusf — who urg'd the suit 

* Tlie potmsioa of Chslcetlon sad Byxuntittra w»s of Ui 
mcwt iniporunce to Athent. Both were f^^at ot^ects, Tur i 
nuc And fur eommercr; for commerce especially ia two prin 
articles of the Attic market, com and slaves. 

The promontory on which the ancient Chalcedon stood, i 
•ordinj( to Poeocke, a very fine situation, being a gentle r 
ground fVom the sea, with which it ii almoat bounded on \ 
sides : and having l\irther on the east side of it a sraiill ri 
which (alls into the little bay to the south, that seems to I 
been the p«rt of the Chalcedonians. Chalcedon, therefbre, 
this writer, would be esteemed a most delightful situati< 
Constantinople, which is still more advantageously situ 
were not so near it. 

t Hyperlmlus was a man of much the same turbulent cb 
ter as Cleon t he was the fVtend of tint ignorant and overbei 
demagogue whe^ Uving^ and the laccenur to hit iuflv 
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And cftrried it !"— The lady ipoke, 

And terror icizM the mftids of oak.— 

•* 'Tw«i pant endurance"—" fUith and troll."-- 

Homo fainted— others droppM an oath. 

Uproso a sloop, whoio maiden breait 

No hand of man had yet compreMt, 

And, " T^adiei," with a sneer cried she, 

** Huch scurvy captains board not me. 

Huoncr shall ago these timbers eat, 

And give the worms a lasting treat. 

You, ladies, as you please-- -but I 

This chief of visage sour dofV- 

And Spitfire holds me company. 

Our hearts are strong;— our cause is good ;-~ 

f ioMl And us, girls, true pitch and wood. — 

For Athens— sure her wits are fled i 

Nor knows she what flts barks well-bred. 

mnnnf ibe lowrit of tlin people. A fVw yrtn afVcr thii eomtily 
wni written, llypcrbotiii viuifnvoiirrd to crrtt* • ?«rliinco be* 
twrrii Niciai •nil Alolbiidei, ind to eKfrclie upon th« lattrr the 
Wtftlktitiwii punlihment of oitritliin. " IIU infliitnrr/* myg 
tlic Kngliih Hiitorlin nC Grrccf,(vol. Iv. p. 18.)" wii lucli, tint 
it wm cvldrnily in hia powrr tu clcritlo whethur Akiblndci or 
Nictni ilioiild tw b«iilihpd. Hut h« had  itoliiW'iNn in encoiintri- 
•tich nt Cleon ntvcr nipt wiili. Alcihindm coniniiinir«ttd with 
NIciM I an micmhty uf the pt-opln wna liild; both collected thrir 
«trrtif(ih ( and llyberltolut wni hfitnrd ai a porion, by hi« weighr, 
Influence and leditlont dt'iigniidnnKcraiii t(» tlii^ oomnionwealth. 
'I'lta people wen* iiirprifrdi fbr no man of hl«nican condition 
wai ever brfiire pro|tn<ied ai a lul^eri ft»r the oitrMi'Um. But dit 
Ailieninn people lo\e<l a Juke) nnd tliii appeared a Rood one: 
they would honour him hy ranking him with Miltlade* AHiteU 
del, ThemiitftcleM and Cymon. To thli whim of a thou i.b' leu 
nnittitude wai adiU d all the we'iKlii ofintoreU of Alclbiade* and 
Nirla<«ati4l thobani*liment of Hyperlxilui wai dMid«id.*' The 
Atheiiiani thuuffbt the punlxbtnent of Aitractim (which torn* 
writer, I thiok, lia« called a lax upon virtue) lo lunub dligrtoad 
by a man tike Hyperboltu havlDf bsttt lut^jsQted to It, that Umt 
•iterwaftb aboUilictI H. 



IM 



I move then» till the ftorm be pat^ 
By *Thefeut' fane we wiebor fast^ 
Or etretch ut for that chapel fur 
"Where the Etunenidea bear prayer. 
Never, ao help me Jove, ahaU he. 
To mock the town, take charge of me ; 
But rather, When the wind aeta fair, 
Feaat with hia bonea the fowla of air. 
Launching the boeta, wherein conveyed 
Such wealth and atorea of eaah he made 
By f candle-wicka and chandler'a trade. 



• Tb« tcmplM oTThtMiM mi dit BooMiiMtt 
laAige tat miMwtjr ahr€$, 

t HjrperbobM li Itaghed at elinrbere ■• • finlcaalMt. 
ftr the poef*t Mtire upon • man*! otcoptCfoo W to be att^ 
ntf been ilfesijr cRpMncdt 
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ACTV. 

SCENE 1. 

AaouAcniTVB, CKonvs. 

xHgtr* A truce to the speech that ill omens 
would tesch, 
reig^i words of all blest acceptation ; 
Affidavits may cease and the courts* all in peace 

slumber qiltet without molestation, 
dttch weak joys are no more— to new blessings we 
Boar^ 
and oh ! for this blest transformation, 
So prosperous and new, ring^ the theatre through 
loud pxans of high gralulation. 
Gao. {to JIffor.) Thou star wondrous bright) 
shedding radiance and light* 
to our islands and town beneficial. 
8ay» what news dost thou note that our streets 
wide must float 
in f perfume and rites sacrificial ? 

• 

• W« ihtll liive occAilon to comider the Judicial policy of 
AUieni in the (bllowing comedy of Iho Watpt t \n what light it 
WM eoiuidered by th«n»eliret may be teen by ih« eoncludlnd 
elaoM sgainit thoie who i^iolttcd the Amphictyonie osth, and 
which tholVainerf of that oath appear to have cotuidered aiall 
that i*a« horrible : May thry never perform a pure McriAce to 
Apollo, Diana and Minerva the provident : may they be alike u^ 
gueceiiilU in war and lawiuits, and may their poiterity be ex* 
tirpAted firom the face of the earth. 

t It wai the caitom, at Atheni, on any good newi to oflbr 
Mcrifleet to the godi| nvhoie imagei were pbiied in the itceett. 

Vol, XUJU 7, 
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Agor, Demuf, tin, bjr my power, 10 tg^n Kl 
to tower 
in the rigour of youth and stem beauty; 
So hard have I toil'd, ▼apour'd, teeth'd uid pa 
boird, 
and ao well haa my oaldron done duty. 
Cho. And where does he dwell, open furtlu 
and telly 
thou man of dericea victorioui ? 
Agw, lie dwellf in the town of the violet^croi 

in Athens the ancient and glorious. 
Cho. His bearing and port deign me next 
report, 
what dress and costume say have won him? 
Let me hear, sir, and learn, that my eyes me 
may turn 
views of love and devotion upon him. 
JiifQV. In the garb of past years richly robM 
appears ; 
in those fashions and furnis all hiH pride is 
When he dinM in high state as Miltiades' mate, 

And supp'd with the wise Aristcides. 
but full view you may take — for iiark I the do 
creak, 
new •visions of glory forth sending ; 
Now clap han(U and tlii'ow out all your soul ii 
shout 
to the honour of Athens ascending. 
She appears in her praise as the ancient of dayi 
the theme and the top of high wonder \ 

* W. Schl<»gel thinki that the $cmn wb« hi*re changf^d^ sn 
Tiew of thr mtgnincmt VropylKa •uhttitatcd in pteee of i 
hiunbfe dwelling tAtbe alh'fl^orical Defnof. 
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UaiMUt' fitmost abode, hymn'd in long and in ode, 
and echoed in pealt of deep thunder. 
Cho. 0| fkr-envied town, in whose chaplet and 
crown 
tlie violeti never are blighted, 
Atheni famous and great, show thy king in his 
state, 
and let Greece own her monarch delighted! 
Agor, Splendour-deck'd, and in oils and in es- 
sences trick'd, 
see he comes and claims deep veneration ! 
He deigns in his hair the ** cicada to wear, 
breathing truce, love> and conciliation. 



SGENB n. 
Divus, CnoHus, AooBACBrTtrs. 

6ho. Hail, hail to our lord, honoured, lovM and 
ador'd, 
through Greece his aU-hallow'd dominion ! 
Transported we bring to the feet of our king 
this triumph of public opinion. 

* The AthenUini prided themielvei In tlie Idea of beinc iprnnc 
ftom the eerUi > and at an emblem of Uiii imafinanr iceneratlon 
dhey had a custom of wearing foldeu oicadie (generally tranila^ 
•4 grasthtftperi') In their hair. The Areadlanit who boaitrd 
that they exiitod before the moooi advatierd their pretence In 
the lano way by wearing roooni In their ihoci. Plato* whom 
nothing fluidfUl in the mythical talei of hii eountryroen eaoa|K 
•dfhai proweuted their elalm to antiquity at loroe length In his 
amuiiBg little dialogiw« called Critiaa.-Sse alio hh Republic, 
lib. 111. p. 449. Xdit.MSriifi6loU 



Tea 

To the pletfure and fame of our town tad il 
name 
thou baat orderM, decreed and enacted^ 
Thou hast acted and done, as achieyeinents knj 
won 
at Marathon's hi§;fa field exacted. 
Dem, Come hither, Agoracritui — my gratitude 
b tied to tbee-*-socb marvenoui amendment 
Hath this thy boUing wrought. 

^^^, O could your eye 

Reverted trace yonr former state, and actions!— 
These have not come within your scope of kaof 

ledge;— 
Had they — ^the gratitude would e'en come short. 
That ranked me next the mark of high divinity. 
JDem. And what might be this former state ? oi 
buckle thee 
And paint my former self unto me. 

^^or. Sir, 

Your bidding shall be done. This was your m 

ture : 
Did one in the Assembly speak you thus, 
(mimics) *' Demus, I am your friend — Demuf» 'ti 

you 
Alone command my love — Demua there's none 
But I takes counsel for you" — needed only 
A speech and tricksy flourishing like this. 
And straight your horns were in the air for pride 
And joy unbounded. 

Drm, Say, how far'd meantime 

The trickster ? 

^jor. He had gained hia end and niarcb'c 

Away I what should detain him to your uses ? 

A'M. And did they fool my senses thus ? 
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^gor, Vour ears 

McAiuitne went m it were on ipringf, sir, cloving 
And opening at will, like Nome umbrella. 

1km. O that my riper years should aee tbemielvei 
Prom wisdom thuH divorced ! I mourn my folly. 

Jigor. Put cane,— a brace of oralom aroie, 
And one thus utter'd him— ><* 'Tii fit we mann'd 
A fleet"— the other, «• Hira, ihc judgei mu«t not 
Curtail them of their fee"— how went the iittue P 
' Mark ! the ihip-advocate is quash'd anon — 
I«ook to the fec-commender — he huth gain'd 
Hit cause, and gone about his business presently— 
(j9 J)em,) Well may you shift your ground an<l 
bang your ears. 
Dent, My cheeks indeed pay shame for such of 
fence 
And guilt of former days. 

^gor. With you it rests not j 

Nor shall you do yourself that wrong to think it : 
Tbeir'a was the shame, that play'd upon your easi> 

ness. 
But now put case in after day — good Demus — 
Some scoundrel from the bur ahould thus address 

you. 
<*TbU culprit must be trounced— ril have that 

cause 
Nonsuited— let the judges else look to it — 
No fee, no bread for them if they refUse." — 
Should one discourse you thui, liow «hall he fare 
With you f 
Dent, The *public pit shall be his fate. 

* 

* Tha barathrum li mouit ban, a d«tp pit, where oriroiAlli 
wtra thrown at Athani. 

Z3 
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Thither sliall he be borne — and at bis neck 
1*11 tie Hyperbolus by way of make-weight. 

J^ffor, There is a smack of sense and justice here. 
What other measures for the state's good ordimmce 
Have you devis'd ? 

Dem. Who row our men of war. 

Shall win the harbour and full *pay together. 

^£ror. Many worn hams will thank you for this 
grace. 

Dem, The list which sees a citizen f enroU'd 
Shall keep it there : no grace — no innovation. 

Ji£-or, This blow will strike Cleonymus' h\ige 
buckler. 

Dem. I'll have no speeches in the Agora 
From those whose chins have not yet budded, 

^gor, ClistbeneSi 

And Straton then must use despatch, and straight 
X<ook out another school of oratory. 

Dem. My meaning rather points to those same 
sparks, 
For ever haunting the perfumers' shops. 
Who sit and chatter to this tune — ** Commend me 
{mimicking) 

* Every Atheniafi was moiT or less a seaman ; and is the tol- 
dier sometimeH worked at the oar, so the seaman, upon oect- 
sions, served by land. The pay of the seaman, like that of the 
oplite, was, at the beginning of the Peloponnesian war, two 
drachmae. (Thuc. 1. iii. c. 17.) This was found too much fbr 
the public treasury, and a reduction took place. In the cxpe> 
dition against Sicily, the state allowance to the marinen wa« 
only one drachma : (Thuc. 1. vi. c. 31.) we afterwardt ftnd AI- 
cibiades advising Tissaphemes (Thuc f. viii. c. 45.) that the 
Athenians gave but half a drachma to their sailors, and reco«- 
fnending him to reduce his allowances to the same sunrk ^ 

t See the coro^y of the Pe«ce. 
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To •Ph«ax— iwiuge me !— 'tis a man of parU— 
VerM'd in all itchool-pointi nu>«t divinely— none 
Takes firmer hold upon liis hearer— vplit me !— 
And then iuch art in hammering hii lentimenti, 
So clear, «o powerful to sway the paiuiions ! 
He*ll take them in their highent ittorm and bufFel- 

ingt. 
And— itap my vitals — lay them in a moment." 
^ffor, (mimickiti^,) A rape ! a rape ! thon'rt 
gone, thou'rt lust'^this phraie-muker 
Hath ta'en thy very sonses—Hplit my wind-pipe ! 
Ihm» Nay, they may bid farewell to law and act 
making ; 
The woodsf and fields ofier more fit diversion— 

* The Inadvertenrici of ao l«^iim(*<i • rnnn •• Caiaubon wo tu 
be mentioned wiili duo rcaptwt. PIiwrx wiii not an InitKinnry 
vohipCuarj, drawn fVom the OdyMey,  he luppoiei, but • loii 
«r KraiUtnituif who begwii pubUo 1I(V with AlciMadt^i. Phienx, 
•eeordlng to Plutarch, (hiih of Alcibindet) htd an ca»y |M<r> 
aoaiive manner of ipeaking in private C'onver«atlon, but coiihl 
not maintain a debate bffbie the people i or at Kupolii mid of 
him, he wai an eioellent talkf r but a ntoM iuipotent orator, 
(A«Xiiy 'tf^roc, V^'uyATMTATOc )^*yuv.) 'I'hr poei thei-v<brt> 
laughaatthe young eoxcombi of Athens, a« not knowing the 
diflhrtnee between true oratory and a mere flow of wonU i and 
tha tatlre li eonveycd in the atti'uied InnKiogt* of that pInm of* 
wm% whomhe Axpotea With inch admintble art in ihe Ibllow* 
Ing eomedy of the CluuiU. The dlaiuKur eailrd Sophutii, In 
whioh Plaio briuKk all hi* K>t(*>»tic itowi-ri tu bear upon (he iHiite 
IpMtUent rare of men, with an appurunt fonaeiouiiieia, ihiit 
ttvcn thoM powent aie almoit unequal tu thi* ta»k of l\illy ex* 
poilng their flitlaciuut fubtleiiei and apt'iioui d«vrpiioni. if eon- 
duetedalmuat eniiiejy in tlH> tame kind ul' phntaeology. Hce 
alio hU dialogue called Puliticua, and Xen. Mrin. I. 3. c. 1. a. 0. 
That the iplrii of the original roiglM not be eniirrly loai, I have 
ventured to aubatliute lumeof ih« terms of the dramatle fiipa of 
Charlaa the Seound'a time. 

tXha tatire of Arlatophanci ii here, as In moat other phioev, 
perfectly on the right fide. 'Ilie young men of Athena HieM 
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There let them course and hunt, or force may dfift 
them. 
^gor. Say you ? by the same token then I |^ 
you 
With this trim folding *stool, and here's at hand 
A stout and well limbM lad to bear it for you. 
Bern. My heart o'erflows — old days return. 
^g-or. None will 

Gainsay that spe«ch, when I shall |^ut a gift 
Into thy hand, which thirty years will not 
Wear out—what hoa, my lady fTruces, enter ! 
Detn, Why ! what a world of charms is shower'd 
here ! 
This lip might tempt me to a tthirty-years. 
Salute ! — those eyes — how cam'st thou by these 
beauties ? 
^gor. They were conceal'd within, and who but 
he, 
The cursed Paphlagonian, to hide them ? 
Take them and hie thee to the country instantly. 

gndually deserting the manly exercises of the field, for the et 
feminate pleasures of a town life, and for the public assembBab 
in which they valued themselves on displaying a specious, (kiit, 
and foppish eloquence, in what manner, and tmder what utastm 
acquired, we shall have occasion to see in the following eomedlf 
of the Clouds. 

* It was customary for rich men at Af hens to have a slave Al- 
low them with a stool of this kind, that thty m*gfat rest thea* 
selves at pleasure. The avaricious man in Hieophmstas stfCS 
himself this expense, by carrying with him an old mantk te 
the purpose. 

t Some females are here intrinlifed characteristically habilcit 
All early comedy is fond of allusions of this kind. In the FreMh 
morftlity, Le Iden advisi et le mat advi^e^ the present, past, Mi 
Aiture tenses of the verb /• reign^ figure as allegorical penoaSi 

% Probably an allusiou to the thirty yean truce, which wiiio 
hitft preceded the Peloponnesian war. 
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Im. And how, meantime, ahall fare the Papb- 

lagonian? 
(f #r. Tkit be hig punishment — to exercise 
i trade I leave— dwell by the city:gates, 
ling no fellowship nor soft communion — 
ply — (and that by g^ce) — the trade of Sausage-. 

vender — 
make his olios — *dog-flesh enrich'd 
h asses' meat — to know no sober moment — 
1 when he's high in wine, to make a war 
words upon his graceless nymph-companions — 
thirst, and slake his parching throat from streams 
ich first have visited the public baths — [him ? 
iB this content, or shall worse treatment bide 
}em. Nay, I subscribe to this — on such society 
sword-tongue best is drawn — there let him 

battle — 
.4[for.) For thee — thy services deserve the Hall, 
1 seat which late install'd that worthless varlet. 
:e you this robe ('tis green, and borrows name 
m frogs) you are my debtor for it — ^follow me 
i bear the same in hand — for Cleon, let now 
new pursuit see him in solemn act 
:all'd, and garb'd as best befits his office ; 
rill satisfy the strangers whom his coarse 
ronts have long been wont to mortify. 

It was the cnstom, according to the acholiast, for the lower 
dewnen to practise tricks of this kind, and thas impose upoo 

unwary. It appears, however, from Hippocrates, unpalata- 

and eren monstrous as such a dish may appear to as, that the 
h of asses, bones, dogs, and foxes was eaten without any scni' 

in Greece. Dogs' flesh, accordmg to Casaubon, was rccom. 
nded by this great physician as particularly wholesome. 
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1*itB following translation of the Clouds (the next 
in tucceiiion of the Aristophanic Comedies) is by 
the Ute Mr. Cumberland. It hubeeii too much 
admired, and, generally speaking, it is too matter" 
ly a production, to Justify the translator of the 
preceding plays in a competition, or indeed to ren* 
der another vernion of it necMtry. 
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STRipSIASES. 
PRXISIPFIDEB. 
SXRYAITT to StSSFSIAHJES. 
DI8CIPLX8 O/'SOCEATXS. 

socaatss. i 

Chorus 0/ Clovds. 

DiCAOLOGOS. 
AsiCfOLOOOS. 
PASIAS. 
AMTiaAS. 

Witnesses, 

CHJBREPUUir. 

SCENE— Axwi^i. 



THE CLOUDS. 



SCENE I. 



(Stbifsiadis f« discover ed in hit cHambert pBttnit" 
iriujcs uleepintf in hia h*d. 'JHrnCt ht^orn hvaah o/dajf.) 

Strep, {stretching and yawning ,) Ar me» ah me ! 
will this night never end P 
Oh kingly Jove, shall there be no more day \ 
And yet tlio cuck nung out long time ago \ 
I heard him — but my people lie and 8nore» 
Snore in defiance, for the ratcali know 
It ii their privilege In time of war, 
Which with itn other plagues brings this upon us, 
Tliat we mayn't rouse these vermin with a cudgel. 
There's my young hopeful too, he sleeps it through, 
Snug under five fat blankets at the least. 
Would I could sleep so sound ! but my poor eyes 
Have no sleep in them i what with debts and dunf* 
And stable-keepers' bills, which this fine spark 
Heaps on my back, I lie awake the whilst : 
And what cares he but to coil up his locks. 
Ride, drive liis horses, dream of them all night, 
Whilst I, poor devil, may go hang— for now 



. Si^ ruk 1-i.uvnii. 

rhc in«Mn* III her h»l quarter wuiim apuci*, 
VUi! m> ii«uriou« emUtora wc gtipini;. 
\% h%\ \\KMk ' A U;;hi ' hrtugf me my tublet*, hoy ' 
rh«i 1 m»y skct «h>wii »U, unJ Hiim them up. 
UehiA^creJiUink. aiul iiitercat upon intermt— 

[Hi»$ ejifir* with ii //^Ar and tabUit. 
I ef mr «cr inhere 1 am and what the tnUl— 
Tttctxr |umuil«| ti>l*aMa<— Hah ! to Pai'mt iwcWe *. 
On\ on ii. ami for whAt/— -A h«irM lumuoth. 
Ki|;:ht nt^lc b\ the mark— Cumc on «uch mark*! 
\\ «mU I had ipv'n ihU eye (turn out thU head, 
r.iv 1 had |vaid the purehaM of thi« jennet ! 

/*W««^/. Shamo on yoUp tIMiilo! Keep witluD 
your rin|^. 

5hv/Nr. rticr« *UaMhat'a It? the baiio of all my 
peaeo 
lle*» r«ritt|f in hU al«*p. 

I*^rf.il»/k A hrat'-a heat ' 
lloM nmiiy turna lo a hoat f 

.N/'v/Vf. Morr thaii enuu)(h ; 
Voir\r )(iv*n me tumrt tii pltinty--! am j:ided. 
\\\\\ \%\ luv lim— What naiiio !itan«U tiuxi tu i'nNiiti' 

« 

Ann iua\^ — lhre« |food poundrt'-iflill for ihr rare— 

* 1 ha ii>ih ttf ihp wvniK (li« imn luf rntiirrMiK iNiynwifl* 
Ai«il ukiup iMii rxc4uiiiiu NfAinii 4rbiiini w«« m umi n|>tini«<'ii< 

f tliri AibrtiMh iHUitid WM nl' ilir ^ttiur ul' tiiii- IiiiihUvI 
•li*tttt«i<r,MUil i-«tl) itliirllMlM of BlK nitull. '1 l|r potitni llilljr 1^ 
t«iiM|Miirtl at ltiffr«t iif uur'«i whirh ii\\r» Uir priiH- ni' tlir butw 
«||iiMl -ifW. 

I r^llitiH l*lHMtix, t'ui'MK* Kr, wrra Orrciim ■|ipulklHitii li'r 
atitMTti kiibiiHuiMlMuiirliiKH-lljrrf, sly-liiiu(«, IiuiifiiMiil, iVr. 

"•ililni wiM Uui «rv|i4ll Wilicii lUU rotncily w«« «rti-H, Mitl 

UlKf  U4c« ul' ItU nmiiriii tin- wmy ut'riiiiriilritprllfttg 

« AttiyHiut litatmil iit'Amiiiliii. At IfHRili ilir prrwu* 

PI wisip ^y igM^om Im^i prutrt-tril fVuui rHlkulc tiHl 
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A chariot* mounted on its wheels complete. 

Pheidip. Dismount ! unliarness and away ! 

StvrpB. I thank you j 
You liave unhnrneMN'd me : I am dismounted, 
And with a vcn^^cance — All my g^oods in pawn, 
Fines, forfeiture, and penalties in plenty. 

Phfddip. {tmkcH.) }/iy fatlier! why so restless' 
who has vcxM you ? 

Strepn. The sheriff vexes mc ; he breaks my rest. 

Phtidip. Peace, self-tormenter, let me sl^-ep ! 

StnfpB. Hlcep on ! 
But take this with you ; all these debts of mine 
Will double on your head ; a plague confound 
That cursed mutch-maker, who drew me in 
To wed, forsootli, that precious dam of thine. 
I livM ut ease in the country, coarsely clad, 
Kough, free, and full withal as oil and honey 
And store of stock could fill me, till I took. 
Clown UH I was, this limb of the Alcmacons,-!- 
This vain, extravag;unt, hifj^h-blooded dame : 
Karc bed-fellowH and dainty— Were we not f 
I, smeliinp: of the wine-vat, fi(fs and fleeces. 
The produce of my farm, all essence she.i 

* T!ie rlifiHot or ciiirirli; lirrt* tlliided to wii ImiUc f xtremely 
light, wiih n If tt fur tlio drivur, «nil whecli of « ittK^i conitriiC' 
tlon, for the met*. 'I'hr price tniirxvcl to U beiprski it Ut lisve 
httn of ilight and ilmpio workmanihip. 

t Tlif Aletntroiiidn were urio of tlir flrit flimilifi in Athctit. 
1)jr mirryiiKT Ktrpiiadct wlUi « brunch of tliU illuitriuiit nicr, 
thr p<Mt, prolmliiy, y»Uhet ui to uiutrntund (hftl ilu^ l«dy wm 
not nn lirirf»i, iind that tier rrhitloni Ibinid thrlr account in tb« 
wMlth of tbrir metu but lubitsntial lon-inlMw. 

i Htr<rp%lnd<?«,d«K!ribing the cbtrsoter of bit wlfn ti contraat^ 
«d witii hmiMtlf, myi that ib« wti V.yMnot^y^oifAivnt l«viih in 
the omtnicntf of! her penon ; a CciHyra, rtia^ vp by til the ar- 

A a '^ 



SafTroti and iiarlol'* kiitciy paint an J wwihtt, 

A pamper'd wontoti— Idle V\\ not call Iter} 

Nlic took due paini in faith to work my luin, 

Which made mc tcU her, pointing to thii cloak, 

Now threadbare on my abouldcrt — nee, goodwtiie^ 

Thin in your work— -in troth yoa toil too bard. 

[B»y Tt-miim. 
Ihtf. Maiitrr, the lamp hai *drunk up all ita oil 

Siitp9, Aye, 'iii a drunken lamp ; the more f Jailt 
ynur'i ( 
W'hrlp, you Nhnll howl for thif, 

//«^. Why f for what fault f 

Shfp9. For cramming such a greedy wick with 
oil. {Exit S9$. 

Wril ! ill griod time thif hopeful heir waa born; 
Thrti I and my bclovrd fell to wrangling 
About the tiftming of the brat— My wife 
Wotild dub Uvr colt XftnthippuJi or Chnrippuh, 
Or it Tiiig-lit be CttllipidcM, vlic car'd not 
So '(wc*rr tcqucMtrian tiio nanic—Uut 1 

lilii'*' uf ihr iiiilntr, for In "n» word CttgymfltH.) Thrtr. wen- 
iwii Mil ■iif ihi« iinmn, one the wlFr uT Alonttrun, fh« rnJier *A 
ff i»i«irpiii«,iin<lMMlrep«ii<lnhii« NirrMljr pbicrd hU wife b 
ilirlmiiity of ihr fornirr, It M*<*iiii mv«i likrjy that hit ridKuIr 
|i'iiiii«Ni ihncMer Ciriyni, ihwugh liuih wrr« CMiii|ile« equally 

HJipfHIIr. 

* A« ilir ■ni'ii'ntt ipivn lidlc capacity to tho interior of iMr 
lump*, tliny i-oiiM I'OMialn bit little oil at a time, ilmce tke 
npi-fMii)- of lia« ing a vt-Nri of tM at hand to supply ibr lamiN, 
whlrh trNin iin'N»iir ilry. n^varal iprcimeni of xhme. vatn arr 
tn lip (iMiiMl in ih«- lli^rriilanrum Miiwiim. 

1 Naiiir* rniliiif; in ifipaa or ifipitk^ anxmg tbt' Onrkt, ilKiwrd 
nc'innrrdnn «iih<*qiiPfti-iiii rank i Intirc the laiiy*i pariiuliif 
lor ilip irrm« Xantlilppiii, Cliarippiii, U^. 'fhe imtnr Plirl* 
iloniflM, which Rirrp«iailr« conirtult fur, l« derived fVoin a (»rrHi 
^'itt, liPidyitiK a tnnn mUllurd /• pargiwMy ; ihr comprmnii^ 
vfl>rr fur rhcldippMei U iv rotiirlri^ M toiult ImUi jairfifi. 



■or hU gTAndfatbcr Pheidonidci -, 

wlien niiitl&cr could prevail, tbc matter 

mpromU'd by calling iutn Pbcidippidcs : 

lie bcf^n to iondle her Kweet babe, 

cing bim by tbc' band^Laniblun^ itbe cried, 

ibou art loine years older tbou sbalt dri?c, 

ei-likc, tby cbariot to tbe city. 

n a sufi'ron mantle-^-Noy quotb I, 

my l>oy, l)ut thou tbalt drive tby goata, 

bou art able, from tbe ileldi of l*belle,* 

a woollen jacket like tby fatber : 

is deaf to all tbese frugal rules, 

ives mo on tbe gallop to my ruin ; 

>re all night I call my thoughts to council, 

cr long debate find one cliance left, 

ch if 1 can lead him, all is safe, 

-but soft : Mis time that I should wake him. 

V to soothe him to tbe ituk-^itpeahin^ in a 

oft ffcntle totie) I'lieidippides ! 

IS Pheidippides ! 

Up, What now, my fatber P 

v. Kifis mc, my boy ! reach me thino hand^ 

Up. Declare, 

'ould you P 

t. DoHt thou love me, sin'ah i speak ! 

Up. Aye, by j equestrian Neptune ! 

>t. {angrily) Name ligt him, 

.'kjr dUtrici ol' Att(r«, wliich a Virdod patlungo only m 

In thuK; tp|»ell«t|onit wliich, secordinf? to PauMnisi, 
Ipitd to Neptune hy the \mtU fbr the Nkeof Mlomtns 
tea, orcry ciiy hti! lomc ptrtkiilor dmomlnNtion ibr 
I however •(prcd hi esllinf? htm bjr one common Bp(Mel«k 
t Kquettrtsn. 



Vim'? n.if tint charioteer; lie i« my bane, 
Thri imirf^ III ill my fiiiTow — but, my won, 
It' I'lmi »\n^t jiiTr m*. pForc it by obedience. 

P'l r./t/f In whif m«Ht I obey ? 

,V'ri/ij» Krform ynirp habit a ; 
(liiii ili'MTi :it once, nnd what I shall preacribe 

riiit li'i' 

Pf'.f.'if-. \\\r\ what is it that you prescribed 

>>'.-/i.- |ii|t wijr thou rjo't ■' 

r'f't'fii* V»4. I»y llionyvi*'* 

s.r.-f, Tit MrtH jfet up' come hither, boy' 
1.1. k imt ' 
"> "n li.ttlr wii'krt ninl the hut hard by — 
puBf f^r t|it-n» ' 

/'Ait'./'i* rir«r4rly. Whit of that same hut ' 

SrrffM Why tiiat'i \\\r ri)iinril4.-hambcr of alJ 

Vli.-ri' Ml- i-hiii-,-' spirit* ilivr II, \\Iinti';|rh tliO WoHd 
rii It h ■i\*ii*4 jC""" lt ri-iTir.U'i- i\ iHir inji^htv OVCIl, 
An ! pit-n it» Ijlinuilj^ iMliSiTT'* lllf^f BTr th^'V, 
Mil « ■• in ill 'w pli:.\i|ri*< hi*\v '■» tuis* ;i i::ilj«r, 

• IS.- pw' . ni'h itii itfpiiiion li« fh ir irtrr, m«h»i '\fr jnttng 

•w^n rti\t iw. .11 I'v . ; ••■."I V-,'i,f- ; nicii ilri«»'n Imm ibat 

!•»> i-&.«iu<i •!• pii 111 .I*. iii«" |vi!i-iMi it' f!i tt'nn tli«ri in artiiil 
^«i>iiiiniii<it ^ 

f piii>;-ii.) } i.-1-i'ii, ii|irn »!i«" Tr iImm-Kv of Ar't!i^*'l|t|*, iff 
y||i.-4 -III! '••-•'■ iii-i I. •-■-mil |i « III h « pnilrviitiiial iBlmtin 
iTifj I-K-i'. i»« Vii-4 s.ii-i . p -J" -.X liii^iliiii, liimri'i. r aiaiifl h<i 

•|itth|ir«> V -Ml •f«<:it-- pi>>i|l • ii f-l'l I|t1i|i>rif l-«i| ihii' 111 Bl|ir.|f i>| a 

ii iifhi *•!••• !■• i-it'iti ' iii-i iirt I  Miii;.-! I ■{ iiMt re lUM til'' III I II 111 lor 
i i«|i >i-«i»£ intinii -. -i-n. At n i|i|<-iiii: t!|i tr.i !•• r !«• iIm- r«inillM'ill 

til • ^lirv. ,^ir •! 1 I ■•. 2 :"> Finii-.iK. «h<« n «r ihji pany 
•HMt«ii<«r •'*■ <'-«ii4|< 14 Rii ^ir.ti-k i>|iii 1 i!ir ^Ht|lhi1t« pTK-ial- 
ihii I'l.iiiiMi rn |ii rtiH'flri f-min'^ratiiiti 31 • reftrviu'r 
^ii-vn-<r\ •ii«^MmU<''i •>'* th-il trt oi mi M. 
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Pkeidip. And bow do you call tbem ? 

Streps, Troth, I know not that,* 

It thejr are men, who take a world of pains ; 

ondrous good men and able. 

PhdiUp, Out upon 'em ! 

>or roguea, I know them now ; you mean thoad 

scabs, 
lose squalid, barefoot,-]- beggarly impostors, 
le mighty cacodacmonst of whose sect 
*e Socrates§ and Chaerephon. Away ! 

* It it wortfi a remark* that to this qnefdon of tbe ion, Um 
•tie father pleads ipioraiiee, bjr whieh the poet artfully trai» 
•% the firit naming of Soeratet and Chserrphon fhmi that per- 
il, who matt hare tpoken of them reqieetfully. to him, who 
w araiounees them to the andienee with all the eontempt and 
loqny peculiar to his character. This is one amongst many 
ttaoees of the poet*s address, which the eritie cannot ftil to 
cover in this opening scene. 

I* This mode of going barefooted would have savonred of 
petation in any country ; in Athens, where sandals, it is clear 
•m anriffiit aathocs, constitnted a great part of the pride of 
»s in men as well as in women, the ringukrity was still more 
parent. The fashion, though in a mitigated form, was not ex- 
ct in tlie age of Demosthenes, who seems to have regarded its 
lerents with no great, degree of affection. 
: >Ir. Cumberland bas here exactly Anglicised the original 
rd. In the Preliminary Ditcoursc, it has b«:en put on a foot- 
: with the ftavvre diahle of the French lang^ge. The ongi- 
[ applies another epithet to the S<icratic school, expressive of 
entation and rhotlomontade. Xenophon, who, without nam- 
; Aristophanes, may be traced in his memoirs of Sorrate^ at 
ring an eye contintially upon the poet, takes mgre tliun one 
wsion of vi;idicating his great matter from this charge. In 
rm. lib. t c S. $ 5. Lib. i. c. 7f . The epithet * squalid' appli- 
to the Socratic school, might better have been rendered by the 
rd pallid. 

Chaerephon is described by Plato, Qn Charroide, p. ^S. io 
ol. p. 360.) as a man, whose warmth of temper had something 
insanity in it. His violent addiction to study brongh ton him 
•le duskiness of countenance, which in our author's comely 
:he Birds procures him the nickname of theat . 
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Streps. Hash, hush! be still; don't vent sacl 
foolish prattle ; 
But if you'll take my counsel, join their coUeg^e 
And quit your riding-school. 
PheicUp, Not I, so help me 
Dionysus our patron ! though you brib'd me 
With all the racers that Leogaras 
Breeds from his Phasian* stud. 

Streps. Dear, darling lad, 
Prythee be rulM, and learn. 
. PheicUp, What shall I learn ? 
. Streps, They have a choice of logic ; this for jus 

tice. 
That for injustice : learn that latter art. 
And all these creditors, that now beset me. 
Shall never touch- a drachma that I owe them. 
Pheidip. I'll learn of no such masters, nor b 
made 
A scare -crow and a may-game to my comrades : 
I have no zeal for starving. 

Streps, No, nor 1 
For feasting you and your fine pamper'd cattle 
At free cost any longer — Horse and foot 
To the crows 1 bequeath you. Sc be gone ! 
Pheidip, Well, sir, I have an um:le rich and no 
ble; 



•Whether the pato-zatyoi are to be undentood literally •" 
pheasants, or as hones so destlribed,is a disputed point with the 
grammarians Leogons was fkmous for his breed of hones ; he 
was also a notorious glutton ; his character of coune accords to 
each interpretation. I have inclined to the latter, as thinking 
it more in character of the spe <k«'r ; and as I find the country 
on the banks of the Phasis ce!ebrated for its breed of horses, I 
jirefbc that comtructioii to any other. 
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Megacles'will not let me be unhorsed ; 

To him I go : I'll trouble you no longer. [Exit, 

Streps, (aione,) He has thrown me to the ground, 

but I'll not lie there ; 

I'll up, and, with permission of the gods, 

Try if I cannot learn these arts myself: 

But being old, sluggish, and dull of wit, 

Ho-^' am I sure these subtleties won't pose me ? 

W ! I'll attempt it : what avails complaint ? 

Why don't I Imock and enter? — Hoa! within 

there! — 

(Knocks violently at the door,) 



SCEJSTB II.* 

Disciple (half-opening' the door.) Go, hang your 
self! and gives the crows a dinner — 
What noisy fellow art thou at the door ? 

Streps. Strepsiades of Cicynna, son of Pheidon. 

Disciple. Whoe'er thou art, 'fore Heaven, thou 
art a fool 
Not to respect these doors ; battering so loud, 
And kicking with such vengeance, you have marr'd 
The ripe conception of my pregnant brain, 
And brought on a miscarriage. 

Streps. Oh ! the pity ' — 
Pardon my ignorance : I'm country bred 
And far a-field am come : I pray you tell me 
What curious thought my luckless din has stran- 
gled, 

* Vbe scene cbin^ to th« luunMe maniion of Soeratet . 
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Just as your brain was batching. 

Disciple, These are things 
"We never speak of but amongst o^uMetves. 

Streps, -Speak boldly then to me, fbr I am come 
To be amongst you, and partake the secrets 
Of your profound academy. 

Disciple, Enough! 
I will impart, but set it down in thought 
Amongst our mjrsteries — ^This is the question. 
As it was put but now to Cbserephon, 
By our g^eat master Socratea, to answer — 
How many of his own lengths at one ^ring 
A flea can hop — for we did see one vault 
IVom Chserephon's black eye-brow to the head 
Of the philosopher. 

Streps, And how did t'other 
Contrive to measure this ? 

Disciple, Most accurately : 
He dipt the insect's feet in melted wax. 
Which, hardening into sandals as it coolM, 
Gave him the space by rule infallible. 

Streps. Imperial Jove ! what subtilty of thought ' 

Disciple, But there's a deeper question yet 
behind ; 
"What would you say to that ? 

Streps. I pray, impart it. 

JMsciple. 'Twas put to Socrates, if he could say, 
When a gnat humm'd, whether the sound did isMie 
From mouth or tail. 

Streps, Aye ; many, what said he ? 

Disciple. He ssdd your gnat doth blow hb 
trumpet backwards 
From a sonorous cavity within him, 
Whicbi being filled with breath, and forc'd along 
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The narrow pipe or rectum of his body. 
Doth yent itselif in a loud hum behind. 

Strept, Uah ! then I see the podex of your gnat 
Is trumpet-fashion'd-^Oh ! the blessings on him 
For this discovery ; well may he escape 
The law's strict scrutiny, who thus deve lopes 
The anatomy of a gnat. 

Duciple, Nor is this all ; 
Another grand experiment was blasted 
By a curst cat. 

Streps, As how, good sir ; discuss ? 

DUciple, One night as he was gazing at the 
moon. 
Curious and all intent upon her motions, 
A cat on the house ridge was at her needs. 
And squirtedl in his face. 

Streps. Beshrew her for it ! 
Yet I must laugh no less to think a cat 
Should so bespatter Socrates. 

Disciple, Last night 
We were bilk'd of our supper. 

Streps. Were you so ? 
What did your master substitute instead ? 

Disciple. Why, to say truth, he sprinkled a few 
ashes 
Upon the board, then with a little broach, 
Crook'd for the nonce, pretending to desciibe 
A circle, neatly filch'd away a cloak. 

Streps. Why talk we then of Thales ? Open to 
me. 
Open the school, and let me see your master : 
I am on fire to enter — Come, unbar ! 

{The door of the School is unbarred.- 7%c So- 
cratic scholars are seen in various grotes^e 

Vol. XJLin. B b 
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situations gaud poaitiotu, StrepnadeSf lad 
signs of astoTushment, draws bach a pace 
Pwoy then exclaims) 
Hercules, defend me ! who are these ? 
What kind of cattle have we here in view ? 
Disciple, Where is the wonder ? What do thi 

resemble ? 
Streps. Methinks they're like our Spartan p 
soners, 
Captur'd at Pylos. What are they in search oi ? 
Why are their eyes so riveted to the earth ? 
Disciple. There their researches centre. 
Streps. *Tis for onions* 
They are in quest — Come, lads, |^vc o'er yo 

search ; 
1*11 show you what you want, a nibble plat, * 
All round and sound — but soft ! what mean the 

gentry. 
Who dip their heads so low ? 

Disciple. Marry, because 
Their studies lead that way : They are now divii 
To the dark realms of Tartarus and Nig-ht. 
Streps. But why are all their cruppers mount 

up ? 
Disciple. To practise them in star-g^ing, ai 
teach them 
Their proper elevations : but no more : 
In, fellow-students, in : if chance the master cot 
And find us here — 

{addressing himself to some of his felloxo-atuden 
■who were crovding about the nero-comerf) 

• He had before said they were like the Lacedsroonwn pi 
sonen, emaciated and half-itarved ; he therefore aupposn tbe 
on the search for food, and not for sciciice. 
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Sinpt, Nay, prythee let 'om itay, 
And be of council with me in my buiineu. 

JMteiph, ImpoMible i they oaimot g*ive the tlm*. 

Htvtpi, Now fbr the love of Ueav'n, what hav« 
we here f 
Explain their umh to me. 

JMtciple. rhiMinuchiue {ob9e^'^4}%ffthe appm^atw'^ .) 
It for aiitronomy— 

Sti*tipt. And thia P 

JHtciple. Fop geometry. 

Stvept. Aa how f 

JDitcipUi, For meaauring the earth. 

S$r0pa, Indeed ! 
IVhat, by the lot ?t 

Ditciph, No, faith, air, by the lump ( 
Kv'n the whole globe at once. 

S$r§p8. Well laid, in troth. 
A quaint device, and made for general uae.^ 

* The Mvenih ohii|it«r in th« tburth book ol' Xtnoplian'i 
MemoraMlw Mami to li»vct bomi fViiiiiril t'ur th(« purpoH' of iiif>«(- 
Ini^ lh« rldldiilf thrown ii|m>n ihu mtroitomioiil himI ftrametrioal 
imnulti of ao«rN((*i. Xi'iio|*huii ii«vt*r moutluni th« name of 
ArtttophiinM, but in«ny ptM««irHi in hU work* ahuw that ** th« 
Cloud«**orih(it puct wtite» ni'ver «mt of hU mind. Hli ■lluiluni 
!• iliti phiyaro iilw«y« miulo wiih iho utnioic good humour. 

t IMnoo Ch« roituriiiloii of ihp d«mo«r«cy of Poiicloi, oonque^ 
Ml hmd hiid ht* (>ii oommonly ilividod mnuiig the puoror olUit«ni| 
III* divUlon bitlnf in«d«i hy lot, ouloniri of ihU kind wttiv oftllvd 
'^V/t' «• 9l^lfi. Tbit ihii iiiodi!> of prooi oding did not muob 
piMie Um nolffhliourf or rivili of the Athcnliiu, tvta boor. In 
PaiMrf . p. 147. 

I Thh U nut qutcff eorrtet tnnalittoni nor doM It lufTlpliinUy 
•xprtM tlu> ily hit ol' ihti orlginul at the inordliiiitn Krft*diit<^ii of 
Uia AibeiiJtni, whloh f laipad at iht poiMuloB of Um wholo 
fiobii. 
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JXidple, Look now* this line mgt\M the 
ferenee 
Of tlie wfac^ eartli, d'ye lee — ^Thit spot is i 

Sirtpi, Athens ! go to, I tee no courti 
ting; 
llierefore I can't believe you. 

DUdple. Nay. in truth. 
This very tract is Attica. 

Strep9. And where. 
Where is my own Cicynna ? 

DUdpIe. Here it lies : 
And here's Eubcea* — Mark ! how far it nil 

Strep§, How far it runs ! Yes, Pericfes ha 
Bun far enough from us — Where's Lacedi 

JHtdple. Here ; close to Athens. , ^ 

8trepB» Ah ! how much too close — 
Prythee, good friends, take that bad n< 
from us. 

Disciple. That's not for us to do. 

Streps, The worse luck yours ! 
But look ! {casting up his eyes) who's this i 
ed in a basket ? (Socrates is disi 

Disciple, (with solemnity) Himself. Th< 

• Mr. CaBBberfamd hat falsified the hiitorieal fket 
Thueyd. 1. i. p. 114.) he hat mined a plaj of wocdt, y 
little eonte<|aenee, and lott a trait of national c)|anict 
it alwayi of eontequenee» The word, which the Socrai 
■ppliet to the geometrical extension of Eubcea, Strei 
plit« to the extennon of tribute impowd upon that 
PCridM after Ut chastiteroent of it for embracing the 
■etian party. Streptitdet unites the deraocraticai am 
t^e widi Pericles, at the efficient causet of this exi 
tribute. 

t TlifiK words, like the ttvrof f^» of the Pythagorei 

the usoal Tenevstiai of the Greek disciple for his ma 
gvestflflbdt. 



fVlljl^CLOUDB. 293 

Sitep9. The hx ? what hb ? 

JDhciple. Why, Socrates. 

Strep; Hah* Socrates !—(^o the scholar) Make 
up to him and roar. 
Bid him come down ! roar lustily. 

Disciple. Not I : 
Do it yourself: I've other things to mind. [Exit, 

Streps. Hoa ! Socrates — What hoa, my little So- 
crates ! 

Socr. Mortal, how now ! Thou insect of a day« ^ 
IVhat wouldst thou P 

Streps, I would know what thou art doing. 

Socr, I tread in air, contemplating the sun. 

Streps, Ah ! then I see you're basketed so high. 
That you look down upon the Gods — Good hope, 
You'll lower a peg on earth. 

Socr, Sublime in air. 
Sublime in thought I carry my mind with me, 
Its cogitations all assimilated 
To the pure atmosphere, in whi<:h I float ; 
Lower me to earth, and my mind's subtle power]^^ 
Seiz*d by contagious dulness, lose their spirit ; 
For the dry earth drinks up the generous sap. 
The vegetating vigour of philosophy. 
And leaves it a mere husk. 

Streps. What do you say ? 
Philosophy has sapi your vigour ? Fie upon it. 
But come my precious fellow, come down quickly^ 
And teach me those fine things I'm here in quest 
of. 

Socr, And what fine things are they ? 

Streps. A new receipt 
Por sending off my creditors, and foiling thcipA 
By the art logical 4 for you shall know 

B b 3 
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By debts, pawns, pledges, usuries, executiont» 
I am rackt and rent in tatters. 

Socr. Why permit it ? 
"What strange infatuation seized your senses ? 

Streps. The horse-consumption, a deYOurin^ 
plague I 
But so you'll enter me amongst your scholars. 
And tutor me like them to bilk my creditors, 
Kame your own price, and by the Gods I swear 
I'll pay you the last drachm. 

Socr. By what Gods ? 
Answer that first ; for your Gods are not mine^ 

Streps. How swear you then! As the B3'ian- 
tians swear 
By their base iron* coin ? 

Socr. Art thou ambitious 
To be instructed in celestial matters. 
And taught to know them clearly ? 

Streps. Aye, aye, in faith. 
So they be to my purpose, and celestial. 

Socr. If 1 bring you to a conference 
With my own proper Goddesses, the Clouds r 

Streps. 'Tis what I wish devoutly. 

Socr. Come sit down ; 
Repose yourself upon this couch.f 



* The aniwer of Strepsiades will be mtde more hiteliig{ble 
by obterving. that the forkner s|ieech of Soeiatei wouM haTe 
been rendered more correctly, by tnuulating ** Godi are uot cot^ 
rent coin with n»e." 

t Here commences, with the omission of the very important 
epithet *' sscred" attached to the " couch*' of the original, aa 
almost entire negkct by Air. Cumberland of a very tiBfobr 
part of die Socratic chaiacter, which grew out of hti early at- 
tachment to the occult iciencet, P^ niach in rone anioiMr the 
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Sirep9, *Ti8 done. 

Sbct. Now take this chaplet— wear it. 

StrepB. Why this chaplet ? 
WouM'st make of ine another Athamasy* 
And sacrifice me to a cloud ? 

Socr. Fear nothing ; 
't is a ceremony indispensable 
'- 1 OUR initiations. 

Streps. What to gain? 

Socr, (instead of the siicred meatf -which toaa throvn 
on the sacrificed victim, a basket of stones is show^ 
ered on the head of Strepsiades,) 
l^will sift your faculties as fine as powder. 
Bolt 'em like meal, g^ind 'em as light as dust ; 
Only be patient. 

Grade philotophen. When we find both Plato and Aristophanes 
agree in attaching a considerable degree of mysticism to this 
aingolar person, we may be sure that there were some grounds 
for such a proceeding. In the original, this part of the Socratic 
character is generally announced by a change of metre, and 
'Wieland, in hu translation, has admirably kept up with his ori* 
ginal. All the pomp and solemnity of magical incantation come 
over the mind in tiie beautiful metres of the Greek and Ger. 
nan languages, which in the cold stiff iambics of Mr. Cumber* 
land, are ntterly los^ The character of Strepsiades is entirely 
redeemed by the exquisite metrical harmony, in which his jokes 
«re delivered; and instead of the course hardness which thel 
English dress throws over it, it rises into the most perfect legiti- 
mate style of poeticftl buffoonery. It is not very agreeable to 
make the<e strictures on a writer, who, where masculine vigour 
and strength alone are required, has done all that could be 
wished for Aristophanes ; but every reader of the original, will, 
I feel sure, agree in their truth. 

* The poet plays upon a tragedy of Sophocles, then current 
in everybody's mouth; the story of which had been taken out 
oC the fabulous and romantic history of this old Boeotian prince. 
In the play Aihamas is to ' ^ sacrificed to the gods, and like 
other victims he is led to itar with a chaplet on his head. 
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Streps, Truly, you*ll go near 
To make your word* good ; an' yon pound me thai, 
You'll make roe very duat* and nothing else. 

Socr. {auundf^ aU the magical eoltmmty and tern 
of voice of an adept,) 
Keep silence then, and listen to a prayer. 
Which fits the gravity of age to hear— 
Oh ! Air, all powerful Air, which doat enfold 
This pendant globe, thou vault of flaming goMt 
Ye sacred Clouds, who bid the thunder roll. 
Shine forth, approach, and cheer your suppliant's 
soul! 

Streps. Hold, keep 'em off awhile, till 1 am ready. 
Ah ! luckless me, wou'd 1 had brought my bonne^ 
And so escap'd a soaking. 

Socr. Come, come away ! 
Fly swift, ye Clouds, and give yourselves to view? 
Whether on high Olympus' sacred top 
Snow-crown'd ye sit, or in the azure vales 
Of your own father Ocean sporting weave 
Your misty dance, or dip your golden urns 
In the seven mouths of Nile ; whether ye dwell 
On Thracian Mimas, or Moeotis' lake. 
Hear me, yet hear, and thus invok'd approach ! 

Chorua of Clouds, {The scene is at the remotest 
part of the stag'e. Thunder is heard. A large 
and shapeless Cloud is seen floating in the air; 
from -which the foUorwing song is heard.) 
Ascend, ye watery Clouds, on high. 
Daughters of Ocean, climb tne sky. 
And o'er the moi^itain's pine-capt brow 
Towering your fleecy mantle throw: 
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Thence let us scan the wide-stretch'd scene. 
Groves, lawns, and rilling streams between. 
And stormy Neptune's vast expanse. 
And g^rasp aU nature at a glance. 
Now the dark tempest flits away. 
And lo ! the glittering orb of day 
Darts from his clear ethereal beam. 
Come let us snatch the joyous gleam. 

Socr, Yes, ye Divinities, whom I adore, 
I bail you now propitious to my prayer. 
Didst thou not hear them speiJL in thunder to me ? 

Strep9» {kneeling; and, -with variou8 act* of buf- 
foonery, ajfecting terror and embarraaameniJ) 
And I too am your Gloudships' most obedient. 
And under sufferance trump against your thun- 
der: — 
Nay, {turning to Socrates,) take it how you may, 

my frights and fears 
Have pinch'd and cholick'd my poor bowels so. 
That I can't chuse but treat their holy nostrils 
With an unsavory sacrifice. 

Socr. Forbear 
These gross scurrilities, for low buffoons* 
And mountebanks more fitting. Hush ! be still. 
Last to the chorus of their heavenly voices. 
For music is the language they delight in. 

Chorua of Clouds, {approaching nearer,) Ye 
Clouds, replete with fruitful showers. 
Here let us seek Minerva's towers, 

* In the origUuil, comk wrilert, Aristophanes borrows the 
eontemptuous hmgoage, m which the philosophers were accos. 
tomed to speak of the writers for the stage, whose inflaence with 
the people they beheld with the utmost indignation. 
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The cradle of old Cecrops' race. 
The world's chief oraament and grace ; 
Here mystic fanea and Htea* divine 
And lamps in sacred splendour shine i 
Here the Gods dwell in marble domes, 
Feasted with Coiitly hecatombi^ 
That round their votiye statues blaze* 
Whilst crowded temples ting with praise ; 
And pompous sacrifices here 
Make holidays throughout the yean 
And when gay spring*tinie cones again^ 
Bromins eonyokes his spordve tnio^ 
And pipe and song and choral dancef 
Hail ^e soft hours as they advance, 
Sifep9, Now, in the name of Jove, 1 pmy thet 
tell me 

Who are these ranting dames, that talk in stilts f 

Of the Amazonian cast no doubt. 
^Socr. Not so, 

No dames, but Clouds celestial, friendly powers 

• The Eleusinian Mysteries* nrnv TiAiT>»K, as Isocrttes will* 
•ome boMneu hintt at themi i»c ot /uiri^cvii: ^n^i rt rn: th 
^m T«A«wT«f, K*j TH av/ufrnvroe eutayo?, 'tiSinc rxc iXfrd*; 
i^aa-ty. In Paneg. 108. Ed, 

t The original appliea more to the songi than the dances of 
the choruses ; the whole b applicable to the spring t'esiival, «be|> 
plays were exhibited. 

X Many readers, says Wieland, will, perhaps, be displeased 
fond it will be an error very pflrdonable in them, sincf a scholar 
like Mr. Cumberland has stated the same opinion) at finding the 
urapie ignorant Strepsiades stepping out of his chancier, as be 
does through the whole of this scene, and ap|icaring to know 
things, which might be presumed to lie far beyond his reath. 
But independently of the liberties, which the Old Comedy ftUuW> 
ed itself, and the little regard paid by it to consisteury of cka- 
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To men ofiluggiih parts ( fh>in thefe we draw 

Sonte, apprehention* Tolubilityi 

Wit to oonftite, and ounninf to enanare. 

Strep9. Aye, therefore twaa that my heart leapt 
within me 
For reiy sympathy when ftrit I heard 'em t 
Kow I could prattle ahrewdly of ftrat cautea, 
And spin out metaphyaie cobwebs Anely, 
And dogmatise most rarely, and dispute 
And paradox it with the best of you t 
So, come what may, I roust and will behold 'em i 
Show me their facea^ I oot^Jure you. 

Soer, Look, 
Look towards Mount Fames* aa I point— There, 

there ! 
Now they descend the hill \ I see them plainlyt 
At plain as can bo. 

Strept, Where, where ? I prythee, show me. 

Socr. Here ! a whole troop of them thro* woods 
and hollows, 
A bye-way of their own. 

8trep9, What ails my eyes. 
That I can't catch a glimpse of them ? 

Soer, Behold! 
Here at the very entrance— 

iMtfr, it m«r Ha olncrvrd, in eomplate JuitiHottion of ih« ■ii' 
liior. thit ibe nt^nr •pproidi iml thf* lonx* of tli« Cloutfa, the 
Yirt)1ai4«<l dlTinlitri of Hocrairi •nd hi* hiiti|(«'n'On. throw th« 
old iMftiitit into R lorl ofnympholrpvy— ho Uiiii btcoitira t* li^vil- 
«?dabuv«hlmiHl, unU, iimlvr tho intliieneo of ihli inipirdilon. 
bwakioQt Into n tniiiiof (hought, vhkh.ooiin^trd.Ai it ii, in 
tlui Rto«t tN!iiutitUI vrrae. mtkoc it ono of iho bapplMt Konc* in 
tbt whol« pl»y. 
*Ofit of tbo mounMlni in ths Mighbourhood of Athcm. 
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Streps, Never trust me. 
If yet I see them clearly. 

Socr, Then you must be 
Sand-blind or worse. 

Streps. Nay, now by father Jove, 
I cannot chuse but see them — precious creatures ! 
For in good faith here's plenty and to spare. 
( Chorus of Clouds enter.) 

Socr. And didst thou doubt if they were god- 
desses ? 

Streps. Not I, so help me ! only I'd a notion 
That Uiey were fog, and dew, and dusky vapour. 

Socr. For shame ! Why, man, these are the nurs- 
ing mothers 
Of all our famous sophists, fortune-tellers. 
Quacks,* med'cine-mongers, bards bombasticaly 
Chorus projectors, and star interpreters. 
And wonder-making cheats — The gang of idlers. 
Who pay them for their feeding with good store 
Of flattery and mouth-worship. 

Streps. Now I see 
Whom we may thank for driving them along 
At such a furious dithyrambicf rate. 
Sun-shadowing clouds of many-colour'd hues, 

* The group Socratei here gtvea ui of cloud-inspired worthiei 
has great comic point; it is the reply of Bophistry to conunoa 
sense, which had struck upon the truth in a very natural sola* 
tion of tlieir properties, supposing them to beyii|i; and vtfpmar* It 
is an answer so contrived as to recoil upon himselC 
• t This rant is glanced at the dithyrambie writers, whose co ■• 
positions appear to have made part of the amusements of the 
Dionysian Festival. Wielaud thinks that they were sung bf 
ambulant troops, who accompanied ihem, in a wild and fimlie 
liuumt;r, with choral dances. 
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Air>rending tempests, hundred-headed Typhons ; 
Now rousing, rattling them about our ears. 
Now gently wafting them adown the sky, 
Moist, airy, bending, bursting into showers ; 
For all which fine descriptions these poor knaves 
Dine daintily on scraps.* 

Socr. And proper fare ; 
What better do they merit ? 

Strepf. Under favour. 
If these be clouds, (d'you mark me ?) very clouds. 
How came they metamorphos'd into women ? 
Clouds are not such as these. 

Socr. And what else are they ? 

Streps, Troth, I can't rightly tell, but I should 
guess 
Something like flakes of wool, not women, sure ; 
And look ! these dames have noses.f — 

Socr. Hark you, friend, 
I'll put a question to you. 

Streps. Out with it ! 
Be quick : let's have it. 

• Mr. Cumberlanrl does not appear to have known wliat were 
considered the deiicncies of an AUienian table; or he would 
otherwise have seen that the dithyrambic writers did not dine on 
trraps. On ihc contrajy, these tnrgid poems introduced them 
to the tables of the rich, and to such delicacies as were to be 
fbiiod in slices of the large sea-pike^ and the flesh ofthnuhes^ivan' 
viefl which, as the answer of Socratea implies in the original, 
were ill-desei-ved fur snch bombastival performances. 

t Wieland explains (his as a joke upon the persons composing 
the Chorus. Their masks, prwided with large noses, would have 
• monstrous nppearanco to a close spectator ; while^ to a distant 
one, they would be in exact proportion. A laughable description 
•f the enormous proportions of the tragic actors is given by La- 
cian in his treatise on dancing* 

Vol. XLIH. C c 
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Socr. This it is, in short — 
Hast thou ne'er seen a cloud,* which thou coold'st 

fancy 
Shap'd like a centaur, leopard, wolf or bull ? 
Streps. Yea, marry, have I, and what then ? 
Socr, Why then 
Clouds can assume what shapes they will, believe 

me; 
For instance ; should they spy some hairy clown 
Rugged and rough, and like the unlick't cubf 
Of Xenophantes, straight they turn to centaurs. 
And kick at him for vengeance. 

Streps. Well done. Clouds ! 
But should they spy that peculating knave, 
Simon,t that public thief, how would they trea 
him? 
Socr. As wolves— *in character most like his owt 
Streps. Aye, there it is now ; when they saw Ck 
onymus, 
That dastard runaway, they tumM to hinds 
In honour of his cowardice. 

Socr. And now, 
Having seen Cleisthenes,§ to mock his lewdness 
They change themselves to women. 

• Whatever region Aristophanes inhabits for the time, whetlie 
the earth, the air« or the regloiu below, ha generally contrires t> 
elicit a species of humour, peculiarly appropriate to thetitui 
tinn. The metaphysical wit, in the present scene, besidet its ii 
genttity, appears to ha\e a |>erfect local propriety. 

t Hieronymui, the dithyrambic poet, son of Xenophantes, i 
here aimt-d at. 

X Simon the sophist is sntirized also by Eupolis for hit gra 
and notorious pul>lic frauds. 

$ Cleisthtnes was a character to contemptibly effemhmte, an* 
vicious witlkai, tint the impurity of his mannert became prom 
bial. 
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UlrepM, Welcome, ladies ! 
Imperial ladies, welcome ! An' it please 
Your Highnesses so far to grace a mortal. 
Give me a touch of your celestial voices. 
Chor, Hail, grandsire ! who at this late hour of 
life 
Would'st go to school for cunning ; and all hail* 
Thou prince pontifical of quirks and quibbles, 
Speak thy full mind, make known thy wants and 

wishes ! 
Thee and our worthy Prodicus* excepted^ 
Not one of all your sophists have our ear : 
Him for his wit and learning we esteem, 
Theef for thy proud deportment and high looks. 
In barefoot beggary strutting up and down, 
Content to suffer mockery for our sake, 
And carry a grave face whilst others laugh, [tliis, 
Strept. Oh ! mother earth, was ever voice like 
So reverend, so portentous, so divine 1 

Socr, These are your only deities, all else 
I flout at. 

Strept, Hold! Olympian Jupiter — 
Is he no god ? 

Socr, What Jupiter ? what god ? 
Prythee no more— away with him at once ! 

Strept, Say'st thou i who gives us rain ? answer , 

me that. 
Socr. These give us rain } as 1 will straight de- 
monstrate : 

* A Amoiu lophbt. 

t llietr Tcnes mtrked oot to the ipeettton (in»ny of tbero, 
it mu«t be i emembered, ttnngtn from mtkm* |Mrti of Owew) 
the penon, whom, perhaps without knowing hit ntme, they had 
leen thout the itcfcti and pubiit pUeei of Athem. 
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Come on now — ^When did you e'er see it rain 
Without a cloud ? If Jupiter gives rain, 
Let him rain down his favours in the sunshine. 
Nor ask the clouds to help him. 

Streps, You have hit it, 
'Tis so : heav'n help me ! I did think till now. 
When 'twas his godship's pleasure, he made witer 
Into a sieve and gave the earth a shower. 
But, hark'ye me, who thunders ? tell me that ; 
For then it is I tremble. 

Socr. These, these thunder. 
When they are tumbled. 

Streps. How, blasphemer, how ? 

Socr. When they are chirg'd with vapours full t§ 
the' bursting. 
And bandied to and fro against each other. 
Then with the shock they burst and crack amain. 

Streps. And who is he that jowls them thus to- 
gether 
But Jove himself ? 

Socr. Jove ! 'tis not Jove that does it. 
But the actherial vortex. 

Streps. What is he ? 
1 never heard of him ; is he not Jove ? 
Or is Jove put aside, and Vortex crown'd 
King of Olympus in his state and place ? 
But let me learn some more of this same thunder. 

Socr. Have you not learnt ? I told you how the 
Clouds, 
Being surcharg'd with vapour, rush together. 
And, in the conflict, shake the poles with thunder. 

Sti-eps. Let that pass, 
And tell me of the lightning, whose quick flash 
Burns us to cinders ; that, at least, great Jove 
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Keeps in reserve to kunch at perjury ? 

Socr. Dunce, dotard ! were you bom before the 
flood 
To talk of perjury, whilst Simon breathes^ 
Theorus and Cleonymus, whilst they, 
Thrice-perjur'd villains, brare the 1 i ghtning's stroke. 
And gaze the heav^ unscorchtP Would these es- 
cape? 
Why, roan, Jove's random fires strike his own fane. 
Strike Sunium's guiltless top, strike the dumb oak. 
Who never yet broke faith or falsely swore. 

Strep*. It may be so, good V>oth ! You talk this 
well: 
But I would fain be taught the natural cause 
Of these appearances. 

Socr. Mark when the winds. 
In their free courses check'd, are pent and purs'd 
As Hwere within a bladder, stretching then 
And struggling for expansion, they burst forth 
With crack so fierce as sets the air on fire. 

Streps, The devil they do ! why now the murder's 
out : 

Chor. The envy of all Athens shalt thou be, 
Happy old man, who from our lips dost suck 
Into thy ears true wisdom, so thou art 
But *wise to learn, and studious to retain 



* Mr. Cumberlnnd, not aware of tbe force of the word ^^'jv- 
«7ir»c* •» the TO tdLKttTToc^oy « t» "^vx^* or the fxti KH/uyuc, 
fitly ttWK fJLni* ^fi^m^ by whieh the persevennee and pati- 
t-Dce of Socmtet, in d^ernif; hb gratuitoai lecturet about the 
straett and pabfic plaees of Athens leeni to be diaracterizcd, hat 
irantlaCed this passage much too gravely, and, as usral, without 
any reference to the playful metre in which the description ia 
coQTeyed. The reader will easily perceire, that the true import 

C C 2 
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Wlnt thou hMt learnt; paticBt to bear tlie bkrvf 
And buffeu of bard Ibttuie; to peimst, 
Doingr or Miffering ; firmly to abide , 
Hunger and cold, not caarai% vbere to dinet 
To drink, to iport and trifle time away ; 
But holding tint for best, which best becomes 
A man who means to carry all things through 
Keatly, expertly, perfect at all points 
With head, hands, tongue, to force his way to lor- 
tune. 

Strep9. Be confident ; I give oysdf for one 
Of a tough heart, i^atchful as care can make me, 
A frugal, pinching fellow, that can sup 
Upon a sprig of sairory and to bed ; 
1 am your man for this, hard as an nnriL 

Soar. 'Tis well, so you will ratify your fidth 
In these our deities — Cbaos and CiAms 
And Sr&ccfl — to these and only these adhere. 

Strtpn. If from this hour henceforth I ever viLSte 
A single tliought on any other gods. 
Or give tbem sacrifice, libation, incense. 
Nay, even common courtesy, renounce me. 

f'hor. Speak your wish boldly then, so shall you 
prosper 

of the vhole tpeeefa if, " Be, in ihort,anodier Soentet,** ani itet 
it UlbCf that view of thf Socratie ehanetrr, in vhieh k vooM ap* 
pear to a gay man of tb#- worlds no advocate for onaeeeaMfy ab> 
ctioenee. a Mimbrv carnage, and vhat appeartsd an aflbeisd n> 
coirraee to the fathioni of the o4d time* ; and who, as ym ta> 
met allege, wanting eleratkMi of mind to eoa*pr»-Jiend the ■»• 
tires which actuated Soeratet. mw only a Mmrae of rafieak '■ 
the perpetoal toconiotjon which ihej engendered, and ia the 
hardy ff«jx>e of body which was cultivated as a 
nient for carryioi; those iniemtoni into eflbct. 
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As you obey and worship us, and study 
The wholesome art of thriving. 

Streps, Gracious ladies, 
I ask no mighty favour, simply this — 
Let me but distance every tongue in Greece, 
And run 'em out of sight a hundred leng^s. 
Chor. Is that all ? there we are your friends to 
serve you ; 
We will endow thee with such powers of speech, 
As henceforth not a demagogue in Athens 
Shall spout such popular harangues as thou shalt. 
Streps, A fig for powers of spouting ! give me 
powers 
Of nonsuiting my creditors. 

Chor. A trifle- 
Granted as soon as ask'd ; only be bold. 
And show yourself obedient to your teachers. 

Streps. With your help so I will, being undone, 
Stript of my pelf by these high-blooded cattle. 
And a fine dame, the torment of my life. 
Kow* let them work their wicked will upon me ; 
They're welcome to my carcass : let 'em claw it. 
Starve it wkh thirst and hunger, fry it, freeze it,t 



* The metre, which through the whole of the preceding dit- 
logoe ii of » very different kind in the original from that nied hy 
Mr. Condierland, here changei into one itill more phyful. 

t It may not be unimportant to remark, that a word it here 
oButted, which expretaea the willingneu of Streptiadet to give 
up his caream to the dirt ai^d filth, as well as hardy primtions of 
hit future teaehers. All the ideas of the poet on the Socratic 
chazaeterare evidently formed upon exteriors, and show that he 
had very little, knowl^ge of the inner Soerates ; or rather, that 
tSoeratet had not yet redeoned the revolting parts of his charao> 
ter by that mixture of great qualities and endowments, which 
have 10 mtt^ commaoded the attention of potteiity. 
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K%y, flay the very skin off; HU thetr own t 

80 that I may but fob my crediton, 

Let the world talk ; I care not though it call lae 

A bold-facedf loud-tongued, overbearing bully ( 

A shameleiiv vile, prevaricating cheat ; 

A tricking, quibbling, double-dealing knave ( 

A prating, pettyfogging limb o' the* law ; 

A aly old fox, a perjurer, a hang-dog, 

A ragamuffin made of shreda and patchea^ 

The leaving! of a dunghill.— Let 'em rail. 

Yea, marr>, let 'em turn my guta to fiddle-fftringi. 

May my bread b^ .^y poifon ! if I care.* 

CAor. This fellow hath a prompt and daring ipi- 

rit— 
i^^e hither, air ; do you perceive and feel 



* TMf torrent of terras, netrly, If not quito lynottTmow, nj» 

Mr. Cumberiand, aprakinf ol hit own tnuilation, fomit one of' 
the nio«t curiuui patugrt in thi« very linijfuliir author, and it 
luch a tpecimcn of the versatility and variety of language, as 
almost defies translation. 

It it not more ceruin that the above ' torrent of terms* d» 
flet direct translation, ihnn that Mr. Cumberland has not 
given any thing like synonymous terms for the original. The 
pleasure derivrd from the Greek text (and the English reader 
must not ex|M*ci to partici|>Mte in all (he pleasures of the scholar) 
appears to nrise from three sources ; from JMxta*position or ing^ 
iiioiis eompotiiiofi, wh*fh our language does riot admrt, as in the 

hOt%Oi ; from the application of words in a sen«c for which they 
were not intended, and making tMhui eharncteristies of thoughts^ 
as m tlie n-^u/u», /uuc-^aoc, T^o<pic ; or from images derived 
fVom o1:rfeeU familiir to Athenian minds, but for which we have 
nothing correspondhig, as in the y/^otott **>« KtoroiKof and the 
KVfjiiiCf the first applying to the dirty leaiings of oil employed in 
Che baths, the second to the noisy casunets which regulatet? the 
movements ofthe indecent confab, and the third to the tablet 
v'bicb regiiteKd the erimfautl statatcs of Athent. 
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WbAt great and glorioui fame you ihall acquire 
By this our schooling of you ? 

Sirep§, What, I pray you ! 

Chor, What but to live the tnvy of muixkind 
Under our patronage P 

Strepi, When shall 1 lee 
Those halcyon days f 

Chor, Then shall your doors be throng'd 
With clients waiting for your coming forth, 
All eager to consult you, pressing all 
To catch a word ft*om you, with abstracts, briefs, 
And cases ready drawn for your ' -tinion. 
But come, begin and lecture this old fellow ; 
Sift him, that we may see what meal he's made of. 

Socr, Hark ye, let's bear what principles y*^ 
hold. 
That these being known, I may apply such tools 
As tally with your stuff. 

Strepi, Tools ! by the gods ) 
Are you about to spring a mine upon me P 

Socr, Not so, but simply in the way of practice 
To try your memory. 

Strept, Oh ! as for that. 
My memory in of two sorts, long and short : 
With them that owe me aught, it never fails * 
My creditors indeed complain of it. 
As mainly apt to leak and lose its reck'ning. 

Socr, Hut let us hear if nature hath endow'd you 
With any grac% of speaking. ^ 

Strept, None of speaking, 
But a most apt propensity to cheating. 

Socr, If tliis be all, how can you hope to learn i 

Strepi, Tear me not, never break your head far 
that. 
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Socr. Well then be quick, and when I ^eak of 
things 
Mysterious and profound, see that you make 
No boggling, but — 

Streps. I understand your meaning ; 
You'd have me bolt philosophy by mouthfula^ 
Just like a hungry cur. 

Socr. Oh ! brutal, gfross 
And barbarous ignorance ! I must suspect. 
Old as thou art, thou must be taught with stripes : 
Tell me now, when thou art beaten, what dost feel ? 

Streps. The blows of him that beats me I do 
feel; 
But having breath'd awhile I lay my action 
And cite my witnesses ; anon more cool, 
I bring my cause into the court, and sue 
For damages. 

Socr, Strip off your cloak! prepare. 

Streps. Prepare for what? what crime hare I 
committed ? 

Socr. None ; but the rule and custom is with us. 
That all shall enter naked. 

Streps. And why naked ? 
I come with no search-warrant ; fear me not ; 
I'll carry nought away with me. 

Socr. no matter ; 
Conform yourself, and strip.* 

* Tlie poctj who sec /'IS to hold all tlie supentitiont ceremonie* 
ofthe heathen religion in contempt, makes Socrates in &ist upon 
Strepsiades stripping himself naked before be can be admitted of 
his school, because such was the practice of those, who were ini- 
tiated into the Sacred Mynteiie*. The down, who does not see 
the drift of this injunctioo, excuses himself from obeying it by 
saying he does not come like those, who are sent upon the 
search for stolen goods, and who by law were obliged to enter all 
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Streps. And if I do, 
Tell me for my encouragement to which 
Of all your scholars will you liken me. 

Socr. Tou shall be call'd a second Cbxrephon. 

Streps. Ah ! Chxrephon is but another name 
For a dead* corpse — excuse me. 

Socr. No^ more words : 
Pluck up your courage, answer not, but follow : 
Haste and be perfected. 

Streps. Give me my dolef 
Of honey-cake in band, and pass me on ; 
Ne'er trust me if I do not quake and tremble 
As if the cavern of Trophonius yawn'd. 
And I were stepping in. 

Socr, What ails you ? enter ! 
Why do you halt and loiter at the door ? 
(^Socrates and Strepstades enter the mansion of the 
former.^ 

Chor. Go, brave adventurer, proceed ! 
May fortune crown the gallant deed ; 
Tho' far advanced in life's last stage. 
Spuming the infirmities of age. 
Thou canst to youthful labours rise. 
And boldly struggle to be wise. 

floch houses naked, ond so to go out of them, that their wamnt 
might not be made a pretence for pluoderhig the ownen. 

* Aristophanes gpnerallymakiishimielf merry with the pale* 
Bess and meagre body of this pupil of Socrates. See the Wasps 
and the TlMn. Cha^rephon tras distinguished fjor a sort of half* 
crary devotion to Socrates. 

t In the ceremonials of Trophonius's cave, honey-cake was tn 
indispensablf* oblation fo th«? prophetic dragon under gfiound. 



Vt, who »r'- here Byxtctalon of our icene,' 

ffiv« ni«: your patience to a few plaun words. 

And by my patron Hsicchuft, whose 1 am, 

J swear they shall he true onc5— Gentle friemlif 

So may I pr^rtper in your fair e^tcefn, 

As I ti'zcWr*: in tnith that I was movM 

To t'ri.dtr joii my fornier comedy. 

Ah dccn.irijr it the best of all my works, 

And yon I'sJudgtH worthy of thut work, 

Whidi I h:id uTMjght with my best care and palni : 

Hut fools wrre found to thrust me from the stap, 

And vou, whf^Me better wisfiom should have sav'd 

me 
Vrom thui most • ilc cabal, permitted it ; 
Tor whi';h I M*<'d'» mu^t chid**, yet not sosharj#K' 
As t** br-'-ak off'iVoin such approvM {foo*J fricn'S: 
N'l, y>H liJiV'r o^-'-.n my |,ttlr'Mr» from all tirn'*, 
Kv*;i lo ffiV h.'H'.-ljMii issue ; wIimi J rlroj/i. 
My !iriri'lirij( ;iJ ; oi.r rlofir to bl'l'; firr ■sharr,'; 
Ol Ml' . V, !»'> f;ull''i li«'!'«i' If ;i rriaidr. ri nj«isr-, 
Vo'i ';b:ir''':t!il\ *ook ih«; foiind iti^ in, 
A'i'l '.';i\f i* Ao.tl.v tialri,ii;c. No'.v, b'.Iioi'!. 
'I I.'.-' ''.'■•■.* >'\ r'*fii'-'lv,' l-.l'-' h-a-lik«-, 

• I hit a'l'Jr- M, if. \\ |iri-tiiriii';. wa* )|j'>ki-ri \,y ih»- rhonjiori 
rh*- |riir( 'if ih- aiiMi'ir, yui\ |if'/!iulj|y L> <jii«- wi-xrinif liii miilu I 
thiiiL i'. ■• <-:•*.>- t'j i.iit](i»tkiiii li i iiiMivf t for t)i*: ifiirviuetKin uf 
il hi K't wtiiUt ih<' fertKtii (/I ili<- coffi(-fl) I* »Ul|H•rlf1^«l, »riii in iLn 
#tai:'- oi iM iir'.j^r***!. i*i|i«-r ili:iii -jt a ifrrij- fjuc iM-lorv. tlv; upttuttg 
of thf pl'->. uli' II til': rniiiiU ol ihf:;tiidii'nci- riii;;l.r liavt l«xfi Wii 
fatO'iruM} i)n|j(j»f-fl to r« rii\»- u. lnyui*.tusi >HfHt tlii; iiitcRit 
%*hi«li th»- |ir*-(-<<liii^ »<r<-ii'-» wmlil mturilly « n-tilf-, Ij** now vn»- 
uirti K»-niIy toetiKHlulaUr Hiiltihirn ujioii the hanl in-ftiiMsit 
hit rorio'-r rounuly of th«- ( l<iiiih Ittd rm-i with, tifMtir:ainig that 
|K-rforrrifeiir«-, j«-i tu-Uuliy <-h»r);iiif( ii« iiii>»rriaf^- ii|iori a caba), 
whfMt? i^rioniK.i- arifi ui|ii%tirr- ih< y had no %\tHn-m. 

t It it alfjKMt tinncct-tury to riK-ritiou, that an alfiitkin ii bem 
made to tb<: Ch'K-vUore ut' i%AcUYlui, wfu-rc Klr^frs recofnjiri 
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ComcBoii the learcli if she perchance may fliul 
Some recofi^nition of a brother loit, 
Thouf(h but a relic of hia well-known hair. 
Hccmly and modeit the appears before you ; 
Not like our stage buifoons in slmg^^y hide 
To set a mob a-rouring ; she will vent 
No foolish jests at baldness,* will not dunce 
1'he* indecefit cordax i we have no old man 
Arm'd with a stafl' to practise manual jokes 
On the by-standers' ribs, and keep the ring 
For them who dunce the chorus : you shull see 
No howling furiesf burst upon the sluge 
Waving their torches ; other weapons 
Than the muse gives us we shall not employ, 
Nor let ah me^ ah ma /\ sigh in your ears. 
Yet not of this I boaftt, nor tliat I scorn 
To cuter for your palates out of scraps 
At second or third hund, but fresh und fair 
And still originul, as one, who knows, 
When he has done a good dited, where to stop i 
And, having levcll'd Cleon to the ground, 
Not to insult hiscarcuiis, like to tliose 
Who, having once run down Hypcrbotus,^^ 

H lo< k of litir, found on her Ikilifi'i gmvc, to bo the Imir oi' Iter 
broihfr, 

* 'I'hU U • ri'toit upon Eiipolii, Mflio h«d (ikon ocomioii to 
riiliciilo Arlttopliint** fur w ptior • rt-sioa «• liii Uriit^ iNtld* 
hti«fl(f(l. Vnrioui other nMuiioni are herti trinde to tome lost 
l»i«c<fi ornntlqiiiiy, by thu pottt'ii rkali* Kii|Mili«, Crntiimi, fkc. 

t iKtchylui WNi iniilot Iti • heavy fliin ilir hitroduchinr hli cho* 
rui of (\irici srnicd with (Wry lorvhvi. 

I lit) ifiyi (glNtielng si ihti h) poeliondriae pliiloiopher*) that I10 
wHl not wMry his audlviMM) with the mournful repotitioui of 
tov ! tou ! 

\ Soni« «e«o(int of ihii turbulent dcmsvoKoe hat been firen in 
the eomrdy of the Knifhtif 

Vol. XLlIf. D d 
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Poor devil I mouth and mangle without mercy 
Him and his mother too ; foremost of these 
Was Eupolis, who pilfer'd from my rouse. 
And pass'd it for his own with a new name,* 
Gu^ty the more for having dashM his theft 
With the obscene device of an old hag 
Dancing the drunken cordaz in her cups. 
Like her Phrynichus feign'd to be devour'd 
By the sea-monsterf — Shame upon such scenes '. 
Hermippus next HyperboHj^d amain, 
And now the whole pack open in fiill cry, 
Holding the game in chase, which I had rous'd. 
If there be any here, who laugh with these, 
Let such not smile with me ; but if this night 
Ye crown these scenes with merited applause. 
Posterity shall justify your taste. 

Sendchorus. Great Jove, supreme of Gods, and 

heav'n's high king, 
First I invoke ; next him the Trident's lord, [der. 
Whose mighty stroke smites the wild waves asun- 
Ahd makes the firm earth tremble ; thee from whom 
We draw our being, all-inspiring Air, 
Parent of nature ; and thee, radiant Sun, 
Thron'd in thy flaming chariot, I invoke, 
Dear to the gods and by the world ador'd. 

Chorus of Clouds, Most grave and sapient judges, 

hear the charge. 
Which we shall now prefer, of slights ill brook'd 
By us your wrong'd appellants : for whilst we, 

* The name of Enpolis's stolen play is mentioned in the text 
(Marieaut :) the olyect of imitation was the Knigbts of Anuo- 
phanes. 

t A woman devoured by a sea monster, seems to have b(>eii a 
favourite spectacle on the Greek stage. Plato, the comic wriiei*. 
bad sometiuDg of the kind in his Cleophone. 
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The patronesses of your state, the Clouds, 

Of all the powers celestial serre you most. 

You g^celess mortals serve us not at all ; 

Nor smoke, nor sacrifice ascends from you. 

But blank ingratitude and cold neglect. 

If some rash enterprise you set on foot. 

Some brainless project, straight with rain or thun^ 

der. 
Sure warnings, we apprise you of your folly : 
"When late you made that offspring of a tanner. 
That Paphlagonian odious to the gods. 
The general* of your armies, mark how fierce 
"We scowl'd upon you, and indignant roU'd 
Our thunders intermizt with flashing fires ; 
The Moon forsook her course, and the vest Sun 
Quench'd his bright torch, disdaining to behold 
Cleon your chief, yet chief that Cleon was, 
(For it should seem a proyerbf with your people, 

* The reader ii already acqaamted with the acfaierementt of 
Cleon*s generalship through the mediuni of our author*! Dema- 
gogae: The present pass-ige, fto doubt, alludes to some violeiit 
tempest, (an occurrence by no means uncommon in the climate 
of Greece,} which took place about the time of Cleon's app<Miit« 
inent to the command of the army in lliraeeb 

t It it less to a proverb than to one of the old Athenian mythi* 
eal tales, that Allusion is here made. In the celebrated oontett, 
which took place between Minerva and Neptune for the presi« 
dency over Athens, the former, it is well known, was victoiious. 
Irritated at his defeat, the god of the sea pronounced a cuneover 
the city, which had been the object of their strife ; and in virtne 
of this imprecation, measures ill planned and ill advised were to 
be the common characteristics of Athenian politics. The god- 
dess had the power of correcting, though not of altering this ten* 
tence. By her decree, the opiniom which dhreeted measures 
were to be no tests of the consequences which should attend 
them ; or rather, the success of meaiwret wn to be invenely 
as the wisdom whidk sufgeited them. 
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That measures badly taken best succeed :) 
But if you'll learn of us the ready mode 
To cancel your past errors, and ensure 
Fame and good-fortune for the public weal. 
You have nought else to do, but stop the swallow 
Of that wide-gaping cormorant, that thief 
Convicted and avow'd, with a neat noose 
Drawn tight and fitted to his scurvy throat. 

Semichorua, Thou too, Apollo, of thy native isle, 
Upon the Cinthian mount high thron'd, the king, 
Hear and1)e present ! thou, Ephesian goddess. 
Whose golden shrine the Lydian damsels serve 
IVith rich and costly worship ; thou, Minerva, 
Arm'd with the dreadful xgis, virgin queen. 
And patroness of Athens ; thou, who Mold'st 
Divided empire on Parnassus' heights. 
Lead hither thy gay train of revellers. 
Convivial god, and thus invok'd approach ! 

Chorus, As we were hither journeying in mid- 
wa? 
We crost upon the Moon,* who for a while 



* When the poet, laya Mr. Cumberland who it here ■peftlunc 
in hia own person, indulges himself in such a vein of dar- 
ing ridicule, it would be hard to suppose that he was seriouslj- 
employed to fix the charge of impiety upon Socrates, for the pur* 
pose of bringing him to trial. 

Mr. Cumberland indulges in some further ohserrations to the 
same purport; but of the real object of the Chorus, he does nut 
seem to have the least suspicion. The humour of it is derived 
from the reformation, then taking pUce in the Athenian calen* 
dar, by the celebrated astronomer Meton. The year first known 
to the Greeks had been what is called the Lunar year, between 
which and the Solar year, as is well known, there is a difference 
of eleven days; and this difference in a period of seventeen 
years of course amounted to 187 days. The months then became 
necessarily inverted ; the whole calendar was deranged, and fe«- 
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Held us in conrerse, and with courteous greeting; 
To this assembly charged us — This premisM, 
The tenor of our next instruction points 
To angfer and complaint for ill returns 
On your part to good offices on her's. 
First for the loan of her bright silyer lamp 
So long held out to you, by which you've sav'd 
Your torch* and lacquey for this many a night. 
More she could name, if benefits ayail'd ; 
But you have lost all reckoning of your feasts. 
And turn'd your calendar quite topsy-turvy ; 
So that the deities, who find themselves 

tivals, which ought to have ftllen in the Sammer months, by the 
Almanack became doe in Winter. Meton propoied to rectify 
this serioat ineonvpoienee by inierting an intercalary month at 
the end of erenr thhrd, fifth, eighth, eleventh, thirteenth, sis* 
teenth, and nineteenth year. This cycle, comprising 235 lana- 
tions, would neeessarliy bring the moon and sun into the same 
felatire position, as they were in at the commencement of the cy- 
cle, and it was accordingly adopted. In such a town as Athent, 
where the people were much more dtstinguiAed by their loqiia> 
city and acuteness, than by their attainments in the sciences, or 
a capacity fbr applying to them, sudi a proposal was not likdy 
to be made without exciting a great deal of eonversation and. 
party-feeling at the time. The ingenioas promulgator of the 
cycle itself; it is probable, did not behave with all becoming mo^ 
desty on the occasion, or Aristo|riianes perhaps had occasion to 
know, that, like many other of his eountrynen, who set np fbr 
profietrncy in the more exact sciences, he was only strutting in 
borrowed pinmes, and was taking praise to himself for the in* 
rention of a system, the credit of which was mate due to the 
Bgyptians, the grt- at teachers of the Oreekt on all these points. 
It was most probably to some feeling of this kind that Meton is 
indebted for the flagellation which is bestowed up(m him in our 
author's comedy of the Birds. 

* The conviviality of the Athenians made the torch a very 
necessary appendage to their supper-parties, and the plays of 
Aiistophanns show the abundant use which was made of it. It 
was with a view to promote temperance and sobriety that the 
SpatCaa lawa absolutely forbade the use of torches at pJght. 

D d2 



318 TBI CLOUDS. 

Bilk'd of their dues, and supperless for lack 
Of their accustom'd sacrifices, rail 
At her poor Modn, and vent their hungry spite. 
As she were in the fault; whilst you, forsooth. 
Maliciously select our gala days. 
When feasting would be welcome, for your suits 
And criminal indictments ; but when we 
Keep fast and put on mourning for the loss 
Of Memnon or Sarpedon, sons of Heaven, 
Then, then you mock us with the savoury odour 
Of smoking dainties, which we may not taste : 
Therefore it is, that when this year ye sent 
Your deputy Amphictyon to the diet,* 
(Hyperbolus forsooth) in just revenge • 
We tore away his crown, and drove him back 
To warn you how you slight the Moon again. 

* On the subject of the Amphictyonic Diet, see Prideiux*s 
Treatise on the Oxford Marbles, Leland*s Preliminary Discourse 
to his History of Philip, King of Macedon, Mitford*s History, v. 
i. and Le Jeune Anacharsis, t. iii. Every Grecian state, which 
had a seat in this important confederacy, sent to its meetings 
two deputies, one of whom bore the name of Pybigore, the other 
, the appellation of Uieromnemon ; indicating that his office was 
more particularly to superintend all concerns of religion. In 
honour of this holy office, tlie Hieromnemon appears to have 
been distinguished by the privilege of wearing a chaplet during 
the sitting of the diet, and of returning to his country with this 
honorary distinction on his head. A storm of wind, it seems, 
had accidentally torn this chaplet from the head of Hyperbolus ; 
and, as the Clouds profess to have taken this vengeance in com* 
pliment to the Moon, it is probable that Hyperbolus had made 
himself conspicuous by affecting to patronize Uie new astronomi- 
cal system. 
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SCENE III. 

SotsATES, {coming out of the house in violent indig- 
nation,) Sthspsiades, Chobus. 

Socr. O vivifying breath, xthereal air. 
And thou profoundest chaos, witness for me 
If ever wretch was seen so gross and dull, 
So stupid and perplext as this old clown, 
Whose shallow intellect can entertain 
No image nor impression of a thought ; 
But ere youVe told it, it is lost and gone ! 
'Tis time however he should now come forth 
In the broad day — What hoa ! Strepsiades — 
Take up your pallet ; bring yourself and it 
Into the light. 

Streps. Yes, if the bugs would let me. 

Socr, Quick, quick, I say ; ^et down your load 
and listen ! 

Streps. Lo ! here am I. 

Socr. Come, tell me what it is 
That you would learn besides what I have taught 

you; 
Is it of measure, verse, or modulation ? 

Streps. Of measure by all means, for I was fobb'd 
Of two days* dole i' the measure of my meal 
By a damn'd knavish huckster. 

Socr, Pish ! who talks 
Of meal ? I ask which metre you prefer, 
Tetrameter or trimeter. 
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Streps. I answer — 
Give me a pint pot.* 

Socr. Yes, but that's no answer. 

Streps, No answer ! stake your money, and lH 
wager 
That your tetrameter is half my pint pot. 

Socr. Go to the gaUows, clodpate, with your 
pint pot ! 
Will nothing stick to you ? But come, perhaps 
"We may try further and fare better with you — 
Suppose I spoke to you of modulation ; 
Will you be taught of that ? 

Streps. Tell me first. 
Will I be profited ? will I be paid 
The meal that [ was chous'd of? tell me that. 

Socr. You will be profited by being taught 
To bear your part at table in some sort 
After a decent fashion ; you will learn 
Which verse is most commensurate and fit 
To the arm'd chorus in the dance of war. 
And which with most harmonious cadence guides 
The dactyl in his course poetical. 

Streps. The dactyl, quotha ! Sure I know that 
well. 

Socr. As how? discuss. 

Streps. Here, at my fingers' end ; 
This is my dactyl, and has been my dactyl 
Since I could count my fingers. 

tSocr, Oh ! the dolt. 

* There was a certain measure, as near as possible to onr pint, 
which die (Treeks dealt out dailj of meal to their slave*. To 
this Strepsiades alludes when he says he was defrauded of two 
measures, and to this humorous mal-cntcoda he oliatiDMely 
inheres through the whole scene. 
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/>«. I wInU to be no winer in tlieie mntteri.* 
■. Wimi then f 

pt. Wliy tlicn, ieuch me no other art 
c fine art of cozening. 
■. Ciranted { ttill 

is Nome proviout malteri at for initance 
ondei'M male and femalef — Can you name 
them ? 

pM, I were a fool elie — Theie are masculine i 
)ull, ij^oat, do(;;, and pullet. 
'. TIktc you're out : 
is male and female. 
pH, Tell me how P 

•. Cock and hen pullet — So they ihould be 
nam'd. 

p9. And to they thould, by the Rthercal air ! 
i hit it ; for which rare diicovery, 
dl the meal thii cardopui containi. 
■. Why there again you lin agalnit the gen- 
dem, 

1 your bolting-tub a cardopuf^ 
% that mancuiine wliicli ibould be fem'nine. 
pH, How do I make my bolting-tub a male \ 
. Did you not call it cardopUM } Ai well 
ight liuve callM ClconymuM a mam 
1 your hulling-tub alike belong 
ihcr Hex, believe me. 

Ii i« tu excellent tnawtir on tlir part of eommon ■enie to 
t uuprotltiibic «ntl p«Nl«ntio triflinK. 

i«t ilie letding ulOrcc of attack in thit comadjr wait hai 
rti«dy ihowii. Uel'ure tho reader conclude* too haiilly on 
KiulbiHty of luch a man ai Hoeratei deiconding to tba 
\% and uontenie dUplayed in tliii icene, ho will do well 
ult the IMatonlo dialogue, called Craiylm. 
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Sirept, Well, my trough 
Shall be a Cordopa, and he Cleonyma ; 
Will that content you ? 

Socr, Yes, and while you live 
Learn to distingfuish sex in proper names. 

SirepB. I do ; the female I am perfect in. 

Socr, Give me the proof. 

Streps, Lynlla, she's a female ; 
Philinna, and Demetria, and Cleitagom. 

Socr, Now name your males. 

Streps, A thousand — as for instance^ 
Philoxenus, Melesias, and Amynias. 

Socr, Call you these masculine, eg^eg^ous dunce ? 

Streps, Are they not such with you ? 

Socr. No ; put the case. 
You and Amynias meet — how will you greet him ? 

Streps. Why, thus, for instance— ^Hip ! holla! 
Amynia ! 

Socr. There, there ! you make a wench of him 
at once. 

Streps, And fit it is for one who shuns the 
field;* 
A coward ougfht not to be call'd a man ; 
Why teach me what is known to all the world ^ 

Socr. Aye, >vhy indeed ^ — but come, repose 
youi'self. 

Streps. Why so ? 

Socr. For meditation's sake ; lie down. 

Streps. Not on this pallet, 1 beseech you, sir ; 
But if 1 must lie down, let me repose 
On the bare earth and meditate. 

• Thig Amynias «eems to Icire hod his full share ornhuse Tnim 
tbe cumit- poets ot hit time : Rupolit, Cratet, and our author, in 
various parts, liettuw it very plt-ntiftilly. 
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Socr. Away ! 
There's nothing but this bed will cherish thought, 

Strept, It cherishes, alas ! a host of bugs. 
That show no mercy on me. 

Socr, Come, begin, 
Cudgel your brains and turn yourself about ; 
Now ruminate awhile, and if you start 
A thought that puzzles you, try t'other side. 
And turn to something else, but not to sleep ; 
Suffer not sleep to close your eyes one moment. 

Streps, (after a conHdertible pmtte,) Ah ! woe is 
me : ah, woeful, well-a-day ! 

Socr. What ails you ? why this moaning? 

Streps. I am lost ; 
I have rous'd the natives* from their hiding holes ; 

* Bfr. Camberland*! tuual spirit of cmulatioii it ie«ii in the 
Teniun, though, nut in the metre of this little passage ; and it 
was not his fault, that he has not been able to mark the play of 
tfrords, with which the nice inflexions of a Grecian actor*s Toiee, 
no doubt, slipped into the difference between Ctri-et (the trouble 
•onie tenants of the Socratic bed) and Corinthians (the trouble, 
some Itid active enemies of Athens.) The latter part of the 
original,' however, deserves a short remark, to show that it fur- 
nishes, peliiaps, one of the nearest approaches to the moderft 
rhyme, of any thing which antiquity has left lis. 

X9U T«t( TThWUglti ^<tg(S'xn^itO'tVf 

iLti Tag og^ug i^tKKHO'tv, 

Ktt TOV 'rgODKTOV S^tO^U'Tir}tO'tYf 
KU /U* ctTTOKltO-lV, 

JUiterallr, as far as metre is concerned. 

Side and side- bone these are trying. 
Heart and vituU those nre plying. 
Into secreu these are prying; 
Gasping— panting— faincing— signing; 
Help and aid ! (or I am dying. 
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A colony of bugs in ambuscade 

Have fall'n upon me : beUy, back, and ribs. 

No part is free : 1 feed a commonwealth. 

Socr, Take not your suiTerings too much to heart. 

Streps. How can I chuse — a wretch made up of 
wants! 
Here am I penniless and spiritless, 
Without a skin, Heav'n knows, without a shoe ; 
And to complete my miseries here I lie. 
Like a starved sentinel upon his post. 
At watch and ward, till I am shrunk to nothing. 

(A pause of some duration.) 

Socr. How now; how fare you? Have you 
sprung a thought ? 

Streps. Yes, yes, so help me Neptune i 

Socr, Hah ? wtiat is it ? 

Streps. Why I am thinking if these cursed ver- 
min 
Will leave one fragment of my carcass free. 

Socr. A plague confound you ! 

Streps. Spare yourself that prayer; 
I'm plagued already to your heart's content. 

Socr. Prythee don't be so tender of your skin ; 
Tuck yourself up and buff" it like^a man : 
Keep your skull under cover, and depend on't 
'Twill make your brain bring forth some precious 

project 
For furthering your good-fortune at the expense 
Of li'tle else but honesty and justice. 

Streps. Ah ! would to Heav'n some friendly soul 
would help mc 
To a fine project how to cheat the bugs 
With a sleek lambskin. (.-2 long pau9€,) 
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Socr. M'hepeabouts, I trow. 
Sits the wind now ? What ails yoa ? are you dozing ? 
Streps. Not I, by Heaven ! 
Socr, Can you start nothing yet ? 
Streps, Nothing, so help me. 
Socr. Will your head breed no project. 
The' nups'd so daintily ? 

Streps. What should it breed ? 
Tell, me, sweet Socrates ; give me some hint. 
Socr. Say first what 'tis you wish. 
Streps. A thousand times. 
Ten thousand times I've said it o'er and o'er^— 
My creditors, my creditors — 'Tis them 
I would fain bilk. 

Socr. Go to ! get under cover. 
Keep your head warm, and rarefy your wits 
Till they shall sprout into some fine conceit. 
Some scheme of happy promise : sifl it well. 
Divide, abstract, compound, and when 'tis ready. 
Out with it boldly. 

Streps^ Hiseraljle me ! 
Would 1 were out ! 

S9cr. Lie still,* and if you strike 
Upon a thought that baffles you, break off 
From that entanglement and try another. 
So shall your wits be fresh to start again. 

Streps, {not attending to what Socrates is saying.) 
Hah ! my dear boy ! — My precious Socrates ! 

* Socntes^s instructioDfl for loliciting; the inspinitioii of some 
toddea Uiought, are a banter upon tbe pretended vUiont and 
communications with dsemona of the sophists and philosophers ; 
trieks brought by them out of Egypt and the East, which served 
to knpoie upon tbe credulous and vulgar. 

Vol. XLnt E e 
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Soqr. Whftt would'st thou, gaffer ? 

Streps. I have sprung a thought, 
A plot upon my creditors. 

Socr, Discuss! 

Streps. Answer me this — Suppose that I sbould 
hire 
A witch, who some fair night shall ruse a spell, 
Whereby I'll snap the moon* from out her sphere 
And bag her. 

Socr, What to do ! 

Streps, To hold her fast, 
And never let her run her courses more ; 
So shall I 'scape my creditors. 

Socr. How so ? 

Streps, Because the calculations of their usuiy 
Are made from month to month. 

Socr, A gallant scheme ; 
And yet methinks I could suggest a hint 
As practicable and no less ingenious — 
Suppose you are arrested for a debt. 
We'll say five talents, how will you contiive 
To cancel at a stroke both debt and writ ? 

Streps. Gramercy ! I can't teU you how off hand j 
It needs some cogitation. 

Socr. Were you apt, 
Such cogitations would not be to seek; 
They would be present at your fingers* ends. 
Buzzing alive, like chafers in a string. 
Ready to slip and fly. 

Streps. I've hit tlie nail 
That does the deed, and so you will confess. 

* Mr. Cumberland says, that in this project for arrettiof lk« 
moon, the poet seems to glance at Pythagoras. 
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ocv. Out with it ! 

trrf>H. Good chance but you have noted 

rctty toy, u trinket in the ihopii 

ich being riglitly licld produceth fire 

1) thingH combuHtible — 

ncr, A burning glaM, 

ynrly callM — 

irepH, You arc right ; 'til so. 

tcr. Proceed ! 

irrp9. Put Uie caac now your whorefon bailifT 

comes, 
tvB mc his writ*'^!, standing thus, d'ye mark 

me, 
ic sun's stream, measuring my distance, guide 
focus to a point upon his writ, 
off* it goes in fumo! 
^cr, Jly the Graces ! 
wittingly devis'd. 
rcpn. I'lic yQvy thought 
lis five talents cancc^'d at a stroke 
es my heart dance for joy. 
icr, Jiut now again — 
rcp8. What next P 

av. Suppose ^oui'seK'at bar, surpris'd 
a Hult, no ivitncshrH tit hand, 
judge prc])ai^d to puMS decree against your- 
' will you parry that ? 
'rcp9. Ah (juick us thought— 
icv. Hut how ? 

rcpH. incontinently hang myself, 
baulk the suitor — 



t mu»t \Hi I'cmcBiUfrcd, thtt documenti ui' ihU kind wert; in* 
led on CttUlci of'wux. HU, 



328 THE CLOUDS. 

Socr. Come, you do but jest., 
Streps. Serious, by all the gods! A man that' 
dead 
Is out of the law's reach. 

Socr. I've done with you— 
Instruction's lost upon you : your vile jests 
Put me beyond all patience. 

Streps. Nay, but tell me 
What is it, my good fellow, that offends thee ? 

Socr, Your execrable lack of memory. 
Why how now ; what was the first rule I taugii 
you? 
Streps. Say'st thou the first ? the very first — ^whi 
was it? 
Why, let me see ; 'twas something, was it not ? 
About the meal — Out on it ! I have lost it. 

Socr. Oh thou incorrigible^ old doating bloc] 
head. 
Can hanging be too bad for thee ? 

Streps. Why there now. 
Was ever man so us'd ? If I can't make 
My tongue keep pace with your's, teach it tli 

quirks 
And quibbles of your sophistry at once, 
I may go hang — I am a fool forsooth — 
Where shall I turn ? Oh gi*aciou8 Clouds, befrien 

me, 
Give me your counsel. 

Chorus. This it is, old man — 
If that your son at home is apt and docile. 
Depute him in your stead, and send him hither. 
Streps. My son is well endow'd with nature 
gifts. 
But obstinately bent against instruction. 
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f^honta. And do yoii sud'ei* it f 
Stvtfp». Wliat can 1 do f 
He's a fine full-grown youth, a dashing fellow, 
And by the mother's side of ooble blood i 
ril f«cl my way with him — but if he kicks, 
llefall what may, nothing sh«ll hinder me 
But I will kick him headlong o\it of doors. 
And let him graze e*en where he will for mc— 
Wait only my return i I'll soon dispatch. [Exit. 

Chor. " Highly favour'd shRlt thou be, 
*• With gif^ and graces kept in store 
'f For those who our divinities adore, 
** And to no other altars bend the knee : 
** And well we know the' obedience shown 
*' By this old clown dcriv'd alone 
** From lessons taught by thee. 
*' Wherefore to swell thy lawful gains, 
** Thou soon shalt skin this silly cur, 
** Whom thou hast put in such a stir, 
'* And take his plunder for thy pains : 
" For mark how often dupes like liim devine 
'« Projects that only serve to' enrich the wise." 



SCENE IV. 

StAKpsiadis, (comiuff out oflUt houue to IU» Son, 
vtho ttandu at the dooi\) I'hkiuippxoks. 

»Strep9» Out of my bouse ! I call the Clouds to 
witness 
^ou shnU not set a foot witlun my doon. 

Ec2 



Go to your Lord Meg^cles ! Get you hence. 
And gnaw his posts for hunger. 

Pheidip, Ah, poor man ! 
I see how it is with you. You are mad. 
Stark mad, by Jupiter ! 

Streps, You swear by Jupiter !• 
Why then I swear by Jove there's no such god- 
Now who is mad but you ? 

Pheidip, Why do you turn 
Such solemn truths to ridicule ? 

Streps. 1 laugh 
To hear a child prate of such old men's fitbles; 
But list to what I'll tell you, learn of me. 
And from a child you shall become a man— 
But keep the secret close, do you mark me, close ; 
Beware of babbling. 

Pheidip. Heyday I what is coming ? 

Streps. You swore but now by Jupiter 

PJieidip. I did. 

Streps, Mark now what 'tis to have a friend like 
me — 
I tell you at a word there is no Jupiter. 

Pheidip. How then ? 

Streps. He's off; I tell you for truth- 
He's out of place, and Vortex reigns instead. 



* This and the folIowiiiK: speech are put a little too leiioaily 
by Ml*. Cumberlai d. Th«' following comes more near« I believe, 
to the seir<conceit, with which the clown chuckle* oVer lut new* 
ly>acqaired wisdom. 

Streps, {laughing.) By Jupiter] 
Come, that's u g;oud one, faitli. By Jupiter ! 
And at your «ge! by .'u|»iter indeed! (lau:;hingx)€efferoysi!f.) 

FheUiip. {gravely.) And whereas the pieaiantry, I aak ? 
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Pheidip, Vortex indeed ! What freak has caught 
you now ? 

Streps. No freak, *tis fact. 

Pheidip. Who tells you this ? 

Streps, E'en Socrates the Melian, 
And Chserephon, the flea philosopher. 

PheiSp, And are you so far gone in dotage, sir. 
As to be dup'd by men like them, fellows 
.Whose bile has overflowM them ? 

Streps, Keep a good tongue ; 
Take heed you slander not such worthy men. 
So wise withal and learned,— men so pure 
And cleanly in their morals, that no razor 
Ever profan'd their beards ; their unwash'd hides 
Ne^er dabbled in a bath, nor wafted scent 
Of od'rous unguent as they pass'd along. 
But you, a prodigal fine spark, make waste 
And havoc of my means, as I were dead 
And out of thought — but come, turn in and learn. 

Pheidip. What can I learn or profit from such 
teachers ? 

Streps. Thou canst learn every thing that turns 
to profit ; 
But first and foremost thou canst learn to know 
Thyself how totally unlearn'd thou art ; 
How mere a blockhead, and how dull of brain — 
But wait awhile with patience — 

[Efiters the house hastily. 

Pheidip. Woe is me ! 
How shall I deal with this old crazy father ? 
What course pursue with one, whose reason wan- 
ders 
Out of all course ? Shall I take out the statute, 
And cite him for a lunatic ; or wait 
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Till nature and his phrenzy, witb the help 
Of the undertaker, shall provide a cure ? 

{Strepsiadea retunu, toith a cock in one hand 
and a heti in the ether. 
Streps. Now we shall see ! Lo ! wl^it have I got 

here ? 
Pheidip. A chicken — 
Streps. Well, and this ? 
Pheidip, A chicken also. 

Streps, Are thej the same then ? Ihtve a care, 
good boy, 
How you expQse* yourself, and for the future 
Describe them cock and hen-chick sererally. 
Pheidip. Ridiculous! Is this the grand lUsco- 
very 
You have just borrowed from these taoni o* the* 
dunghill? 
Streps. This, and a thousand others — ^but being 
old 
And lax of memory, I lose it all 
As fast as it comes in. 

Pheidip. Yes, and methinks 
By the same token you have lost your cloak. 

Streps. No, I've not lost it ; I have laid it out 
Upon the arts and sciences. 

Pheidip. Your shoes-— 
They're vanish'd too. How ^lave you laid thero 
out ? 



• The I'eadt'r's mind, I think, will ofien recur in this play to 
Mo!idre*s M. Jourdain. 

f y»y*Yu; — Titanes— himmclstUrmer ; ai Wieland TCry pm 
pei[ly translates. 
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Streps, Upon the commonwealth — like Pericles* 
I'm a barefooted patriot — Now no more ; 
Do as thou wilt, so thou wilt but oonform 
And humour me this once, as in times past 
I humour'd thee, and in thy playful age 
Brought thee a penny go-cart from the fair, 
Purchased with what my legpil labours eam'd. 
The fee for my attendance. 

( Going towards the hmae of Socrates,) 

JPheidip, You'll repent. 
My life upon 't ; you will repent of this, 

(Following' reluctantly.) 

Streps, No matter, so you'll humour me — What, 
hoa! 
Why Socrates, I say, come forth, behold. 
Here is my son ! 



* He alludes to the rams that Pericles had expended In brib- 
ing the Laeedsemonian ephori, Cleander and PUstianax. [From 
the text and the note, it does not a|^>ear that Mr. Cumberland 
perfectly understood the event to which the text reff^rs. When 
Fheidippides asks his father, * how he has laid out his shoes,' the 
answer should hare been, *on necessary purposes, like Pericles ;* 
alluding to a well known item in Pericles* accounts^ which, 
equally to the credit of the mutual confidence of Pericles and lus 
fellow-citizens, was allowed to pass unexamined, under the con- 
▼iction, that it had been applied to the purpose of withdrawing 
■n invading army from Attica. See a Amher note in the Come- 
dy of the Peace.] 
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SCENE V. 

I've brought him, tho* in faith 
Sorely against the grain. 

{Socrates enters.) 
Socr, Aye, he's a novice. 
And knows not* where the panniers hang as yet. 
PheicUp, I would you'd hang yourself there in 

their stead. 
Streps, Oh monstrous impudence ! this to your 

master ! 
Socr, Mark how the idiot quibbles upon han^ 

Driv'ling and making mouths — Can he be taught 
The loopholes of the law ; whence to escape. 
How to evade, and when to press a suit ; — 
Or tune his lips to that soft rhetoric,f 
"Which steals upon the ear, and melts to pity 
The heart of the stern judge ? 



* The text intimates ** Ai^d has not yet liad practice in the 
panniera :^ alluding to. the panniers in >vhich Socrates usetl lo 
meditate. 

t Mr, Cumberland has very successfully evaded the difficulty 
of the Aristopbanic ^slvvutiq aLvsLTrHT-iptetf one of those terms, 
^vhich no other latif^uage can come up to. ]Mr. Ciimberl'uul has 
omitted a line at the eild, which is not immaterial- " And yt-t 
this knowledge cost Hyperbolns a talent," siiys the satirical So- 
rrates, aUudinjj to the price which the fashionable Sophists ev- 
'^vitu] fur their instructions. 
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Stirpf. Come, never doubt him ; 
He id n lud oi' purls, and from a child 
l*ook wondrouily to dabblfl^ in the mud, 
Whereof hcM buiUl you up a houHe* ho natural 
As would nmn/c you, trace you out a ship, 
Make you a little cart out of the >olc 
Of an old Hhoe mayhap, and from the rind' 
Of a pomegranate cut you out a frogv 
You'd iwear it was alive. Now what do you think ^ 
Ilath he not wit enough to com])rchend 
Each rule both right and wrong ? Or if not both, 
The latter way at least — There he'll be perfect. 
Socr, Let him prepare : His lecturers arc ready^ 
Strrpa, 1 will retire— When next wc meet, i^e- 
member 
I look to Hnd him able to contend 
'Gainit right and reason, and outwit them both. 

[-\Exit: 

{\ IHCitoloffoa and Jidicgniotfoa tntter.) 
JHctrol, (^ome forth ; tuni out, thou bold auda- 
cious man, 
And face this company. 

MictroL Most willingly ; 
I do desire no better : take your ground 
Ueforo this audience, I am sure to triumph. 
JMcicol, And who aro you that vapour in thii 
fashion f 

* Plato, in liU lyttcm of education, itronRljTrrcommcndi, that 
iho pupil ihould Im< tauKlit (o comnivncc hit own ooune of' iii- 
•truotlon lu Uiii amusing manm*r. I)e Leg. 1 i. p* 573. 

t A preparatory choral lunR, which prrcrdcd iho rntraoce oC 
th« all«i(orieal I.o^oo, i* now irretrievably lott. 

I Tko rc«iout fbr tho liberty taken of altering Mr. Cumbi^r* 
land*i iiamei, will b« leen in the Prcllmioary DInounc. 
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Adicaol, Fashion itself— the Tery style of the 
times. 

DicaoL Aye, of th^4taodern times, and them and 
you 
I set at naught. 

AdicaoL I shall brings down your pride. 

DicaoL By what most witty weapon ? 

Adicxol, By the gift 
Of a most apt invention. 

IHcaol. Then I see 
You have your fools to back you. 

Adicaeol, No, — the wise 
Are those I deal with. 

IHcaoL I shall spoil your market. 

Adicaol. As how, g^od sooth ? 

JHcxol, By speaking such plain truths 
As may appeal to justice. 

Jtdicoeol, What is justice ? 
There's no such thing — I traverse your appeal. 

Dicxol, How ! No such thing as justice ? 

AdicxoU No ; where is it ? 

DicceoL With the immortal gods. 

Adicaol. If it be there. 
How chanc'd it Jupiter himself escapM 
For his unnatural deeds to his own father ? 

IHcxol. For shame, irreverent wretch, thus do 
you talk ? 
1 sicken at impiety so g^oss. 
My stomach kicks against it. 

AdicaoL You are craz'd ; 
Your wits, old gentleman, are off the hinges. 

JHcteol. You are a vile blasphemer and buffoon. 

Adtaeol. Go on ! you pelt rae — but it is with 
roses. 
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^lHea9l, A scoffer \ 

Adicceol, Every word your malice vents 
Weaves a fresh wreath of triumph for my brows. 

DicaoL A parricide ! 

AdiaeoL Proceed, and spare me not — 
ITou shower down gold upon me. 

JHcitoL Lead, not gold. 
Had been your retribution in times past. 

Adiaeol, Aye, but times present cover me with 
glory. 

Diaeol, You are too wicked. 

midicitoL You are much too weak. 

XHcaol. Thank your own self, if our Athenian 
fathers 
Coop up their sons at home, and fear to trust tliem 
Within your schools, conscious that nothing else 
But vice and folly can be learnt of you. 

Adicitol, Methinks, friend, yours is but a ragged 
trade. 

JDicaoL And yours, oh shame ! a thriving one, 
tho* late, 
A perfect Telephus, you tramp'd the street 
With beggar's wallet cramm'd with hungry scraps. 
Choice gathered from — * Pandeletus* larder. 

* This line has been altered from Mr. Cumberbind, in order to 
preserve the proper quantity in the name of Pandeletus, of which 
Mr. Coraberland had made the penultima short. The reader of 
* The AchHmians' will easily perceive, what name the anthor 
meant his hearers to supply at the pause purposely made as the 
line is just concluding. The substitution of the malignant Pan* 
deletas for the sophisticating Euripides, is one of those two<sided 
blows, and jokes by surprise, in which both the Greeks and Ro* 
mans appear to have taken a pleasure, that modern readers 
rarely sympathize in. See Cieero de Orat9re% liU »• sect. 63. et 
•libL 

Vol. XLIU. F f 
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Jiliceof. Oh! what rare wisdom yourettuodm 

of! 
Jhcaoi. Oh, what rank folly dieira, who f%le 

this city, 
And let it n'>iirish such a peit as you. 
To «a[i the morals of the rising age. 
,'ii/icitoL YotiMl not innpire your popil wilh tbeit 
notionf. 
Old hoary-hc4'lcfl time! 

Dicdtol. I will inspire him, 
If he haN grace, to shun the malady 
Of your eternal clack. 

.Iflicitof, Turn to me, yotith ! 
And let him rail at leisure. 

iHrao!. Keep your distance. 
And \iLY your hands upon him^at your periF. 

r/ior. (iiUtirfioHincf.) Com/*, no more wrangKng.— 
\.f\. U'i h*:ar you both ; 
Von of the fonncr time i)rodiicc: your rules 
*^)f ancient di^mipllne — of modern, you — 
That Ko, botli Wf.ig^fj'd, tJic candidate may judge 
Who offers faircj.t, and make choice between yo^i. 

IHtin'tiL \ cloie with the propoMal. 

.IdicAol. 'Tin af^reed. 

<!hf/r. lint whicb of yotj hhaJl open f 

JhlictKoL That HJiall lift : 
! yi<dd liim up that poirst ; and in rci^ly^ 
My worfl'i, like arrou.i levelled at a i>ult, 
-.bail pierce biin tbrotj|;li and Oirough ; then, if be 

railK s, 
If be c oine.'i du a;^ain witli a rejoinder, 
I'll launcb a '.warm ofHyllogijims at him, 
Ibat, like a n* At of bornctH, Hball belabour hin), 
Till they \\y.\: \<\\ \\\\u not on '-ve to sec witb. 



4€ 
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Chor. •'Now, sirs, exert your utmost care, 
** And gravely for the charge prepare ; 
•* The well-rang'd hoard of thought explore, 
*• Where sage experience keeps her store ; 
** All the resources of the roii\d 
**^ Employment in this cause will find, — 
** And be, who gives the best display 
** Of argument, shall win the day : 
^^ Wisdom this hour at issue stands, 
** And gives her fate into your hands ; 
*' Yours is a question that divides 
*^ And draws out friends on different sides : 
" Therefore on you, who, with such zealous praise. 
Applaud the discipline of former days. 
On you I call ; now is your time to show 
V You merit no less praise than you bestow." 
JHccnl. Thus sAimmon'd, I prepare myself to 
speak 
Of manners primitive, and that good time,^ 
Which I have seen,, when discipline prevail'd. 
And modesty was sanctioned by the laws* 
No babbling then was suffer*d in our schools ; — 
The scholar's test was silence. The whole group 
In orderly procession sallied forth 
Bight onwards, without straggling, to attend 
Their teacher in harmonics ; though the snow 
Fell on them thick as meal, the hardy brood 
Breasted the storm uncloak'd: their harps were 

strung 
Not to ignoble strains, for they were taught 
A loftier key, whether to chant the name 
Of Pallas, terrible amidst the blaze 
Of cities overthrown, or wide and far 
7^ spread, as custom was, tlie echoing' peal. 
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There let no low buffoon intrude his tricks, 
Let no capricious quavering on a note. 
No runnings of divisions high and low 
Break the pure stream of harmony ; no Phryni 
Practising wanton warblings out of place- 
Woe to his back that so was found offending ! 
Hard stripes and heavy would reform his taste 
Decent and chaste their postures in the school 
Of their gymnastic exercises ; none 
Expos'd an attitude that might provoke 
Irregular desire ; their lips ne'er mov'd 
In love-inspiring whispers, and their walks 
Prom eyes obscene were sacred and secure. 
Hot herbs, the old man's diet, were prescribed 
No radbh, anise, parsley, deck'd their board ; 
No rioting, no revelling was there 
At feast or frolic, no unseemly touch 
Or signal, that inspires the hint impure. 

Adicdtol. Why these are maxims obsolete 
stale ; 
Worm-eaten rules, coeval with the hymns 
Of old Ceceydas and Buphonian feasts. 

ZHcaol. Yet so were train'd the heroes, 
imbru'd 
The field of Marathon with hostile blood ; 
This discipline it was that braced their nerves 
And fitted them for conquest. You, forsooth, 
At great Minerva's festival produce 
Your martial dancers, not as they were wont. 
But 8mother*d underneath the tawdry loadf 

* Phrynis, of Mjtylene* the scholar of Aristocleidet, is 
meant. 

t From the manner m which Mr. Cumberland has transl 
this pifsagie, he does not appear to have understood the alli 
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Of cumbrouH urmoiir, till \ hwcqI to hoc them 
Dangling' tliclt* Mhields in such unseemly nort 
As marH the sacred measure of the dance. 
1\o wUc, therefore, young mun, and turn to mc. 
Turn to the better guide, to shall you letirn 
I'o scorn the noiHy forum, shun the bath, 
And turn with blushes from the scene impure : 
I'hen conscious innocence shall make you bold 
To spurn the injurious, but to reverend ago 
Meek and submissive, rising from your scat 
1*0 pay the liomage due, nor shall you ever 
Or wring tlic parent's soul, or stain your own. 
In purity of manners you shall live 
A bright example ; vain shall be the lures 
Of the stage-wanton* floating in the dance, 
Vain all her arts to snare you in her arms, 
And strip you of your virtue and good natuc. 
Ko petulant reply shall you op])oso 



coiireyfd In the orlfftniiil. It refWn to n (liiifi;, cilchnitcfl in tlir 
etrllrr Sfcei of Alhtnian limpliriiy, (ii honour ol' iliv icivNt 
piitron«u of their town, snd morr iMrtkuUrly m m roemoriiil of 
her wondorCul Mrlh, when, at tht) blow of Vulciin'i hiiumrr, iht^ 
ipmnif fVom her tkther*i akull In complete armoHr. In memory 
or thli tmrUtion wm eitahlitliH e tolemn procMiion, which, 
made up of iho whole Athenian population, travorH'd ihn priu- 
eipal itreeti of Athens, and aicendcd to the rniicniflotiit Parthe- 
non, or Temple of Minerv.'t, on (he Aertipolii. Ii wai the fnvhioii 
for tho ytmnK "^^^ ^'' Atlii^n*, armed with a apear and •hield, 
with lltilo imtro clothlnir than a ihort military troek, to accon^ 
pany the proceuioti, to thn itcpi of a lolcmn dance, 

* There ii n llttio ihi of commitaion, a< well ai omiiaion, in tlxi 
tranalation or Uiia paiaage, which, aa aflVetinira correct know- 
\rt\t(o oV Qreek manner*, and more particularly of their theatri- 
eat entcrtainnK'nta, It may not bo araiaa to rectify* The word, 
which Mr. (Uimbei-hnd tranaUtea at«|(e-wanCon, is in the original 
o^X**^^*^* and Impliei one of (hn<e rtreclan femalea, who made' 
It th*lr employment (and tho profeMlon by no neani wantcdibr 

F f '2 
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To fatherly commands, nor taunting^ vent 
Irreverent mockery on his hoary head. 
Crying—" Behold lapetus* himself I" 

numbers) to contribote to the enjoyment of prmite eoBvimI 
parties by the exhibition of dahcing. No females were admitted 
on the Greek sUge, (or the purposes of recitation, or in the 
orchestra, for the purposes of dancing; but the op^tiTei^ Mp- 
pHed the young men of Athens, who had more money tlwn aense 
or virtue, with tlie same means of getting rid of their superflo- 
ous cash as the stage-wantons and opera-daneer* of the present 
day. Among the paintings found in the rains dT Pompeii are a 
series of these dancing women ; and it must be confi?swd-thatif 
they are to be considered as a just sample of the pfufietsion, the 
young men of Athens had need of some admonition to make 
them rise superior to their allurements. MoTements, all light" 
ness and air ; attitudes, which might supply a Canom with ideas; 
and robes so thin as to justify the expression, which called them 
** woven wind,*' and these too thrown but very sparingly over 
the person, formed some of the attractiont of these usual and 
dangerous appendages to a Grecian banquet Having turned the 
private dancer of the Greeks into a modem stage-figiirante, Mr. 
Cumberland might think it necessary to omit the provocative 
apple, which in the original is thrown at the young man, as the 
prelude to further playfulness; and uhich, however it might suit 
a banqueting room and a private party, could not well have 
taken place from the stage. The classical reader need not be 
reminded of bis Theocritus, his Virgil and his Ovid, to know how 
much the apple entered into all the amatory poetry and engag«> 
ments uf the ancients ; nor from what alIusk>nsto die most beaih 
ttful part of the female form, it became the favourite present and 
pledge of affection between lovers. One of tlie prettiest uses 
.made of this favoured fruit, occurs among the Images of Phib- 
stratus. A band uf Cupids, represented, as the ancient artists 
delighted to paint them, with little wings to their backs and with- 
out clothing, are there described as throwing apples at eadi othert 
with a reward of kisses, proportioned to the number which they 
catch. 

• Ifil)etus here stands for the ne ftlus ultra of antiquity. Thus 
in Lucian's Saturnalia, the great founder of that lime of festi- 
vity, comparing his happy situation, now that he had surrenderpd 
his throne to Jupiter, observes, ** I now live at my ease, and as an 
old man should live— I drink nectar without mixture, and I talk 



TUX CLOiros. 343 

Poor thanks for all this fond parental care, . 
Adtcxol, Aye, my brave youth, do, follow these 

fine rules. 
And learn by them to be as mere a swine, 
Driveler, and dolt, as any of the sons 
Of our Hippocrates ;* — I swear by Bacchus, 
¥olly and foul contempt shall be your doom. 

Dicaol. Not so, but fair and fresh in youthful 

bloom 
Amongst our young athletics you shall shine ; 
Not in the forum loit'ring time away 
In gossip prattle^ like our gang of idlers, 
Nor yet in some vexatious paltry suit 
Wrangling and quibbling in our petty courts, 
But in the solemn academic grove, 
Crown'd with the modest reed, fit converse hold 
"With your collegiate equals ; there serene. 
Calm as the scene around you, underneath 
The fragrant foliage where the ilex spreads, • 
"Where the deciduous poplar strews her leaves, 
Where the tall elm-tree and wide-stretching plane 
Sigh to the fanning breeze, you shall inhale 
Sweet odours wafted in the breath of spring. 
This is the regimen that will insure 
A healthful body and a vigorous mind, 

over oU itories with Impetus and others my coevals. iThe cares 
oCgovemineiit (and a numerous tribe they are) I leave to him. I 
liave reserved only a few days to myself, that men may stili be 
leminded of the biessingi, which they enjoyed under my bcdnefi- 
cent reign, when sowing and ploughing were unknown arts, 
when bread grew ready-made, and meat was cooked to the hand, 
when rivers ran wine, and milk and honey were to be found in 
every fountain." Ed. 

• The sons of Hippiocrates (better known to the spectators 
than they are to lu} were proverlrial for their stupidity. 



f^44r TJIE CLOUDS. 

A countenance serene, expanded chest, 
Heroic stature and a temperate tongue ; 
Hut take these modern masters, and behold 
These blessings all reversed ; a pallid cheeky 
Shrunk shoulders, chest contracted, sapless limbs^ 
A tongue that never rests, and mind debas'd. 
By their vile sophistry perversely taught 
To call good evil, evil good, and be 
That thing, which nature spurns at, that disease, 
A mere Antimachus,* the sink of vice. 

Chor. " Oh sage instructor, bow sublime 
" These maxima of the former time ! 
" How sweet this unpolluted stream 
" Of eloquence, how pure the theme ! 

Thrice happy they, whose lot was cast 

Amongfst the generation past. 

When virtuous morals were displayed 
" And these grave institutes obey'd. 
** No\V- you, that vaunt yourself so high, 
" Prepare ; we wait for your reply, 
" And recollect, or ere you start, 
" You take in hand no easy part ; 
" Well hath he spoke, and reasons good 
** By better only are withstood ; 
" Sharpen your wits then, or you'll meet 
"Contempt as certain as defeat." 

A(Ucaol Doubt not Tm ready, full up to the 
throat. 
And well nigh chok'd with plethory of words, 
Impatient to discharge them. I do know 
The mighty masters of the modern school 

• AntimRchns, nccordiiiR; to the St ho' iast, appears to hare U-^i, 
equally compicuoys for his beauty, his tfl'cminacy, and ;|,e tiiitr 
corruption of his morals. 



tt 
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Tenn me the Lower Log^c, so distin^uish'd 
From the old practice of the upper time. 
By him personified ; which name of honour 
I gain*d as the projector of that method, 
Which can confute and puzzle all the courts 
Of law and justice — An invention worth 
Thousands to them who practise it, whereas 
It nonsuits all opponents. — Let that pass. 
Now take a sample of it in the ease. 
With which 1*11 baffle this old vaunting pedant 
With his warm baths, that he forsooth forbids. 
Harkye, old man, discuss, if so it please you. 
Your excellent good reason for this rule. 
That interdicts warm bathing. 

DicteoL Simply this — 
I hold it a relaxer, rendering men 
Effeminate and feeble. 

Adicaol. Hold awhile — 
I have you on the hook. Answer me this — 
Of all the heroes Jupiter has fathered 
Which is for strength, fbr courage, aiid a course 
Of labours most renown'd ? 

Dicaol. I know of none 
Superior in those qualities to Hercules. 

AdicaoU And who e'er heard Herculean baths* 
were cold ? 
Tet Hercules himself you own was strong. 

IHc<eol. Aye, this is the very style of the times ; 
These are the dialects now in fashion 



* Tepid baths, according to fabulous legends, being the g^ of 
Vulcan to HcrcQias, it became a fkshion to term all raeh Herea- 
ftan. 
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with our young sophists whp frequent Uie biths 
Whilst the palaestra starves. 

Adicgol. I grant you this ; 
Xt is the style of the times, by you condemn'd. 
By me approv'd, and not without good cause ; 
For how but thus doth ancient Nestor* talk ? 
Can Homer err ? Were all his wise men fools ? 
They are my -witoesses. — Now for this tongue» 
This member out of use by his decree^ 
Not so by mine<-^Hi8 scholar must be silent 
And chaste withal — damping prescriptions both — 
For what good fortune ever didbetide 
The mute and modest ? Instance me a case. 

Dicaol, Many— ichaste Peleusf so obUun'd his 
sword. 

AdictfoL His sword I and what did Peleus gain 
by that? 
Battle and blows this modest Peleus gain'd ; 
Whilst mean Hyperbolus, whose wretched craft 
Was lamp-making, by craft of viler sort 
Garbled his thousands, solid coin, not swords. 

Dic(eoI. But continence befriended Peleus so. 
As won the goddess Thetis to his bed. 

* Mr. Cumbei-land has TnUsed the sense here. The humour of* 
the passage lies in imitating the fttrsifflage of the sophists, and in 
 a play of words , deriving the Homeric title of Nestor, Agori=tes, 
^a fluent orator) fi-om Agora, (a place with uhich the readers of 
Aristophanes have been made acquainted in the preceding 
plays.) 

t Peleus, having withstood the solicitations of Atahnte, wife 
of Acastus, was rewarded for his continence by the gods, with a 
tword of celestial temper, the workmanship of Vulcan, liut 
Atalante, having accused him to her husband, and stimulated 
Acastus to revenge a supposed attempt tipon her honour, PeJeus 
found himself driven to declare ^-ar against him, and to this Atti* 
ca*QlugQs alludes in his retort upon Dica:uIogo9. 
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Ailic<eol. And drove her out of it — for he was 
cold, 
Languid and listless : she was brisk and stirring, 
And sought the sport elsewhere. Now are you 

answered ? 
Good sooth you're in your dotage. Mark, young 

sir. 
These are the fruits of continence : you see 
"What pleasure you must forfeit to preserve it- 
All the delights that woman can bestow ; 
No am'rous sports to catch the fair one's smile, 
No luscious dainties shall you then partake, 
No ^y convivial revels, where the glass 
"With peals of laughter circulates around ; 
These you must sacrifice, and without these 
"What is your life ? — So much for your delights.^- 
Now let us see how stands your score with nature— 
You're in some scrape we'll say — intrigfue — adul- 
tery — 
You're caught, convicted, crush'd — for what can 

save you ? 
You have no powers of speech — but arm'd by roe, 
You're up to all occasions : Nothing fear ; 
Ev'n give your genius scope ; laugh, frolic, sport, 
And flout at shame ; for should the wittol spouse 
Detect you in the fact, you shall so pose him 
In his appeal, that nothing shall stick to you ; 
For Jove shall take the blame from off youi' 

shoulders. 
Being himself a cuckold-making* god, 

* It is on aecount of stories of this nature, as well as otiier re* 
presentations degrading to the heroic character, that Plato to 
anxiously excludes tlte works of Homer from lus system of edv- 
Qaiion. De Rep, I. Hi. The chiiraeter of the heathen diriDitief 
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And you a poor fndl mortal— Why should you 
Be wiser, stronger, purer than a god ? 

DicteoL But what if this your scholar ahooU 
incur 
The' adulterer's correction — pill'd and sanded. 
And gamish'd with a radish in his crupper. 
The scoff of all beholders — What fine quirk 
Will clear him at that pinch, but he must pass 
For a most perfect Ganimide ? 

Adicaol What then ? 
Where is the harm ? 

DicceoL Can greater harm befal him ? 

Adicceol. What will you say if here 1 can confute 
you? 

DicaoL Nothing — my silence shall confess your 
triumph. 

Adicceol, Come on then — answer me to what I 
ask. 
Our advocates — what are they ? 

IHcaol. Catamites. 

Adicaol. Our tragic poets — what are they ? 

IHcaol. The same. 

Adicddol. Good, very good ! — our demagogues-^ 

fhaeoL No better. 

AdicdEol. See there ! discern you not that you 
are foiPd ? 
Cast your eyes round this company ! 

Dicoeol. I do. 

Adivteol. And what do you discover ? 

Dicicol. Numerous birds 
Of the same filthy feather, so Heaven help me ! 

is generally- treated wiih sufficient trecdoro by Aristophanes; but 
the tragic stage raiher ujicet^ed thin fell short of him. 
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This man I mark; and this, and this fine fop 
With his curl'd locks. — To all these I can swear. 
Adicaol, What say you then ? 
Dicaol, I say I am confuted — 
Here, wagtails, catch my cloak — I'll be amongst 
you.* 
Socr, {to Strepsiadea, just return* d.) Now, friend, 

what say you ? who shall school your son ? 
Strep, School him and scourge him, take him to 
yourself. 
And mind you wet him to an edge on both sides, 
This for slight skirmish, that for stronger work. 

Socr. Doubt not, we'll finish him to your content 
A perfect sophist. 

Pheidip, Perfect skin and bone — 
That I can well believe. 

Socr, No more — Away ! {Strepsiadea retires,) 
Pheidip, Trust me you've made a rod for your 
own back. {Follotva Socratea into the houae.) 
( Chorus address the Spectators.) 
Now to our candid judges we shall tell 
What recompense they may expect from us, 
If they indeed are studious to deserve it : 
First, on your new-sown grounds in kindly show- 
ers, 
Postponing other calls, we will descend. 

* Thut ends this famous episode, says Mr. Cumberland, revers* 
mg the Choice of Hercules, and making the spectators parries in 
the criminality and injustice of the decision. Wieland, alter ap- 
plauding the truly comic manner in which the dialogue con- 
cludes, and allowing the necessity there was of giving (be upper 
hand to the genius, or representative of things on their wrong 
side, is still in doubt, whether a due regard to the moral graces 
allowed of the contest being so easily given up by the genius or 
representative of things on their right side. 

Vox. XLin. G g 



CioO THE CLOUDS. 

The bearing branches of your^nes shall sprout, 
Nor scorch'd with summer heats nor chiU'd with 

rain. 
This to our friends who serve us, — but to him. 
Who dares to slight us, let that mortal hear^ 
And tremble at the vengeance which awaits him *. 
Nor wine nor oil shall that man's farm produce ; 
For when his olive trees shall yield their fruit. 
And his ripe vineyard tempts the gath'rer's hand. 
We'll batter him to ruin, lay him bare ; 
And if we catch him with his roof untiled, 
Heav'ns! how we'll drench him with a peltiag 

storm 
Of hail and rain incessant ! above all. 
Let liim beware upon the wedding night ; 
When he bringfs home hb own or kinsman's bride. 
Let him look to't ! Then we'll come down in tor- 
rents. 
That he shall rather take his chance in Egypt, 
Than stand the vengeful soaking we will give 
him. 



SCENE VI. 

S>TA£FSIAD£S (^vftth a sack of meal on his shoulder^ 
and talking to himself.) 

Lo ! here's the fifth day gone — the fourth — the 
third— 
The second too — day of all days to me 
Mo^ hateful itnd accurs'd — the drtadful ^c. 
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Ushering the new moon, that lets in the tide 
Of happy creditors, all sworn against me, 
To rack and ruin me beyond redemption. 
1, like a courteous debtor, who would fain 
Soften their flinty bosoms, thus accost them — 
*' Ah, my good sir, this pajrment comes upon me 
** At a bad time, excuse me — That bill's due, 
**But you'll extend your grace — This you will can- 
cel, 
" And totally acquit me." — ^By no means ; 
All with one voice cry out, they will be paid. 
And I must be be-knav'd into the bargain. 
And threaten'd with a writ to mend the matter — 
Well^ let it come ! — They may ev'n do their worst ; 
I care not so my son hath learnt the trick 
Of this new rhetoric, as will appear 
When I have beat this door — {knocks at the door) 
-^Boy, boy ! come forth ! 

( Socrates comes forth . ) 

Socr, Hail to vStrepsiades ! 

Streps. Thrice hail to Socrates ! 
But first I pray you {setting dovm the meal against 

the door) take this dole of meal. 
In token of the reverence I bear you ; 
And now, so please you, tell me of my son. 
Your late noviciate. Comes he on apace ? 

Socr, He apprehends acutely. 

Streps, Oh brave news ! 
Oh the transcendent excellence of fraud ! 

Socr, Yes, you may set your creditors at 
naught — 

Streps, And their avouchers too ?— 

Socr, Had they a thousand. 
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Siveps. {singing and dancing,) Then I'll sing out 
my song*, and sing aloud, 
And it shall be — Woe, woe to all your gang. 
Ye money-jobbing caitiffs, usurers, sharks ! 
Hence with your registers, your cents-per-cent ; 
1 fear you not ; ye cannot hook me now. 
Oh ! such a son have I in training for you, 
Arm*d with a two-edg'd tongue that cuts o' l^oth 

sides. 
The stay, support, and pillar of mf house. 
The scourge of my tormentors, the redeemer 
Of a most wretched father— Call him forth. 
Gall him, I say, and let my eyes feast on him — 
"What hoa ! My son, my boy — Your father calls ; 
Oome forth and show yourself. 

{To them Phddip.) 

Socr. Behold him present ! 

Streps, My dear — my darling — 

Socr. Lo! you have your darling. 

Streps. Joy, joy, my son ! all joy— for now you 
wear 
A face of the right character and cast, 
A wrangling, quibbling, contradicting face ; 
Now you have got it neatly on the tongue — 
The veiy quirk o* the* time " What's that you 

say?  . 

" What is it ?'* — Shifting from yourself the wrong 
To him that suffers it — an arch conceit 
To make a transfer of iniquity, 
When it has serv'd your turn— Yes, you will pass ; 
You've the right 'Attic stamp upon your forehead. 

* The Athenians, says Wieland, were to veil aware of the ad- 
vantaffes , which Uiair wit, their volubility of tongue, and their 



Now let mo ico tt Nample of your nervier, 
Forfooth to nay you owe tno tt good turn. 

Phritli/f. Wlittt voxftn you, my father ? 

StvrfiH, WImt! the moon, 
Th'iN (luy both now and old. 

PhHdifh Hotli in one diiy i 
Uidiculoui ! 

tStvrffM, No nittttcr— *Tiji the diiy 
Will bring my creditor* upon my btclc 
All in tt NWttrm togetlier. 

J'hfii(li/t. Let tlinm iwsrm! 
WeMi Nmother 'em if they dure lo to miwcAl 
One (Uy mm two duyn.* 



h\if\wr ciilllvatlmi ftvc thrra nv(«r othttr (irreki,and fMirttculiir' 
\y ovfr lh»ir n«i|rhtNtur«, itti* llOotUni, tlid MrffSrUlM, ■nd tkn 
UtatMlrn of ilit< Mu^nn itul Ionian M«iia, (hut ihii Mrir-coiMaioui* 
n«*M iiPtitally imprMl lt«cif <m itiiiir IVNtum , ■nd prodiicvd  lurt 
oriKtUI,conh(ltntt, «hiirnt*l(*M Umkt by which iin Athrtilan oUlxrn 
wai r*«lly dl«tlnica4«hrd Onrni  itrtngcr. From thi« M*U^onn' 
dtnirii proctimtrd atioth(*r |>l««ff of lmpi>rtinc't)rr,.or whioh Mr. 
CuinliKrlNtMl, from hi« miinnt«r ^of iraniUtlon, duri fi«( lerni to 
bi* quUv awKro. *' What** that you lay T wmi an rxprrtilon In 
common iis<* at Alhrn«o-not fbr thti piivpoia of *' ihlAioK wronf^ 
IWim tho do«r to thti iiiflVrMr/'-Hiut mrraty to dliplay Aihvnian 
•M|itriority« and to lot • itranfvr know that hU aniwrra wi^ro 
vi^ry dull to Athmlan i<an. 'I'hr Krvnch lomfiitnt F-^\Utt uiual 
anawmr (o qumiloflai whiah the hmrcr doci not or will not tni* 
dtrviaml— haa too much of tlm triumph of civil, wall brtid iu|m> 
tittrii)' In ii to Ini put on a tbotlug with lh«« t/ / «>#ic ^u of iIm 
Athrntnn vlilKtmt but tho wrlt#r of ihia noto hai lomptlmv* 
ilumtfht ihatho hai mr( wlih lt« vcty aountrrpart In tiM vim* 
went f the iliaip, ikrcwd ntMl iuiolunt lnt««roKation of tlm lowtv 
(lilx«niof(i<iu'va. 

• 'riio fqulvoqiit^ of ihf oil){tnal ttmr, atid ihr turn whIcliJMr. 
Cuml>nUnil hna irlvrn to It, wtH rvqniir h llttio vxplanatlofh 
Iti^fbrt* tho auiuttianoamtint of a trial In Athrni, boih partloi do* 
poiltod a certain mm of monry with iho mayliirato who onti^rtd 
th«lr muK} Kitu ^n court. I'hli dapoilt wcot Anally to (lit 

Ug:2 
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Streps. What should hinder them ? 
Pheidip, What, do yoa ask ? Can the same wo- 
man be 
Both young and old at once ? 
Streps. They speak by law : 
The statute bears them. out. 

Pheidip. But they misconstrue 
The spirit of the statute. 
Streps. What's that ? 
Pheidip. Time-honour'd Solon was the people's 

friend — 
Streps. This makes not to the case of new or 

old. 
Pheidip. And he appointed two days for the 
process. 
The old and new day — for citation that. 
This for discharge — 

Streps. Why did he name two days ? 
Pheidip. Why, but that one might warn men of 
their debts, 
The other serve them to escape the payment ; 

payment of pertont attending the coarts; the losing party aUo 
being obliged, beside the payment of other charges, to restore 
the deposit-money to his adversary. Pheidippides, playing upon 
a term in the Athenian calendar, which has been already 
explained and by which one and the same day was made to 
appear like two ctays, derives from it a proof of Solon's affec- 
tion fur the democracy. According to hioi, Solon's appointment 
of the two days, new and old, for a legal summons, was, that by 
that means, iliedcposit-money might be taken on the new 
moon, the old day being added for the purpose of giving the 
contending parties, a previous opportunity of settling matters 
amicably. Why (hen, asks Strcpsiades, continuing the quibble, 
do the magistrates receive the deposit-money on the new-moon, 
and not on the old and new day ? Because, replies the son, in 
Mr. Cumberland's rernon *' they're hungry feeders," &c« 
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Else vere thev laid bj the' heels, ss sure as fate, 

Ob the nev moon ensuuig'. 
Stre^. Wherefore then 

Upon the former day do thej commence 

Thar doles of first fruits at the Pr}*taneum, 

And not at the nev moon r 
Pkeidip. Because, forsooth, 

The^-'re hui^iy feeders, and make haste to thrust 

Their greedy fingers in the public dish. 

Strtp9. Hence then, ye vitless creditors, be- 
gone ! 

We are the wise ones, ve are the true sort ; 

Ye are* but blocks, mob, cattle, empty casks — 
*• Therefore with ecstacy 111 raise 
" My jocund voice in fortune's praise, 
** And, oh rare son ! — Oh happy me ! 
** The burden of my song shall be ; 
** For hark ! each paaang neighbour cries — 
** All hail, Slrepsiades the wise ! 
** Across the forum as I walk, 
" 1 and my son the public talk, 
" AD striding which shall hare to boast 
** He prais'd me first, or prais'd me most-^ 
** And now, my son, my welcome guest, 
" Enter m^* house and grace my feast." 



* S agptU dg s , ia the chmmji maanor of the Greek sta;;^. ap* 
to iJk avfieacc ani boc to hit erediczn. 
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SCENE VII. 

(Pasias, and a Witness,) 

JPasias. ♦Should this man be permitted to go on 
At such a desperate rate ? It must not be. 
Better for him to have brok'n up at once 
Than to be thus beset. Therefore it is 
That I am forc'd upon this hostile course. 
Empowering" you to summon this my debtor 
For the recovery of my own — Good sooth, 
I will not put my country to the Blush, 
But I must rouse Strepsiades — 

(^Strepsiades re-enters.) 

Streps, Who's this? 

Pasias. The old and new day call upon you, sir. 

Streps, {to the Spectators.) Bear witness that 
this man has named two days — 
And for what debt do you assail me thus ? 

Pasias. For twelve good pouiKls that you took 
up at interest 
^'o pay for your son's racer. 

Streps. I a racer? 



• The sense is very obscure here, as narrated by Mr. Cum- 
bin'lnnil. Pasias enters, nddressiii>^ himself (o his accompanying 
witness, and the sum of Itis rcHsuning is as follows : ^^What, 
shall a man lose his own (fur the sake of pleasing others ?) Let 
it not be thought of. Better had it been to have put a gfood frone 
upon the matter at tirst, and have said ' no/ than to have been 
put to all this trouble. Selfdefence, however, obliges iti^ lo 
titkc another course. Therefore it is/' &c. 
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Do you not hear him ? Can you not all witness 
How mortally and from my soul I hate 
All the whole racing calendar ? 

JPasias. What then ? 
You took the gods to witness you would pay me. 

Streps. I grant you, in my folly I did swear, 
But then my son had not attained the art 
Of the new logic unconfutable. 

Pasias, And have you now the face to stand it 
out 
Against all evidence P 

Streps, Assuredly — 
Else how am I the better for my schooling ? 

JPntias, And dare you, knowing it to be a false- 
hood. 
Take the great gods to witness to your oath. 
When I shall put it to you ? 

Streps, What great gods ? 

Pastas, {starting' at the question.) Mercurius, 
Neptune, Jupiter himself — 

Streps. Yes, and stake down three-farthings as a 
handsel 
That I will take the oath, so help me Jove ! 

Pasias, Insolent wretch, you'll perish in your 
folly ! 

Streps. Oh ! that this madman was well scrubbed 
with salt. 
To save his brains from addling ! 

Pasias. Out upon't ! 
Do you make game of me ? 

Streps. — I warrant me 
He'll take at least six gallons for a dressing. 
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Pasiof. So may great Jore and all the g^ds deal 
with me 
As I will handle you for this bufibonery ! 
Streps. I thank you for your gods — They*re plea- 
sant fellows — 
And for your Jupiter, the learn'd and wise 
Hold him a very silly thing to swear by. 

Pasias, 'Tis well, rash man, 'tis well ! The time 
will come 
When you shall wish these vaunting words unsaid : 
But will you pay the debt or will you not ? 
Say, and dismiss me. 

Streps, Set your mind at rest; 
You shall have satisfaction in a twinkling — {Siep» 
aside.) 
Pastas. What think you of this chxj^ ? 
Witness. That he will pay you. 

(Strepslades returns.) 
Streps. Where is this dun of mine ? Come hither, 
friend, 
How do you call this thing ? 

Pasiiis. A kneading'-trough. 
Or, as we say, a caixlopiis — 

Streps. Go to ! 
Pbst think I'll pay my money to a bIockhea(i, 
That calls this kneading-trough a cardopm ? 
I tell you, man, it is a cardopa — 
^o» &o» you will not get a doit from me. 
You and your cardopus. 

Pastas. Will you not pay me ? 
Streps. Assure yourself 1 will not— Hence, be- 
gone ! 
^Vill you not beat your march, and quit my doors ^ 
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Pan€L8. I'm gone, but take this with you, if I 
live 
FU sue you in the Prytaneum* before night. 

Streps. You'll lose your suit, and your twelve 
pounds besides. 
rm sorry for your loss, but who can help it ? 
You may ev'n thank your cardopus for that, 

[Exit Panaa and Witneis, 
(^AmymM enterBffoUorwedby a Witness,') 

Amynias. Ah me, ah me ! 

Streps. Who's that with his — Ah me ? 
Whom has Carcintui^ sent amongst us now-** 
Which of his doleful deities ? — 

Amyrdas, Alas! 
Would jou know who I am-f Know 'then I {tm 
A wretch made up of woes — 

Streps. A Woeful wretch — 
Granted ! pass on. 

Amynias, Oh^: inaspicious chante ! 
Oh ye hard hearted, chariot-breaking fates ! 
Oh * Pallas my destroyer, what a crash 
Is this that you have giv'n me ! 

* Hie word Prytaneia has led Mr. Cumberland into an error. 
The threat of Patias implies that he will commence the dul 
ttage of a proceu by laying down the gage-money. 

t He glances at Carcinus, (by the way, Mr. Cumberland is in* 
correct in his quantity ; the penultima ofCarcinui being short,) 
n very roluminuus tragic writer, to the amount of 160 dramas. 
He introduced some of the immortals in ridiculous sitoationi, 
using the like doleful ezpreuions as he puts here into the mouth 
of the money-lender. 

X These Unes appear to be n parody ujion tome tragedy, in 
which Tlepolemut, one of the sous of Hercules, apparendy gave 
occasion to some character in the piece to utter a vtroilar excAi- 
mation. 
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Streps. Hah! what ails yod? 
Of what can you accuse Tlepolemus ? 

^mi/mas. Mock not my miseries, but bid your 
son 
Repay what he has borrowed. 

Streps, Take me with you — 
What should my son repay ? 

Amyrdas, The sum I lent him. 

Streps, Is that it ? Then your case is desperate ; 
Truly you*re out ofluck. 

Amynias. I'm out of every thing — 
I overthrew my chariot — By the gods 
That's being outy I take it, with a vengeance. 

Streps. Say rather you are kick'd by tn ass* — a 
trifle ! 

Amynias. But, sir, my lawful money is no trifle ; 
I shall not choose to be kick'd out of that. 

Streps. I'll tell you what you are — Out of your 
wits. 

Amynias. How so ? 

Streps. Because your brain seems wondrou^ 
leaky. 

Amyiiias. Look to't ! By Mercury, 1*11 clap you 
up. 
If you don't pay me. 

Streps. Harkye, one short question — 
When Jove rains on us does he rain fresh water, 

• There is a play upon words in the original, which.it is not poi- 
sible to transfuse into the translation. Ihe learned reader will 
uniletstand the difficulty. [It consists in the nice inflection 
©f voice, by which att^ ov^ and axo vh would be confounded 
together.] 
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Or only vapours that the sun exhales ? 
Answer me that. 

Amymaa, I care not what he rains ; 
I trouble not my cap with such conceits. 

Streps, And do you think a man, that has no wit 
To arg^e upon these rare points, will argue me 
Out of my money ? 

Amyriias, Let your debt go on, 
And pay me up the interest. 

Streps. What is that? 
What kind of thing is that same interest ? 

Amynias. A thing it is that grows from day to 
day. 
And month to month, swelling as time rolls on 
To a round sum of money. 

Streps, Well definM ! 
One question more — What think you of the sea ? 
Is it not fuller now than heretofore ? 

Amyniaa, No, by the Gods ! not fuller, but as 
full : 
That is my judgment of it. 

Streps, Oh thou miser ! 
That so would'st stint the ocean, and yet cram 
Thy swelling coffers till they overflow — 
Fetch me a whip, that I may lash him hence : 
Take to your heels — begone ! 

Amynias. I will convoke 
My witnesses against you. 
Streps, Start ! set off !— 
Away ! you jennet you ! 

Amynias, (to the Spectators.) Is not this out- 
rage ? 
Streps, (smacking his whip.) Will you not bolt ? 

will you not buckle kindly 
Vol. XLTII. H h 
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Into your geers, or must I mount and goad yda 
Under tbe crupper, till you kick and wince 
iPoT very madness? Oho ! Are you off? 
A welcome riddance— All the devils drive 
Tou and your cursed chariot hence together ! 

{^StrepHades goes if^o fds house.) 
Manet Chorus, ** Mark here how rarely it suc- 
ceeds 
" To build our trust on guilty deeds : 
" Mark how this old cajoling elf, 
«, Who sets a trap to catch himself, 
" Falsely believes he has found the way 
" To hold his creditors at bay. 
*• Too late he*ll curse the Sophists' school, 
" That taught his son to cheat by rule, 
" And train'd the modest lips of youth 
•* In the vile art of torturing truth ; 
** A modern logic much in use, 
" Invented for the law's abuse ; 
** A subtle knack of spying flaws 
•« To cast in doubt the* clearest cause, 
" Whereby, in honesty's despite, 
" The wrong side ti-iumphs o'er the right — 
" Alas ! short triumph he must have, 
" Who glories that his son's a knave ; 
" Ah foolish sire, the time will come* 
** You'll wish that son of your's were dumb.'* 



* The moral and prophetic Chonii again denounces puniih* 
inent and repentance upon the infkroous expedients which 
Strepsiades has resorted to for defrauding; his crediton, and the 
succeeding incident fully verifies the prediction. I am fully per> 
suaded there is no Greek drama now in our hands, where the 
Chorus ukes a part so intimately connected with the plot, as iu 
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SCENE vm. 



Stb^psiades (^rushing out of the house, in great con- 
fusion^ foUoTved by hi« aon) Pheidippidbs, Cho. 



RUS. 



Streps, Hoa there ! What hoa ! for pity's sake 
some help ! 
Friends, kinsmen, countrymen ! turn out and help ! 
Oh ! my poor head, my cheeks are bruis'd to jel- 
ly- 
Help by all means ! — Why, thou ungracious cub. 
Thy father wouldst thou beat ? 
Pheidip, Assuredly. 
Streps, There, there! he owns that he would 

beat his father. 
Pheidip. I own it, good my father ! 
Streps. Parricide! 
Impious assassin ! Sacrilegious wretch ! 

Pheijiip. All, all, and more-— You cannot please 
me better ; 
I glory in these attributes. Go on ! 
Streps, Monster of turpitude ! 
Pheidip, Crown me with roses ! 
Streps. Wretch, will you strike your parent ? 



this conedy : here it is essential, «nd delivers those aentiipenu* 
which reason dictates, and the poet wishes to in5])ire into Uie 
inindi of his hearers—— 

Oh ! ti tic semper dixisset ! C, 
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Pheidip, Piously, 
And will maintain the right, by which I do it. 

Streps. Oh shameless villain! can there be a 
right 
Against all nature so to treat a father ? 

Pheidip, That I shall soon make clear to your 
conviction. 

Strepe, You, you convince me ? 

Pheidip. With the greatest lease : 
And I can work the proof two several ways ; 
Therefore make choice between them. 

Streps. What do you mean ? 

Pheidip, I mean to say we argue up or down-^ 
Take which you like. It comes to the same end. 

Streps, Aye, and a precious end you've brought 
it to. 
If all my care of you must end in this. 
That I have put you in the way to beat me, 
(Which is a thing unnatural and profane) 
And after justify it.* 

Pheidip. That V\\ do 
By process clear and categorical. 
That you shall fairly own yourself a convert 
To a most wholesome cudgeling. 

Streps. Come on ! 
Give me your arguments — ^but spare your blows. 

* It is not easy to conceive any incident more pointedly se* 
vere than tliis, which the poet has employed for interesting the 
spectators in his attark upon the sophists. A son exhibitrd in 
the impious act of striking his father, and justifying the crime 
upon principle, is surely as bitter an invective against the ichoob 
of the philosophers as can be devised. 
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Chorus. How to restrain this headstrong son of 
yours 
Behoves you now, old man, to find the means. 
For sure he could not be thus confident 
Without some cause ; somethmg there needs must 

be, 
Some strong possession of himself within. 
That buoys him up to this high pitch of daring. 
This bold assumption ; which that we may know. 
Give us distinctively the whole detail 
From first to last whence this contention sprang. 
So shall we hear, and hearing judge betwixt you. 
Streps. So please you then I will the cause un- 
fold 
Of this base treatment to your patient ears, 
^nd thus it ^Kands — When we had supp'd toge- 
ther. 
As you all know, in friendly sort, I bade him 
Take up his lute and give me the good song 
Of old Simonides,* — "the ram was shorn ;** — 
But he directly scouted my request — 
It was a fashion out of date forsooth — 
He would not sit twanging the lute, not he ; 
'Twas not for him to cackle o'er his wine, 
As if he were some wench working the hand- 
mUlf— 

* The nature of the ScoHa or (IrinUing^ songs of the Atheniaot 
may be leen in the comedy of the Wasps. 

t Alluding to the ballada sung by women, whilst at wolrk upon 
the hand-mill. The names of several of these may be found in 
Hesychius antl Athenaeus. One of the simplest is preserved in 
ililUan, lib. vii. c. 4. It bore the name of Pittacns, one of the 
&etren wise men of Greece, and King of Mltylene, who, accord- 
ing to Plutarch, took a peculiar pleasure in grinding hii own 

Hli2 
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Pheidip. Grossly so ; 
And was it not high time that I should beat you, 
Who had no better manners than to set 
Your guest a chirping like a grasshopper ? 
, Streps. These were bis very words, and more 

than these ; 
For by and bye he told me that Simonides* 
Was a most paltry poet. This you'll own 
Was a tough morsel, yet I gulp'd it down. 
And pass'd it off with bidding him recite 
Some passage out of ^schylus, withal 
Tendering a myrtlef wreath, as custom is. 
To grace the recitation — He forsooth. 
Flouting my tender, instantly replied — 
« [ hold your -Eschylus, of all our poets, 
*' First of the spouters, incoherent, harsh, 
" Precipitous and turgid." — Oh my friends, 

com and making his own bread. The women at their mills did 
not, of course, forget so honourable a testimony to their craft. 

Grind, grind, good my mill, grind ; 

Pittacus turns a mill as we all find. 

Grind, grind, good my mill, grind, 

This miller-kin^, oh he's the man to my mind. 
• The name of this eel. brated writer, who. like the French 
Marot, may be called the king of the poets, and the poet of the 
kings of his time, (and if Xenophon's dialogue, Hiero, be a )ust 
specimen of his conversation, kings had reason to value them* 
selves on the possession of such a contemporary,) occurs more 
than oncf in the writings of Aristophanes. The talents, the 
literary contests, and the mercenary disposition of the poet, arc 
there briefly commended or satirized in the comedian's usual 
peculiar manner. 

t When any poems, sacred to the deity, such as those of a dra- 
matic kind, were recited at private tables, the person reciting 
held a branch of laurel, (myrtle) in his hand, to signify that he 
was performing an act of devotion as well as amusement. In- 
gwryt by R. 1\ Knightf Esq, p. 38. 
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WttM not thiv more thftii fleih and blood ihould 

hewf 
Vet, yot I imother'd ngo within my hoftrl, 
And cttlmly iiiid—** Call something olae to mind 
*< More to your taite and fVom aomo modern bard, 
** Ho it be good withal and worth the hearing—*' 
Wherent, would you believe it P ho began 
Uepcnting from Kuripidea— Cireat Jove, 
Guard my chaato eara fVom audi another doao ! 
K perilous long-winded tale of incest 
'Twixt Hon and daughter of the same sad mother.* 
Hick to the soul 1 spurned at such declaiming. 
Adding, as well 1 might, all that my scorn 
Of Huch vile traah could add ! till, to bo short, 
Wordfi begat words, and blows too as it prov'd, 
For leaping fVom his seat he sprung upon me. 
Struck, bufletcd, and bang'd me out of measure. 
Throttled me, pounded me well nigh to dust — 

PheitUp* And what less docs that heretic deserve. 
Who will not praise Kuripidos, the ftrstf 
In wisdom of all poets f 

Strrpn, lie the first! 
flow my tongue itches!— but the rogue is ready \ 
IleMl beat me if 1 answer. ' 

PhdtHfh And with reason. 

StrepM, What reason, graceless cub, will bear you 
out 
For beating mr, who in your baby ago 

* Tho itory ttl' Maeareui iko ion of ^ulm, tnd hit utorioe 
•iit«r CaitacD. 

t 'I1il« hiKh •(Imlratltm Air KurtpldM had, of oount, Imm 
l««mt in ih« trhool irf* Mocmtvi, wIiom rtfard lUr thai iKiat and 
hit tng«dl«« )• wsli known. 
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CaressM you, dandled you upon my knee» 
Watch'd every motion, humour'd all your wants ? 
Then if you lisp'd a syllable I caught it — 
Bryn cried the bantling^straight I gave you drink ; 
Mammon it mew'd— and that forsooth was bread : 
Nay I perform'd the nurse's dirtiest task. 
And held you out before me at your needs ; 
And now in my necessity you show'd 
No mercy to the pressing calls of nature. 
But having pummel'd me till my poor bowels 
Could hold no longer, kept me fast imprisoned 
To struggle with occasion as I could. 

Chor. Now every young man's heart beats an 
alarro^ 
Anxious to hear his advocate's appeal ; 
Which if he can establish, the same right 
By hira asserted will on all devolve, 
And beating them will be so much in vogue 
'I'hat old men's skins will be reduc'd to cobwebs — 
Now you, that hold up this new paradox. 
Look well how you defend it, for it asks 
No trivial reasons to enforce persuasion. 

Phcidip. How gratefully the mind receives new 
lights. 
Emerging from the shades of prejudice. 
And casting old establishments aside ! 
Time was but now, when every thought of mine 
Was centred in the stable ; then I had not 
Three words upon my tongue without a stumble ; 
But now, since I've been put into tlie way 
Of knowing better things, and the fine art 
Of subtil disputation, I am bold 
To meet this question and convince my hearci*s 
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How right it is to punish this old sinner. 

Streps. Mount, mount your chariot ! Oh, that I 
could see you 
Seated again behind your favourite horses, 
Tho' 'twere with four in hand, so that you kept 
From driving me at such a pelting rate. 

JPheieUp, Now then, I ask you, gathering up my 
thread 
Where it was broken off, if you, my father, 
IVhen I was but a stripling, spar'd my back i 

Streps, No, for I studied all things for your good. 
And therefore I corrected you. 

jPheidip, Agreed, 
I also am like studious of your good. 
And therefore I most lovingly correct you ; 
If beating be a proof of love, you have it 
Plenteous in measure, for by what exemption 
Is your most sacred carcass freed from stripes 
And mine made subject to them P Am not I 
Free-bom as you ? Say, if the son's in tears, 
Should not the father weep ? 

Streps, By what one rule 
Of equity? 

Phddip, What equity were that 
If none but children are to be chastis'd ? 
And grant they were, the proverb's in your teeth. 
Which says old age is but a second childhood. 
Again, if tears are seen to follow blows. 
Ought not old men to expiate faults with tears 
Rather than children, who have more to plead 
In favour of their failingfs ? 

Streps. Where's the law 
That warrants this proceeding ? There's none such. 
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Pheidip. And wbat was your law-maker but a man, 
Mortal as you and I are ? And tho' time 
Has sanctified his statutes, may not I 
Take up the cause of youth, as he of age. 
And publish a new ordinance for leave 
By the right-filial to correct our fathers. 
Remitting and consigning to oblivion 
All ex-post.facto beating ? Look at instinct — 
Inquire of nature how the brute creation 
Kick at their parents, which in nothing ^ITer 
From lordly man, except that they compile 
No laws, and hold their rights without a statute. 

Strep9. If you are thus for pecking at youi 
father 
like a young fighting-cock, why dont you peck 
Your dinner from the dunghill, and at night 
Boost on a perch ? 

PheicUp, The cases do not tally, 
Nor does my master Socrates prescribe 
Kules so absurd. 

Streps. Cease then from beating me ; 
El^e you preclude yourself. 

Pheidip, As how preclude ? 

Streps. Because the right I have of healing you 
Will be your right in time over your son, 
"WJien you shall have one. 

PheicUp. But if I have none. 
All my sad hours are lost, and you die laughing. 

Streps, There's no denying that. — How say you, 
sirs ? 
Methinks there is good matter in this plea ; 
And as for us old sinners, truth to say, 
If we deserve a beating we must bear it. 
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PheitUp, Heal* me — ^there's more to come — 

Streps. Then I am lost. 
Fop I can bear no more. 

Pheidip, Oh fear it not. 
Rather believe what I have now to tell you 
Will cause you to make light of what is past, 
'Twill bring such comfort to you. 

Streps. Let me have it": 
If it be comfort, give it me. 

Pheidip, Then know. 
Henceforth I'm resolv'd to beat my mother 
As I have beaten you. 

Streps. How say you ? How ? 
Why this were to out-do all you have done. 

Pheidip. But what if I have got a proof in pettoT, 
To show the moral uses of this beating ? 

Streps. Show me a proof that you have hang'd 
yourself. 
And with your tutor Socrates beside you 
Gone to the devil together in a string ; 
Those moral uses I will thank you for — 
Oh inauspicious goddesses, O Clouds ! 
In you confiding, all these woes fall on me. 

Chor. Evil events from evil causes spring. 
And what you suffer flows from what you've done. 

Streps, Why was I not forewam'd ? You saw me 
old. 
And practis'd on my weak simplicity. 

Chor. 'Tis not for us to warn a wilful sinner ; 
We stay him not^ but let him run his course. 
Till by misfortunes rousM, his conscience wakes. 
And prompts him to appelUte the' offended gods. 
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Streps. I feel my sorrows, but I own them just :* 
Yes, ye reforming Clouds, I'm duly punish'd 
For my intended fraud. — And now, my son. 
Join hands with me, and let us forth .together 
To wreak our vengeance on those base deceivers. 
That Chaerephon and Socrates the chief. 
Who have cajol'd us both. 

Pheidip, Grace forbid 
I should lift up my hand ag^nst my m&sters ! 

Streps, Nay, nay, but rather dread avenging Jove, 
God of our ancestors,! and him revere. 

Pheidip. You're mad, methinks, to talk to me of 
Jove^ 
Is there a god so call'd ? 

Streps, There is ! there is ! 

Pheidip, There is no Jupiter, I tell you so ; 
Vortex has whirl'd him from bis throne, and reigns 
By right of conquest in the Thunderer's place. 

Streps. 'Tis false, no Vortex reigns but in my 
brain .+ 

* Thu appeal to the Choros, their reply to it, and the old man*s 
acknowledgment that he merited the punishment he met with, 
are finely introdaced, and impreu a very just and natural moral 
on the catastrophe of the faUe. 

t The Zeus Patrous of the original wai not properly a deity of 
the Athenians ; the title Patrous belonged exclusiTcly to Apollo. 
The answer of Pheidippides, in the original, refers primarily to 
tUs mistake. 

t Mr. Cumberhind adds two more lines. 

When in my ecstacy I fancied jrou 
An earthen deity, a fkrthing god. 

This is scarcely sense, and yet it is difficult to elicit from the 
text any better meaning. There seems to be a pun in the origt* 
nal on the word, which Mr. Cumberland translates Vortex, and 
which, besides that meaning, also signified a particular sort of 
cup. One of the commentaton tuppoiei that a cup of tkis kind 
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JPheidip, Laugh at y<}ur own dull joke and be a 
fool ! [Exit. 

Streps, (striking- his breast,) Insuiferable block- 
head that I was ; 
What ail'd me thus to court this Socrates, 
£v'n to the exclusion qf the immortal gods } 

Mercury, forgave me ; be not angry, 
Dear tutelary god, but spare me still. 
And cast a pitying eye upon my follies. 
For I have been intemperate of tongue. 
And dearly rue it— Oh my better genius. 
Inspire me with thy council how to act. 
Whether by legal process to assail them. 

Or by such apter means as thou may'st dictate. 

1 have it ! WeU hast thou inspired the thought ; 
Hence with the lazy law ; thou art not for it. 
With fire and faggot I will fall upon them. 
And send their school in fumo to the Clouds. 
Hoa, Xanthias, (^calling to one of his slaves) boa ! 

bring forth without delay 
Your ladder and your mattock, mount the roof. 
Break up the rafters, whelm the house upon them. 
Aiid bury the whole hive beneath the ruins. 

(Xa?ithias mounts tJie roof and begins loorking 
-with Ms mattock,) 
Haste ! if you love me, haste ! Oh, for a torch, 
A blazing torch new lighted, to set fire 

iiad been set up before the school of Socrates, in place of the 
Apollo Agyieus, or the image of Apollo, which commonly stood 
in the fore^ioart of an Athenian house. Wieland suggests, that 
the linage of Apollo before the Socra tic school had been worn 
aAvay, till it more resembled a cup of tlic particular kind here re« 
ferred to, than a statue of Apclb. 

Vol. XLIIL I i 
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To the infernal edifice.— I warrant me 

m soon unhouse the rascals, that now carry 

Their heads so high, and roll them in the dust. 

(^One of the scholars comes out,) 
First Disciple. Woe ! mischief! misery ! 
Streps, (mounts the roof and fixes a torch to the 
joists.) Torch, play your part ; 
And we shall muster up a conflagration. 

First Disciple, What are you doing, fellow ? 
Streps, Chopping logic ; 
Arguing a knotty point with your house-beams. 
Second Disciple, Oh horror! Who has set our 

house on fire ? 
Streps, The very man whose cloak you nabb'd 

so neatly. 
Second Disciple, Undone and ruin'd — ! 
Stt*eps. Heartily I wish it — 
And mean you should so be if this same mattock 
Does not deceive my hope, and I escape 
"With a whole neck. 

{Socrates comes forth.) 
Socr. Hna there I What man is that ? 
You there upon the roof — what are you doing ? 
Streps. Treading on air — contemplating' the sun — 
Socr, Ah me ! l*m suffocated, smotherM, lost — 

{Chcerephon appears.) 
Charephon. Wretch that I am, Tm n)elted, 

scorch'd, consumed ! — 
Streps. Blasphemers, why did you insult the 
gods ? 

Dash, drive, demolish them! Their crimes are 
many. 




At 
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But their contemptuous treatment of the gods. 
Their impious blasphemies, exceed them all. 
Chor. Break up !— The Chorus have fulfiUM 
their part. 
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